January 7-13 FOUNDATION 1

A CERTAIN HISTORY

Sermon NOTES

Luke 1:1-4

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: We can be absolutely certain about our history.

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 1:1-4.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________
_____________________________

•

What had many undertaken?

•

Who were from the be-

ginning?
•

What did those from the beginning do?

•

What seemed good to Luke?

•

How did Luke know about these things?

•

What did he write?

•

For whom?

•

Why?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


Have you ever wondered if this whole Christianity thing
was true? If so, what brought it on?



DIGGING DEEPER
Luke’s purpose in writing this account of the life of Christ, His
teachings, and His earliest followers is to provide us with a solid
foundation for our faith. The word
Luke uses is asphalia, a word that

often referred to security and safety. In v. 4, though, the word means
certainty. The NASB translates it
“the exact truth.” We can be absolutely secure in our faith because
the truth brings certainty.

Why is it important for us to have certainty about the history of Jesus, His teachings, and
His earliest followers?



Luke is very personal in describing his work in producing this account (“among us,” “it
seemed good to me,” “having followed all things closely for some time”). What does this
teach us about the nature of the inspiration of Scripture?



Why are eyewitnesses important to establishing historical credibility?



Why is knowing our history vital to understanding our identity?

January 7-13 FOUNDATION 2

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS
LUKE 1:1-4
Galatians 4:4

M

T

REFLECTION

Christianity is founded in historical
reality. It is not based on myth.
Why is this the case? How does
this provide a basis for accepting or
rejecting Christ?

Thank the Father for work- We Saw Thee Not
ing in the lives of real people in real places to unwrap
the plan of salvation in
Christ.

Luke claimed to have “carefully
Luke 1:5; 2:1-2; 3:1- investigated everything.” With the
precision of the historian he was,
2
he carefully gives the historical
context for the life of Jesus.

Thank the Father for work- Tell Me the Story of Jesus
ing in the course of human
history and for the work
Luke has done to help us
find certainty in it.

LUKE 1:1-4

Thank the Father for the
great and awesome plan
He carried out through Israel so that we could be
made righteous through
the Messiah.

LUKE 1:1-4

Victory in Jesus

When God sent His Son into the
world, He came in the way every
one of us has come—he was born.
He had a personal history—had a
family, had parents. He was like us.

Thank the Father for
Before the Throne of God
providing a merciful and
Above
faithful high priest to make
atonement for our sins and
offer us hope in the face of
temptation.

LUKE 1:1-4

Luke wanted disciples to be fully
acquainted with their Master’s
teachings. What did Jesus teach? It
is a vital question for those who
claim to be His disciples. Luke
help us to know the Lord’s teachings.

Thank the Father for work- I Love to Tell the Story
ing through the Holy Spirit
to prompt and guide men
like Luke to write the Story
down for us and help us
have certainty about what
the Lord Jesus taught.

LUKE 1:1-4

While we are not eyewitnesses, we
certainly are secondary witnesses.
How are you testifying to the gospel to the people in your sphere of
influence?

Ask the Lord to give you
the courage of conviction
to share your gospel with
those around me.

Luke 2:4-6, 41-52;
3:23-38; 4-13
Hebrews 2:17-18

F

Luke 24:44-49;

S

SONG

LUKE 1:1-4

In his careful investigations, Luke
Luke 1:5; 2:4, 21-38, (a Gentile) informed his Gentile
readers about the context of Jewish
W 41-42
culture. Christianity didn’t arise out
Romans 11:17-24
of nothing; it had theological history.
Galatians 4:4

T

PRAYER

Acts 1:8

I’m Not Ashamed to Own
My Lord

Sermon NOTES

January 14-20 FOUNDATION 3

PREPARATION, PRAYER & MISSION

Luke 3:1-22

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Jesus is the Christ, the Beloved Son of God.

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 3:1-22.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________
_____________________________

•

What did John proclaim?

•

According to Isaiah’s prophecy, whose way was being pre-

pared? What would everyone see?
•

What does John teach about repentance? How does he apply the teaching to specific groups
of the Jews who heard his preaching?

•

For whom were the people expectantly waiting?

•

How does John differentiate himself from the Messiah?

•

Where does the chaff go?

•

What did John proclaim to the people?

•

What did Jesus do after He was baptized?

•

What did the Father declare about Jesus?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


In the first three chapters, Luke makes the case for Jesus being the Messiah (or Christ)
through the telling of John’s story. Read Zechariah’s prophecy in Luke 1:68-79. Why was it
essential for John to prepare the way for the Lord in the context of the Jewish community? In other words, why was the repentance of Israel so important to the Messiah’s ministry?



How does repentance work in preparation for beginning a new life in which Jesus Christ is
Lord of your life? (See Acts 2:38; 3:19-20; 17:30-31)

January 14-20 FOUNDATION 4

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

SONG

Why was John’s ministry so vital to
the coming of the Messiah? Why
was baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins necessary in
the work of preparing the way?

Thank God that He has
Turn My Heart
provided for your forgiveness and given you the
grace to change to become
all that He desires for you
to be.

LUKE 3:1-22

What was John—in conformity to
prophecy (Isaiah 40:3-5)—helping
people to see? What else does
Isaiah say about seeing that Jesus
pointed out? (See Luke 8:10.)
There is a sense in which hearts
must be prepared to see the full
reality of what they’re seeing.

Ask the Father to help you Open My Heart
see clearly the life the Lord
has called you to live as
His disciple.

LUKE 3:1-22

What did repentance look like for
the crowds? The tax collectors?
Soldiers?

Ask the Father to help you Search Me, O God
see clearly what reforms
you need to make in your
life.

T

W
LUKE 3:1-22

Baptism with the Holy Spirit was
Luke 24:44-49; Acts done by Jesus. This unique experi1:1-8; 2:1-4; 10:44- ence only occurred twice. Once for
the apostles and then for the Gen48; 11:15-18
tiles at Cornelius’ house (carefully
notice v. 16; then look at 1:5). The
Holy Spirit moved the mission forward.

Thank the Lord for moving Send the Light
the mission forward by the
Holy Spirit so that you
could have an opportunity
to hear the gospel and respond to it.

LUKE 3:1-22

The baptism of fire refers to judg- Thank the Father for mak- When Jesus Comes
ment in hell. The language of the
ing you useful for His glory
winnowing fork and threshing floor in the Lord Jesus.
is enlightening. The chaff, the husk
around the wheat, is not useful for
anything but fuel. We want to be

LUKE 3:1-22

By our commitment to the Beloved, Thank the Father for His
How Deep the Father’s
we are beloved children of God,
Beloved Son who makes
Love
and we shall one day hear Him
you a beloved child of God.
say, “with you I am well-pleased.”`

F

S

PRAYER

LUKE 3:1-22

M

T

REFLECTION

1 John 2:28-3:3

January 21-27 FOUNDATION 5

TESTING & MINISTRY

Sermon NOTES

Luke 4:1-15

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Scripture is the truth that counters the devil’s lies.

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 4:1-15.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________
_____________________________

•

Why did Jesus go into the wilderness?

•

For how long did He eat nothing? At the end of those

days, what was Jesus?
•

How did the devil play upon Jesus’ condition after forty days of fasting?

•

How else did the devil tempt Jesus?

•

How did Jesus respond to each of the temptations?

•

What does the devil do in vv. 10-11?

•

For how long did the devil depart from Jesus?

•

How did Jesus return to Galilee?

•

What did Jesus do in the synagogues?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


We know why the first temptation by the devil was relevant to Jesus? Why are the last

two temptations? (See Genesis 3:1-6 and 1 John 2:16)


How is Jesus’ response to the devil’s temptations a fulfillment of Psalm 119:11? What
does this say about the importance of memorizing (internalizing) Scripture?



Did Jesus just miraculously get knowledge of the Scriptures or was He like us—did He
have to learn them? (See 1:40-52)



Jesus was tested (or tempted; same word in Greek) in the wilderness. What book of the
Bible did Jesus recite in each rebuttal to the devil’s temptations? Why is this significant?

January 21-27 FOUNDATION 6

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS
LUKE 4:1-15
ROM. 8:26-27

M

LUKE 4:1-15

NUM. 14:22

T

DEUT. 6:16
HEB. 4:14-16

LUKE 4:1-15

W

DEUT. 8:2-3

LUKE 4:1-15
DEUT. 8:2-3

T

LUKE 4:1-15
DEUT. 6:10-19

F

LUKE 4:1-15

S

DEUT. 6:10-19

REFLECTION

PRAYER

SONG

The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness for this matchup with the devil. Why would the Spirit do that to
Jesus? Does the Spirit shield us
from temptation or help us in temptation?

Thank God for the Spirit
that helps with our weaknesses in battling temptation.

Breathe on Me, Breath of
God

The 40 days Jesus spent in the
wilderness is symbolic of the 40
years Israel spent wandering in the
wilderness. Jesus, however, did
what Israel failed to do; he stood
the test. This is evidence that Jesus can help us in temptation.

Thank the Father for the
providing a tested and
proven High Priest to help
us in our weaknesses.

Before the Throne of God
Above

When Jesus quotes part of Deuteronomy 8:3, He confesses the Father’s presence and providence
while Jesus was in the wilderness.

Thank the Father for His
God Will Take Care of
guiding presence and prov- You
idence that sustains us
during tests of faith.

God used the wilderness to humble Thank the Lord for modeland teach obedience to the Israel- ing for us dependence on
ites. Another way to say it is, God and faithfulness to God.
taught them to depend on Him.
Jesus exhibited dependence on
and faithfulness to God during His
time in the wilderness, the evidence being His reliance on Scrip-

He Knows Just What I
Need

Israel turned to other gods to provide what they desired, but their
turning away from God only secured their deprivation. Jesus
demonstrated that satisfaction is
obeying God.

Thank the Lord for showing In Christ Alone
us the true satisfaction
found in obeying—
worshiping and serving—
Him.

The devil, crafty as he is, plays upon Jesus’ reliance on the Father
and His word by quoting Scripture
(out of context) to tempt Jesus.
Jesus doesn’t play the game.

Thank the Lord for showing Take Time to Be Holy
us the importance of understanding Scripture and
how dangerous twisted
Scripture can be.

January 28-February 3 FOUNDATION 7

THE DELIVERER HAS COME

Sermon NOTES

Luke 4:16-44

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Jesus is the great Deliverer who sets men free

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

from slavery to sin and its consequences.

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 4:16-37.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________
_____________________________

•

How often did Jesus go to synagogue?

•

What was given to Him?

DIGGING DEEPER

•

Where did He read from?

•

What did He do after the reading? What did the people do?

Synagogue is word that

•

What did He declare about the Scripture He had read?

simply means “a gathering.”

•

What problem did the people have with Him?

Jewish synagogue came into

•

What proverb did Jesus quote?

•

To which two prophets did Jesus compare himself? How did
they respond to the comparison?

•

Most scholars believe the
existence during the Exile.
Jews gathered every Sabbath
to read from the Law and the
Prophet and to receive a

What two things did Jesus do in the synagogue in Caperna-

word of exhortation from the

um on the Sabbath?

reading.

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


How is the prophecy of Isaiah, which Jesus read and declared to be fulfilled, connected to
the deliverance of the man oppressed by an unclean spirit?



How is the problem Jesus’ hometown folks had with Him still a problem for some today?



Why did the folks in the synagogue at Nazareth become so enraged by the comparison
Jesus made of himself to Elijah and Elisha? What does this say about their conception of
the Messiah’s mission?



In which two ways does Jesus demonstrate His authority (or power)?



Which OT prophet uses the phrase (or a similar one) “the Holy One of Israel” the most? In

January 28-February 3 FOUNDATION 8

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS
LUKE 4:16-44

SONG

Thank the Lord for His ex- Oft We Come Together
ample of dedication to
weekly gathering where the
word of the Lord was read
and taught.

The text Jesus read from Isaiah
was thought by Jews in His day to
be about the Messiah, which it was,
and about the restoration the Messiah would work in Israel.

Thank the Father for the
Beauty for Ashes
Messiah and the restoration of Israel in the church
of the Messiah (the Christ).

As you read through this text, remember who the Nazareth Jews
thought Jesus was and what the
demons declared about Him.

Ask the Lord to help you
have a faith greater than
the demons.

Why did Jesus’ words about Elijah
and Elisha provoke the Jews to
anger? What had they done? Zarephath was a Gentile town;
Naaman was a Gentile military
leader and enemy of Israel.

Thank the Lord for bringing Shine, Jesus, Shine
spiritual healing to Gentiles.

LUKE 4:16-44

Notice Jesus’ authority/power that
He displayed at Capernaum. First,
in His teaching. Second, in His exorcism of the unclean spirit. Think
about how the two go together.

Adore the Lord for His authority and power.

LUKE 4:16-44

What did Jesus declare the purpose for which He was sent to be?
How does this relate to our purpose?

Ask the Lord to help you
Into Our Hands
carry out the purpose of
proclaiming the good news
of salvation through Him.

M

LUKE 4:16-44
ISAIAH 61:1-7

T

LUKE 4:16-44
JAMES 2:19

W

LUKE 4:16-44
1 KINGS 17:8-24
2 KINGS 5:1-15

F

S

PRAYER

Jesus, like every other pious Jew,
spent every Sabbath at the synagogue. While what specifically happened on this particular Sabbath
was unique, Jesus’ attendance
wasn’t. He was committed to being
where the Law and the Prophets
were read.

HEB. 10:24-25

T

REFLECTION

Trust and Obey

Awesome Power

February 4-10 FOUNDATION 9

SIN, OBEDIENCE & MISSION

Sermon NOTES

Luke 5:1-15

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Disciples follow Jesus and share in His mission.

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

1. Read Luke 5:1-15.
2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:

_____________________________

•

What was Jesus speaking?

_____________________________

•

Where was He standing?

•

What did He see?

•

What did He ask Simon to do? Why?

•

What did He tell Simon to after teaching?

•

How does Simon respond?

•

What happened when they did what Jesus said to do?

•

How did Simon Peter react to their overwhelming catch?

•

How does Jesus respond to Peter’s reaction?

•

What did Simon Peter, James and John do in response to Jesus calling?

•

How did the leper react to seeing Jesus?

•

What did Jesus command the leper not to do? What did He command him to do?

•

What would the leper’s cleansing according to the law be for others?

•

What happened as a result of the leper’s cleansing?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


Based on this passage, how would you define discipleship? Why?



Peter isn’t sure about why Jesus wants them to fish some more, but he does it anyway?
What does this teach us about the nature of obedience?



What connections do you see between the story of the miraculous catch and the healing
of the leper? What connections do you see to these stories and the gospel?

February 4-10 FOUNDATION 10

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

PRAYER

SONG

LUKE 5:1-15

Do you crave to hear Jesus’ teach- Thank the Lord for teaching? To say it another way, do you ing you how to live and
crave to hear the teachings of Je- please God.
sus by reading His word?

Break Thou the Bread of
Life

LUKE 5:1-15

Notice the developing relationship Thank the Lord for changhas had with Simon. Little by little— ing your life.
in huge ways!—Jesus brings Peter
to the point of readiness to follow
Jesus. Think about how this relationship is a picture of the gospel.

Have Thine Own Way

M

LUKE 4:38

T

LUKE 5:1-15

Consider Simon Peter’s response Thank the Lord for bringing Light the Fire
to the miraculous catch of fish. Why you to your knees to lift you
did he respond in that way?
up in newness of life.

LUKE 5:1-15

Humility and amazement (holy fear)
prepares Simon, James & John to
follow Jesus. When they recognized who Jesus was—His power
and grace—they “left everything
and followed him.”

LUKE 5:1-15

We all come to Jesus unclean with Thank the Lord for His
He Touched Me
sin, and He is the only one who can healing touch from the perheal us. We are at His mercy—
vasive disease of sin.
beggars for healing! Thankfully, He
is willing to touch us and cleanse
us.

LUKE 5:1-15

How interesting it is that Jesus tells
the cleansed leper to tell no one,
but everybody seems to know what
happened. In the same way, our
healing from sin will speak a great
word about the power of Jesus to

W

T

F

S

REFLECTION

Thank the Lord for inviting Footprints of Jesus
you through the gospel to
follow Him and find your
great purpose in this world.

Ask the Lord to use your
life to show the greatness
of His mercy and power to
the lost.

Let the Beauty of Jesus
Be Seen

February 11-17 FOUNDATION 11

The Power of Forgiveness

Sermon NOTES

Luke 5:16-32

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Forgiveness is greatest power of Jesus.

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

1. Read Luke 5:16-32.
2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:

_____________________________

•

Describe Jesus’ prayer life.

_____________________________

•

Who was specifically mentioned as listening to Jesus’

teaching on this particular occasion?
•

What power was in Jesus?

•

Who came and who did they bring with them?

•

What did Jesus first say to paralytic?

•

What problem did this present to the scribes and Pharisees? How did Jesus respond to
them?

•

What authority does the Son of Man have?

•

What did he tell the paralytic?

•

How did the paralytic respond? How did everyone else respond?

•

What was Levi’s profession? What did Jesus call on Levi to do?

•

Describe the crowd at Levi’s banquet, the Pharisees and scribes view of it, and Jesus’ response to them.

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


Luke tells us that Jesus had “the power to heal” in Him and Jesus declares He has the authority to forgive sins. How are the two connected in Jesus’ statement to the scribes and
Pharisees in v. 32? How does this passage foreshadow the gospel?



How have Christians acted like the scribes and Pharisees? Like Levi? How do each of these
reactions to sinners impact our effectiveness in bringing people to Jesus?

February 11-17 FOUNDATION 12

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

LUKE 5:16-32

The authority/power of Jesus has
been a theme in Luke to this point.
Reflect on the expressions of Jesus’ authority/power you’ve already
encountered in Luke. What two
basic activities is Jesus’ authority/
power displayed?

LUKE 5:16-32

Faith (belief/trust) and forgiveness Praise God that you have
of sins are connected in the gospel. been forgiven of your sins
Those who really believe in Jesus’ through faith in Christ.
power to forgive will do whatever is
necessary to get to Jesus.

ACTS 8:12
ACTS 10:42-43

LUKE 5:16-32
ISAIAH 7:14
PHIL. 2:6-8
1 TIM. 316

LUKE 5:16-32
1 JOHN 1:7-10

F

LUKE 5:16-32

S

SONG

Why did Jesus “often” withdraw
Ask the Lord to help you be Take Time to Be Holy
from the crowds to pray? How does balanced in your service
Jesus demonstrate the need for us and worship to Him.
to maintain a balance between service and worship?

T

T

PRAYER

LUKE 5:16-32

M

W

REFLECTION

“Who can forgive sins but God
alone?” Jesus’ willingness to pronounce the paralytic’s sins to be
forgiven is to equate himself with
God. If untrue, the Pharisees were
right to say that Jesus was blaspheming. The healing confirms who
Jesus is—God in the flesh!

Praise the Lord for His au- No One Ever Cared for
thority to forgive sins and Me Like Jesus
how grateful you are for
His having extended it to
you.

‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in
Jesus

Thank God for coming to
That’s Why We Praise
this sinful world, to take on Him
flesh and provide for our
forgiveness.

Consider Jesus’ question in v. 23. Ask the Lord to help trust in Before the Throne of God
Here’s another question: how easy His faithfulness to forgive. Above
is it to believe I’ve been forgiven?
Too many Christians struggle with
believing they’re forgiven of a sinful
past. The only cure for such doubting is to trust in word of Christ.
“We have seen incredible things
today!” Prepare your heart for worship by reflecting on the great spiritual healing Christ has brought to
you.

Adore the Lord for the in- I Love the Lord
credible things He has
done to save you from your
sins.

February 18-24 FOUNDATION 13

Blinding Traditions

Sermon NOTES

Luke 5:33-6:11

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Fidelity to traditions not of God blinds to us the

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

movement of God in our generation.

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

1. Read Luke 5:33-6:11.

_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:

_____________________________

•

Who speaks to Jesus in v. 33? (See v. 30)?

_____________________________

•

Who practiced regular fasting? Who didn’t?

•

When would they fast?

•

What parable did Jesus tell?

•

How did the disciples do what is “unlawful on the Sabbath”?

•

What incident from the life of David does Jesus point to answer the Pharisees?

•

Why did the Pharisees watch Jesus closely at the synagogue?

•

What question does Jesus ask them?

•

How did the Pharisees react to the healing?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


The Pharisees were very concerned about ritual observances (food & drink, days). What
was Jesus’ main concern? (Reflect on Jesus’ mission statement in vv. 31-32.) How would
this issue plague the early church? See Acts 15:1-35; Romans 14:17; Colossians 2:16-23.



“Wedding feasts involved seven days of festivity; one was not permitted to fast or engage
in other acts of mourning or difficult labor during a wedding feast” (Keener, The IVP Bible

Background Commentary, p. 194). Why, then, is Jesus’ response to the question about
fasting so effective shutting up the Pharisees? How do Christian demonstrate the same
kind of duplicity the Pharisees demonstrated?


How can “scriptural” be abused today much like the Pharisees abused “lawful” in their
day?

February 18-24 FOUNDATION 14

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

LUKE 5:33-6:11

There is an appropriate time to fast, and our Ask the Father to help
bodies typically know when that is, i.e., during learn to rejoice in the
period of mourning and distress. Forced fast- Lord always.
ing misses the heart of fasting. The Pharisees (and John’s disciples) should have been
rejoicing that the Messiah had come, not fasting.

PHIL. 4:4
1 THESS. 5:16

LUKE 5:33-6:11
ACTS 13:2
ACTS 14:23

W

LUKE 5:33-6:11
ROM. 12:2
EPH. 1:18-19

Rejoice in the Lord
Always

Jesus speaks of the fasting that will naturally
take place among His disciples when He is
“taken away from them,” when His direction
comes, not from His mouth, but from the Spirit.

Thank the Lord for the
Shine, Jesus, Shine
Spirit-led disciples who
had such a passion for
His mission that they
spent serious times of
prayer and fasting. Ask
the Lord to help His people have that passion
today.

The Pharisees and scribes perceptions of
Jesus were through and old lens. This
doesn’t excuse them; they should adjusted
their perception by focusing true OT expectations for the Messiah. Jesus is the lens
through which we now see the world and approach life.

Ask the Lord to keep
renewing your mind to
see life from His perspective.

Open the Eyes of
My Heart

LUKE 5:33-6:11

Traditionalism can blind us to what the Lord Ask the Lord to search O to Be Like Thee!
actually wants from us. Some want expresyou and try you to see if
sions of discipleship that are wrapped up in you’re heart is like His?
human tradition, focused on externals,
steeped in systems of rules and rituals. Sadly, they miss the heart of the Savior.

LUKE 5:33-6:11

Cold-hearted Christianity chases doctrinal
exactness to neglect of the lost. Jesus came
to restore the broken, not uphold heartless
traditions.

F

S

SONG

Do your evaluations of what’s important in
Ask the Lord to continue Create in Me a
Christianity seem more similar to Jesus’ mis- to shape and mold your Clean Heart
sion statement or the Pharisees’ focus?
heart to be like His.

LUKE 2:37

T

PRAYER

LUKE 5:33-6:11

M

T

REFLECTION

Ask the Lord to help you People Need the
have a heart for broken Lord
people.

February 25-March 3 FOUNDATION 15

Teaching Disciples

Sermon NOTES

Luke 6:12-26

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: The heart of discipleship is a radical commitment

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

to follow Jesus—no matter what.

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 6:12-26.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________ • How long did Jesus pray?
_____________________________

•

What did He do the next day?

•

What did He also name them?

•

Who are “them” in v. 17? Who are “his disciples”? Who else is there? Why did they come
to Jesus? What were they trying to do Him?

•

When Jesus starts to teach (v. 20), to whom does He look?

•

What kinds of people are “blessed”? On whom would woes come?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


Why do you suppose Jesus spent the night in prayer before choosing the apostles? What
might this teach us about the importance of prayer?



Why does Luke differentiate between “a large crowd of his disciples,” “and a great number of people …” in v. 17? Are there people around disciples today who want something
from Jesus or are interested in His teachings but aren’t disciples? What’s the difference
between these folks and true disciples?



Jesus addressed His teaching “on a level place” to “his disciple.” How would the blessings
and woes applies to the disciples? Are these still true today? Is there any virtue in poverty,
hunger, sadness, being hated, excluded, insulted or slandered in and of themselves?
When is someone in these circumstances “blessed”? (Consider 1 Timothy 6:3-10.)



Read Deuteronomy 27-28. Moses enjoined blessings on covenant faithfulness and woes
on unfaithfulness to the covenant. What does this old covenant text teach us about the
force of Jesus’ teachings in this section?

February 25-March 3 FOUNDATION 16

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

SONG

What tough decisions are you facing in your life right now? How do
they impact the mission of leading
the lost to the Lord Jesus? Jesus
prayed all night about His tough
decision.

Take your cares to the
He Is Able
Lord and ask Him to
strengthen you for the mission during this time.

LUKE 6:12-26

Proof of Jesus’ utmost concern in
carrying out His mission to seek
and save the lost is, after praying
long and hard about it, He still
chose Judas Iscariot. Jesus knew
His heart, and the role Judas would
play in the mission.

Praise God for His great
plan of salvation that has
confounded the wise of this
world and humiliated the
mighty.

LUKE 6:12-26

Jesus demonstrates to His apostles
the compassion motivating His mission (5:31-32) , and then begins to
teach “his disciples” how to carry it
out. The sermon he preaches is for
disciples. Are you listening?

Ask the Lord to help listen Where He Leads Me I
to His teaching and to put it Will Follow
into practice, to truly follow
Him.

LUKE 6:12-26

How do vv. 20-23 speak to the later
realities faced by the earliest disciples (especially the apostles)? How
do they speak to our what we might
face in carrying forward Christ’s
mission?

Ask the Lord to give us
Christlikeness boldness to
carry forward the mission
of salvation.

LUKE 6:12-26

Are you living for the kingdom? For
the Son of Man? Are you living for
comfort, financial security, pleasure, or the praise of others? You
can’t pursue both, though true
blessing, satisfaction and joy can
be found only in the Son of Man.
Are you truly living for Him?

Ask the Lord to help you
None of Self and All of
see the ways you are, at
Thee
least, tempted to forsake
Him for comfort, financial
security, pleasure, or the
praise of others. Repent of
the ones holding you back
from giving your all to Him.

LUKE 6:12-26

The damnation awaiting those who Ask the Lord to protect His Yield Not to Temptation
teach falsely in Jesus’ name, who people from false teachers.
seek to deepen their pockets and
become famous, is secure.

T

W

Acts 4:13-31
Acts 5:40-42

F

S

PRAYER

LUKE 6:12-26

M

T

REFLECTION

1 TIM. 6:3-10

Instruments of Your
Peace

March 4-10 FOUNDATION 17

Reflecting the Father’s Heart

Sermon NOTES

Luke 6:27-36

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Forgiveness and mercy in the child of God re-

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

flects the Father’s heart.

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 6:27-36.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________ • To whom does Jesus speak (v. 27)?
_____________________________

•

Whom does Jesus say to love? Who is an enemy? (See vv.

28-29.)
•

What rule summarizes these teachings? (v. 31)

•

How does following these rules distinguish disciples from sinners?

•

Whose reward must disciples’ seek?

•

To whom is the Most High gracious?

•

Why must disciples be merciful?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


What kind of listening is Jesus speaking of in v. 27?



Acting mercifully is a serious part of discipleship. The importance is clearly seen in v. 34.
Why might Christians today not place great emphasis on the absolute requirement of
such a lifestyle to being a disciple?



How does loving our enemies—especially given the way Jesus describes them in this passage—express the gospel’s impact on the life of a disciple? See Romans 5:6-10.



Luke will extensively tell the story of Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts 6:8-7:60). How does Stephen exemplify the teaching of Jesus in Luke 6:27-36?



What is the real difference between disciples and sinners in this text? What false distinctives are we tempted to place greater emphasis on? How does missing the real difference
impact the church’s witness in the world?

March 4-10 FOUNDATION 18

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS
LUKE 6:27-36

The measure of discipleship is to
“walk in love, as Christ also loved
us and gave himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God.”
Do you love like Christ?

Ask the Lord to so fill with
comprehension of His
great love that you will be
able to love like Him, as
completely as possible.

Jesus, Let Us Come to
Know You

Loving our enemies is a natural
outgrowth of those whose minds
have been transformed by the gospel. Does your life reflect the gospel?

Ask the Lord to help you
love those who mistreat.
Maybe there’s someone
specific you are finding it
difficult to love. Pray for
them.

Angry Words

Giving without requiring payment
and when it costs you more than
you’ll get in return is at the heart of
the gospel.

Thank the Lord for giving
up so much so that you
might enjoy every spiritual
blessing.

I Gave My Life for Thee

LUKE 6:27-36

The Golden Rule: “Just as you
want others to do for you, do the
same for them.” It’s not a new rule.
“Love your neighbor as you love
yourself” means the same thing. Do
you live by this rule?

Ask the Lord to help you
When My Love to Christ
treat others the way you
Grows Weak
would want to be treated.
Thank Him for treating you
better than you’ve ever
treated Him.

LUKE 6:27-36

Disciples are better than “sinners.”
Our standard is Christ and the Father of Mercy. “Sinners” believe in
the scratch-my-back-and-I’llscratch-yours doctrine. “Sinners”
do favors, hoping for them in return. Disciples are gracious and
merciful to all, without prejudice.

Thank the Father for His
gracious and great mercy
toward you in Christ. Ask
Him to help you be gracious and merciful to all
that you might point them
to the Father.

LUKE 6:27-36
EPH. 5:1-2
EPH. 3:16-19

LUKE 6:27-36
ROM. 5:6-10

W

LUKE 6:27-36
2 COR. 8:1-9
EPH. 1:3

F

COL. 4:5-6

S

SONG

Thank God for the teaching Hear, O Israel
Jesus has provided for us,
so that we can know how
we were designed to live.

M

T

PRAYER

“But I say to you who listen” reminds us of how Moses prophesied: “The Lord your God will raise
up for you a prophet like me from
among your own brothers. You
must listen to him.” Jesus is that
prophet.

Deut. 18:15

T

REFLECTION

Heart of a Servant

March 11-17 FOUNDATION 19

Seeing Clearly to Lead the Blind

Sermon NOTES

Luke 6:37-45

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Personal evaluation helps disciples to be helpful

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

disciple-makers.

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 6:37-45.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________ • Why does Jesus say avoid judging or condemning?
_____________________________

•

Why does Jesus say to forgive?

•

To give? How will it come back to you?

•

What rule summarizes the teachings?

Forgiveness (apoluó) is “to

•

What parable did Jesus tell “them”? Who is “them”? (See v.

release a debtor, i.e. not to

27.)

press one's claim against

•

How does Jesus apply the parable?

•

What does a hypocrite do?

DIGGING DEEPER

him, to remit his debt: Matthew 18:27; metaphorically,
to pardon another his offences against me” (Thayer’s

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


“Do not judge …” seems to be one of the most popular verses in the Bible nowadays. How is this verse misapplied?



Why might we be unfair in our evaluation of others?



How does this section of Jesus’ teaching accurately demon-

strate the difference between Jesus and the Pharisees?


Greek Lexicon). The word for
forgiveness Luke uses most
often (10 times in Luke &
Acts) is aphesis, which can
function as a synonym of ap-

oluó. Both words carry the
basic meaning “release.”

How are vv. 43-45 connected to vv. 37-42? Why is it important to see this connection
when applying vv. 43-45?



Discipleship is living the heart of Jesus. How does this statement summarize this section
of teaching (vv. 37-45)?

March 11-17 FOUNDATION 20

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

Thank the Father for being Freely, Freely
merciful to you. Ask Him to
help you be merciful to all,
instead of being harsh,
hypercritical, condemning
and bitter.

LUKE 6:37-45

Blind teachers lead blind people to
live blindly; both will eventually find
themselves in the pit of hell. Don’t
miss who’s in view here. The Pharisees gave what they shouldn’t
have (hypercritical, hypocritical
judgment and condemnation) and
withheld what they should have
given (mercy, justice, forgiveness).

Ask the Lord to help you
Let the Beauty of Jesus
give mercy, justice and
Be Seen
forgiveness in great measure to others.

LUKE 18:11-12
MICAH 6:8

LUKE 6:37-45

Jesus defines discipleship: “A disci- Ask the Lord to help you
ple is not above his teacher, but
learn from Him the way to
everyone who is fully trained will be live.
like his teacher.” Whose your
teacher? How does your life prove
it?

Savior, Teach Me

LUKE 6:37-45

Picture what Jesus says in vv. 41 & Ask the Lord to help you
42. See it. Laugh. Then take a
see yourself clearly in the
long, hard look at your own life.
light of His teaching.

Search Me, O God

What are you storing up in your
heart? Reflect on how storing up
the gospel of Christ—God’s love,
mercy, forgiveness and grace toward you—can help you produce
good in the lives of others.

Praise the Lord for His
love, mercy, forgiveness,
graciousness He has
shown toward you in His
Son.

I Love the Lord

Be careful to notice how your
words today reveal your heart.

Pray Psalm 19:14

Sing Psalm 19:14

W

LUKE 19:37-48
LUKE 6:37-45
EPH. 3:16-19

F

LUKE 6:37-45

S

SONG

Many today in America like to play
the “don’t judge me” card when
they are violating the will of God.
What’s interesting about the words
of Jesus is how they are meant to
make one less judgmental and not
to excuse bad behavior. “Don’t
judge me” is self-centered; Jesus’
teaching is constructive. His teaching is based on the Father’s mercy
(v. 36).

LUKE 11:37-42

T

PRAYER

LUKE 6:37-45

M

T

REFLECTION

PSALM 19:14

(Make it up.)

March 18-24 FOUNDATION 21

Discipleship Is Obedience

Sermon NOTES

Luke 6:46-49

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: The practical work of discipleship is summed up

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

in one word: obedience.

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 6:43-45.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________ • What question does Jesus ask of His disciples?
_____________________________

•

What does a true disciple do when he comes to Jesus?

•

What is this person like?

•

What is the person “who hears but doesn’t act” like?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


The great building project of Jesus’ day was the grand expansion of the temple by Herod.

This great building had, in some sense, already lost its relevance due to changing it into
something it was never intended to be (Luke 19:45-46). How can church betray its purpose and destroy its foundation?


Jesus’ radical offer of new and abundant life is so all-embracing, and hence so alldemanding, that people try to find alternative ways. But they must be resisted, or the
house will come down with a crash. (N. T. Wright, Luke for Everyone, p. 78). What
“alternative ways” do people try to replace Jesus demanding teaching (vv. 20-45) with?



Most of the teaching sections in Luke are directed to Jesus’ disciples. The sermon in vv. 20

-49 is no exception, and provides (pardon the pun) the foundational teaching of discipleship. How do Jesus’ teachings for His disciples reflect His own purpose (5:31-32)?
(Remember: “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be
like his teachers.”)

March 18-24 FOUNDATION 22

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

SONG

Discipleship, in principle, is easy
Ask the Lord to give you
Trust and Obey
enough to understand: Do what the strength to follow His word.
Lord tells us to do. Are you a disciple?

LUKE 6:46-49

“Lord” means master, one who
Ask the Lord to help you
I Am Mine No More
rules the life of another. Is Jesus
live what you declare about
your Lord? The answer is not in a Him.
confession but in a profession—in
every sense of the word; it is a way
of life. Again, is Jesus your Lord?

LUKE 6:46-49

How have you failed to do what the Ask the Lord to help you
Lord has said in Luke 6:27-45?
see disobedience in your
Have you done so today?
life and to give you the
strength to obey.

Unto Thee, O Lord

LUKE 6:46-49

Notice the two components of
Ask the Lord to help you
building your life on the Solid Rock: build your life on Him.
“hears my words, and acts on
them.” Being a disciple—building a
life on the Solid Rock—is about
being more than knowing, practicing more than memorizing, acting
more than talking. Are you building
your life on the Solid Rock?

Firm Foundation

T

W

JAMES 1:22-25

T

LUKE 6:46-49
LUKE 1:1-2

ACTS 2:42
EPH. 2:19-22

LUKE 6:46-49

S

PRAYER

LUKE 6:46-49

M

F

REFLECTION

Jesus’ teachings come to us from
the apostles and prophets. Those
who follow the teaching delivered
by them form the church, the
household of God, temple of God.
This is a building with a solid foundation. Are you living in the
church?

Thank the Lord for the
Thy Word
word provided by the apostles and prophets to bring
together all of the followers
of Christ into the church.

Are you ready for the storm? The
biggest storm is the storm of judgment, when each one’s work will be
seen for what it truly was. Are you
ready for the storm?

Ask the Lord to give you
strength to follow Him and
so be prepared for the
great storm of judgment.

In Christ Alone

March 25-31 FOUNDATION 23

Understanding the “Lord”

Sermon NOTES

Luke 7:1-10

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: Discipleship is a life lived under the authority of

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Jesus Christ.

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 7:1-10.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________ • Where did Jesus go after “saying all this to the people who
_____________________________ were listening”?
•

Who was sick? What was special about this person?

•

Who did the centurion send to Jesus? What did the centurion want from Jesus?

•

What did the messengers add about the centurion in their pleading with Jesus?

•

What happened before Jesus reached the centurion’s house?

•

What did the centurion call Jesus?

•

How did the centurion view himself?

•

How did the centurion believe the servant could be healed? Why did he believe this?

•

What was Jesus response to the centurion’s words?

•

What happened to the servant?

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


How does 7:1-10 flow out of 6:46-49? What parallels exist? How do these two texts bring

together Jesus’ ruling authority and healing authority?


What does the centurion teach us about living under the authority of the Lord?



What contrast exists between the description of the elders of the centurion (v. 4) and the
centurion’s self-description (v. 7)? What’s the irony in this? Consider Jesus’ statement in v.
9.



Noticed what impressed the Jewish elders about the centurion and what impressed Jesus
about him. What does this teach us about what Jesus values?

March 18-2425-31 FOUNDATION 24

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

PRAYER

SONG

LUKE 7:1-10

This passage is a fitting transition Thank the Lord for His
from the sermon in Ch. 6. Notice
words of power to save
the theme of Jesus speaking. He
and transform hearts.
had been speaking to the crowd,
but not every person was listening.
The centurion believes in the power
of the word Jesus can speak with
regard to healing.

LUKE 7:1-10

Do you evaluate others on the basis of what they can contribute to
your life? These Jewish elders betray such a standard with regard to
the centurion and with Jesus. How
often we are tempted to approach
people as commodities to be used!
Jesus didn’t use the same standard
as the Jewish elders.

LUKE 7:1-10

What impressed the Jewish elders Ask the Lord to help you
about the centurion is not what im- honor His lordship by your
pressed Jesus. The centurion—by unquestioned obedience.
his faith—teaches us how to respond to the word of Christ. We
must obey His commands without
question.

Jesus Is Lord of All

LUKE 7:1-10

“He is worthy,” said the elders
about the centurion. “I am unworthy,” said the man himself. The
man was right. How unworthy we
are!

Oh the Depth and the
Riches

LUKE 7:1-10

Notice the faith of the centurion. Be Thank the Lord for people He Is Able
“amazed at him.” Jesus was.
who have modeled for you
what it means to have faith
in the power of God.

LUKE 7:1-10

The people who impress Jesus are Tell the Lord of your desire Living for Jesus
often those who are overlooked or to please Him.
who impress others by something
irrelevant to the Lord.

M

T

W

T

F

S

REFLECTION

Have Thine Own Way

Ask the Lord to help you
People Need the Lord
evaluate people beyond
their ability to contribute to
your life, realizing you’re
here to build into their lives.

Thank the Lord for His
grace toward you.

April 1-7 FOUNDATION 25

Compassion

Sermon NOTES

Luke 7:11-23

_____________________________
_____________________________

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH: The compassionate raising of the widow’s son

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

demonstrates the coming of the Messiah.

Sunday Bible Class PREPARATION

_____________________________ 1. Read Luke 7:11-23.
_____________________________ 2. Quickly answer the following questions about the reading:
_____________________________ • Who was traveling with Jesus?
_____________________________

•

What did Jesus encounter “as he neared the gate of the

town”?
•

Who was this man to his mother? What was she?

•

What did Jesus have on the woman when he saw
her? What did He tell her?

•

What did He tell the young man?

•

What “came over everyone” and what did it lead
them to do? What did they say?

•

Where did the report travel?

•

What did John have his disciples ask Jesus?

•

How did Jesus respond?

Nain was about four miles from Nazareth.

3. Be prepared to discuss the following:


The verb “had compassion on” comes the word for bowels or the inward parts of a person. It came to denote the seat of the affections. In other words, Jesus felt for her. Why is
it important for us not to overlook such statements about Jesus? (Luke uses the same
word two more times, both from the lips of the Lord, in the parables of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son.)



Which prophets raised the dead? (See 1 Kings 17:17-24 and 2 Kings 4:18-37). What does
this have to do with the messianic hope of the Jews?



Read Luke 4:16-21. How does this text connect to Jesus’ answer to John the Baptist?

April 1-7 FOUNDATION 26

Everyday DISCIPLINES

READINGS

PRAYER

SONG

LUKE 7:11-23

Jesus, though surrounded by
crowds of disciples and fans, had
the ability to see individuals, especially those who are hurting. Do
you see the hurting among the
masses?

Ask the Lord to help you
People Need the Lord
have His eyes to see others the way He sees them.

LUKE 7:11-23

Remember the prophetic purpose
of Jesus (4:18-19). See how this
text in Ch. 7 figure into that purpose. Then, consider that Jesus
doesn’t simply live out the purpose
as if it were a job to be done. He
lives it from His heart.

Ask the Lord to help you
Take My Life, and Let It
live the mission and not
Be
simply approach it as a job
to be done.

LUKE 7:11-23

“When the Lord saw her, he had
compassion on her…” The idea is
He felt for her. Do you feel for
those who are spiritually sick?

Ask the Lord to keep your
heart softened toward
those who need Him.

LUKE 7:11-23

Jesus wasn’t content simply to feel
for the woman; He did something to
soothe her pain. And, oh, what He
could do!

Ask the Lord to help you
Room at the Cross
act on your compassion to
soothe the hurts of the spiritually sick in this world.

LUKE 7:11-23

John’s question may appear somewhat perplexing to the reader. He’s
in prison and likely senses he’ll not
make it out of there alive. He wants
to know if he had served his purpose for which he was born. What
would you look at in your life to
know that you’ve lived your pur-

Ask the Lord to help you
Lord, Take Control
live the purpose for which
He has created you by the
gospel.

John is blessed because of his persecution on behalf of his work to
prepare the way for the Christ and
to bring the hearts of those in Israel
to repentance. All those who are
mistreated for serving the Lord’s

Ask the Lord to help you
Faith of Our Fathers
serve His purpose for your
life in the face of opposition
and persecution.

M

T

W

T

LUKE 3:15-20

F

LUKE 7:11-23
LUKE 6:22-23

S

REFLECTION

My Eyes Are Dry

