KINDNESS

K.N. 7/22/20

MAIN THEME:
God shows us kindness by sending us Jesus. We don’t deserve God’s kindness,
but he gives it to us because he loves us. He asks us to be kind to each other.
Opening Prayer / Last Week – God’s Promises… MERCY
Tonight’s Verse: Ephesians 4:32
Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
just as God through Christ has forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32
Q #1 What is kindness?

Let kids answer

1) the state or quality of being kind : kindness to animals.
2) a kind act; favor: you have been very kind to me.
3) kind behavior: I will never forget your kindness.
Q #2 Has anyone ever been kind to you? Let kids answer Did you deserve it?
I want to tell you a story about kindness!

LISTEN

FOR

GOD’S

KINDNESS!

Read attached sheet: THE KINDNESS OF GOD: NAOMI, RUTH & BOAZ
REMEMBER
Are you living out kindness every day? Are you kind to your mom & dad, your
brothers or sisters, your friends? Are you kind only when things are going well
for you? Or are you like Ruth and are kind no matter what?
Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you?
Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to
turn you from your sin?
Romans 2:4
REMIND KIDS TO: Share the story with their friends.
CLOSING PRAYER – NEXT WEEK: God’s Promises… ETERNAL LIFE John 10:28
PASS OUT: TODAY I LEARNED … Say Bible memory verse and color picture!

THE KINDNESS OF GOD: NAOMI, RUTH & BOAZ
In the time when Israel was ruled by Judges, after Gideon had defeated the
Midianites, there was a famine in the land of Judah. A man from Bethlehem
named Elimelech went to the land of Moab with his wife Naomi and their two
sons to live until the famine was over.
While they were living in Moab, after their two sons married Moabite women,
Elimelech died. Not many years later, both of Naomi’s sons died. Naomi was left
alone in a foreign land without a husband or family, but Naomi’s daughter-inlaws, named Orpah and Ruth, were good, kind girls, and they comforted and
looked after Naomi.
Soon Naomi felt homesick for Bethlehem. She heard that food was plentiful
again in Judah, so she packed up all her belongings and she and her two
daughter-in laws set off for Bethlehem. When they reached the border with
Israel, Naomi told them that they should return to their families. Orpah agreed
and left Naomi, but Ruth begged to be allowed to stay with Naomi and live with
her in Bethlehem. Naomi was happy to have Ruth stay with her just when she
needed her most.
The Townswomen of Bethlehem welcomed Naomi back, but they were sorry to
see her so poor and unhappy.
In those days women could not earn a living and Naomi had no husband or sons
to provide for her. But God had given the Israelites special laws, so that they
would help all those in need. Farmers must allow poor and hungry people to come
into their harvest fields and pick up any stray stalks of grain that the reapers
had dropped or overlooked.
When Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem they were harvesting the barley.
‘Let me go and glean barley,’ Ruth suggested. ‘If I work hard I can get enough
for us both to eat.’
Ruth set out early and chose one field where the reapers were working busily.
She kept close to them all morning, picking up every stray grain stalk she could
see.

At midday, Boaz, who owned the land, came to see how the harvest was going.
Boaz greeted the harvesters, “The Lord be with you!”
“The Lord bless you!” they answered.
‘Who is that girl gleaning over there?’ he asked, pointing to Ruth.
‘She is the foreign girl from Moab,’ one of his men told him, ‘Naomi’s daughterin-law.’
Boaz had heard about Ruth, for news travels fast in a small town. He went
across to her.
‘Keep near my reapers for the rest of the harvest,’ he said. ‘I will see that they
leave you in peace. When you are thirsty, drink from the water that my men
have drawn. Now come and have dinner.’
‘Why are you so kind to me?’ Ruth asked in surprise.
‘I have heard about your kindness and generosity to Naomi,” Boaz explained.
‘May the God whom you have learned to trust keep you safe in His care.’
Without a word to Ruth, Boaz told his reapers to drop some barley stalks on
purpose, so that Ruth would have extra to pick up and take home.
Naomi was delighted at Ruth’s success. ‘However did you get so much?’ she
asked.
I went to a field belonging to a man called Boaz,’ Ruth told her. ‘He was very
kind to me.’
‘How good God is!’ Naomi exclaimed. ‘He guided you there. Boaz is a relative
of our family. You’ll be safe with him.’
Later, Boaz married Ruth, and Naomi was blessed with a grandson.
God rewarded Ruth for her faith and for her kindness to her mother-in-law.
God has chosen to show us kindness through the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus.
None of us deserve God’s kindness because of our sin, but He shows it anyway.
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