
54 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 18 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 4
The People Restored

Unit 18 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God’s people were back at home. God loved His people, and He wanted them to 
love and obey Him. The priests were giving sick or hurt animals to God instead 
of the very best. The priests were teaching wrong things about God. God sent the 
prophet Malachi with a message. God said, “Your job is to help people love Me, 
but you are not doing that.” Some people thought serving God is not good, but 
that is not true. God said He would punish those who did not love Him. But He 
would send a messenger who would get people ready for the Messiah. God said, 
“Those who love and obey Me will be Mine.”

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Malachi told people God’s words.
 *God promised to send a messenger before the Messiah.
 * Jesus is God’s Son, the Messiah.

Malachi the Prophet

BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi

STORY POINT: Nothing can stop 
God’s good plan.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus came to 
give us good news.
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BABIES ActivitiesUse Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 4
The People Restored

Look in the Bible
Provide small Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to the Book of Malachi. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God promised to send a messenger before the Messiah. NOTHING CAN 

STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. Jesus is God’s Son, the Messiah. Jesus came to 
give us good news. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the song, listen to it online before the session.

“ Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children! 
God is love; God is love! 
Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children! 
God is love; God is love.”

SAY • NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. God promised to send a 
messenger before the Messiah. Jesus is God’s Son, the Messiah.

Make a Malachi puppet
Print the “Malachi Puppet” printable for each baby and cut out the prophet. 
Provide jumbo crayons for babies to decorate it. Help babies glue the puppet to a 
craft stick. Encourage babies to hold the puppet as you say the gospel gems. 
SAY • Malachi told people God’s words. God promised to send a messenger 

before the Messiah. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Explore a sensory basket
Provide a basket with items from the story, such as a toy lamb, a sealed plastic jar 
of coins, a heart shape, a Bible, and a Jesus figurine. Make sure items do not have 
small pieces. Let babies explore the basket as you talk about the Bible story.
SAY • God promised to send a messenger before the Messiah. Jesus is God’s Son, 

the Messiah. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to the Book of Malachi. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Make love notes to God
Provide paper, crayons, and heart stickers. Write the story point or Christ 
connection on each child’s paper. Encourage toddlers to draw what they think 
about when they think about God’s love. Retell the Bible story. 
SAY • God loves us, and He helps us love Him. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S 

GOOD PLAN. God promised to send a messenger before the Messiah.

Shake coins
Place coins in clear plastic jars and seal with duct tape. Invite toddlers to shake the 
coins. Talk about offerings we give to God. Retell the story.
SAY • God’s people were not giving good gifts to God. Malachi told people God’s 

words so they would love God. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Take care of animals
Provide stuffed animals and a toy doctor’s kit for toddlers to play out caring for 
sick animals. Talk about how God’s people brought animals as gifts to God, but 
they did not bring the best. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Malachi told people God’s words. Even though they were not giving their 

best to God, NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. God promised to 
send a messenger before the Messiah. Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah.

Compare gifts
Place in several sealed, clear containers gifts for toddlers to compare, such as 
fresh/rotten fruit, clean/dirty socks, or new/broken toy. As toddlers handle the 
containers, ask which gift they would give to a friend. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • People were not giving their best gifts to God. Malachi told people God’s 

words. God promised to send a messenger before the Messiah. NOTHING 

CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
STORY POINT: Nothing can stop God’s good plan.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus came to give us good news.

Transition activity: Musical key passage
Place the key passage card in a colorful gift bag. Invite toddlers to sit in a circle. As 
the music plays, toddlers will pass the bag around the circle. When the music stops, 
open the bag, read the key passage, and encourage toddlers to cheer. Play as time 
allows. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God’s people were not giving good gifts to God. The priests were teaching 

wrong things about God. They needed help! Malachi told people God’s 
words. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. God promised to send a 
messenger before the Messiah, Jesus! Jesus came to give us good news.

Share the good news
Stand in front of the group and say, “I have good news for you!” Invite each toddler 
to come close and whisper to him the story point or a gospel gem. Then announce 
it aloud to the class. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. God promised to send a 

messenger before the Messiah. Jesus is God’s Son, the Messiah. Jesus came to 
give us good news. Jesus rescues us from sin!

Work puzzles
Provide puzzles featuring Jesus. You may also cut the Bible story picture into three 
or four strips. Review the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY • NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. Jesus is God’s Son, the Messiah.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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