
8 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 19 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Bible Story for Toddlers
Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, loved God, but they did not have any children. 
One day, Zechariah served in the temple. Suddenly an angel stood next to the 
altar. He said, “Do not be afraid! Your wife will have a son named John. God’s 
Spirit will be with him, and he will get people ready for the Messiah.” But 
Zechariah did not believe the angel’s message! God made it so that Zechariah 
could not talk until his son was born. When the baby was born, Zechariah and 
Elizabeth named him John. After that, Zechariah could speak again! Zechariah 
praised God for keeping His promise to rescue His people.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *An angel told Zechariah that Elizabeth would have a baby.
 * John was born to get people ready for Jesus.
 *Zechariah praised God for His plan to rescue people.

Unit 19 • Session 2 
John Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 1

STORY POINT: There is no one like Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: John 1:1b

CHRIST CONNECTION: We can praise God 
for sending Jesus.

Unit 19 • Session 2
Into the World
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Luke 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read the 
key passage card. 
SAY • An angel told Zechariah that Elizabeth would have a baby. John was born 

to get people ready for Jesus. Like Zechariah praised God, we can praise 
God for sending Jesus. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ Jesus *is God’s only Son, only Son, only Son! 
Jesus *is God’s only Son; there’s no one like Him!”

*Substitute came to rescue us in the next round.
SAY • Zechariah praised God for His plan to rescue people. We can praise God 

for sending Jesus. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS.

Shake shakers
Before class, pour colorful beads, tricolor uncooked rotini, jingle bells, and/or 
uncooked lentils in empty plastic spice bottles. Use colorful duct tape to seal the 
lids. Invite babies to shake the shakers as you sing songs about Jesus.
SAY • Zechariah praised God for His plan to rescue people. We can praise God 

for sending Jesus too! THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS.

Rock a baby
Provide vinyl baby dolls and blankets for babies to snuggle and rock. Talk about 
how Zechariah and Elizabeth did not have any children.
SAY • An angel told Zechariah that Elizabeth would have a baby. Their baby, 

John, was born to get people ready for Jesus. We can praise God for 
sending Jesus. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card and guide 
toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Luke 1. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make name door hangers
Cut sentence strips into 6-inch lengths. Write [His/her] name is [child’s name] on 
each strip. Provide stickers and crayons for toddlers to decorate their names. Hole 
punch the top corners of each strip and thread with yarn. Children may hang the 
artwork on their doors at home. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • An angel told Zechariah that Elizabeth would have a baby. John was born 

to get people ready for Jesus. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS! 

Play out the Bible story
Before class, gather the Zechariah, Elizabeth, and angel figures from the “Jesus 
Came to Earth” printable. Use a flannel board or metallic cookie sheet for 
toddlers to attach the figures as you tell the Bible story. 
SAY • John was born to get people ready for Jesus. Zechariah praised God for His 

plan to rescue people. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS.

Compare good and best
Provide clear plastic containers with items toddlers can compare, such as a 
container with a small cookie and a container with large cookie, a container with 
a few pennies and a container with several coins, and so forth. Retell the story.
SAY • John was born to get people ready for Jesus. God had a good plan for John, 

but His plan for Jesus was the very best! THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS. 

We can praise God for sending Jesus.

Prepare for a baby
Provide totes for toddlers to pack with diapers, baby blankets, bottles, and baby 
toys. Talk about how parents get ready for a new baby. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Zechariah praised God for His plan to rescue people. John was born to get 

people ready for Jesus. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS!
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: John Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 1
KEY PASSAGE: John 1:1b
STORY POINT: There is no one like Jesus.
CHRIST CONNECTION: We can praise God for sending Jesus.

Transition activity: “Write” on a tablet
Provide small dry erase boards or chalkboards and washable dry erase markers or 
chalk. Let toddlers practice drawing lines (a pre-writing skill). Retell the story.
SAY • An angel told Zechariah that Elizabeth would have a baby to get people ready 

for Jesus, but Zechariah did not believe. Zechariah could not talk until John 
was born. He had to write down his words. When John was born, Zechariah 
praised God for His plan to rescue people. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS!

Sing about God’s love
Sing “Jesus Loves Me,” “God Is So Good,” “All Things Bright and Beautiful,” and 
other songs about God’s love. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • John was born to get people ready for Jesus. Zechariah praised God for His 

plan to rescue people from sin. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS! We can 
praise God for sending Jesus too.

Play a quiet game
Invite toddlers to sit in a circle with their hands in their lap. Explain that they must 
stay quiet until you say, “His name is John.” Then they can clap, cheer, wiggle, and 
praise God. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Zechariah could not talk until John was born to get people ready for Jesus. 

When he could speak, Zechariah praised God for His plan to rescue people! 
THERE IS NO ONE LIKE JESUS!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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