
42 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 18 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 1
The People Restored

Unit 18 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
King Ahasuerus (uh haz yoo EHR uhs) of Persia chose Esther to be his queen. 
Esther was a Jew, one of God’s people. One day her cousin Mordecai found out 
someone wanted to destroy the Jews. He sent a message to Esther, “Ask the king 
to save our people.” Esther wanted to help her people, but no one could go to 
the king unless the king asked for that person. The only way to not be punished 
was if the king held out his scepter. Esther went to the king. The king saw Esther 
waiting and held out his scepter to her. Esther asked the king to come to a special 
meal. At the special meal, the king said to her, “I will give you whatever you ask.” 
Esther said, “Please save my people!” The king made a plan to rescue the Jews 
from their enemies!

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God made Esther queen of Persia.
 *God used Esther to rescue His people.
 * Jesus rescues us from sin and death.

Esther Saved 
Her People

BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther

STORY POINT: Nothing can stop 
God’s good plan.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus died and 
rose again to do God’s plan.
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BABIES ActivitiesUse Week of:

Unit 18 • Session 1
The People Restored

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to the Book of 
Esther. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • God made Esther queen of Persia. God used Esther to rescue His people. 

NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. Jesus died and rose again to 
do God’s plan. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a hymn
Sing the first verse of “Praise Him, Praise Him, All Ye Little Children.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the song, listen to it online before the session.

“ Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children! 
God is love; God is love! 
Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children! 
God is love; God is love.”

SAY • God used Esther to rescue His people. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S 

GOOD PLAN. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.

Play out a meal
Spread out a blanket and place toy food on it. Invite babies to explore the toy 
meal. Talk about the story as babies play.
SAY • God used Esther to rescue His people. Esther invited the king to a meal 

and asked him to protect her people. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD 

PLAN. Jesus died and rose again to do God’s plan.

Look in a mirror
Provide nonbreakable hand mirrors. Sit with a baby on your lap. Help him look 
in the mirror. Point out his unique features. 
SAY • God used Esther to rescue His people. God loves you very much, and 

God has a plan for you. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. 

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to the Book of 
Esther. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point 
and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make a meal collage
Before the session, gather cooking magazines and cut out images of food. Provide 
paper plates and glue. Encourage toddlers to glue the “food” to the plates. Talk 
about their favorite things to eat. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God used Esther to rescue His people. At a special meal, she asked the king 

for help. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Read about Esther
Print and assemble the “God Helped Esther Book” printable. Invite toddlers to sit 
with you as you read the book. Remind toddlers that Esther’s story is true because 
it comes from the Bible.
SAY • God used Esther to rescue His people. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD 

PLAN. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.

Dress up like a king/queen
Provide royal dress-up clothes, such as plush blankets (robes), crowns, plastic 
jewelry, and so forth. Invite toddlers to play out the Bible story as you retell it.
SAY • God made Esther queen of Persia. God was preparing her to save His 

people. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. Jesus died on the cross 
and rose again to do God’s plan.

Practice the key passage
Tape the key passage card to a toy crown. Invite toddlers to sit in a circle. 
Encourage toddlers to pass the crown as you play music. Stop the music and hold 
the crown over the child’s head. Read the key passage. Play again as time allows.
SAY • Our key passage says that God will restore us. Jesus bring us back to God. 

NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Esther Saved Her People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Peter 5:10
STORY POINT: Nothing can stop God’s good plan.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus died and rose again to do God’s plan.

Transition activity: Make a play dough meal
Provide play dough, food-shaped cookie cutters, and toy dishes to play out serving 
a meal. Remind toddlers not to eat the play dough. Talk about the Bible story as 
toddlers play.
SAY • God made Esther queen of Persia. Esther found out Haman wanted to hurt 

God’s people. God used Esther to rescue His people. Esther had a special 
meal for the king, and she asked him for help. NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S 

GOOD PLAN. Jesus died and rose again to do God’s plan. Jesus rescues us 
from sin and death.

Touch the scepter
Before the session, wrap a cardboard tube with gold foil. Stick adhesive jewels on it 
to make it a royal scepter. Sit in a chair and invite toddlers one at a time to touch 
the scepter. When they touch the scepter, repeat the story point. Retell the story.
SAY • God made Esther queen of Persia. God used Esther to rescue His people. 

NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Sing songs about God
Invite toddlers to clap or tap the table as you sing songs about God, such as “God Is 
So Good,” “Oh, How I Love Jesus,” and “Jesus Loves Me.” Retell the Bible story.
SAY • God used Esther to rescue His people. Jesus rescues us from sin and death. 

NOTHING CAN STOP GOD’S GOOD PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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