
24 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 20 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Jesus’ Baptism
Unit 20 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
John the Baptist was a special messenger for God. John told people to say they 
were sorry to God for their wrong choices, and John baptized them in the Jordan 
River. When the people went under the water, they showed that God had forgiven 
them. One day, Jesus asked John to baptize Him. John was confused! John said, 
“Jesus, You never make wrong choices! You need to baptize me!” Jesus said, “God 
wants you to baptize Me.” John obeyed, and he baptized Jesus. When Jesus came 
out of the water, God’s Spirit rested on Jesus like a dove and a voice from heaven 
said, “You are My beloved Son. I am very happy with You!”

Babies Gospel Gems
 * Jesus always obeys God perfectly.
 *God wanted John to baptize Jesus.
 *Everything Jesus does makes God happy.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3; Mark 1; 
Luke 3; John 1

STORY POINT: Jesus obeyed God’s plan.

KEY PASSAGE: John 3:30

CHRIST CONNECTION: People are baptized 
to show they follow Jesus.

Unit 20 • Session 1
Prepare the Way

© 2019 LifeWay



25Prepare the Way

1

BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to the Bible 
passage of your choice. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God wanted John to baptize Jesus, even though Jesus never did anything 

wrong. Today people are baptized to show they follow Jesus. Everything 
Jesus does makes God happy. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes”:

“ Jesus always obeys God, obeys God. [Repeat.] 
Jesus came to rescue you and me. 
Jesus always obeys God, obeys God!” 

SAY • JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN because of His great love for us. Jesus 
always obeys God perfectly. 

Make handprints with water
Provide colorful heavyweight paper for each baby. Provide a pie plate for babies 
to place their hands in water and splash. Gently press a baby’s hand to the paper 
to make a handprint. Supervise as babies “finger-paint” with water.
SAY • God wanted John to baptize Jesus, and JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. 

Everything Jesus does makes God happy.

See and touch doves
Cut simple dove shapes out of heavyweight paper or trace the “Key Passage 
Dove” printable as a template. Hang the doves using fishing line at various 
heights. Hold a baby to gently guide her to brush the doves to make them “fly.”  
SAY • God wanted John to baptize Jesus, and the Holy Spirit rested on Jesus like 

a dove. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. People are baptized to show they 
follow Jesus.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to the Bible 
passage of your choice. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say 
the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Paint with ice
Before the session, pour water and food color in ice cube trays. Place craft sticks 
into each cube to use as handles. Freeze overnight. Post an allergy alert and 
provide smocks. Encourage toddlers to hold an ice cube by the stick to paint on 
paper. Write the story point on each child’s art. Set aside to dry.
SAY • God wanted John to baptize Jesus, and JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. 

Today people are baptized to show they follow Jesus.

Sort feathers
Gather artificial feathers of various sizes and colors. Invite toddlers to sort the 
feathers. Invite toddlers to line a small basket with the feathers to make a nest. 
Retell the Bible story.
SAY • When Jesus was baptized, God’s Spirit rested on Jesus like a dove. JESUS 

OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. Everything Jesus does makes God happy.

Dunk objects in water
Set out a plastic bin with an inch of water. Demonstrate how to dunk craft sticks, 
pencils, or small people figures into water. Keep towels handy to clean up spills. 
Retell the Bible story as toddlers play. 
SAY • God wanted John to baptize Jesus. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. John 

put Jesus under the water and He came up again.

Follow the pattern
Provide rhythm instruments or sit at a table. Guide toddlers to follow the pattern 
that you create by hitting their instruments or tapping the table. Praise toddlers 
for following the pattern. Gently correct any mistakes.
SAY • Jesus always obeys God perfectly. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN to save us.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Baptism
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1
KEY PASSAGE: John 3:30
STORY POINT: Jesus obeyed God’s plan.
CHRIST CONNECTION: People are baptized to show they follow Jesus.

Transition activity: Follow the leader
Encourage toddlers to line up behind you and do what you do as you walk, march, 
hop, or skip through the room. Vary your arm movements, make silly faces, and 
praise toddlers when they mimic you. Retell the Bible story, inviting toddlers to 
repeat your facial expressions and hand gestures as you tell it.
SAY • Jesus always obeys God perfectly. Jesus never does anything wrong. John the 

Baptist baptized people who wanted to tell God they were sorry for their 
sins. God wanted John to baptize Jesus, even though Jesus is not a sinner. 
JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. Everything Jesus does makes God happy! 
Today people are baptized to show they follow Jesus.

Sing happy songs
Sing upbeat songs, such as “I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy (Down in My Heart),” “If 
You’re Happy and You Know It,” and “I’m So Glad that Jesus Loves Me.” 
SAY • JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. Everything Jesus does makes God happy.

Learn the key passage
Post an allergy alert. Before the session, write the key passage and Bible reference 
on a latex balloon. Blow up the balloon and show how the words increase, or get 
bigger. Say the key passage as toddlers bop the balloon.
SAY • John said these words about Jesus. God wanted John to baptize Jesus. JESUS 

OBEYED GOD’S PLAN. Jesus always obeys God perfectly.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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