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Editor’s Note
Happy Fall Bethel Family! This season has always been my favorite time of the year. There
is something particularly wonderful about the colors, blustery weather, and outdoor activities
that bring us all together before settling in for the winter.
Some of you may have noticed that there are some changes being made to the Bethel
Lines, specifically the months we will be covering. In order to be in season and as up to date as
possible the Lines will be covering the month it is published and the previous month. Birthdays will
continue to cover future months and keep everyone thinking ahead! Have I made all our heads
spin yet? I am very thankful for this opportunity and time to seize the season and make these
changes. I look forward to hearing your feedback.
I pray this has been a joyful time of transition and celebration for all of you as we begin to
shake the very last vestiges of sand from our shoes and begin tracking in the colored leaves. With
school beginning again, house changes, job shifts, new ministries beginning , and the holidays
right around the corner it is very easy to become distracted and stressed instead of blessed and
thankful . The verse I stated on my first issue, Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 I believe fully applies again. May
this season be one of change yes, but also of laughter, of mending, and of peace. Grace and
blessings to you all!
- Nina Wegner
Bethel Lines Editor
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to
dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.”
NIV
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Bethel Birthdays
November
1
1
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3
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
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6
7
7
7
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9
9
9
10
10
10
11
11
12
13
15
15
16
16
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
20
20
20
20
21
21
21

Samantha Ortiz
Nancy Visser
Sheryl Dykstra
Henry Boss
Dianne Feikema
Adam Galloy
Jessie Winterhoff
Debra Biesboer
James Evenhouse
Nora Kooistra
Holly Postma
Nicholas DeBlock
Timothy Eriks
Lewis R. Haan
Bev VanNoort
Kent Burghgraef
Carol Goesel
Doug Rozendal
Grant Sitter
Jeff DeYoung
Carl Eckerstrom
James Eldersveld
Caitlyn Jaraczewski
John Stob
Alice VanWolde
Liam Netjes
Joan Ridder
Landon Koopmans
Linda Galloy
George Boss
Sally DeJong
Mark Drenth
Randy Slager
Laurie Boer
Albert DeVries
Wayne Boss
Nancy Huizenga
Emily Rozendal
John Boomsma
Lori Groenewold
Zachary Groen
Sarah Rinkenberger
Peter Schurman
Ann Vermeulen
Sandy Aardsma
Judi Byma
Kate Ohm

22
22

23
23
23
24
24
25
26
27
27
27
28
29
29
29
30

Sharon Dykstra
Denise Friesema
Heather Boss
David Huitsing
Gerard Kickert
Lois Hillegonds
Eric VanVossen
Berniece DeVries
Donald Santefort
Jeff Colvin
Kimberly Groenewold
William Terpstra
Robert Boer
Gracia Eenigenburg
Kelli Persenaire
Harold Weidenaar
Jonah VanEk

December
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1
2
2
2
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3
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4
4
5
5
5
5
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7
7
8
8
8
8
9
9
10
10
11
12

Dawn Kamstra
Jared VanderWoude
John Brinks
Jason Oostman
Janette Tuuk
Leona DeVries
Mark Tillema
James Bandstra
David Ericks
Pamela Huizenga
Benjamin DeYoung
Ella Kooistra
Cynthia Meier
Julie Vanderbilt
Ella Byma
Elaine Kamp
Beverly Vanderbilt
Linda Bosman
Charlene Mullen
Dan VanderMeyden
Norah Zirbel
Dawn Cooper
Kenneth Haan
Sandra DeVries
Steven Dees
Brenda Slager
Justin Buiter

12
12
13
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
17
18
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
25
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
29
30
30
30

Jamie Friesema
Joseph Groenewold
Amy Bosman
Alex Bosman
Grace Douma
Peter VanDrunen
Annette VanVossen
Megan DeBok
George Kreykes
Bruce Meyer
David Vanderbilt
Mary Jane Winter
Kayla Sylvester
Caryn Wiltjer
Dean Staal
Laurie Koster
Beverly Lich
Regan Lyzenga
Rosalie Plug
Beverly Rozendal
Leonard Boer
Ronald Clousing
Lois Ooms
Kurtis VanderWoude
Betty Dykstra
Sue Eriks
Seth Neumeyer
Steven Tuuk
Linda Colvin
Daniel DeBlock
Lucas Smit
Aaron Tambrini
Vincent VanDeel
Kendra VanOpstall
James Clousing
Brittany Biesboer
Elaine Butler
Abby Tillema
Dave Nelson
Calvin VanVossen
Owen Vermeulen
Carrie DeVries
Conrad Kats
Amy Wegner
Judy Nassenstein
John D. (J.D.) Norman
Janet VanKuiken
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Pastor’s Pen
People are not looking for a friendly church

Let me start by saying that I hope Bethel is a friendly church. First impressions matter to
visitors. Research indicates that even before the pastor says a word many visitors have already
decided if they would return. There are a variety of factors that play into that first impression.
New mothers and grandmothers want nurseries and restrooms that are clean, safe, and inviting.
People want to feel comfortable, and ask themselves “Do I fit in here?” Visitors want to
know, “Am I accepted and welcome here?” Little things can mean a lot; a smile, warm greeting,
introduce yourself, an offer to help them find a nursery or worship folder. Treat them as God’s
invited guest and we are God’s hospitality hosts and servants. Look for new faces and reach out
to them. Now you might say, “I don’t feel comfortable doing this...” but think how much more a
visitor feels uncomfortable walking into an unknown setting. Help them relax and feel at home.
You may also be reluctant to welcome someone fearing that they may have been
members here for years and sit on the other side of church. So rather than say, “Are you new
here?”; say “Hi, I don’t think we have met, my name is …” Often when you give your name they
will reciprocate with their name. And then see where the conversation goes. Later write their
name down on your worship folder to make it easier to remember and look for them the next
week and greet them by name. But what about the claim that visitors are not looking for a
friendly church? The reality is they are looking for something more. Friendly is good. It is common
courtesy and respect. But what visitors want is not only a friendly church but friends. This is more. It
is more than a momentary gesture; it is sharing life. It is more than warmth and welcome; it is
acceptance and connection. This is a commitment. It is living out God’s call to love as He has
loved us.

- Pastor Cal Aardsma
Pastor of Administration and Visitation
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Long-term Health Concerns
Carl Smith continues to receive therapy at home following surgery for a neck fracture.
Joanne DeVries is receiving care at Wittenberg Village for Alzheimer’s disease which
continues to take from her physically and from her memory.
Henry Bosch continues to receive care at Beecher Manor following a stroke he suffered this
summer.
Frank Groen remains at Great Lakes Health Care is receiving therapy for severe neck pain
and he continues to struggle with Fibromyalgia.
Carrie Houtsma is recovering following a heart attack.
Marian Botma continues to receive care at the skilled nursing section of Hartsfield Village.
Scott Bultema continues to struggle with the ongoing effect of Parkinson’s Disease and Lewy
Body Dementia.
Charlie Dykstra resides at Chesterton Manor and continues to suffer from dementia.
Helen VanDrunen is at Hartsfield Village in rehab for a shoulder fracture and difficulty
walking.
Edna Meeter continues to have memory issues and difficulty walking.
Jim Dekker does not have use of his right arm or the ability to speak.
Paul and Iris Persenaire continue to reside in assisted living at Beacon Hill, Grand Rapids, MI,
and are doing well.
Bob Jipping remains at Providence Central in Palos Heights.
Ted and Bernice Schoustra are limited in their ability to get out.
Alice VanWolde is on a long term medication program to address her cancer.
Dorn Jabaay continues to deal with chronic respiratory difficulties.
Joanne Lagestee is experiencing difficulty in walking.
Clare Schaaf has received some relief from his back pain as a result of the pain pump.
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Memory Care - Symptoms
Different forms of dementia may manifest in different symptoms. Alzheimer’s disease is
the most common. According to the Alzheimer’s association the 10 early signs of Alzheimer’s include:
1. Memory loss that disrupts daily life (such as forgetting names and appointments but remembering them later).
2. Challenges in planning or solving problems (such as occasional errors in balancing the checkbook).
3. Difficulty with familiar tasks (such as recording a TV show).
4. Confusion about time or place (such as forgetting what day of the week it is).
5. Trouble with visual images (such as spatial distance or difficulty reading).
6. Problems with words (such finding the right word)
7. Misplacing things or the ability to retrace steps
8. Decreased or poor judgment (Such as making occasional bad decisions).
9. Withdrawal (such as being leery of work situations or relationships)
10. Changes in mood and personality (such as developing a set routine and becoming irritated when the routine is
disrupted).
Having read through that list one might wonder what the difference is between early
onset of Alzheimer’s and typical age related changes. The Alzheimer’s Association
offers the following:

Alzheimer’s/dementia

Typical age related changes

Poor judgment and decision-making

Making a bad decision once in a while

Inability to manage a budget

Missing a monthly payment

Losing track of the date or the season

Forgetting which day it is & remembering it later

Difficulty having a conversation

Sometimes forgetting which word to use

Misplacing things and being unable to retrace
steps to find them

Losing things from time to time

Used with permission - Alzheimer’s Association
(https://alz.org/10-signs-symptoms-alzheimers-dementia.asp).

If you or a family member are showing symptoms of dementia consult a doctor. There are medications that
can help. Additionally some treatable medical conditions cause dementia symptoms. Reversible conditions include:
reaction to medications, infections or immune disorders, dehydration, vitamin deficiency, tumors, poisoning,
metabolic issues (such as low blood sugar, thyroid problems, too much or too little salt or calcium ,etc.) anoxia or
hematomas. I want to end with a word of encouragement. Be open with loved ones. It is nothing to be embarrassed
about; it is not your fault. By being open you will open lines of understanding, support and help. And as Christians it is
important that we show the love of Christ in concrete deeds.
- Pastor Cal Aardsma
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216: A Room with a View
An Author’s note: This is an inside look at Iliana Christian through
the eyes of a teacher—enjoy!

In Creative Writing, students wrote Devotional poems. They had to write about either a biblical
character or some type of faith struggle. Here is a poem by Taylor Benes, a junior at Illiana Christian and a
Bethel member.
Untitled

I am caught in the deep of my mind today-every day.
Perhaps it’s the Storm caught in my head
who whips winds that never calm down, or it’s just me.
I feel neither wanted nor needed
and it hurts to think this could be true.
I feel purposeless and surrounded by darkness.
Am I even loved?
Falling to pieces is a part of my routine
and I never put myself back together.
I cry more than I smile,
yet it is like an addiction,
and I cannot stop.
I push my happiness away,
I push my everything away,
and I cannot stop.
I contemplate the morning,
and I cannot stop,
though I wish I could.
I cry for help,
wanting it all to cease,
but no one hears my voice.
Maybe they just aren’t listening.
And I don’t know where I will end up, if anywherethe breeze pushing me closer to the edge each and every moment.
Although this season may seem unending,
and the road ahead bears no light,
there will come a time-a time when The Reason I am here itself
bears the light I lack to see.
I may not see it now
or even in 100 years,
However, there will come a time,
and I’ll be ready,
no matter when it is.
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Youth Group or Netflix?
“Do I have to go to Student Life?”
“I don’t feel like going to youth group. Can I just stay home tonight?”
“I have too much homework. Can’t go to SL.”
“I had a busy, hard week. I am going to binge on Netflix instead of going to SL.”
“I went to Praise Crowd this week. I don’t need to go to SL.”
As a parent you have probably heard one of these phrases from your teens. As their Youth
Director, I have heard these and many more. Sometimes their reason for not coming to SL is a
good one. Sometimes, like in the case of a Netflix binge…not so much. And let’s be honest, there
might be times where you as a parent, a grandparent, a family member, a Bethel member might
wonder what it is that all goes on in the youth room. Or if anything meaningful or spiritual is going
on at all.
In a book I am currently reading, “Static Jedi” there was a section that directly relates to our
Student Life theme this year. I’ll explain the theme a bit more in depth later. One question in
particular the author posed really hit me between the eyes and I shared it with Student Life.
“Is it our goal to spend the slightest amount of time possible with the Lord and still be in a
relationship with Him?” (Static Jedi, pg. 9)
Ouch. Even though my “job” is ministry, there have been times where my personal devotions
are wanting; where I’m not open enough about my faith in public; where I am looking for the
easier life.
This year our theme is Not. A. Fan. We are talking about how we can’t just wave the
Jesus flag when things are good and simply be a fan of Jesus. We need to be a hard-core follower
– no matter the cost, which means picking up a cross every day, locking our eyes on Jesus and
pursuing Him. (Luke 9:23). Each day. Every day. All day. There is no wiggle room in picking up the
cross. Either you do or you don’t.
Too often however, we are still looking for the comfortable way out. Carrying our cross daily
is hard, lonely and painful. But then again so is life. This became so apparent yet again to me and
the other SL leaders at our Sept. 16 meeting.

VS.
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Each year we have one meeting dedicated to Q & A time. Students write down
questions and hand them in for the leaders to try to answer. And each year I am astounded
by the questions handed in. This year was no different other than I thought the questions were
deeper than ever! Here is a sampling of the questions asked at that meeting:
“How have you been a fan and how have you been a follower of Jesus in your life?”
“How do you feel about #metoo movement?”
“What’s your view on the fact there were 2 gyms made at Illiana before a chapel?”
“What would you do if Christianity became outlawed?”
“Is working hard for a job that pays well mean you’re addicted to wealth?”
“When was a time you saw God work through your life?”
“How do you deal with anxiety?”
“What Bible verses changed your life?”
“Have you ever witnessed to a friend or neighbor?”
“How do you KNOW when you like someone?”
“Have you had any angel/miracle experiences?”
“What’s your view on political correctness or feminism?”
“What’s your view on the civil rights movement?”
“What’s your definition of religion?”
“What’s your advice for going to a college that’s not Christ-based?”
Whoosh! I need to take a breath!
Due to the serious and deep nature of these questions, we only got to less than half of
the questions listed above. And this isn’t the only meeting where we ask these types of questions. Two out of every three meetings each month are these kinds of meetings. The third one
is to simply come up for air after dealing with such heavy topics!
I cannot express enough how much I care about each of my teens. How seriously I
take my baptismal vows to each and every one of them. How much I desperately want them
to know, love and follow Christ. How my smile can’t get any bigger on Profession of Faith
Sundays. How my heart aches for my teens who are struggle with these and other issues.
I know coming to one more thing on a Sunday can seem overwhelming, but I hope
and pray that we as a church can encourage our teens to see that growing in Christ –
whether in Student Life, ETM, GEMS, Cadets, in Bethel worship, at school, at home – is what
matters most. It’s in those places that we are trained how to pick up that cross and walk with
it every day until it becomes our own.

- Sarah Rinkenberger
Bethel Youth Director
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Children’s Ministry Update
Bethel Kids, our children’s ministry, is off and running thanks to the 50+ servants sharing the love
of Jesus with them.
The Preschool - First grade groups started learning about: Creation, Tower of Babel, Abram
giving Lot the best land, Ten Plagues and God sending the Israelites manna. The children also
enjoy a time of singing and doing activities related to the Bible Story.
The Second - Third grade groups have been learning things from the New Testament. Here are
some questions they have been asked:
How many years were there between the end of the Old Testament and the beginning of the
New Testament? 400 years
What does the word gospel mean? Good News
How many Gospels are there? 4
The book of Matthew is first in the Gospels, but we don’t believe he wrote first. Who do we
believe was the first to write his gospel? Mark
Who was John the Baptist? A prophet
What type of body of water did John baptize Jesus in? A river
True or False: The Holy Spirit is just for a few people. False: The Holy Spirit is for everyone who
follows Jesus
How many days after Passover is Pentecost? 50 days
The word Pentateuch means “five books;” what does the word Pentecost mean? Fiftieth
What does the word “Holy” mean? To be set apart for God
What are the bugs John the Baptist ate? Locusts
We look forward to continuing our lessons and learning more about our Savior! Please join us
and feel free to contact me at dohm@discoverbethel.org with any further questions. Thank
you again to everyone who serves/continues participating in our ministry.

- Debbie Ohm
Director of Children's Ministries
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We love our Children’s Ministry!

Thank you to all our helpers!
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Thank you to all the families
who participated in the
Bethel Church Directory!

Thank you Natalie for spreading the word!

Page 12

Shedding Some Light on the Subject of Depression
A personal testimony written by a frequent Bethel visitor

All of us can relate to feeling depressed at one point or another. Grief can certainly bring on an intense
depression and while we never fully get over the losses we suffer in life, grief does lessen in time, and we learn to live
in a new normal with support from friends, family and maybe professional help. There are many situations in life that
can bring about depression; loss of a job, divorce, illness, physical pain, disability, financial insecurity, etc. We might
find ourselves in a depressing environment as when we are working at a job we do not enjoy or in a home where
there is continual tension and strife. In these instances, major changes and adjustments usually bring about relief
and our lives become better once we are out of the depressing situation we were in. There is a big difference,
however, between situational/environmental depression and what is commonly referred to as “clinical depression”.
Many of us can relate to living daily with a diagnosis of a mental illness or disorder. In an episode of Major
Depressive Disorder, or MDD, the smallest of tasks can feel insurmountable, and just getting out of bed can be the
biggest achievement of a day. There's an enormous lack of energy and physical pain, as well for some of us.
Fortunately there is medication to help those of us diagnosed with MDD. However, it can sometimes take months or
years to find the right medication and it can stop working after some time, making it necessary to begin the
process of finding another one.
Even with so much information available about mental illnesses/disorders, there is still a stigma hanging over
the subject. With MDD, people often make the assumption that it's just a sad mood and that the person just needs
to think more positive or count their blessings. The opposite of “depressed” is not “happy”. The opposite of
depression is vitality; mental, physical, and even spiritual. I can attest to the fact that a person can seem happy
and yet be deeply depressed. How can you tell? You can't, which is why it's so important to know how to respond
to people you know have depression as an illness. It takes a lot of courage for people with a mental illness/disorder
to ask for prayer and support. Too often, people keep a distance from us when we most need a friend. Following
are some things I think might help encourage you if you desire to be supportive of anyone with depression:








Don't be intimidated; don't think of a person with depression (or any mental illness) as someone to fear, any
more than you would fear a person with a physical illness.
Don't give unsolicited advice or tips on how to “snap out of it” or be cured. Mental illness is not due to a lack of
faith, a weak faith, or submission to Satan.
Do offer to pray for and with us. (I think few things are more comforting than to hear someone pray for me!)
Don't assume all is well if we're smiling.
Do say something like, “I hope you're feeling as well as you seem to be.” That opens the door for us to respond
with what's going on, if anything.
Don't wait until you see us in person to make a connection; send a “thinking of you” card or an email or text to
assure us we're in your thoughts/prayers.
Do encourage us in the things we do that are positive; pay a sincere compliment. Sometimes it helps just to
hear someone say, “It's so good to see you!”

If we all would just remember to treat everyone with an extra measure of kindness, no matter what, who knows
what light it may bring to another person's heart!

Page 13

Do you or someone you know want to learn sign language??
THEN COME TO BETHEL’S SIGN LANGUAGE CLASS!

Bethel has a sign language class that meets once a week on Tuesdays!
We are learning to communicate with our Deaf and Hard of hearing members who use sign. You
may even see them sign a song in church. Keep and eye out for them! We will be having another
6 week class in the new year if you are interested, watch the bulletin for day and time.
* Please contact Sandy DeVries for further information or questions*
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Pathway to Jesus School
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Bethel for ALL the supplies you collected for our school,
Pathway to Jesus. What a HUGE blessing! Buying supplies in the Dominican Republic can get very
expensive, so receiving donations like this helps us so much. Thank you for being willing to partner with
us in this way! Thank God for the dedicated staff that works at the school. Thank God for the precious
children he has entrusted us to teach and love. Thank you again from the bottom of my heart. May
God continue to bless this church as you bless others!
-Shelley Hernandez

Pro Life Cross Display
On Monday, September 24, a team of Bethel adults and kids along with the full
Illiana Christian’s Soccer team came to our East vacant field to install 1600 prolife crosses.
This is an annual display to correspond to the October emphasis on Prolife. Because of
Randy Slager’s construction of 4 additional pokers to facilitate the firm placement of the
crosses, we were able to install all 1600 crosses in about 90 minutes. We were all rewarded with
a great Burger Bash dinner at church.
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Ladies Night Out
On Monday evening, Oct. 15, Violet Jessop, survivor of the sinking of both the Titanic and
the Britannic, came to Bethel to tell her story. Violet was portrayed by Leslie Goddard, an award
winning actress and scholar who holds a Ph.D in U.S. History and a Masters degree in Theater and
Museum studies. Violet gave us some history on how she came to be a maid on the Titanic, told us
some anecdotes about the more elite passengers she served and how she was put in a lifeboat,
given an abandoned baby to hold and watched as the ship sank after hitting an iceberg with
more than 1500 passengers still on board. After 8 hours, they were the last lifeboat to be rescued
by the Carpathia and brought to New York where the baby was reunited with its mother.
Violet then went to work as a nurse for the British Red Cross during WWI and in Dec. 1915 she
boarded the Britannic, The Titanic’s sister ship, which had been refitted as a hospital ship. On
Nov. 21, 1916 the Britannic hit a German mine in the Aegean Sea and sunk in a matter of 55
minutes losing only 30 people. As the Britannic sank her still spinning propellers rose out of the
water and began pulling Violet’s lifeboat toward them, but several ships were in the area and she
was rescued. Violet served 42 years at sea and retired in Suffolk, England. After the presentation
we served coffee and dessert to almost 100 women from Bethel and the surrounding churches.
Ladies Night Out is a fun, no stress group for all ages. Watch for information on our next event in
early 2019 and give us a try!
- Phyllis Friesema
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CROSSROADS PRISON MINISTRY
About three months ago, by the urging of my sister-in-law, I joined CROSSROADS PRISON
MINISTRY. I was always in awe of the men in our church that minister to prisoners at the Cook
County Jail. I knew I could never do that! Along comes CROSSROADS PRISON MINISTRY, all done
at my own kitchen table. It is a one on one process that helps both you and the inmate. So
many Bible verses are written into their lessons that you can’t help but be blessed. After meeting
about 10 students, I was hooked! These students try their best, but some need to believe that
works are not what saves you. Then I can lead them to the true answer – it is by Grace Alone.
The Bible tells us that GOD has a special place in His heart for the prisoner. He also has an
incredible mission for mentors. I am thankful to be one.
Susan DeJong
For more information call 800-668-2450 or visit cpministries.org/get involved or email
mentor@cpministires.org
Did you know that there are 2.2 million prisoners in the United States and that 88% of them do
not have regular visitors? You can make a difference. Crossroads is looking to double their
number of volunteer mentors. As a Crossroads mentor, you: Review students’ Bible study lessons
and offer encouraging comments. Write uplifting and hope filled letters to
your students . Pray for your students.

Prime Timers
For anyone age 55 and over, we are reaching out to YOU! Prime Timers is a group of
Bethel Seniors that meets up about five times a year and have a great time together- sometimes
right here at the church! We always use a comfy coach bus when traveling and welcome any
new ideas you would like to share for events or outings! We see plays, attend concerts, tour
museums, and go on cruises but can usually make it home before it gets too dark. We have had
catered dinners at church, with entertainment that cannot be beat. There are organ recitals,
Route 66 tours and as always good fellowship. So be sure to read the Blue Sheet and check us
out some time! We would love to have you join us at one of our next exciting events!
- Prime Timers Committee
If you have any questions please contact the Church Office, Anita Beezhold or
bethellines@discoverbethel.org
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Council Highlights
The Administrative Council met on September 11, 26 and October 16
Highlights:
1. Referred to the full council the 2018 Building and General Fund budgets.
2. Approved the following Transition Team names: Bent Burghgraef, Tim Groenewold, Emily Hillegonds,
Brenna Krygsheld, Bev Lich, Paul Lindemulder (chair), Rachel Luttjeboer, Mark Netjes, Leroy Noble and
Brian Sylvester.
3. Reviewed and discussed committee and ministry staff reports.
4. Approved replacing 3 heaters in the entry door way airlocks and the Office HVAC.
5. Developing in conjunction with Home Land Security and the Lansing Police &amp; Fire Departments an
Emergency Operation Plan.
6. Approved cleaning and treating the ponds.
The Elders met on September 4 and October 9
Highlights:
1. Received the membership of James &amp; Marilyn Olthoff from Calvary Community Church (South Holland, IL)
2. At their request transferred the membership of Rev. Nick &amp; Carrie VanBeek and family to Calvary CRC
(Edina, MN)
3. Agreed that there will be no Sunday evening service on Dec 23 &amp; 30 in the light of the Christmas Day and
New Year’s Eve services.
4. Reported on their contacts with members, including several Family Visits and follow up with inactive members.
5. Reviewed the Worship committee report and plans for a joint Advent series with Beacon Light Church.
6. Reminded the congregation that the elders will celebrate Lord’s Supper with shut-ins who request it.
7. Heard a report on VBS and the Children’s ministries and prayed with Debbie Ohm
8. Reviewed and discussed the Pastors’ monthly activities report.
The Deacons met on October 2 and October 29
Highlights:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Deacons continued to call on Benevolence, CEF and widow needs as they arise.
Approved the upcoming offering schedule.
Referred to the Administrative council the 2018 Building and General Fund budgets.
Began planning the annual deacon’s dinner.

Classis Illiana met on September 18
Highlights:
1. Elder Arie VanEk and Pastor Aardsma were Bethel’s delegates.
2. Shaun Buikema passed his Commissioned Pastor’s exam.
3. Approved Hope Community Church in Lowell as an emerging church in the CRC and Barry Foster as their
Commissioned Pastor.
The Full Council met on October 13
Highlights:
1. Met with the transition team in a Leadership Retreat spending time prayerfully reflecting on scripture and God’s
leading for Bethel.
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Infant Baptisms
Grant David Burghgraef, baptized 9/16/18

Theo Richard Wegner, baptized 10/14/18

New Members
Dawn Cooper

Pearl Reynhout

Jim and Marilyn Olthoff

Caryn Wiltjer

Page 19

CONGRATULATIONS!
What is a commissioned pastor? Recently, Shaun Buikema, a
Bethel member, became a commissioned pastor. Here are a few
notes about this important role:

- Commissioned pastors shall be acknowledged as such in their
calling churches.
- Commissioned pastors may also serve in organized congregations
along with a minister of the Word.
- The task of the commissioned pastor is to bear witness to Christ through the preaching of the Word,
the administration of the sacraments, church education, pastoral care, evangelism, and other
ministries in order that believers may be called to comprehensive discipleship and unbelievers may
be called to faith.
- Commissioned pastors shall function under the direct supervision of the council, giving regular reports
to it and being present at its meetings.
Church Order Article 23 a & c and Article 24 a & b

Pastor Shaun can now serve as an Ordained Minister; the difference is that the call is limited to a
particular congregation and Classis (denominational region). The commissioned pastor in an organized
congregation works in partnership with the ordained pastor. To serve as the solo pastor, the approval of
classis and the Synodical deputies (denominational representatives) is required. Currently, Pastor Shaun
is working at Bethel and at Beacon Light CRC under the supervision of the councils and Pastors Aardsma
and Hoffmaster. Your prayers and encouragement for him in this role are appreciated!
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Dear Bethel Members,
The Bethel Council has formed the Transition Committee to support the effort to call our next
pastor to serve with us at Bethel. The committee consists of: Paul Lindemulder (chair), Brent
Burghgraef, Tim Groenewold, Emily Hillegonds, Brenna Krygsheld, Bev Lich, Rachel Luttjeboer,
Mark Netjes, Leroy Noble, Brian Sylvester and Sam Hamstra (Consultant). We are humbled that
we have been asked to serve, and realize we are inadequate for the task, but we are relying on
the Spirit to lead us, and your support in prayer.
Why are we called Transition Committee? Because Bethel is in transition. We have been called
to discover who God will call to serve Bethel and to assist the Council in determining the overall
staff structure based on the pastor we call. This is a time of transition for us as a church, and is a
time we are all called to support and encourage one another. As a committee we are
committed to seeking the will of our Father in this process through prayer, His word and His spirit
We see this process as having three phases: Preparation phase, Discernment phase and
Decision phase. We have begun the preparation phase.
Here’s how you can help us:
Pray! Pray for us as we begin the awesome responsibility of discovering the identity of our next
pastor, one who embodies the 5 Cs: Character, Competency, Chemistry (or fit with our congregation), Culture (or fit with our community), and Credentials.
Participate! We have labeled the first phase of our work as “Preparation.” During this phase we
will invite you to share your thoughts and insights through a survey and through listening sessions.
Please be sure to share with us.
Be Patient! We have adopted a process that we trust will yield the identity of our next pastor
sometime within twelve months, but we realize that God’s timing is not always the same as our
timing. So, we will wait on the Lord and encourage you to wait with us.
Pray some more! We will employ the best practices available to us but, in the end, we are fully
dependent upon the Lord. So please join us in persistent and pervasive prayer.
We encourage you to share your thoughts and concerns with any of the committee members
as we earnestly seek discernment and guidance in this process.
The Transition Committee
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Heaven’s blessings fall like leaves and we
as a church are thankful for…
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“Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as
members of one body you
were called to peace.
And be thankful.”
Colossians 3:15 (NIV)
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Thank you to everyone who participated in this edition
of the Bethel Lines. We praise God for all that he is doing
and will continue to do here at Bethel.

