
46 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 18 • Session 2

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 2
The People Restored

Unit 18 • Session 2 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Nehemiah lived in Persia where he served the king. One day, messengers came 
from Judah. They said that Jerusalem’s walls were broken and the people were not 
safe. Nehemiah cried; then he prayed for help. When Nehemiah served the king, 
the king asked, “Why are you sad?” Nehemiah said, “Please send me to Judah to 
build the walls around Jerusalem.” The king agreed! It was not an easy job, but 
Nehemiah split up the work so families worked side by side. Some families built 
the gates; other families made repairs. God helped His people, and they finished 
the job quickly!

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Nehemiah led the people to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.
 *God kept His people safe as they worked.
 * Jesus keeps us safe from sin when we trust in Him. 

The Walls Rebuilt

BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1–6

STORY POINT: Nothing can stop 
God’s good plan.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus protects us 
from our enemies.
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BABIES ActivitiesUse Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 2
The People Restored

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Nehemiah 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • God kept His people safe as they worked, and Jesus protects us from our 

enemies. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the song, listen to it online before the session.

“ Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children! 
God is love; God is love! 
Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children! 
God is love; God is love.”

SAY • NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. God kept His people safe as 
they worked. Jesus protects us from our enemies too.

Touch and feel grapes
Before class, freeze grapes and place them in a ziplock bag. Seal the bag with duct 
tape. Invite babies to squeeze the bag. You may also use purple water beads.
SAY • Nehemiah was the king’s cupbearer. Nehemiah led the people to rebuild 

Jerusalem’s walls. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Peekaboo Bible story
Print the “Story Sequence” printable and tape the pictures in order to the floor 
or a mat. Cut squares of construction paper. Tape the squares over the pictures so 
babies can lift the flap to look at the picture beneath. Talk about the story.
SAY • Nehemiah led the people to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. God was with them, 

and they finished quickly. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. 
Jesus keeps us safe from sin when we trust in Him.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Nehemiah 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and 
gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make happy face art
Provide paper plates, googly eyes, yarn, glue, crayons, and stickers for toddlers to 
decorate a happy face. Write the story point or Christ connection on each plate.
SAY • Nehemiah led the people to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. God kept His people 

safe as they worked. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Hammer pegs
Provide a hammer and peg toy for toddlers to play out building the wall. You may 
also provide toy tools for toddlers to “fix” parts of the room. Retell the story.
SAY • God kept His people safe as they worked to build the walls. NOTHING 

CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. Jesus protects us from our enemies.

Play a matching game
Print the “Gate Matching Cards” printable and cut apart the cards. Mix up the 
cards and place them faceup in a grid for toddlers to match. Talk about how the 
pictures represent the names of four of the gates of Jerusalem. Retell the story.
SAY • God kept His people safe as they worked to rebuild the walls and gates. 

Jesus keeps us safe from sin when we trust in Him. NOTHING CAN STOP 

GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Look at stones
Gather various stones, nonbreakable magnifying glasses, and small cups of water 
for toddlers to clean the stones. Make sure the toddlers do not put the stones in 
their mouth. Retell the Bible story as toddlers examine the stones.
SAY • Nehemiah led the people to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. The walls were made 

out of stone. God kept His people safe as they worked. NOTHING CAN 

STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

 SESSION TITLE: The Walls Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 1–6
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
STORY POINT: Nothing can stop God’s good plan.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus protects us from our enemies.

Transition activity: Rebuild the walls
Post an allergy alert. Provide foam plates, graham crackers, and tubes of frosting. 
Help toddlers “build” the walls by piping frosting onto their plate and allowing 
them to stand the crackers on their long sides. Keep wipes handy. Retell the Bible 
story as toddlers build and then eat their snack.
SAY • Nehemiah led the people to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls so they would be 

protected from their enemies. God kept His people safe as they worked. 
NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. Jesus protects us from our 
enemies. Jesus keeps us safe from sin when we trust in Him.

Build with blocks
Provide blocks for toddlers to build a wall. You may also provide people figures to 
play out the Bible story. Retell the story as toddlers build.
SAY • Nehemiah led the people to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. NOTHING CAN STOP 

GOD’S GOOD PLAN. God kept His people safe as they worked.

What happened next?
Print the “Story Sequence” printable. Give the pictures to a few children. Retell 
the story, pointing for that child to stand and hold up her picture. Repeat as time 
allows, letting each toddler hold a picture.
SAY • Nehemiah led the people to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. God kept His people 

safe as they worked. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.

005815784_v6_BabiesLeaderGuide.indd   49 5/15/19   7:40 AM

© 2019 LifeWay© 2019 LifeWay




