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MEMORY VERSE 

 

“My mother and my brothers are those  

who hear and do the word of God.” 

 

LUKE 8:21 



Obedience Proves Discipleship 
Millions claim to be Christians. They have some meas-

ure of ritual down and try to live uprightly, but they 

don’t obey the Lord in everything. For example, many 

haven’t followed the call of the Messiah to be baptized 

in His name for the forgiveness of their sins to receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. Some even completely ex-

plain away baptism. These are reminiscent of the Phari-

sees and experts in the law with regard to John’s bap-

tism. “We’re good, righteous people; we don’t need 

baptism. It’s not of God.” That’s what they essentially 

said about John’s baptism.  

Can a man reject the baptism the Lord has called us to 

participate in and be submissive to Him? How can he  

deny the Lord’s desire (Mat. 28:18-29; Mark 16:16; Acts 

2:38). Some “experts” have determined that only re-

pentance brings forgiveness of sins and the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. Baptism, they say, comes later. Others de-

termine that repentance isn’t a part of it; they were 

baptized as infants. Still others teach that the Holy Spir-

it comes in a later, dry baptism. Paul said there was 

“one baptism” (Eph. 4:5). Can a man reject the Lord’s 

teaching on this matter and still legitimately claim be 

His obedient servant?  

This is but one example—a good one, given the con-

text of the rejection of John’s baptism—to illustrate 

what obedience to God really demands. 

Look again at the 

text: 

+What did Jesus conclude 

about John’s function? 

+How did the tax collectors show them-

selves to be submissive to God’s ways? How 

did the Pharisees and experts in the law 

demonstrate their rejection of God? 

+To what did Jesus compare “this genera-

tion” and why? 

+What differences exist between John’s and 

Jesus’ coming? 

+How is wisdom vindicated? 

APRIL 8-14  

LUKE 7:24-35 

Obeying the Lord is 
the proof that we 
have embraced 

God’s ways. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+Why is hearing God’s 

spokesmen and obeying what 

they command the greatest proof that we 

have accepted God’s way of righteousness? 

+Why is the least in the kingdom of God 

greater than John? 

 

Disciples of Jesus proclaim 

God’s way of righteousness; 

not one they’ve made up. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY John definitely didn’t fit the profile of what the Jewish leaders (many of 

whom were experts in the law) expected of the prophet who would usher in the 

age of the Messiah. They were wrong, of course. Why might it be good that Chris-

tians don’t fit the prejudged profile of what our society thinks a Christians should be? Pray about it: Ask the 

Lord to help you be what He wants you to be in this world—even if it breaks the mold of what nominal Chris-

tians and unbelievers think a Christian should be.  Sing it: I Am Mine No More. 

TUESDAY Christians are often judged most harshly by each other, much like the religious Pharisees misjudged 

John and Jesus. It takes courage to live the Lord’s mission in this world, and it often brings criticism from oth-

er Christians when you’re doing it. Do you have courage to join the Lord in His mission? Pray about it: Ask the 

Lord to give you courage to continue the mission when other Christians attack you for being too radical in 

your commitment or too lax in your associations. Sing it: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus. 

WEDNESDAY  A prophet was moved by the Spirit of God to proclaim God’s will. A Christian is filled with the 

Spirit of God to receive help in following God’s will. It is in this sense that “the least in the kingdom of God is 

greater than “ John. Pray about it: Thank the Lord for His indwelling Spirit and for all the strength, wisdom, 

and intercession given through the Spirit. Sing it: Breathe on Me, Breath of God. 

THURSDAY Reception or rejection of God’s plan for our lives is seen in our obedience to the commands given 

by God’s spokesmen. What does your life say about your reception or rejection of Christ, who spoke through 

His apostles? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to open your eyes to His will as delivered through the apostles and 

found in the New Testament, and to give you strength and wisdom to obey it. Sing it: Have Thine Own Way. 

FRIDAY Was Jesus really a glutton and a drunkard? Was He a friend of tax collectors and sinners? How can we 

be friends of sinners and remain unstained from the world? (See James 1:27). Pray about it: Ask the Lord to 

help your be a friend of sinners without compromising your faithfulness to His ways. Sing it: Jesus! What a 

Friend for Sinners.  

SATURDAY Who are the “tax collectors and sinners” of our day? Are you reaching out to them with the love 

of Christ? Serving them? Building healthy kingdom-driven relationships with them? Teaching them about 

Christ? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you carry out His mission to reach the spiritually sick, so that they 

might come to know God and accept His plan for their lives. Sing it: People Need the Lord. 

 

April 8-14  

LUKE 7:24-35 



Vision Check 
Twelve years ago, Casting Crowns released “Does Any-

body Hear Her,” a song written by front man Mark Hall. 

The bridge and chorus is a searing rebuke to comforta-

ble Christians: 

If judgment looms under every steeple/If lofty 

glances from lofty people/Who can't see past her 

scarlet letter/And we never even met her/Never 

even met her 

Does anybody hear her?/Can anybody see?/Or does 

anybody even know she's going down today?/

Under the shadow of our steeple/With all the lost 

and lonely people/Searching for the hope that's 

tucked away in you and me/Does anybody hear 

her?/Can anybody see? 

This week’s text is a deeper glance into the heart of Je-

sus, the friend of sinners … and a disturbing glance into 

the heart of the self-righteous. It’s about a hooker and 

the Healer of Brokenness, about a log-in-the-eye reli-

gionist and a humble, adoring servant. In an interesting 

twist, it’s about Jesus eating with sinners—even though 

the unforgiven sinner is blind to his condition. 

Jesus challenges us with a question to guide our mis-

sion: “Do you see this woman?” How many times do we 

see people through culturally-crafted lenses instead of 

through the eyes of Christ, the friend of sinners?  

The woman we’re supposed to see reveals to us the 

heart of worship—a deep, deep understanding of 

Christ’s forgiveness. 

Look again at the 

text: 

+Who invited Jesus to din-

ner? Who invaded the party? 

What did she do? 

+What did the Pharisee say to himself in re-

sponse to the woman and her actions? 

+What story did Jesus tell Simon? 

+What had Simon failed to do for Jesus? 

+Why did the woman love much? 

+How was the woman saved? 

APRIL 15-21  

LUKE 7:36-50 

The heart of a disci-
ple of Christ is filled 
with adoration for 
Christ and compas-

sion for sinners. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+What differences existed 

between Simon and the 

woman? What, if any, similari-

ties? 

+What does this text teach us about Jesus? 

About faith? About forgiveness? About wor-

ship? 

+How does love for the Lord—motivated by 

gratitude for forgiveness—affect our wor-

ship? 

Disciples see others as Christ 

sees them, as those worthy of 

love and respect. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY How have you acted like the Pharisee? Pray about it: Thank the Lord 

for His great forgiveness, and ask Him to help you be humble, grateful, and faith-

ful. Sing it: Grace Greater Than Our Sin. 

TUESDAY How have you acted like the sinful woman—before she came to the party? Pray about it: Thank the 

Lord for loving you and providing forgiveness for your sins and giving you freedom to love Him in return. 

Sing it: Since Jesus Came Into My Heart. 

WEDNESDAY  Do you live in service to the Lord because of a deep, grateful love for Him or merely from a 

sense of obligation necessary to keep you out of hell? Is there a difference between the two approaches? Why 

or why not? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you clearly see what reforms you need to make in your life. 

Sing it: I Will Serve You. 

THURSDAY How are the two debtors in Jesus’ story similar? Different? Which one are you? Why? Pray about 

it: Thank the Lord for releasing you from the debt—one you couldn’t possibly repay—that would have eter-

nally imprisoned you. Sing it: He Paid a Debt. 

FRIDAY Can you be around Jesus without having a response to Him? No! Simon, the sinful woman, and the 

rest of the dinner party all responded to Jesus. Which of these responses help us to understand the response 

of true disciples? Pray about it: Thank the Lord for the opportunity afforded by His grace to worship and 

serve Him. Sing it: Wonderful, Merciful Savior.  

SATURDAY Are you living with true peace — a state of wellbeing in which you know you are loved by the 

Lord and are free to love Him and others? Pray about it: Thank the Lord for the peace of mind He provides in 

His loving, gracious offer of forgiveness. Sing it: My Faith Looks Up to Thee. 

 

April 15-21  

LUKE 7:36-50 



Women and Jesus’ Ministry 
Mike McKinley, in Luke 1-12 For You, observes the fol-

lowing about Luke and the role of women: 

Luke’s portrait of the role of women in the minis-

try of Jesus is extraordinary. They are faithful and 

tenacious friends to Jesus when many of the male 

disciples abandon him (23:27); they are special 

objects of Jesus’ mercy and compassion (e.g. 7:11

-15); they are avid learners (10:39), financial sup-

porters (8:3), and models of true sacrificial giving 

(21:1-4). 

Christianity was countercultural in first-century Judaism, 

as well as in the Roman world. Christianity elevated 

women as equal participants in “the grace of life” (1 

Peter 3:7), worthy to be cherished, honored, cared for 

and loved in Christlike ways (1 Peter 3:7; Eph. 5:25-28). 

They were equal participants in religion (Gal. 3:28). 

Christianity must be countercultural today in an egali-

tarian society. One’s worth, role, and function in the 

body of Christ is determined by Christ the Lord, not so-

ciety. A disciples’ obedience is to the Lord. Observing 

such roles and functions does not lessen one’s value 

and standing before Him, an equal recipient of His sav-

ing grace. Neither does it play in to abuses of a sinful 

world. It simply honors the Savior.  

Female disciples today must be as bold to counter cul-

ture as the first female disciples were. How? By simply 

following the One who made them and saved them—

Jesus Christ the Lord.   

Look again at the 

text: 

+What event had taken place 

at the end of ch. 7? 

+Describe Jesus’ itinerary. 

+What was He preaching? 

+Who accompanied Him? What had hap-

pened to some of the women? How many 

demons had come out of Mary? 

+What were they doing for Jesus and the 

Twelve? 

APRIL 22-28  

LUKE 8:1-3 

The heart of a disci-
ple is for Christ  — 
not for worldly sta-
tus and acceptance. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+Investigate it: How did Je-

sus’ view and treatment of 

women differ from Jewish so-

ciety? 

+This text foreshadows some of Jesus’ 

teaching recorded later Luke. Read Luke 

14:26 and think about how it might connect 

to this text. 

+In your experience, how have women 

proved to be invaluable to gospel ministry—

apart from being wives and mothers? 

Disciples—men and women—

are useful to the Master in His 

mission. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY Why did these women so desperately want to follow Jesus and be a 

part of His ministry? Gratitude. The only legitimate reason to be involved in minis-

try—even in a supporting role—is gratitude to Jesus for what He has done for us. 

Pray about it: Thank the Lord for all He’s done for you. Sing it: Thou, My Everlasting Portion. 

TUESDAY Within 17 verses (Luke 7:36-8:3) we find revolutionary things happening within Jesus’ ministry. Jew-

ish men did not even speak to women and believed they had no value in religion. Here we see women who 

model worship and service in ways we have not much seen in Jewish men so far in Luke. Pray about it: Thank 

the Lord for the women in your life who have demonstrated faithful commitment and service to the Lord. 

Sing it: Jesus, Let Us Come to Know You. 

WEDNESDAY  A good metric for measuring the heart of your discipleship is the level of gratitude you display 

in your life—in worship and service. Is gratitude the overwhelming motivation of your life? Pray about it: Lav-

ish words of gratitude on the Lord. Sing it: I Love the Lord. 

THURSDAY “But for these women to travel with the group would have been viewed as scandalous, at least by 

Jesus’ detractors” (Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament, p. 200). What 

does this say about Jesus? About His detractors? Pray about it: Thank the Lord for inviting you through the 

gospel into His service. Sing it: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus. 

FRIDAY Why is the mention of Chuza so interesting in the narrative of Luke. Consider 3:20 and 14:26. How 

might Joanna exemplify bravery in discipleship? Have you acted so bravely? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to 

strengthen you to be His servant, even when it’s difficult for others to understand why you want to be so ded-

icated to Him. Sing it: Where He Leads Me, I Will Follow.  

SATURDAY What does it say about Jesus that He allows women to be His financial supporters? Pray about it: 

Thank the Lord for the opportunity to financially support gospel ministry. Sing it: We Give Thee But Thine 

Own. 

 

April 22-28  

LUKE 8:1-3 



Hearing Test 
Pious Jews daily recited Deuteronomy 6:4-5—known as 

the Shema (from the Hebrew for “hear” or “listen”): 

“Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

and with all your strength.” 

Walter Brueggemann observes the following:  “The im-

perative ‘hear’ is fundamental to a covenant under-

standing of this people of God.  In listening, Israel is 

summoned, commanded, and assured by the One with 

authority who takes an initiative and imposes upon Is-

rael a will, purpose, and identity other than any it might 

have taken for itself. The imperative brings Israel into a 

defining relationship, whereby this people now lives 

completely in the sphere of YHWH’s will and pur-

pose” (Deuteronomy, p. 83). 

 During the call of Isaiah, the Lord tells Isaiah that the  

he would speak for the Lord into a vacuum of misun-

derstanding due to the hard hearts of the people (Is. 

6:9-13). The Lord was interested in those who really 

wanted to serve Him. When He began to deal with 

crowds that were out to see the show, He picked up the 

Lord’s word in Isaiah 6:9 and called out for true disci-

ples—not just fans—saying, “The secrets of the king-

dom of God have been given for you to know, but to 

the rest it is in parables, so that ‘Looking they may not 

see, and hearing they may not understand’” (v. 10). 

Do you hear Jesus—really hear Him? 

Look again at the 

text: 

+What parable did Jesus tell? 

What statement of applica-

tion did He call out? 

+Who asked Jesus to explain the parable? 

+To whom had been given the secrets of 

the kingdom of God? 

+How did Jesus explain the parable? 

+What warning did He give about listening? 

+Who are Jesus’ mother and brothers? 

APRIL 29-MAY 5 

LUKE 8:4-21 

Fruitful disciples intently 
listen to Jesus,      

persevering through all     
potential distractions. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+Count the number of refer-

ences to hearing or listening 

in this section. What does the 

repetition of this idea say about the three 

seemingly different sections in this text? 

+Consider Jesus’ audience in the book of 

Luke and apply the parts of the parable to 

them: (1) Scribes & Pharisees, (2) the 

crowds, (3) Judas Iscariot, (4) true disciples.  

If you are honest about your relationship to 

the word of God, which soil best describes 

you at this time in your life? 

Only those who intently listen 

to Jesus are true fruit-bearing 

disciples. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY Crowds are in for shows. Churches that specialize in shows (great dis-

plays or performances) never get to the heart what Jesus expects from His follow-

ers. Gathering a crowd is NOT the work of the kingdom. The size of the crowd sel-

dom reflects the number of true disciples. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you hold on to the word 

through all of the tests and trials of life, in good times and bad, seeing clearly those places in your heart that 

are prone to hardness or indifference. Sing it: I Am Thine, O Lord. 

TUESDAY The difference between the crowd and the disciples is that the disciples knew there was something 

more to the story than what was on the surface and they pursued the deeper meaning. The crowds didn’t 

have an interest in going deeper. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you in understanding His will for your 

life. Sing it: Open My Heart. 

WEDNESDAY  A difficult question posed by the text:  Did Jesus not want the crowd to see or did He know 

they didn’t care to see? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you be a true disciple, with your heart wide open 

to His word, desiring to keep it and teach it so that others may come to the Light. Sing it: Open Our Eyes, 

Lord 

THURSDAY Consider word works in a disciple: He hears the word with a good and honest heart and obeys—

through the trials and temptations (distractions) of life, which allows him to produce an abundance of fruit.  

This precisely describes the original disciples of Jesus. Does it describe you? Pray about it: Thank the Lord for 

inviting you into His service through the gospel. Sing it: I’d Rather Have Jesus. 

FRIDAY Can anyone escape the light of truth? No. “Christians” who aren’t true disciples will eventually be ex-

posed for what they truly are. What will the light of truth reveal about you? Pray about it: Thank the Lord for 

the light of truth that will eventually reveal the truth about your heart for His word. Sing it: Turn Your Eyes 

Upon Jesus.  

SATURDAY Two responses to the word of God bring us into and keep us as Christ’s family: hearing and do-

ing. Are you in the family? Pray about it: Thank the Lord for being able to be a part of God’s family. Sing it: 

The Family of God. 

 

April 29-May 5 

LUKE 8:4-21 



Dangerous World,  Powerful Lord 

Be with me, Lord, and then if dangers threaten, 

If storms of trial burst above my head, 

If lashing seas leap everywhere about me, 

They cannot harm or make my heart afraid. 

- Thomas O. Chisholm, 1935 

Life is dangerous. Guarantees of personal safety don’t 

exist. We will all come to “the hour of ... departure for 

worlds unknown.”  

Unfortunately, some disciples are unwilling to take nec-

essary risks for the mission out of an illegitimate fear of 

persecution. While there is something to be said for 

avoiding foolish risks, faith is by its very nature risky. 

Following Jesus is dangerous. 

Thankfully, though, even in the grasp of death, our Lord 

Jesus is near (Phil. 1:21-23; 2 Tim. 4:17) and His resur-

rection power will deliver (2 Tim. 4:18). Our Lord de-

stroyed the one who held the power of death and res-

cued us from slavery to death (Heb. 2:14-15). So, we 

take the risk, knowing death has been defeated; it has 

been rendered powerless over our determination to go 

forward in the Lord’s mission.  

By faith—a deep trust in His promise to be with us al-

ways (Mat. 28:20)—we can live with “A constant sense 

of Thy abiding presence,” to know that “Where’er I am,” 

I can “feel that Thou art near.” 

Look again at the 

text: 

+Who got into the boat with 

Jesus? 

+What did Jesus do while they were sailing? 

+What came down on the lake? 

+How did the disciples respond? 

+What did Jesus do to the storm? 

+What did He do to the disciples? 

+What question of reverence and amaze-

ment did the disciples have? 

MAY 6-12 

LUKE 8:22-25 

The Lord will guide and 
sustain the purpose for 

which He has sent us into 
the world to continue 

 His mission. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+Given their history with Je-

sus, why did the disciples re-

spond with fear?  

+All but one of these disciples were present 

after the church’s first run-in with the Jewish 

authorities (Acts 4). Describe their response. 

+How do disciples today evidence a lack of 

faith in the Lord’s ability to help us through 

storms of persecution and trial? Is Jesus 

pleased when we refuse to carry out the 

mission because of fear? Why or why not? 

 
Complete trust in Jesus’ power 

produces courageous obedi-

ence in carrying out His mis-

sion. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY Why did Jesus fall asleep? Isn’t it obvious? He was tired. We all need 

rest—even Jesus. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you get the rest you need to 

be refreshed to serve. Sing it: Near to the Heart of God. 

TUESDAY Windstorms could be quite violent on the Sea of Galilee (Lake Gennesaret), possessing hurricane 

levels of wind. Given that three of these men (Simon Peter, James & John) were professional fisherman, what 

do we know about this storm? Will we always be ready for the storms we face while carrying out the Lord’s 

mission? Probably not. However, we can always be aware of His presence and power.  Pray about it: Ask the 

Lord to help you live with an awareness of His power. Sing it: Be with Me, Lord. 

WEDNESDAY  Have you ever pleaded with the Lord during difficult or even dangerous times and it seemed 

like He didn’t hear you? Mike McKinley observes, “It is easy to trust God when the sailing is smooth. We enjoy 

God’s help and blessings when we can see how everything is going to work out well. But we can tell a great 

deal about what we really believe about Jesus’ identity when we see how we respond in a time of crisis. Do we 

panic and wonder if he really cares about us? Or are we able to trust him in the storms of life? We need to 

feel that challenge. And then we need to remember the good news— that Jesus helps the disciples (and us) 

even though they fail to trust him in the way that they should” (Luke 1-12 For You, Kindle Locations 1577-

1580). Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you trust Him more. Sing it: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 

THURSDAY Only God has the power to calm raging seas (Ps. 135:6-7). “Who then is this?” is a good question. 

The answer is obvious—at least, it should have been. When we fully grasp who Jesus is—His identity, power 

and presence—we will fearlessly be able to serve Him. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you grow faithful 

fearlessness. Sing it: Don’t Be Afraid. 

FRIDAY Even when our confidence is deficient, our Lord is faithful (2 Tim. 2:11-13). Even when doubts and 

fears are present, He will not abandon us (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). He is faithful. The great message of Scripture is 

this: “I am with you always” (Mat. 28:20). Pray about it: Thank the Lord for His enduring presence. Sing it: It Is 

Well with My Soul.  

SATURDAY A group disciples, perhaps living in Rome during a period of persecution, are reminded of who 

God is and what He has done for His people. They (and we) are reminded that “we who have fled for refuge 

might have strong encouragement to seize the hope [i.e. all the promises of God found in Christ] set before 

us. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure” (Heb. 6:18-19). They are implored: “Let us 

hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, since he who promised is faithful” (10:23).  Pray 

about it: Thank the Lord for being steady and sure when life is threatening and dangerous. Sing it: We Have 

an Anchor. 

May 6-12 

LUKE 8:22-25 



Go Home! 

Addiction, broken homes, immorality, materialism, de-

pression, despair, slavery—in a word, sin.  

It’s where we live. It’s not constrained to any particular 

society or nation. It’s universal, which is why everybody 

needs Jesus. The starving in Africa; the enslaved in Asia; 

the oppressed in the Middle East; the secularist in Eu-

rope; the animist in South America; the hedonist in 

America needs Jesus. But, how will they come to know 

Him? 

Jesus changed the man possessed by “Legion” in an 

extraordinarily powerful and dramatic fashion. From 

naked and living in caves (tombs of that day) to follow-

ing Jesus and sitting at His feet, there was no arguing 

with the power of Jesus. So, while the man begged to 

be a part of Jesus’ mission team, Jesus bid him, “Go 

back to your home, and tell all that God has done for 

you” (Luke 8:39). It could have been a moment of great 

disappointment for the man to be told to go home. He 

had spent time learning from Jesus. Still, his service to 

the gospel of Christ was most powerfully accomplished 

back home. Who else could have so compellingly wit-

nessed to the power of God in Christ to those Gentiles? 

He was best suited for that task. 

If our training in discipleship sends us back home, a 

faithful servant of Christ does the Lord’s bidding.  

Look again at the 

text: 

+To what region did they 

sail? 

+Describe the demon-possessed man. 

+How many demons possessed him? 

+Into what did Jesus cast the demons? 

What happened when He did that? 

+Describe the demon-possessed man after 

Jesus restored him. 

+What did the inhabitants of that region 

want Jesus to do? Why? 

+What did the man want to do? What did 

Jesus want the man to do? 

MAY 13-19 

LUKE 8:26-39 

The best evidence to the 
power of Christ in me is 
the substantial change 

He’s produced in my life. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+Why is this story a powerful 

testimony to disciples living 

in pagan societies? Why is it encouraging to 

a Gentile population? 

+How does the right-minded man demon-

strate the proper posture of a disciple? 

+How can the allure of foreign missions hurt 

the local mission? 

Sometimes the mission requires 

going afar; most of the time, 

though, it requires going home. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY Reflect on Romans 1:16-17 and how it might illuminate our text for the 

week. Pray about it: Thank God for His great power toward us in the gospel. Sing 

it: Jesus Paid It All (Grape; esp. v. 2). 

TUESDAY Do you have such a dramatic testimony to the power of Christ in you as did the demoniac? Does 

that diminish what gospel has done in your life? Think about all of the ways the gospel has delivered you and 

shaped your life. Consider Romans 6:16-18  Pray about it: Thank the Lord for delivering you from the power 

of sin and death. Sing it: Awesome Power. 

WEDNESDAY  Selfish to servant. Hurtful to helpful. Greedy to giving. Spirit of bitterness to spirit of for-

giveness. Hopeless and meaningless to hopeful and purposeful. Rudeness to kindness. These kinds of chang-

es in us are great testimonies to the power of the gospel in us.  Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you hum-

bly realize the changes the gospel has made in you. Sing it: Turn My Heart. 

THURSDAY How we respond to the power of Christ is up to us. The people of the region were afraid of Him. 

They wanted Him to leave them alone. Some folks we try to share the gospel with feel the same way. They 

want no part of the life-change the gospel can bring. Sometimes, if we’re honest, we might even want the 

gospel to leave parts of our lives alone. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you submit to His power in every 

way. Sing it: Have Thine Own Way. 

FRIDAY Many overlook the fact that the man spent time at the feet of Jesus. Sitting at the feet of a teacher 

was the proper posture for a student (disciple). This is important to see because disciples make disciples. We 

must spend time at the feet of Jesus before going and proclaiming. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to keep train-

ing you to be useful in His service. Sing it: Sitting At the Feet of Jesus (Hull). 

SATURDAY The mission isn’t about me. It isn’t about my strategies or my desires. It’s not about adventure 

and travel. It’s about exalting Christ. The allure of going afar has often led disciples to forget to go home and 

represent Christ to those closest to them. Whether it’s in our hometown or among family and friends, going 

and making disciples always applies. Are you willing to go home and proclaim what Jesus has done for you? 

Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you see all of the open doors around you. Sing it: Lead Me to Some Soul 

Today. 

May 13-19 

LUKE 8:26-39 



Fear and Faith 

The situation was critical for the young girl. She had 

been the apple of his eye for twelve years, and now she 

was about to die. Jairus pleaded with Jesus out of des-

peration. Jairus knew Jesus was the only one who could 

possibly do anything for her. Can you imagine the relief 

Jairus must have felt when Jesus agreed to go to with 

him? Can you imagine how hastily Jairus led Jesus to 

the girl? Can you imagine Jairus’ frustration when, in 

the fevered rush to get to his daughter, Jesus suddenly 

stopped?  

“Who touched me?” While Peter assessed the apparent 

absurdity of the question, can you hear Jairus—perhaps 

audibly, perhaps under his breath—protesting, “Who 

cares? We have to get to my little girl!” Jairus feared 

what appeared to him to be the inevitable conse-

quence of the interruption. 

Courageously, not at all wanting to interrupt Jesus, the 

unclean woman got close enough to Jesus to touch a 

part of His garment, fully believing He had the power 

to make her clean. She was right. Jesus’ power was suf-

ficient, and her faith in His power delivered her from 

twelve, long years of uncleanness and ostracization. 

Can you see you her as she comes forward “trembling,” 

falling at the feet of Jesus? Can you see her bowed in 

reverent fear? Can you hear the shakiness in her voice 

while she confesses to causing the interruption? 

Fear and faith fight within us when we follow Jesus.  

Look again at the 

text: 

+Who was Jairus and what 

did he want from Jesus? 

+How old was the daughter? 

+What did the woman do to Jesus and what 

happened when she did it? 

+Describe the woman. How long had she 

had her problem? 

+Describe the confession of the woman. 

What had delivered her from her imprison-

ing uncleanness? 

+What did Jesus tell Jairus upon learning of 

his daughter’s death? 

MAY 20-26 

LUKE 8:40-56 

Jesus has the power to de-
liver us from our unclean-

ness and its resulting 
death—believe it! 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+What’s intriguing about the 

years given for the daughter 

and the duration of the woman’s unclean-

ness? What simple truth can we take from 

this information? 

+Describe the tension between fear and 

faith in this passage. 

Fear hinders the work of the 

gospel; faith overcomes the 

fears. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY Have you ever fallen at the feet of Jesus to plead with Him to do some-

thing about your troubles and trials? Do you need to do so today? Pray about it: 

Take your cares to the Lord in prayer. Sing it: What a Friend We Have in Jesus. 

TUESDAY Death is a reality with which we all are painfully confronted in our lives. Whether it’s watching a 

loved one suffer and die or the moment we confront our own mortality, the imprisonment of death is all too 

real. The victory announcement of Christ is this: “Death is going down!” Read 1 Cor. 15:26, 51-57 and Heb. 

2:14-15 to meditate on the victory. Pray about it: Thank the Lord for giving us the victory. Sing it: Victory in 

Jesus. 

WEDNESDAY  The woman “suffering from bleeding” would have been unclean under the Law of Moses (Lev. 

15:25-31). Anything or anyone she touched would have also been ritually unclean. No one would have inten-

tionally touched her—that’s for sure! She was willing, though, to risk making Jesus unclean in order to find 

deliverance from the prison of uncleanness in which she had lived for 12 years. Jesus took the uncleanness on 

himself and delivered her. This is the gospel. Sin is our uncleanness. It ostracizes us from God and each other. 

Jesus took our uncleanness on himself and set us free to love God and one another. Pray about it: Thank the 

Lord for taking your sins on himself to make you clean. Sing it: I Stand Amazed. 

THURSDAY When the woman touched Jesus she did so with full knowledge of the law of uncleanness. In oth-

er words, as far as she knew she was likely (and wrongfully) spreading her uncleanness. Understanding this, 

we can readily sympathize with her fear and trepidation in owning up to what she had done. The only way we 

can come to Lord is to realize the full weight of our uncleanness. Thankfully, ‘he gives greater grace” (James 

4:6; read vv. 7-10). Pray about it: Thank the Lord for giving “greater grace.” Sing it: Grace Greater Than Our 

Sin. 

FRIDAY The fear of death is paralyzing. Placing our confidence in the power of the Death Destroyer (1 Cor. 

15:57; Heb. 2:14-15) gives us the energy we need to work for the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58; 1 John 5:4). Pray about it: 

Thank the Lord for giving you the fuel of victorious, rewarding hope to serve Him. Sing it: Faith Is the Victory.  

SATURDAY In the gospel Jesus bids us to “get up” out of the pit of despair, arise to new life (Rom. 6:4), and 

“press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God” in Him (Phil. 3:14).   Pray about it: Thank 

the Lord for giving you purpose in this world. Sing it: He Lifted Me (aka In Loving-Kindness Jesus Came). 

May 20-26 

LUKE 8:40-56 



They Couldn’t Feed the 5,000 

In the opening verses, the Twelve are sent out to do the 

work of the gospel of the kingdom. The Lord Jesus 

gives them power and authority to preach and heal. “So 

they went out and traveled from village to village, pro-

claiming the good news and healing everywhere.” Mis-

sion accomplished. “When they returned they reported 

to Jesus all that they had done.” 

Imagine how fulfilled they must have felt returning 

from their mission trip. They were doing the Lord’s 

work—literally doing the exact things they had wit-

nessed Jesus doing. They must have been on cloud 

nine. 

Good work deserves a good rest. “He took them along 

and withdrew privately to a town called Bethsaida.” 

Good work also increases demand. The crowds tracked 

them down. Jesus used the opportunity to teach and 

heal. 

“Send the crowd away, so that they can god into the 

surrounding villages and countryside to find food and 

lodging.” Good plan, right? Wrong! Jesus told the 

Twelve, “You give them something to eat.” Looking at a 

mere five loaves of bread and two fish and then look-

ing at the massive crowd, can’t you hear them ques-

tioning, “How!?!?” Despite their inadequacy, Jesus mi-

raculously provided food for everyone from what was 

available and organized the distribution. The Twelve 

simply distributed it.  

We must never forget who the Lord is—no matter how 

powerfully He uses us to accomplish His work.    

Look again at the 

text: 

+What power and authority 

did Jesus give the Twelve? 

What did He send them to do? What in-

structions did He give them? What did they 

do after receiving these instructions? 

+What was Herod’s problem? 

+What problem arose over the crowd? What 

did the Twelve propose? What did Jesus 

want them to do? 

+How many loaves and fish did they have? 

About how many people did they need to 

feed? 

+Who solved the problem? How? 

MAY 27-JUNE 2 

LUKE 9:1-17 

Though the Lord uses us 
in carrying out His work in 
the world today, He is still 

the only One with all  
power and authority. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+From 9:1-6 describe the na-

ture of apostleship. 

+Bible Trivia (but not trivial): Besides the 

miracle of the Resurrection, what is the only 

other miracle described in all four Gospels? 

What does this say about the miracle? 

 

Proclaiming the good news of 

Jesus’ kingly rule is the focus 

of kingdom work. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY In carrying out the kingdom’s work, we can easily forget that all power 

and authority belongs to the Lord. While the Lord gives us room to make practical 

decisions about how to go about the work of the kingdom, He does not give us 

room to change or improve upon His instructions. As Paul told Timothy, so we must be careful in carrying out 

the Lord’s mission: “In the presence of God, who gives life to all, and of Christ Jesus, who gave a good confes-

sion before Pontius Pilate, I charge you to keep this command without fault or failure until the appearing of 

our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Timothy 6:13).  Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you keep His instructions. Sing it: 

A Charge to Keep I Have. 

TUESDAY The power we have is the gospel (Rom. 1:16-17). Do we believe this? Sometimes, if we’re honest, 

we try to make ourselves or our abilities or our programs the power to bring people to Christ. The only power 

we have is given to us by Jesus.  Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help His people keep believing in the power of 

the gospel to save. Sing it: Into Our Hands. 

WEDNESDAY  Imagine how fulfilled they must have felt returning from their mission trip. They were doing the 

Lord’s work—literally doing the exact things they witnessed Jesus doing. They must have been on cloud nine.  

Imagine how frustrated they must have been when Jesus told them to feed the massive crowd. This is minis-

try. There are accomplishment and frustrations. How do we deal with the frustrations? The same way we deal 

with the accomplishments. We give glory to Christ for being Lord of the mission.  Pray about it: Thank the 

Lord for working all things through His power to accomplish the mission of saving the lost. Sing it: Lift Him 

Up. 

THURSDAY Isn’t it amazing that Jesus does His work through us? We should never lose our sense of wonder 

over this. After all, what do we really have to bring to Him that He hasn’t given to us? What little it is, too! Yet, 

aren’t we encouraged to know that He can take a little and produce a lot. Pray about it: Thank the Lord for 

taking the little you bring to the mission to accomplish great things for His glory. Sing it: We Give Thee But 

Thine Own. 

FRIDAY What is the significance of the number of basketfuls of leftovers in this story? Pray about it: Ask the 

Lord to multiply your meager gifts of service to lead others to Him. Sing it: Savior, Thy Dying Love.  

SATURDAY Tucked away in this passage is a reminder that the powers that be have no authority over Jesus. 

Herod (Antipas) might have beheaded John the Baptist, but just like Herod’s father (Herod the Great) he will 

not be successful in taking Jesus out. Jesus was the rightful King and legitimacy of His reign would be de-

clared in the resurrection (Romans 1:3-4). Herod, unfortunately, would kill James, after which Herod would be 

eaten by worms, declaring his farcical reign over (Acts 12:22-23).  Pray about it: Worship the king and pray for 

His reign to come into more and more lives. Sing it: O Worship the King. 

May 27-June 2 

LUKE 9:1-17 



Confession & Cross 

As far as Peter was concerned, the evidence of Jesus 

being the Messiah was there. That John the Baptist had 

a role in it was evident. The obvious connections in the 

miracles to the prophets, with Jesus actually replicating, 

fulfilling, and even outdoing their work, were enough 

for Peter to declare, “You are God’s Messiah.” 

Consider how Peter must have brimmed with hope—

for Israel and for himself. “The Romans will be driven 

out. The kingdom will be reestablished. And I’ll have a 

nice place in it,” he must have thought.  

“It is necessary that the Son of Man suffer many things 

and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, 

be killed, and be raised the third day.” From other texts 

in Luke (and the other gospels) it seems that they 

stopped listening at “be killed.” (Matthew recounts Pe-

ter’s rebuke of Jesus in 16:22, “Oh no, Lord! This will 

never happen to you!”).  

The emphasis is on the necessity of the suffering, rejec-

tion, execution and resurrection that comes with being 

the Messiah of God, which necessitates the cross of self

-denial when following the Messiah. While the cross of 

Christ was of a different kind—an atoning sacrifice—

the cross of the disciple—a living sacrifice of self—is no 

less a part of the gospel.  

Remember: “A disciple is not above his teacher, but 

everyone who is fully trained will be like his teach-

er” (Luke 6:40). 

Look again at the 

text: 

+What question did Jesus 

first ask His disciples? What 

was their answer? 

+What question did He ask next? What an-

swer did Peter give? 

+What did Jesus warn and instruct them 

about His identity? 

+What did Jesus say would happen to him? 

+What did Jesus say to all? Why? 

+When would the kingdom of God come? 

JUNE 3-9 

LUKE 9:18-27 

There is no gospel without 
the Christ, crucified and 

raised; there is no mission 
without a people crucify-
ing themselves daily to 

save their lives. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+Why did the people identify 

Jesus as John the Baptist, Eli-

jah or one of the prophets 

How is this week’s text connected to 9:7-9? 

+Why might Luke include the detail about 

Jesus praying? Is there anything special go-

ing on that would necessitate dedicated 

time in prayer? 

+Why does Jesus’ cross necessitate taking 

up our own crosses daily? 

+Has the kingdom come? Why or why not? 

Proclaiming the Christ requires 

death and resurrection—both 

His and ours. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY The “crowds” never seem to get it. They have ideas—and they’re not 

afraid to share them—but they always seems to miss something. The disciples are 

paying closer attention to Jesus and to the evidence of His messiahship. It is es-

sential for us today to refuse to go along with what the crowd says—whether they’re Christians or not! We 

must pay close attention to Jesus.  Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you hear His voice in Holy Scripture 

above the loud, misled crowds. Sing it: Where He Leads Me, I Will Follow 

TUESDAY Jesus’ question to the disciples is more pointed than we might often think. He asks them about 

what they say, not what they believe. Our belief in Jesus as the Christ must not be a private affair. Public 

acknowledgement of the Christ is a matter of owning up to our allegiance to Him. (See v. 26; also Romans 

10:9-10; Hebrews 4:14; 10:23; 13:15.) Pray about it: Ask the Lord to give you strength to hold on to your con-

fession—no matter what. Sing it: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus. 

WEDNESDAY  If a public acknowledgement of one’s allegiance to Christ is so vital, why does Jesus instruct 

and warn the disciples to they keep it to themselves? It was simply not the right time for this to occur. The 

final proof hadn’t yet been given. But, the time would come and with it the time to take their faith public. Pray 

about it: Ask the Lord to help you know when to publicly take a stand for your faith and to have the courage 

to do so. Sing it: I’m Not Ashamed to Own My Lord. 

THURSDAY It is no coincidence that Jesus’ description of the life of a disciple (vv. 23-27) follow Peter’s con-

fession. A daily willingness to die to self-preservation and selfish ambition would be required to own the Lord 

before non-believers and those who would violently oppose the message about Christ. A cross was in their 

future. Paul observed, “In fact, all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 

3:12). Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you bear your cross daily. Sing it: Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone. 

FRIDAY Fear provides opportunity for courage … or cowardice. Peter will demonstrate both for us (Luke 22:54

-62; Acts 5:29-32). Pray about it: Ask the Lord to give you courage to speak the gospel to others. Sing it: To 

Christ Be True. 

SATURDAY Most, if honest, would love for Jesus to claim them as one of His faithful servants on the Day of 

Judgment. Unfortunately, most will not acknowledge the kingship of Jesus by forfeiting the world to serve 

Him. In other words, many will be utterly shocked on that Day. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you pursue 

serving Him, being willing to forfeit earthly gains for His kingdom. Sing it: What Shall It Profit a Man? 

June 3-9 

LUKE 9:18-27 



A New Exodus, A New Teacher 

Luke tells us that Moses and Elijah “were speaking of 

[Jesus’] departure, which he was about to accomplish in 

Jerusalem” (9:31).  Isn’t it strange phraseology? 

“Departure” is τὴν ἔξοδον (the exodus). Understanding 

this help us to see that Jesus’ death would bring free-

dom to slaves of sin, and thus how it was an accom-

plishment similar to Moses’ in the Exodus. 

Notice some parallels between this passage in Luke and 

Exodus 24:12-14: 

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the 

mountain and stay there so that I may give you 

the stone tablets with the law and commandments 

I have written for their instruction.” 

So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua and 

went up the mountain of God. He told the elders, 

“Wait here for us until we return to you. Aaron 

and Hur are here with you. Whoever has a dis-

pute should go to them.” When Moses went up 

the mountain, the cloud covered it.  The glory of 

the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 

covered it for six days. On the seventh day he 

called to Moses from the cloud. The appearance 

of the Lord’s glory to the Israelites was like a con-

suming fire on the mountaintop. Moses entered 

the cloud as he went up the mountain, and he 

remained on the mountain forty days and forty 

nights. 

Look again at the 

text: 

+What happened to Jesus? 

Who talked to Him? What 

were they talking about? 

+What did Peter suggest? What does Luke 

tell us about Peter’s suggestion? What hap-

pened while Peter was speaking? What did 

the voice say? 

+How did Peter, James and John react to all 

this? 

+What happened “when they came down 

from the mountain”? Who listened to Jesus? 

JUNE 10-16 

LUKE 9:28-42 

Christ alone is worthy our 
praise and devotion; He 
must be our only Lord. 

F
O

U
N

D
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 T

R
U

T
H

 

Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+Why did Moses and Elijah 

appear alongside Jesus? 

+Why should it be striking that Peter has 

the idea to build three shelters (tabernacles) 

for them? (See 9:20) 

+How does this passage demonstrate the 

difference between what God wants for wor-

ship and what man thinks God wants? 

+What does this passage say about the Old 

Testament? (See Hebrews 1:1-2) 

Christ alone is Lord; we must 

proclaim Him as the only One 

to whom God wants us to listen 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY It is striking how often Luke speaks of the Lord in prayer. Don’t over-

look it. Learn from it. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to refresh your spirit so that you 

can continue to serve Him boldly in this world. Sing it: Sweet Hour of Prayer. 

TUESDAY  Mountains are significant in Scripture. Sinai/Horeb, Gerizim, Carmel, Olivet, Zion. From the moun-

tain, God provides instruction, encouragement and mission. It is also not insignificant that Moses and Elijah 

appeared with Jesus on the mountain.  Moses encountered God and heard His voice in the burning bush 

(Exodus 3:1-5) and received the Law on Horeb (Exodus 19:3). Elijah heard the voice of God and received en-

couragement to continue his prophetic ministry on the same mountain, which is often described as the 

“mountain of God.”  Pray about it: Ask Thank the Lord for the mountains that provide instruction and encour-

agement for your faith. Sing it: Higher Ground. 

WEDNESDAY What is with these three men sleeping on mountains (See Luke 22:45) What might this teach us 

about the nature of discipleship? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to strengthen you in times of weariness to obey. 

Sing it: Hear Me When I Call. 

THURSDAY Peter’s greatest strength is his greatest weakness. Earlier in Luke 9, Peter confidently made the 

great confession. Now he confidently missed both the glory and the point of what happened on the moun-

tain. How might your greatest strength be your greatest weakness?  Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you 

see yourself clearly. Sing it: Search Me, O God.  

FRIDAY Moses (the Law) and Elijah (the Prophets) are replaced by the words spoken by the Beloved Son 

(Hebrews 1:1-2; 2:1-3). As Israel was commanded to hear God and love Him through obedience 

(Deuteronomy 6:1-9), so it is with the Son: “Listen to Him.” In contrasting Mount Sinai (God speaking through 

Moses, His servant) and Mount Zion (God speaking through Jesus, His Son), the writer to the Hebrews warns: 

“See to it that you do not reject the one who speaks. For if they did not escape when they rejected him who 

warned them on earth, even less will we if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven” (12:25).  Pray 

about it: Ask the Lord to help you keep the faith as you travel to Zion.  Sing it: We’re Marching to Zion. 

SATURDAY Peter remembered the glory and the voice:  

For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made known to you the power and coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory 

from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying “This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well-pleased!” We ourselves heard this voice when it came from heaven while we 

were with him on the holy mountain. We also have the prophetic word strongly confirmed, and you will 

do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 

star rises in your hearts (2 Peter 1:16-19).   

Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you pay attention to the word spoken by the apostles.  Sing it: Ancient 

Words. 

June 10-16 

LUKE 9:28-42 



It’s Not About Me, Is It? 

Preposterous! Jesus wants them to meditate on the re-

ality of His impending betrayal, but they more interest-

ed in argue who was most important in the ministry. 

How could they so greatly miss the point? How can we?  

Disciples of Jesus learn humble sacrifice—not selfish 

ambition—from Him (Philippians 2:5-8). “Do nothing 

out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility con-

sider others as more important than yourselves” (v. 3). 

And yet, some will still “proclaim Christ out of selfish 

ambition” (1:17). Some are “Christians” out of selfish 

ambition. They are involved in church merely because 

they believe Jesus can make them more successful.  

Selfish ambition is the completely foreign to the nature 

of the gospel. It keep us from greatness, because it is 

the source of spiritual ruin and division (James 3:16), a 

denial of the truth (James 3:14), and a work of the flesh 

(Galatians 5:20).   

Jesus tried to correct their understanding of greatness, 

illustrating and encouraging them to understand that 

the least among them is the greatest. Then, John—

don’t you wonder where his mind was?—diverts the 

discussion to what someone who “does not follow us” 

was doing. Us? Who did John think he was? Who do we 

think we are? 

Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, was not in-

terested in position as much as He was in humble ser-

vice. 

Look again at the 

text: 

+In the middle of all this 

amazement, what did Jesus 

tell His disciples? What did they think about 

it? 

+Describe their argument. Does this seem 

like the right time for such an argument? 

Why or why not? 

+Describe Jesus’ instructions and John’s re-

sponse. Does John’s response to the teach-

ing Jesus just gave seem logical? Why or 

why not? 

+How might we miss the point today? 

JUNE 17-23 

LUKE 9:43-50 

Service, not selfish ambi-
tion, is the way of Christ, 

and the cross is the 
demonstration of the  

reality of the greatness  
of humble service. 
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Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+How do the disciples miss 

the point of greatness in the 

kingdom? Do disciples today ever do the 

same? 

+Why is John’s response to Jesus wrong on 

every level? (See v. 40) 

+How will Jesus demonstrate greatness (v. 

44)? 

Selfish ambition derails the 

mission more thoroughly than 

any outside threat to us. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY When disciples stop trying to understand the words of Jesus, they stop 

acting like disciples. The most basic function of a disciple is to hear Jesus. This the 

reason it is so vital to our existence to spend much time with Holy Scripture.  Pray 

about it: Ask the Lord to help you hear Him speaking through Holy Scripture. Sing it: Speak, O Lord (Getty & 

Townend). 

TUESDAY How we get distracted! Perhaps the greatest weapon in the arsenal of the devil is distraction. Set-

ting aside time to focus on the word of the Lord is often sacrificed for less important activities. And the devil 

loves it. Why, then, are we surprised when we betray Him?  Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you fight 

against the slings and arrows of distraction being hurled at you by the devil. Sing it: Take Time to Be Holy. 

WEDNESDAY  Selfish ambition (v. 46, 49; 22:24) was a problem for the disciples until they understood what 

the kingdom and mission was all about (Luke 24:44-49). How are problems in congregations linked to a mis-

understanding of the mission? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you to understand and focus on the mis-

sion of sharing the good news with the lost. Sing it: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. 

THURSDAY Why does Jesus bring a little child into their midst? Children were often ignored or seen as less 

important than adults. Jesus used the illustration to suggest that His kingdom is not about those who are im-

portant or prominent in the world’s way of thinking. Jesus served the least of society. The poor, sick and out-

casts were worthy of His attention. Do you follow Jesus’ example? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help serve 

the ostracized and overlooked in society. Sing it: To Love Someone More Dearly. 

FRIDAY There is great irony in John and the other disciples rebuking another for trying to cast out demons in 

the name of Jesus. After all, Jesus’ disciples had just recently had a problem with it themselves (v. 40). How 

can jealousy prevent congregations from focusing on carrying out the mission? Have you ever been jealous of 

the accomplishments of other disciples? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you keep the mission above your-

self. Sing it: Savior, Teach Me.  

SATURDAY Since when are the disciples the leaders? They are supposed to be following the Leader, right? 

Even when we have obligations to lead others, we must remember to be followers first. Peter would later ex-

plain, “Shepherd God’s flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but willingly, as God would have 

you; not out of greed for money but eagerly; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples 

to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:2-

4; emphasis added).  Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help you be most concerned with following Him. Sing it: 

In the Hour of Trial 

June 17-23 

LUKE 9:43-50 



Prelude to Mission 

Jesus had candidly spoken about what awaited Him 

(9:22, 44), but He had not given explicit details about 

where and how it would all go down. It should have 

been obvious, however, to His disciples that the Messi-

ah’s mission would ultimately take them to Jerusalem. 

Where else would He reestablish the kingdom and sit 

on David’s throne? 

The Samaritans rejected Jesus because He obviously 

chose Jerusalem to be the place to reestablish the king-

dom. Those Samaritans who had believed in Jesus as 

the Messiah expected Him to establish the kingdom in 

Samaria. Jesus defied their expectations. 

James and John understood the need to go to Jerusa-

lem and how obviously unsuitable it was to set up the 

kingdom in Samaria. Like other Jews, they saw the Sa-

maritans as dogs who needed to be destroyed, and 

what better occasion than their mistreatment of Jesus. 

If they only knew. The Jews would do worse to Jesus. 

We have the privilege of seeing this text from the other 

side of the cross. We know that Jesus’ determination to 

go to Jerusalem was a determination to suffer, to offer 

Himself as sacrifice of atonement—for Jews, for Samari-

tans, for Gentiles, for everyone.   

Imagine the impact of Jesus’ instructions before His 

ascension: “But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

Look again at the 

text: 

+Where was Jesus deter-

mined to go? Why? 

+How did the Samaritans receive Him? 

Why? 

+What did James and John want to do to 

the village? How did Jesus respond to them? 

+What did tell the man who boasted that he 

would follow Jesus anywhere? What did Je-

sus tell the man who wanted to bury his fa-

ther before following Jesus? What did He 

tell the one who wanted to go home and 

say goodbye to his family? 
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Christ sacrificed Himself 
for people of all nations, 

and we must love them as 
He loved them. 

F
O

U
N

D
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 T

R
U

T
H

 

Getting to the heart 

of it: 

+What is significant about 

the Samaritans’ rejection of 

Jesus? Does Jesus have the 

same effect on people today? 

+What is right with the desire of James and 

John? (See 2 Kings 1) What is wrong with it? 

How can disciples today make the same 

mistake?  

+Contrast Jesus with all the would-be fol-

lowers in vv. 57-62. 

Our faithfulness to the mission 

must be shaped more by the 

gospel than the geopolitical cli-

mate. 

MISSION 
POINT 



MONDAY Spend time today thinking about Jesus’ determination to go to Jerusa-

lem, given what awaited Him there. Pray about it: Thank the Lord for His determi-

nation to do the Father’s will and provide the atoning sacrifice for your sins. Sing 

it: When My Love to Christ Grows Weak. 

TUESDAY Think of people groups today that by and large reject Jesus. Pray about it: Pray for their hearts to 

be softened to the gospel. Sing it: Christ for the World We Sing. 

WEDNESDAY  Consider the words of James and John and how Jesus will change their attitude toward the Sa-

maritans (see Acts 1:8). How does Jesus need to change your attitude about people of certain nations or eth-

nicities or religious groups? Pray about it: Thank the Lord for loving people of all nations and ask Him to help 

you love like Him. Sing it: Into Our Hands. 

THURSDAY How have you underestimated the cost of following Jesus? Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help 

you be willing to follow Him, especially when it’s costly. Sing it: Where He Leads Me, I Will Follow 

FRIDAY Jesus might seem harsh when telling the man who wanted to go and bury his father before following 

Jesus to prioritize the gospel over his father. These insights from Keener help us understand the text: 

Family members would not be outside talking with *rabbis during the mourning period, the week im-

mediately following the death. The initial burial took place shortly after a person’s decease, and would 

have already occurred by the time this man would be speaking with Jesus. But a year after the first buri-

al, after the flesh had rotted off the bones, the son would return to rebury the bones in a special box in 

a slot in the tomb wall. Thus the son here could be asking for as much as a year’s delay. Others note 

that in some Semitic languages, “wait until I bury my father” is a way of asking for delay until one may 

complete one’s filial obligations, even if the father is not yet dead (The IVP Bible Background Commen-

tary: New Testament, p. 205). 

The Lord will not take a backseat to anyone. We should allow the demand of the Lord here to challenge us to 

greater service in the kingdom. Pray about it: Ask the Lord to help have kingdom priorities. Sing it: Seek Ye 

First. 

SATURDAY Looking back is always bad in Scripture—remember Lot’s wife (Genesis 19:26)? Jesus’ words 

here—and this should be no surprise to the diligent student of the Gospel of Luke—remind us of Elijah’s call 

to Elisha to the prophetic ministry (1 Kings 19:19-21). Elisha, who was plowing a field, wanted to go back for 

the precise reason the man in Luke 9:61 wanted to go back home. Elisha was allowed to do so … but someone 

greater than Elisha was here and looking back was not permitted.  Have ever you “looked back” when you 

should have followed Jesus and completely give yourself the work of His kingdom?  Pray about it: Ask the 

Lord to help you be willing to live first for the kingdom and be fit for service in it. Sing it: Follow Me. 
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