
44 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 21 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 21 • Session 1
Among the People

Unit 21 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Jesus and His friends went to the synagogue in Capernaum. Jesus began to teach. 
Everyone was amazed because Jesus spoke like someone who was in charge. While 
Jesus was preaching, Jesus helped a man who had an unclean spirit. Everyone 
heard about what Jesus did, and they were amazed. Then Jesus went to Simon 
and Andrew’s house with James and John. Simon’s mother-in-law was sick. Jesus 
held her hand and healed her! The whole town came to Jesus, and Jesus healed 
many people who were sick. Jesus healed a man with sore places on his skin. Jesus’ 
miracles showed He is God’s Son.

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Jesus taught people about God.
 * Jesus healed people who were sick.
 * Jesus takes away our sin.

Jesus’ Early Miracles

BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 1

STORY POINT: Jesus cared for people.

KEY PASSAGE: John 3:16

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus’ miracles 
showed that He is God’s Son.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Mark 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card. 
SAY • JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE. Everywhere He went, Jesus taught people 

about God and healed people who were sick. Jesus’ miracles showed that 
He is God’s Son. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a hymn
Sing “Jesus Loves Me” while clapping or making simple hand motions. If you are 
unfamiliar with the tune or motions, look at them online before class. You may 
also sing the chorus below.

“ Yes, Jesus loves me; yes, Jesus loves me;  
Yes, Jesus loves me; the Bible tells me so.” 

SAY • JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE, but He didn’t just say, “I love you.” Jesus 
healed people who were sick, and Jesus taught people about God. Jesus 
takes away our sin.

Make handprint art
Gently trace each baby’s hands on colorful construction paper. Help babies stick 
heart stickers and adhesive bandages to their picture. Write the story point on 
each child’s artwork. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE, and Jesus cares for [baby’s name] too. Jesus 

takes away our sin.

Take a walk
Place babies in a stroller and walk them through the church. Point out the 
different rooms where people learn about God. Point out the sanctuary where 
the pastor preaches. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus taught people about God because JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Mark 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make bandage art
Provide adhesive bandages in several styles and colors. Help toddlers stick the 
bandages to construction paper. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers work. Write 
the story point or Christ connection on each toddler’s art.
SAY • JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE. Jesus healed people who were sick. Jesus’ 

miracles showed that He is God’s Son.

Learn the key passage
Tape the key passage card to an inflatable globe. Invite toddlers to sit in a circle 
with you. Pass the globe to the child on your right and say the key passage. Keep 
passing it down the circle, repeating the key passage as each child holds it.
SAY • JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE. Our key passage says God sent Jesus because 

He loves us. Jesus takes away our sin.

Play out family scenes
Provide toy food and dishes. Invite toddlers to prepare a feast as if someone were 
coming to visit. Talk about how Jesus visited people’s homes. Retell the story.
SAY • Jesus went to Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law was sick. Jesus healed 

her. JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE. Jesus healed people who were sick.

Choose what is needed
Place a thermometer, empty medicine bottles, a can of chicken soup, a box of 
crackers, a cool compress, and other items on the table. Encourage toddlers to 
point to the item they would need if they had a fever, a bump on the head, or 
other illness. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • In Bible times, doctors did not have all the medicine we do. JESUS CARED 

FOR PEOPLE. Jesus healed people who were sick. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Early Miracles
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 1
KEY PASSAGE: John 3:16
STORY POINT: Jesus cared for people.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus’ miracles showed that He is God’s Son.

Transition activity: Play a matching game
Print two copies and cut apart the “Helper Cards” printable. Mix up and arrange 
the cards faceup in a grid for younger toddlers. Older toddlers may be able to start 
with the cards facedown and flip them over two at a time to make matches. Talk 
about how the people pictured on the cards are community helpers. Read the story.
SAY • JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE. Jesus healed people who were sick, and Jesus 

taught people about God. Jesus’ miracles showed that He is God’s Son. 
When we trust in Jesus, Jesus takes away our sin.

Play out a doctor’s office
Provide a toy doctor’s kit, clipboard, and dress-up clothes. Set up chairs to resemble 
a waiting room. Invite toddlers to play out taking care of baby dolls. Retell the story.
SAY • In Bible times, people did not have the medicines that we have today. JESUS 

CARED FOR PEOPLE, and Jesus healed people who were sick. Jesus did not 
have to give them medicine! Jesus’ miracles showed that He is God’s Son!

Remove spots
Tape colorful circles on the table or wall at toddlers’ height. Guide toddlers to 
carefully remove all of the spots. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE. Jesus healed people who were sick, like the 

man in our story who had sore spots on his skin. Jesus’ miracles showed that 
He is God’s Son. Only God’s Son can heal sickness and take away sin.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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