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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 20 • Session 4
Prepare the Way

Unit 20 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
When Jesus was ready to teach, Jesus chose disciples, or special friends who 
learned from Him. As Jesus walked near the sea, He told two fishermen named 
Simon and Andrew, “Follow Me, and I will make you fish for people.” Right 
away, they followed him. He called to James and John while they were helping 
their father fix fishing nets. James and John left their father with the nets and 
followed Jesus! Then Jesus called Matthew—a tax collector. Jesus chose twelve 
men to follow Him: Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Thomas, another James, Thaddaeus, Simon, and Judas. These twelve 
friends followed Jesus, listened to Him teach, and saw Him heal people and do 
many miracles.

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Jesus chose twelve disciples.
 * Jesus taught His disciples about God’s plan.
 *People who love Jesus are also His disciples.

Jesus Called Disciples

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4; 9;  
Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6

STORY POINT: Jesus obeyed God’s plan.

KEY PASSAGE: John 3:30

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus’ friends love 
Him and tell others about Him.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Mark 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card. 
SAY • JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. Part of God’s plan was for Jesus to tell 

people about Him. Jesus chose twelve disciples to help Him. People who 
love Jesus are also His disciples. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes”:

“ Jesus always obeys God, obeys God. [Repeat.] 
Jesus came to rescue you and me. 
Jesus always obeys God, obeys God!” 

SAY • JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. Jesus chose twelve disciples. They were His 
friends. Jesus’ friends love Him and tell others about Him.

Play with toy phones
Provide toy phones, PVC pipes, or use your hands to pretend you are talking on 
the phone with babies. Talk about how Jesus called His friends, but in a different 
way. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus chose twelve disciples to follow Him. Jesus taught His disciples 

about God’s plan. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. People who love Jesus 
are also His disciples.

Play out fishing
Provide bath toys shaped like fish or sea creatures. Give babies a bucket and 
aquarium nets to explore as they “fish.” Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus chose twelve disciples to “fish” for people. Jesus meant He would 

teach them how to tell others about God’s plan. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S 

PLAN. Jesus’ friends love Him and tell others about Him too.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Mark 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make fish art
Give each toddler a paper plate. Carefully cut a pie slice out of the plate and help 
toddlers glue that shape, pointy side in, to the opposite rim of the plate. Provide 
washable ink pads for toddlers to make thumbprint scales on the fish’s body. Wipe 
hands immediately. Glue googly eyes above the fish’s mouth. Retell the story.
SAY • Jesus chose twelve disciples to be “fishers of men.” Jesus meant that they 

would tell others about Him. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. People who 
love Jesus are also His disciples.

Sing about fishing
Invite toddlers to pantomime fishing as you sing the words to “I Will Make You 
Fishers of Men.” If you are unfamiliar with the song, look it up online before the 
session. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus chose twelve disciples to follow Him. Jesus taught His disciples about 

God’s plan. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Play with people figures
Provide 13 peg people for toddlers to play out the Bible story. Remind toddlers 
that when Jesus called His disciples, or special friends, they dropped what they 
were doing and followed Him.
SAY • JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. Jesus chose twelve disciples, or special 

friends. Jesus’ friends love Him and tell others about Him.

Hear the call
Provide a cardboard tube for each toddler to amplify her voice. Whisper the story 
point or a gospel gem in your own tube. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. Jesus taught His disciples about God’s plan.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Called Disciples
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6
KEY PASSAGE: John 3:30
STORY POINT: Jesus obeyed God’s plan.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus’ friends love Him and tell others about Him.

Transition activity: Count to 12
Before the session, draw smiley faces on 12 craft sticks. Write the name of a disciple 
on each craft stick. Encourage toddlers to touch each stick as you count. Older 
toddlers may be able to repeat numbers after you. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus chose twelve disciples to follow Him. Jesus taught His disciples about 

God’s plan. People who love Jesus are also His disciples, or friends. Jesus’ 
friends love Him and tell others about Him. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Sort snacks
Post an allergy alert. Place a scoop of multi-colored fish-shaped crackers on a napkin 
for each toddler. Encourage her to sort by color, helping as needed. Retell the Bible 
story as toddlers eat their snack.
SAY • Jesus taught His disciples about God’s plan. Jesus said His friends would 

“fish for people” by telling them about God’s plan to rescue people from sin. 
JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. People who love Jesus are also His disciples.

Drop everything
Invite toddlers to play freely, but explain that when you say, “Follow me, [child’s 
name],” that child must stop and follow you in a walk around the room. Repeat 
with each child; then retell the Bible story.
SAY • Jesus chose twelve disciples who dropped everything to follow Him. JESUS 

OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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