
Dear Partners,  
 
 November 6th is our Family meeting. Please put that on your calendars now. That will be 
a night of singing, prayer, vision casting, and celebration. It is good and healthy for us to look 
forward to the upcoming year. We must be prayerful over what God has planned for us in 2023. 
We must be unified in doing the best kingdom work we can do. And we need to be excited 
about being part of God’s plans for Freshwater Church.  

We have several exciting topics to look forward to. We will look at the vision for the 
deacon’s ministry, youth ministry, and kids’ ministry. We also have a vision for Freshwater 
Groups. We have plans for how we can expand and grow our Life Groups, men’s and women’s 
ministry, and also expand into other discipleship opportunities. This will mean having a diversity 
of Freshwater Groups that help us to make totally committed followers of Jesus. We want every 
partner and guest of Freshwater to have a place where they can belong, regardless of age, 
gender, season of life, or struggles.     

We will spend time praising the Lord for how every dollar of your sacrificial giving will be 
used for kingdom service. God has commanded us to be faithful in our financial giving, and we 
think it is equally important that we are steadfast in using your gifts to serve the ministry of 
Freshwater Church best. I believe God has great things in store for us.  

We will introduce a Global Missions Offering. This will become a special event every 
December and begin this year after Thanksgiving. This is an opportunity for our church to sell 
out in giving to missions. One of the staples of what makes Freshwater great is your complete 
and unapologetic commitment to missions. And we have many missions and many plans to 
grow those missions to new and even greater heights. So please, if for nothing else, come to 
hear about this. Come and hear about what we will do in 2023 with our international, national, 
and local missions. Come and hear about our giving to Lottie Moon, Annie Armstrong, Rueben 
L. South Missions' offering, and to our local association and how it will have a lasting kingdom 
impact. And especially, do not miss out on a vision for how we can raise all our funds through 
our December Global Missions, offering to fund all of those and make them more significant 
and impactful than ever. This is an opportunity for you to see how sacrificial giving can impact 
the world and empower Freshwater to reach our local communities in more extraordinary ways 
than the year before.  

This meeting will also be a time to celebrate the installation of our three new elders: 
Aaron Doss, Paul Vossen, and Matt Sailor. We want to celebrate them, present them to the 
partners, let you celebrate them, and encourage them to invite their family and friends to come 
for this special occasion.  

Finally, we will celebrate our time with Alan and Paula Earls. Over the past year as he 
served as our Interim Associate Pastor. November 6, 2023, will be the last day for Alan as our 
Interim Associate Pastor. We are moving closer to hiring a full-time Associate Pastor, and Alan, 
as the Director of Missions for our association, will be giving his attention to our many sister 
churches in the area.  He has served our church faithfully. He has loved our people 
unconditionally. And they together have been a blessing from the lord to our fellowship. And 
they will continue to bless our congregation as they partner with Freshwater and continue to 
serve alongside us as we advance the gospel. Please join us as we celebrate their service to the 
church that night. Here is what you can do. Go and buy a card and a gift card to put inside of it. 



Write him and Paula a note of thanks inside. Bring it the night of the Family meeting, and we 
will have a basket that you can drop them in. We want to present that and another gift to him 
and Paula that night. We want to pray for them and honor their service to our church. Then 
after the meeting, we want to have some sweets and treats, and fellowship with them. If you 
would like to bring something, please sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4CABAD22A6F85-annual 

The after-service fellowship will allow us to celebrate and give thanks to Alan and Paula 
and also to celebrate the installment of our new Elder leaders.  

 
Blessings,  
Robert Strong 
Lead Pastor 
 


