
SESSION 1 
CHURCH & KINGDOM 
 

CHURCH & KINGDOM 
1. Matthew 16:15-20 – Who is Jesus? Who revealed this to Simon? What would 
Jesus build? What would he give to Peter? What did Jesus order His disciples not 
to do? 
 

PAUL & KINGDOM 
 
2. Acts 19:8 – What did topic did Paul discuss for three months in the synagogue 
in Ephesus? 
 
3. Acts 20:25 – What did Paul say he preached at Ephesus? 
 
4. Acts 28:23, 31 – What did Paul explain and proclaim in Rome? 
 
5. Romans 14:17 – What is the kingdom of God about? 
 
6. 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (c.f., Galatians 5:21; Ephesians 5:5) – What will the 
unrighteous not inherit? 
 
7. 1 Corinthians 15:25 – What will the Son hand over to the Father? What will He 
abolish? 
 
8. 1 Corinthians 15:50 – What can flesh and blood not inherit? 
 
9. Colossians 1:13 – What did God rescue us from? What did He move us into? 
 
10. Colossians 4:11 – What were Paul and his coworkers working on behalf of? 
 
11. 1 Thessalonians 2:12 – What was God calling them into? 
 
12. 2 Thessalonians 1:5 – What would they be counted “worthy of”? 
 
13. 2 Timothy 4:1-2 – On what basis did Paul charge Timothy to preach the word? 
 
14. 2 Timothy 4:18 – What would the Lord bring Paul into? 
 
REFLECTION QUESTION: What two dimensions of the kingdom do we see in Paul’s writings? 
 

THE FOCUS OF THIS STUDY 
Paul uses ἐκκλησία (ekklésia; church) in the singular and plural forms 62 times. The word is used 114 
times in the NT. Of all the occurrences of the word, Paul provides us with just over half of the 
occurrences. 
  

 Kingdom Concept 
To fully grasp the kingdom in 
this age we must understand 
the nature of the church. 
 

Kingdom Heart 
If the kingdom of God is 
manifested in the church, 
then what does that say about 
our ultimate allegiance? 
Does your life reflect 
ultimate loyalty to King 
Jesus? 
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Paul teaches that the current manifestation of the kingdom is the church.  He wrote more about the 
church than any other biblical writer. Because of this, the focus of this study will primarily look at Paul’s 
ministry depicted in Acts and letters to see how Paul explained the church. 

 

ἐκκλησια (ek-klay-see'-ah) 

The word is comprised of ek (out from) and kaléō (to call). It was used in the Roman world to refer to 
public meetings (think town hall meetings) to deliberate some issue (see Acts 19:39). 
 
The word was also used in the Septuagint (the Greek OT, which was employed by NT writers when 
quoting the OT) to refer to the Israelites (see Deuteronomy 31:30; Joshua 8:35; Judges 21:8; 1 
Chronicles 29:1). This latter usage most likely influenced the usage of the term in the NT. 

 

“CHURCH” IN ENGLISH 
The English word comes from κύριος (koo'-ree-os; kyrios), which is translated as lord or master. Jesus 
is kyrios. A related term kyriakos, meaning “belonging to the Lord,” was used by Christians to speak of 
the church. In the NT, kyriakos is used to describe the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:20) and the 
Lord’s day (Revelation 1:10). 


