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Freshwater Baptism Procedure 

We are so excited that you are interested in baptism!  We have created this document to help 
you understand what we believe the Bible teaches about Baptism and to help you answer any 
questions you might have about it.   

 
9 Questions About Baptism 

 
What is Baptism?  
 
Baptism is the first step of obedience in the life of a new Christian!  Baptism is one of the two 
ordinances that Jesus commanded his church to partake in.  Before Jesus ascended into heaven, 
he commanded that every Christian be baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). 
 
Baptism is a way for Christians to identify themselves with the life, death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus.  It should take place after a person repents of their sin and places their 
faith in Jesus.  Baptism is an outward action that shows an inward transformation of the heart.     
The very word “baptism” means “immerse” or  to “submerge in water.” Therefore, when a 
person is baptized they should be fully immersed in water.  As they go under, they are 
identifying with Jesus’ death for our sins.  When they are raised, they are identifying with Jesus’ 
resurrection and show they have been cleansed from their sins and given new life in Christ.    

 
Who Can Be Baptized?  
 
Only people who have repented of their sins and put their trust in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus can be baptized.  The reason we have this stance as a church is because 
we see it through out the Bible.  
 
We realize that some traditions allow infants to be baptized.  However, there is no evidence of 
this taking place through out the New Testament.  After Peter’s sermon at Pentecost, the Jews 
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ask Peter what they shoud do and he responds by saying, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38).  True belief is 
accompanied by repentance.  This is a turning away from your sins and turning towards faith in 
Christ.  Since it is not possible for an infant to do this, we believe infants should not be baptized.    
  

Why Should I Be Baptized?  
 
Many people ask, “Why should I get baptized if I am already justified before God by my faith in 

Jesus?” Some believe that baptism is unnecessary since it cannot save you.  They would be 

correct in saying that baptism cannot save you.  There is nothing that can justify a person 

before God except faith in Jesus alone.  However, our justification by faith alone doesn’t excuse 

us from obeying Christ’s commands.  In fact, it’s the opposite!  Since we are justified by faith, 

we should be compelled to obey Jesus’ commands.  Since Jesus commands every Christian to 

be baptized, they should be baptized!   

“But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women” (Acts 8:12).   

 
When Should I Be Baptized?  
 
The Bible teaches us that a person should be baptized after they understand the Gospel and 
place their faith in Jesus.  The standard throughout the New Testament is immediate baptism.  
We see this at Pentecost (Acts 2:41), the Ethiopian with Philip (Acts 8:26-38), Paul (Acts 9), and 
the Philippian jailer and his family (Acts 16:33).   

 
Where Should I Be Baptized?  
 
A person should be baptized publicly, as we see in the New Testament, and it would be best if 
the baptism took place in front of the local church.  This can happen in a church building, river, 
lake, ocean, or any body of water.  However, it will be easiest to assemble the local church in a 
church building during a Sunday service.  Once the new Christian has been affirmed by one of 
the elders, they will be baptized during a Sunday morning service.   
 

Who Can Baptize? 
 
At Freshwater we encourage our Partners to perform the baptism of those that they are 
discipling. The following qualifications need to be met in order to be allowed to baptize a new 
believer at Freshwater:  
 

• Born again Christian 



 

Updated:  09/14/2022  3 

• Baptized by immersion 
• Partner of Freshwater or member of another church of like faith and practice.  If the 

Baptizer is visiting from another church they must be approved by the Lead Pastor and 
Elders before being allowed to baptize.   

 
What Does Baptism Practically Look Like? 
 
On the day of baptism, the Lead Pastor or another staff member/Elder will meet with both the 
Baptizer and the Individual being baptized to discuss the mechanics of baptism.  A diagram is 
provided below to show where the baptismal is, where you will get changed afterwards, and 
how you will get back to the main entrance.    
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Baptism is by immersion.  The introduction of the baptism will be as follows: 
 

• Baptizer: “Have you repented of your sins and placed your faith in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior?” 

• Individual being baptized: “Yes” 
• Baptizer: “Then I baptize you, my new brother/sister in Christ, in the name of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”   
 

What Time Will I Be Baptized?   
 
If you are being baptized on a Sunday morning, generally the baptism will occur at the very 
beginning of the 2nd service (10:30).  You are asked to be in the building and dressed in your 
baptism clothes 30 minutes before the baptism.  Robert or another staff member/Elder will 
meet with you and the baptizer 20 minutes before the service starts (10:10), in the “Green 
Room” located backstage, to go over the baptism procedure.   
 
What to Bring and Wear?   
 
Shorts and a t-shirt are appropriate and seem to work best.  You may want flip flops to put on 
immediately after the baptism.  Bring a couple towels.  You can change before and after the 
baptism in the bathrooms located in the “Green Room” which is right behind the stage.    
 


