
Hello, Freshwater Church family!  

Fall has seemingly finally arrived with cooler temperatures. I encourage you to slow down to observe 

God's beauty in the next couple of weeks as the leaves begin to change colors before they cover the 

ground beneath them.  

While we still absolutely acknowledge change can be hard, the past few weeks have been productive 

with restructuring processes and engaging new volunteers who have stepped into roles to help us as our 

church navigates this new season. Thank you for your patience, your steadfastness, and your 

encouragement.  

The elders have had a couple of meetings since the last time I updated you. So, let's start there.  

In my last note to you all, I mentioned that the elders are connecting with outside resources to 

strengthen our policies and procedures. This is continuing and the elders, elder candidates, along with 

Alan and Kyle, are also reading a book together to help prepare us for seeking the next Lead Pastor. The 

book is titled When the Word Leads Your Pastoral Search. Here's the link if you would like to purchase a 

copy to read the same book as we prepare for the process. This would be a fabulous opportunity for us 

to encourage each other in unity, literally being on the same page, as the elders continue to build out a 

solid transition plan.  

Speaking of plans- the preaching schedule has been established through the end of the year. We will 

continue studying the book of Matthew through the month of November before pausing during 

December for an Advent series in preparation for Christmas. During this time, the preaching will 

continue to be done using a rotational basis. What a blessing it has been to hear from so many godly 

men in our church! When I hear them preach the Word, it gives me so much peace to recognize that 

many of these same men are leading us through this time of change.  

Every great transition plan includes prayer because prayer should always be treated as instrumental, 

not supplemental to any planning we do. We are organizing a regular schedule of corporate prayer 

meetings. These prayer meetings will be structured and focus on praying for specific needs. Our first 

one is Tuesday October 19th in the church worship center at 6:30 pm. We hope you can all join us as we 

prepare our hearts to surrender to God and ask him for clarity as we come together in the name of 

Christ. 

We do have some other events coming up soon. Please be sure to mark your calendars now: 

• The Annual Family Meeting will be on November 21st at 6 PM. We will have discussion 

regarding our 2022 budget, give staffing updates, along with a pastoral search update. Please 

make every effort to join us! 

• The next I'm New Lunch will be on Sunday, November 7th after 2nd service (register in the app). 

• The next New Partner Class will be on Sunday, November 14th after second service (register in 

the app). 

I also want to offer up some ministry updates from some of our amazing Freshwater staff members— 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/When-Word-Leads-Pastoral-Search/dp/0802449840/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=When+the+Word+Leads+Your+Pastoral+Search&qid=1634310625&sr=8-1


From Kyle Kennicott, our Freshwater Student Minister: 

Some incredible growth has been happening in the lives of our students! 1) We have been going through 

the Gospel of John, and it has been great to see students grow in their belief in Jesus. It is great that we 

can see a desire from our students that they want to grow in their faith through studying & discussing 

God's Word. 2) With the desire from students to grow, we have started a new initiative for High School 

students on Sunday nights called "Going Deeper." This isn't to replace youth group on Wednesday nights, 

but to supplement it by investing in these students hoping that they will lead others. 

Please continue to pray for our students so that they will continue to desire growth in Christ and that by 

their growth, they will desire to see others grow as well. 

Would you consider joining our team? We are in need of 2 female leaders & 1 male leader to properly 

care for the 35-40 students we have on Wednesday nights. There are only two major requirements to 

join: 1) You desire to grow in Christ & want to help teenagers grow in Christ as well. 2) That you have the 

time to commit to Wednesday nights from 5:45-8:15. Feel free to check out what we do on Wednesday 

nights if you are hesitant. I look forward to talking with you about this opportunity! 

 

From Amanda Roselius, our Interim Freshwater Kid's Minister: 

God is working in FW Kids and it’s so exciting to be a part of! We have seen an increasing amount of kids 

in attendance over the last few weeks; We average a little over 100 kids checked in every week. Just this 

last Sunday (October 10th) we had 30, 4 year olds in the first service alone. Yup, 30 kids. All 4 year olds. 

Praise God! As this may seem overwhelming at times, its definitely a blessing! 

After reaching out to many FW Parents this last week, it has been decided that we are going to make a 

little change to the 4 year old and 5K classes. Starting on Sunday, October 24th, the 4 year old and 5K 

classes will start worshipping with their parents in the Worship Center. They will be dismissed with the 

1st-6th graders into the Kids Courtyard to meet their teachers right before the sermon starts. Parents will 

pick their children up like normal after the service is over. If we try this and figure out it’s not working out 

as well as we hoped, we will go back to the way things were. Please reach out if you have any questions 

about what this change will look like or if you have any ideas on how we can better our FW Kids ministry. 

Did you know we have FREE access to an amazing discipleship program, called RightNow Media? There 

are over 20,000 discipleship videos for kids, youth, and adults. Plus amazing worship videos that will help 

you memorize scripture. Believe me, you and the kids will love it! I don’t want you to miss out on this 

opportunity, so please sign up for your free account today. Here are 3 ways to do so: 1.) visit 

freshwaterjc.com - media - RightNow Media 2.) on the freshwater app - media - RightNow 3.) text 

FRESHWATER to 49775 

 

From Maribeth Russell, our Freshwater Administrative Assistant: 

Back in November 2018, we launched a 3-year building campaign we called Time to Build. This campaign 

was created to help provide funds for the new building. The response was incredible, and we greatly 

appreciate your gifts! On November 14, 2021, the official Time to Build Campaign will come to a close. 



Many have already met or even exceeded their pledged amount, and some continue to give towards 

their pledge. If you’re not sure of the amount remaining towards your pledge, please contact Maribeth 

Russell (maribeth@freshwaterjc.com), and she can provide you with that information. Even though the 

campaign will officially end on November 14th, we encourage anyone who has not yet met their pledge to 

continue working toward that goal. For any who wish to continue giving toward the building, all future 

gifts designated for the Time to Build/Building Fund will be used to help pay down the principal balance 

on the mortgage. Thank you so much for your continued generosity and faithfulness. God has truly 

blessed us in many ways! 

Many thanks to our incredible staff for all they do to help us keep our programs strong and 

functioning well!  

What's Next: 

• The elder team is working on a survey to give us the opportunity to offer our thoughts and 

feedback. More details to come! 

• Don't forget about the Freshwater Family Meeting on November 21st at 6 pm.  

• Corporate prayer meetings will be occurring, and we would love for you to make it a priority to 

join us! Our next one is Tuesday, October 19th. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and support our efforts to bring unity and clarity to you with 

regular communication. You can expect your next email from me in a couple of weeks! I think twice a 

month is a pretty good schedule to keep us all moving forward together, but please do not forget that 

you can always email the elders at elders@freshwaterjc.com.  

 

Brandy Meeks 

Freshwater Communications Coordinator 

 


