
50 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 18 • Session 3

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 3
The People Restored

Unit 18 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
When Jerusalem’s walls were finished, the people gathered together. A teacher 
named Ezra read the law from the time the sun came up in the morning until the 
sun was high in the sky. Men, women, and children stood and listened to God’s 
words. While Ezra read God’s words, other teachers helped people understand 
them. When the people heard God’s words, they knew they had not obeyed God, 
and they began to cry. Ezra and Nehemiah told the people not to be sad. “Go eat 
sweet food and share with your neighbors. Be happy! God makes us strong.” The 
people went home happy because they understood God’s words. Nehemiah led 
the people to turn back to God. They promised to worship only God and obey 
His rules.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Ezra read God’s words to the people.
 *The people heard God’s words and turned back to God.
 *The Bible is God’s words to us.

God’s People 
Repented

BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8–13

STORY POINT: Nothing can stop God’s 
good plan.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10

CHRIST CONNECTION: The Bible tells 
us God’s plan to rescue us.
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BABIES ActivitiesUse Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 3
The People Restored

Look in the Bible
Provide small Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Nehemiah 8. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • Ezra read God’s words to the people. The people heard God’s words and 

turned back to God. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S PLAN. [Pray.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the song, listen to it online before the session.

“ Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children! 
God is love; God is love! 
Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children! 
God is love; God is love.”

SAY • NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. Ezra read God’s words to the 
people. The Bible tells us God’s plan to rescue us.

Make Bible art
Fold construction paper into fourths to make a small book for each baby. Give 
her stickers to place on the cover of her “Bible.” Inside the cover, write the Christ 
connection or story point. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Ezra read God’s words to the people, and they loved God. The Bible is 

God’s words to us. The Bible tells us God’s plan to rescue us. NOTHING 

CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Walk around the church
Place babies in a stroller and point out the different classrooms in your hallway. 
Talk about how Bible teachers inside each class are helping children learn about 
God. Thank God for Bible teachers.
SAY • The Bible tells us of God’s plan to rescue us. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S 

GOOD PLAN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Nehemiah 8. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and 
gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make scented art
Post an allergy alert. Provide painting smocks, cups of water, watercolor paint, 
paintbrushes, and heavyweight paper for each toddler. Squirt clear fruit-flavored 
drops in the cups. Make sure toddlers do not drink the water as they paint. Write 
a gospel gem on each child’s paper. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Ezra read God’s words to the people. The people heard God’s words and 

turned back to God. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Look for the Bible
Hide your Bible in plain sight and invite toddlers to look for it. When they bring 
you the Bible, invite all the toddlers to touch it lovingly. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • The Bible is God’s words to us. The Bible tells us God’s plan to rescue us. 

NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Sing songs about the Bible
Sing favorite songs about the Bible, such as “The B-I-B-L-E,” “Wonderful Words 
of Life,” and “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” If you are unfamiliar with these songs, 
check them out online before class.
SAY • Ezra read God’s words to the people. The people heard God’s words and 

turned back to God. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Match Bibles
Print the “Bible Matching Cards” printable and cut apart the cards. Turn the 
cards faceup in a grid and invite toddlers to match them. Hold up the scroll and 
talk about how the Bible looked in Ezra’s day. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Ezra read God’s words to the people. The Bible is God’s words to us. 

NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: God’s People Repented
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8–13
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
STORY POINT: Nothing can stop God’s good plan.
CHRIST CONNECTION: The Bible tells us God’s plan to rescue us.

Transition activity: Play with people figures
Provide people figures of men, women, boys, and girls for toddlers. When you hold 
up the Bible and read the key passage card, tell toddlers to “stand” their people 
figures (hold them high), as you read it. Play several rounds. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God’s people were living in their homeland, and they finished building the 

city walls. Now they needed to heard God’s words! Ezra read God’s words to 
the people, and even boys and girls stood to listen. The people heard God’s 
words and turned back to God. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. 
The Bible tells us God’s plan to rescue us.

Eat a sweet snack
Post an allergy alert. Provide an age-appropriate sweet snack for toddlers to enjoy, 
such as fruit or bread with honey. Retell the Bible story as toddlers eat.
SAY • Ezra read God’s words to the people, and at first they were sad. Ezra told the 

people to be happy because the people heard God’s words and turned back 
to God. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Take a nature walk
Place the toddlers in a stroller or use a walking rope. If weather permits, take 
toddlers outside. Stand and invite toddlers to stand as you retell the Bible story.
SAY • Ezra read God’s words to the people, and the people stood up to show 

respect—even the kids! NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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