
This past October I (Melissa) 
teamed up with people from 
Botswana, Kenya, and Nigeria to 
offer an equipping training online 
for people interested in learning 
how to facilitate Trauma Healing 
Groups.  A Trauma Healing Group, 
as developed by the American 
Bible Society, offers a safe place 
for people to consider their 
suffering and grief and learn how 
to heal through “mental-health 
best practices and the wisdom of 
the bible.” (see 
www.traumahealingbasics.org) 

Janice learned about Trauma 
Healing Groups from a friend in 
her church.  She came to Oman 
from South Africa for 
employment as a hairdresser.  She 
shared during the training that 
because of this vocation, she 
heard “the unedited version of 
people’s stories.”  She came to 
the training to learn more about 
“how to deal with people who are 
in a state of trauma and to help 
them heal from it.” 

“I have always been quick to 
answer,” continued Janice, “but I 
am learning that it is good to 
listen.”  After the first of our two 
4-hour training sessions, Janice’s 
sister contacted her and shared 
she was depressed, wanting to 
talk and also asking for prayer.  “I 
didn’t know how to respond and 
thank God I could talk about it 
with Melissa,” says Janice.  “I 
didn’t need to have a solution but 
I could be someone to just listen 
to support my sister.  I thank God 
for the mentorship in this 
program, because I could calm 
down and get feedback from 
Melissa.  So I’m not pushing to be 
my sister’s savior- it is God who 
will help.  It is humbling and 
relieving.” 

I am now mentoring Janice as she 
practices her facilitation skills 
through co-leading healing 
groups.  We were not aware until 
the training, but we both attend 
the same Bible Study Fellowship 
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Equipping Leaders Around the World 

Prayer & Praise: 
 We are eager to welcome 

our son Isaac, a sophomore 
at Calvin University, to stay 
with us for winter break.   

 We are currently hosting a 
group of interfaith 
chaplains from North 
America and the United 
Kingdom at Al Amana 
Centre (AAC).  Jeffrey has 
been preparing to host this 
group since COVID first hit 
in the spring of 2020.  They 
are finally here! 

 This spring we plan to host 
5 volunteers and 6 visiting 
groups from religious 
organizations and 
universities at AAC.  We will 
also offer Healing Groups 
and sessions by zoom, and a 
retreat weekend for 
Christian women living in 
Oman.  Pray for us and our 
AAC co-workers as we 
prepare and coordinate 
these efforts. 

 Bangladesh elections are 
scheduled for December 23.  
There are protests and 
arrests, and potential for 
violence. Pray for safety and 
fair voting. 

 We appreciate prayers for 
our mental, physical, and 
spiritual health as we face 
new challenges this coming 
year. 
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The line-up for the 2022 Graduation at CCTB 

Money Matters 

Thank you for your support!  
 

Give online at:  

resonateglobalmission.org/bos 

Or mail your checks with 
#802007 in the memo line to  

Resonate Global Mission 
1700 28th Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 
49508-1407 

The College of Christian Theology 
Bangladesh (CCTB) celebrated the 
graduation of nine Bachelor of 
Theology and two Master of 
Divinity students the first 
weekend of December.  Although 
it hasn't been possible for us to 
travel to Bangladesh in the last 
three years due to Covid and now 
violence leading up to elections 
in January, we remain connected 
to the faculty, students, and 
friends of CCTB.  

Jeffrey knew the two MDiv 
students, Nondita and Lolit, while 
we lived in Bangladesh and he 
was serving as Dean of 

Academics.  He had the 
opportunity to teach both 
Nondita and Lolit in the spring of 
2020 when CCTB shifted to online 
courses.   

Leading the line of B.Th. 
graduates in the photo above is 
CCTB faculty Rowel Mazumder, 
who was a M.A. student in 
Jeffrey's classes when he was the 
dean. After pursuing further 
studies in South Korea, 
Rowel has returned to 
Bangladesh to serve as the 
new academic dean of 
CCTB. 

Training Leaders in Bangladesh 

in Muscat, Oman!  We have been able to meet 
in person several times, although our work 
together to offer healing groups remains online.   

We’ve offered a group in November, and our 
plan is to offer another group in early January.  
Pray for Janice and another new facilitator I am 
mentoring, as they plan for and practice 
facilitating during these sessions.  Pray for me as 
I encourage and give suggestions for good 
facilitation practices.  Give thanks for this tool, 
which helps people find healing from so many 
different places in the world. 
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“The Graduation Ceremony at CCTB 2022! It was full 
of blessings with the presence of God's people from 

all over the world. I am so blessed to achieve the 
"Masters of Divinity" (M.Div). Praise the Lord. Thank 

you all for praying.” -Lolit 


