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Presently, we are not yet a church, we are an idea…a vision: to become
a community of grace in the city of Bloomington in order to speak grace
to the people of Bloomington. And, since the people of Bloomington are
the focus of Jesus’ own love, they have become the focus for ours.
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake,
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20–21 ESV)
This gospel message of Christ’s grace—transforming flawed people,
freeing us from condemnation, and re-purposing us for mission—is at the
heart of our desire for The Bloomington Project.

context
“B-Town” is the classic college town: progressive culture mixed and
sometimes clashing with conservative values, small-town family
relationships stabilizing a transient student population, vigor for hard
work accompanied by a whimsical playfulness. Unrelated people tossed
together into one community.

Place

A trademark of the city and of Indiana University is the native limestone.
Walking east along Kirkwood Avenue, and through campus, you can see
this architectural stamp on most of the buildings. It’s a unique feature that
gives unrelated people a related sense of place.

Longing

People are also related in their longing for personal fulfillment. New
business ideas, new artistic methods, new family and sexual mores, new
musical styles, new social justice and environmental causes, and new
religious and moral philosophies become building blocks for this.

And, in this confluence of the “New,” people gathered from Indiana to
Beijing try to create their own human-centered paths to fulfillment.
Yet, some stick to the “Old” ways of religion. Keeping the rituals or
following the “rules,” huddling in the safety of a religious subculture, and
working hard to gain religious and life “success” can also be attempts to
shape a human-centered path, and circumvent the grace of Christ.
Both the secular and the spiritual, conservative and liberal, student and
townie, brick layer and lawyer need the gospel of grace. Is there a
community here where unrelated people can be related in pursuing this
God-given longing in a God-honoring way?

he�rt
To help serve this longing, we believe God is leading us to start this new
grace-centered work in one of the most strategic, culturally eclectic, and
coolest cities in the nation.
Our heart, simply put, is:
• to join with God’s enduring cultivation-work of grace in people
• to walk together through our stories of following Jesus Christ
• to nurture one another to grow in this redemptive grace of God
• to receive ongoing nourishment from Christ’s grace—seeing one another
flourish as those who worship the Triune God in every sphere of life, and
have whole-heartedly embraced our roles in his redemptive mission

disposition
Because we believe that God has shaped all people as his image bearers,
we should see traces of the Master Artist’s intent even in the most broken of
places and people. This certainly is the case with Bloomington.
The people of this city celebrate values confessional Christianity can affirm,
participate in, and serve as bridges to Jesus’ gospel of grace.

Why Bloomington?

God has not let this people and this city go, this is seen in the beauty of its
values amidst the vandalism from sin. Values such as community, care for
creation, and creativity are prominent in this city. Yet, even within these
very same glimpses of beauty, there is deep brokenness.
Even the close human community of a city such as Bloomington cannot
overcome personal loneliness and shame, or fulfill the longing for intimacy,
that only a relationship with Christ begins to complete.
The celebration of the creation leads to distortions as the exaltation of
physicality (be it the human body or environment) can become the central
mark of one’s identity.
Detached from Jesus, human creativity also languishes and becomes a
beautiful artifact with no goal—a mere entertaining distraction.
To love the people of Bloomington well, we want to show how their good
values and longings point to this personally present, vocal, and renewing
God of the historic Christian gospel.

roots
Raised in Champaign, IL, Dan and
Erica met in high school. Each turned
to Jesus in 1997 while undergrads—
Dan at Illinois State University and
Erica at the University of Illinois.
In 2000, Dan and Erica graduated,
married, and moved to St. Louis
where Dan taught high school
history to at-risk students and Erica
completed her Master’s in Physical
Therapy from Washington University.
In 2002, Dan joined staff with
Great Commission Ministries at the
University of Illinois before attending
Covenant Seminary in 2007, where
Dan served with The Journey
Fellowship and Acts 29 Network.
The Herrons finally landed in the
Presbyterian Church in America in
2009, when they joined Kirk of the
Hills PCA. In 2011, the Herron family
moved to downtown Indy for Dan to
serve with Redeemer PCA and fulfill
a Presbytery internship to be a fully
approved PCA church planter.

The Herrons:
Dan, Erica, Alex,
Gabriel & Ísabel

c�ll
We’re called to love God, love people, and love the city.

Our Vision

…is for the growth of a vibrant worshipping community in Bloomington
that has embraced the gospel of Jesus Christ as God’s power in this world
to restore our own lives, redeem the person next to us, and to transform
entire communities.
This call in joining Christ’s ongoing mission includes:
• establishing gospel-centered worship: culturally and intellectually
thoughtful expository preaching, and a hospitable, artistically beautiful,
musically eclectic liturgy
• growing clusters of neighborhood parishes focused on grace-oriented
shepherding and serving
• shaping ministries that envision, equip, and employ people in every lifestage to live out their unique redemptive callings
• seeking the welfare of the city through participating and serving in
Bloomington and IU’s social and cultural life
• training and sending new church planters, RUF ministers, and other
grace-formed church members into God’s regional and global mission

Our Passion

…is to know Jesus Christ and, by his grace through faith alone, follow his
pattern for faithful living, see his name confessed by many new disciples
in Bloomington and beyond, and see reconciliation and transformation
come to people and the city through his name.

roots
Raised in suburban St. Louis, MO,
Brad and Caroline were also high
school sweethearts. Having known
God’s grace since childhood,
neither can remember a time when
they didn’t know and trust in Jesus.
After graduating from college
(Brad from Miami University of Ohio,
and Caroline from the University of
Missouri) Brad and Caroline were
married in 2003. Brad then began
studies at Covenant Seminary and
the Tubbesings returned to Brad’s
home church, Kirk of the Hills PCA.
Because of the Tubbesing’s love for
college students, Brad joined staff
with the PCA’s Reformed University
Fellowship in 2007, and moved to
begin a new RUF at the University of
Alabama in Huntsville.
Witnessing God advance the gospel
through the ministry of RUF at UAH
was such an amazing experience,
the Tubbesings are eager to plant
another RUF at Indiana University.

The Tubbesings:
Brad, Caroline,
Eliza, Adie & Jane

c�ll
We’re called to love God, love people, and love the campus.

Our Vision

…is for the growth of a gospel-centered ministry in the campus of
Indiana University that seeks to renew the campus by making Jesus
known, helping students grasp the sheer beauty of, and their need for,
the gospel of grace, and equipping students to serve Christ.
This call in joining Christ’s ongoing mission at IU is shaped by our
commitments to:
• the gospel of grace…believing that grace changes everything
• engaging winsomely and thoughtfully with the campus culture
• seeing lives transformed through Scripture as the Spirit-empowered
Word of God
• integrating students into the local church as full participants
• encouraging students’ whole-hearted vocational pursuits

Our Passion

…is to be a community where all students—whether religious or secular,
believing or cynical, healthy or wounded, burned out or devoted—can
ask questions and wrestle with the implications of the gospel of grace for
themselves, their friends, and their campus.

ti�eline
Gathering | 2012 –2013

• Herrons and Tubbesings move to
Bloomington, June 2012
Build
relational bridges with
•
community
• Develop core group, hone vision,
collaborative planning
Plant
2 – 3 neighborhood parishes
•

Developing | 2013 –2014

• Envision, equip, employ team
members for central ministries
Launch
RUF large group on
•
Indiana University campus
• Host weekly public worship, early
Spring 2014

Organizing | 2014 –2015

• Equip officers, hire strategic staff
• Initiate cultural renewal ministry
• Build missions and mercy ministries

Multiplying | 2016

• Strengthen and extend parishes
• Plan for daughter church

Barbara Krawcowicz

p�rtners
We can’t accomplish any of this alone, and are asking God to raise up
partners for The Bloomington Project:

Prayer

Please commit to praying for Dan Herron (Gathering Pastor), Brad
Tubbesing (RUF Campus Minister), our families, the work, and the people
of Bloomington. Sign-up for prayer updates at thebloomingtonproject.org

Provisions

We need to raise significant funds to see this vision realized. Our hope is
within 3–5 years we will be a financially self-sustaining body. Until then,
we rely on outside support. Please consider tax-deductible donations.

Posture

We’re not yet experts on Bloomington and IU, though we need to be.
We want to learn more about this community: values, history, needs,
beauty, and brokenness. Please help us grow in our understanding.

People

We need people to join us in this vision by finding jobs, moving with us,
and helping establish a new Christian community for the city. If you’re
curious about what joining this vision might mean, email us your thoughts.

info@ thebloomingtonproject.org
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