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The Angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt” (Matthew 2:13).
 Herod’s sword had been sharpened! His men were out 
to slay the child Jesus. Then God warned Joseph and said, 
“Take the child and flee!”
 There are times when we must also flee. There are days 
and times when a Christian must go into hiding because 
his very life is threatened. Jesus sometimes hid from those 
who would imprison him. His hour had not yet come. The 
Apostles did likewise. Church history tells of the catacombs 

where early Christians took shelter while 
the storm was raging. It is not always 
wrong to flee. But then you must never 
forget to “take the Child with you.” A 
flight where you forget to take Jesus along 
“with you” is of no blessing. Many have 
tried it to no benefit.

  But remember also, if God needs 
your presence, your testimony, your 

contribution, then remain. He himself will give you courage, power, 
and wisdom. Only see to it that you never deny him.
 
Hans Edvard Wisløff (1902—1969) was a Norwegian theologian and writer. 
He was also the Bishop of the Diocese of Sør-Hålogaland from 1959 until his 
death in 1969.

Wisløff, H.E., Quiet Moments on the Way Home. Fergus Falls, MN: Faith & 
Fellowship Press, 1993.

Escape to Egypt
H.E. WISLØFF
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Glimpse

Invisible Chains
TROY TYSDAL

A cloud of dust rose in the west, as six 
hundred of Pharaoh’s fastest chariots 
approached, his full army following 
close behind. Fear filled the Israelite 
camp as memories of weeping, wailing 
and gnashing of teeth flooded back. The 
Israelites had been spared the horrific 
events of the fourteenth day of Abib, 
the Passover. On that day the Lord went 
through Egypt and struck down the first 
born in every house not marked by the 
blood of the lamb, from the home of 
Pharaoh who sat on the throne, to the 
home of the prisoner who was in the 
dungeon. Not a house in Egypt was 
without someone dead. But that was just 
a memory now. Now the full force of 
Egypt, all its rage, its pain and loss, was 
closing in, and the Israelites—the slave 
nation—were trapped between Pharaoh 
and the Sea.
 At that moment, as the hoofbeats of 
the horses thumped and the wheels of the 
chariots thundered, the voice of Moses 
cut through the noise… “The Egyptians 
you see today you will never see again.” 
And the Angel of God, who had been 
traveling in front of Israel as a pillar of 
cloud, moved and stood between Israel 
and the army of Egypt.
 Moses stretched out his hand, and all 
that night the Lord drove back the Sea 
with a strong east wind, and the twelve 
tribes of Israel went through the Sea on 
dry ground, with a wall of water on their 
right and on their left.

HOSEA 11:1-2
The Word of the Lord: “When Israel was 
a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt 
I called my son. But the more I called 
Israel, the further they went from me.”

 The Exodus is not a simple story 
of liberation. In fact, it is much more 
complex than that. Yes, the Israelites 
were set free from their slavery in Egypt, 
but they were now on their way to Mount 
Sinai to receive the Law of God. It is as if 
they were trading one master for another.

 The Law of God tells us how we are 
to be, and what we are to do, and not to 
do. It reveals the will of God, and exposes 
our inability to keep it. In fact, the rest of 
the Old Testament, from Mount Sinai on, 
is an exposé on how Israel failed in its 
relationship to God, the nations around 
it, and each other. The Law, the very 
command that was intended to bring life, 
brought death.
 Do you ever feel like that? Do you ever 
feel like you have failed God? We all 
have. We are in chains, not chains that we 
can see, but chains nonetheless. We are 
helpless to free ourselves from the grasp 
of Satan, and the curse of death. We hear 
the Word of God, but our sinful desires 
cry out against it. Our hearts are hard, and 
our enemy is quick to accuse. It seems as 
if there is no escape. We too are pinned 
between Pharaoh and the Sea—the devil 
and death.
 Yet God is faithful.
 Throughout the Old Testament, 
interwoven with Israel’s movement 
away from God, is the promise of the 
Messiah—the One who would bring 
restoration and blessing to all the people 
of the earth. As the Pharaoh could not 
strike a blow against those covered by the 
blood of the Passover lamb, so the devil’s 

accusations are hollow and void against 
those who are covered by the blood of 
Jesus—the Lamb of God.
 When Moses stretched out his hand 
over the Sea, God rolled back the waves 
revealing the path to the Promised Land. 
When Jesus stretched out his arms on the 
cross, and released his spirit, God rolled 
back death revealing the path to eternal 
life.
 The path is not always easy—the devil 
does pursue. Perhaps you hear the thunder 
of his chariot, or the hoofbeats of death?
 Fear not. One who is greater than 
Moses has come. Your chains have been 
broken. Your deliverance secured. He 
calls to you. Trust in him. Do not move 
away from him, and one day you will 
watch as your accuser is swallowed by 
the Sea.

Rev. Troy Tysdal is Director of Communications 
and Prayer for the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren and serves as editor in chief of Faith & 
Fellowship magazine.

Visit the CLB online at: www.CLBA.org
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still fondly remember the countless 
times while growing up when I would 
rush to our basement to play video 

games with my brother. Mom would give 
us an hour or two to play after our chores 
were done, and during the summer we’d 
spend hours together having a great time. 
Well… mostly great. Some days were fun 
and we’d beat entire games only to replay 
them again and again, and other days it 
would be just me playing alone in the 
basement. On those days Jack would be 
gone somewhere and I’d try by myself to 
beat whatever game we had been playing.
 And on some of those days I found that 
I couldn’t win. I couldn’t accomplish the 
goal of whatever game it was. Try and 
try as I might, I wasn’t good enough. I’d 
spend hours playing one part of a game 
over and over and every single time 
failing. Eventually Jack would come 
home and I’d ask my older brother to win 
the level for me. I would give him the spot 
where I was sitting so as to give him the 
best view of the TV. Sitting in my place, 
he would beat the challenges I couldn’t—

I almost with ease. My brother, acting on 
my behalf, would succeed where I had 
failed and his work would be credited to 
me in the video game.
 Matthew 2:13-23 sets up the reader for 
the coming King who has just been born. 
For the baby boy born in Bethlehem to 
a virgin. For a child whose life would 
be threatened by a power-hungry king 
paranoid that a mere baby, born and 
called King, would overthrow his rule. 
For a child who would be mocked for 
the place of his upbringing, ultimately 
leading to the mocking that would occur 
as he died for those he loved. Matthew 
calls this baby God’s Son.
 As Joseph and his family flee during the 
night from Herod to seek refuge in Egypt 
(having been warned to do so by God in 
a dream), Matthew shares the shocking 
revelation that not only is this God’s 
Son, but this baby boy is God’s firstborn 
Son. I doubt any of us are shocked by 
this news. Of course Jesus is the Son of 
God! And God later tells Joseph to return 
from Egypt so that Scripture should be 

fulfilled that out of Egypt God called his 
Son (Matthew 2:14-15). But what might 
surprise us is that this isn’t the first time 
God calls his son from Egypt.
 In Exodus God uses a man named 
Moses to lead his people Israel out 
from captivity and slavery in Egypt. 
But a careful reading of Exodus 4:22 
should give us pause to consider who 
the Israelites actually are. They are 
God’s firstborn son. They are claimed 
to be a child of the divine Creator by the 
Sovereign Lord himself, giving them 
a birthright in heaven and claim to a 
kingdom that shall never end. But if we 
continue reading, the story soon takes a 
sharp turn. Immediately after crossing 
the Sea in Exodus 15 and 16 the people 
grumble against Moses, and by Exodus 
32 the people of Israel have turned to 
idolatry and sin. Instead of inheriting 
and keeping the land promised to them 
by their heavenly Father, they end up 
exiled and enslaved again and again to 
other nations and to their sin. The plans 
God had for them were tainted again 

Out of Egypt I Called My Son
PAUL FRASER

Merydolla/iStock



www.ffmagazine.org 5

and again by their evil desires, as they 
regularly exchanged their birthright for 
the pleasures of this world. From out of 
Egypt God has called his son, and his son 
turned away from him back into slavery.
 So in order to again call his son out 
of slavery, God does the unthinkable—
he calls his one and only Son back into 
Egypt. He calls his firstborn back into 
the land of despair filled with 400 years’ 
worth of groaning and prolonged prayers 
for help. And then he calls for his Son 
to come out of Egypt again—and this 
time it’s different. This Son continues to 
love his Father after leaving Egypt. This 
Son, when tempted by sin and Satan, 
does not give in to them, but triumphs 
over them. This Son stands in the Jordan 
and in the Promised Land, where Israel 
stood after being brought out of Egypt 
and the wilderness, and does what ought 
to have been done. He stands in place of 
his people and rewrites their failures as 
victory through him.
 But this time God’s Son goes one step 
further. This newborn baby not only 

stands where his people fell, but will one 
day hang where they should have been 
nailed. Whereas the people lifted up a 
bronze serpent in the wilderness to have 
God heal them when they were afflicted 
because of their sins (Numbers 21), the 
Son of God lifted up himself so that not 
only Israel, but all people could look at 
him and have their sin-affliction healed. 
This Son triumphed in every instance 
where God’s people had failed, even 
going so far as triumphing over death 
and the grave for his people. And now the 
Risen King continues to stand in victory 
where his people should have stood 
righteous, but failed.
 My brother would sit where I sat and 
act on my behalf helping and succeeding 
where I failed. But one thing he couldn’t 
do is remove my failures. I still wasn’t 
good enough and my past attempts could 
attest to that.
 But the baby born in Bethlehem does 
something remarkable. Not only does he 
do what you can’t, he also takes away 
your failure and declares you righteous as 

he is. Walking, talking, thinking, acting 
righteous for you and for your eternal 
benefit—all because out of Egypt God 
called his Son to redeem his sons and 
daughters.

Paul Fraser is a third-year seminarian at 
Lutheran Brethren Seminary in Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota.

So Joseph got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
                  Matthew 2:14-15
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t’s been awkward for me to live up 
to all my identities. That’s a bit of a 
weird line, I know, so let me explain 

what I mean. Although my mom will 
quickly tell you she named me Daniel, 
I’ve found myself at a place in life where 
I get called a lot of different names.
 When I was first called to serve as 
pastor, it took quite a while until I 
was comfortable introducing myself 
as “Pastor Berge” or “Pastor Daniel.” 
Other pastors have shared that same 
experience with me. When we’re called 
to be a pastor somewhere, we don’t feel 
different, so it seems weird to suddenly 
be called something different—especially 
something as special as “pastor.”
 Now I’m serving as a young professor at 
our seminary. Sometimes I have students 
who I could’ve grown up in school with, 
and sometimes students who I would’ve 
looked up to as the “big kids” growing 

I up! It’s taken a while for “Dr. Berge” to 
feel anything close to normal.
 But surprisingly it can feel even 
weirder when I leave Seminary and serve 
as the assistant basketball coach at our 
local community college. Suddenly these 
young athletes are calling me “coach.” 
This is my first time helping out with a 
team like this, and it can feel weird to 
have the title “coach” directed at me. 
Sometimes I wonder what I’m doing 
there.
 Finally, I go home and this mob of little 
people grab onto me and call me “daddy.” 
Although I’m most comfortable with that 
name now, when I sit back and think 
about this identity, it might be the most 
important one I hear. It’s the only identity 
out of these that I can’t lose. “Dad” is 
who I am and who I will always be to my 
kids.
 Every now and then I get asked to 

speak somewhere. And as I get up in 
front of a group, with all these identities 
I’ve been given, I’m not really sure how 
to introduce myself anymore. Pastor? 
Mister? Doctor? Coach?... Dad? What 
I’m called really depends on what context 
I’m in.
 Same thing with Jesus (well, kind of). 
Jesus gets called a lot of different things.
 As I teach on the New Testament, I try 
to help people pay attention to what Jesus 
is called, and when. Matthew starts out 
his gospel calling Jesus “the Christ, the 
Son of David,” and then in that context 
he works through a list of names that 
supports this genealogical identity.
 However, as we continue through 
Matthew, we see Jesus with a new name 
in a different context. It’s mentioned in 
2:15, and made as explicit as can be at 
his baptism in 3:17. There, heaven was 
opened and “a voice from heaven said, 

With Him I Am Well Pleased
DANIEL BERGE

GordonImages/iStock
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‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 
am well pleased.’”
 Sure, Jesus is the Son of David, but so 
was a guy like Solomon. Now Matthew 
is saying something even bigger: Jesus is 
also the Son of God!
 Of course, if we’ve been paying 
attention in the Old Testament, this isn’t 
the first time someone’s been called the 
son of God. In places like Exodus 4:22 
and Hosea 11:1, God actually called an 
entire people group his singular “son.” 
But that group, Israel, was always a 
rebellious child and often rejected that 
identity.
 The way Matthew has written this 
section, it seems he’s going out of his 
way to show that the question “Who is 
really God’s son?” was left unfulfilled 
in the Old Testament. Israel had been 
called God’s son, but they never fulfilled 
the high demands of that identity. So 
Matthew is stressing for us that the true 
Son of God, the one with whom God is 
well pleased, is really this Jesus.
 In a way, as Jesus is given the identity 
Son of God, he takes Israel’s story onto 
himself. Matthew tells us Jesus was 
called out of Egypt, passed through the 
waters (at his baptism), and then was led 
into the wilderness to be tested. I hope 
that sounds to you a lot like Israel’s story. 
Some have said that Matthew is telling us 
that Jesus is Israel reduced to one—I love 

that. And importantly, at his baptism we 
hear that God is finally well pleased with 
his beloved Son.
 People have often wondered why 
Jesus was baptized. John the Baptist 
himself wasn’t sure it was the right thing 
to do! But there’s an identity exchange 
that happens through this baptism, and 
it’s important to catch this. Although 
John resisted, Jesus knew it was right 
and said it should happen to “fulfill all 
righteousness” (3:15).
 This is important because this 
fulfillment works two directions. Looking 
back, Jesus is baptized into the identity of 
Israel. But looking forward, he’s joined 
with those who will later be baptized 
into his name—people like you and me. 
Just as Jesus took on Israel’s identity, he 
also takes on our identity and now we get 
called a new name!
 This is such good news if we’re too 
often more like Israel; if we grumble, if 
we complain, if we’re self-centered, if 
we’re self-righteous, if we fail to trust in 
God completely above all else, if we fail 
to live up to the identity of a true child of 
God. For all these things and more, we 
need a better identity. So we are linked 
to Jesus through baptism. As Paul says, 
Jesus’ death is now our death, and his life 
is now our life (Romans 6:4). We now 
have Christ’s identity.
 The awkwardness of all my mixed 

identities can be settled if I focus on this 
ultimate life-giving identity. Out of all 
the identities any of us might be given 
in the world, this is the most important 
identity we can ever receive. How great 
it is that we can now look to God and call 
him “Dad,” and he can look at us and say, 
“This is my son, whom I love; with him I 
am well pleased!”

Dr. Daniel Berge Ph.D. serves the Church of 
the Lutheran Brethren as professor of New 
Testament at Lutheran Brethren Seminary.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John 
tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.”
         Matthew 3:13-15
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here are two contrasting video 
collections that I’ve found 
engaging. The first is titled People 

Are Awesome. These are video clips of 
people accomplishing fantastic feats 
of skill and athleticism. Some of my 
personal favorites involve individuals 
performing seemingly impossible tricks 
on BMX bikes—double and triple back 
flips with all kinds of contortions—before 
landing and riding off safely.
  I really enjoy these videos! But they 
also create a problem for me. I walk away 
and think, “I could do that!” Suddenly 
I’m trying to figure out how to tell my 
wife that I need to buy a BMX bike.
 A contrasting video series is one simply 

T titled Fails. As the name suggests, in these 
you will view people failing miserably, 
as they attempt the same feats of skill 
and athleticism that were completed so 
successfully in the previous video series. 
These “fails” prove to be very valuable 
for me. This collection clearly shows 
that an inexperienced, middle-aged man 
(Me!) has no place launching himself off 
the top of a flight of stairs on a BMX bike 
while attempting a 360-degree rotation—
because it will end badly! The Fails 
videos remind me of who I am and what 
is at stake, thus sparing me serious injury 
and embarrassment.
 As we approach Advent season, and 
consider what God has done in sending 

Jesus, we see that in his mercy and grace, 
God has done something similar for us in 
Scripture.
 As Jesus moved from what had 
been a life of relative obscurity into 
his time of public ministry, there is an 
event that stands out as an incredible 
accomplishment. In Matthew 4, we see 
that Jesus was “led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness” for the specific purpose 
of being tempted. This was not just a 
chance encounter between Jesus and the 
devil. Rather, this was an appointment 
into which the Spirit led Jesus, and from 
which would unfold a contrasting picture 
of One’s success directly related to 
another’s failure.

The One Who Didn’t Fail
PAUL TJELTA

jeffbergen/iStock



 When we study Jesus’ temptation, we 
often focus on lessons about responding 
to temptation. We see that Jesus did not 
sin as he was tempted in areas that 1 John 
2:16 describes as “the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” 
 As his flesh was hungry, Jesus would 
not circumvent God’s intent for him by 
creating his own bread. Satan repeatedly 
tempted Jesus to defend himself in sinful 
pride by the implied question, “If you 
are the Son of God...,” even suggesting 
he throw himself off the pinnacle of 
the temple to prove his deity. But Jesus 
refused to doubt what God the Father 
had proclaimed at his baptism: “This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased.” When the devil showed him 
the kingdoms of the world, Jesus knew 
that God had already promised through 
the prophets that the Messiah would one 
day rule all the nations. In each test, Jesus 
succeeded remarkably!
 So we study the temptation of Jesus and 
we see that he used God’s Word to refute 
Satan. And we are challenged as we hear 
the Apostle Paul say, “God is faithful; he 
will not let you be tempted beyond what 
you can bear. But when you are tempted, 
he will also provide a way out so that you 
can endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). And 
we rightly consider that the “way out” 
is to respond in belief to God’s Word 
concerning any temptation. 
 However, when we look at this event 
in conjunction with the rest of Scripture, 
we find another, even bigger lesson. 
Jesus’ temptation demonstrates that he 
was “tempted in every way, just as we 

are—yet he did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 
And he stands in contrast to another who 
failed in temptation.
 In each temptation, Jesus responded 
to the devil by quoting from a portion of 
Scripture in which Moses had reminded 
Israel of their failure to keep God’s 
commands. And the parallels to Jesus 
stack up quickly. Both Israel and Jesus 
were identified as “God’s son,” both were 
led by God into the wilderness (Israel for 
forty years, Jesus for forty days), and both 
were tempted in the wilderness, yet the 
outcome of those temptations is a study in 
contrasts. Israel was hungry, their identity 
as God’s son was questioned, their eyes 
were tempted by what they saw, and 
they sinned… repeatedly… doubting 
God’s promise of provision, doubting 
God’s Word concerning them, and even 
worshiping a golden calf. 
 They failed!
 The danger for us as we study Jesus’ 
temptation is that we begin to think, “I can 
do that!” But the Apostle Paul reminds us 
that “Scripture has locked up everything 
under the control of sin” (Galatians 3:22), 
and Israel’s experience in the wilderness 
demonstrates this. When I see Israel fail, 
I see myself! I see what happens when 
I start to think that I can keep God’s 
law by my own ability and in my own 
righteousness. I fail painfully and with 
disastrous eternal consequences! In 
contrast, God presents us with Jesus and 
shows us the sinlessness of Christ, so that 
we will recognize that Christ has done 
what we cannot do. 
 When I see Jesus succeed, I see the One 

of whom I read that I may “be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God on the 
basis of faith” (Philippians 3:9). Through 
faith in Christ, his righteousness, his 
sinlessness, is credited to you and me.
 Unfortunately, despite what the title of 
those first videos may suggest, people are 
not awesome. Instead, we are a collective 
sinful “fail.” But at Advent we celebrate 
the coming of the awesome One, Jesus, 
whose success becomes ours by faith in 
him. 

Rev. Paul Tjelta is Pastor at Bethesda Lutheran 
Brethren Church in Westby, Wisconsin.
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Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.’”
       Matthew 4:10



Everyone is Seeking Fulfillment
ROY HEGGLAND

veryone is seeking fulfillment. 
We may call it by different names 
and not recognize it for what it is, 

but we all seek to be fulfilled.
 What does it mean to be fulfilled? Here 
is how one dictionary defines fulfillment: 
to bring to completion or reality, to 
achieve or realize; to gain happiness or 
satisfaction; to complete, to satisfy or 
meet a requirement or condition.
 People will try anything to be fulfilled: 
money, sex, power, drugs, respect, 
adulation, position, houses, cars, boats, 
vacations… You name it, and someone 
is seeking fulfillment through it. Our 
problem is that none of these things do 
what we think they promise.
 There is one person in history who 
never sought to be fulfilled. Everyone 
else has, to one degree or another, sought 
fulfillment. But not this person. One 
of the biggest differences between this 
person and us is that, while we feel the 
need to do something to be fulfilled, he 
was the very expression of fulfillment. 
While we feel the need to do something 
to be fulfilled, he lived to fulfill. His name 
is Jesus.
 Paul writes this about Jesus, “For by 
him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers 

E By sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1-4).
 Did you catch it? The righteous 
requirement of the law is fulfilled in us 
who walk according to the Spirit. God’s 
plan of redemption is so upside down 
that those who are in such desperate 
need of fulfillment by Christ, are counted 
as fulfilling the law through Christ! 
We, who by ourselves cannot breathe 
without violating the whole law, have 
been made law-fulfillers! God has done 
the impossible in us and for us. I pray 
we are so excited by this glorious truth 
that we run from anything that promises 
fulfillment but only delivers emptiness.
 Will you join with other members and 
friends of the CLB in praying and giving 
so that many more will experience life in 
the One who fulfills?

Roy Heggland is Associate for Biblical 
Stewardship for the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren.

or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him” (Colossians 
1:16, ESV). Jesus brought to fulfillment 
all things that were created. He completed 
the task of creation, not just the creation 
we can see, but the spiritual realms too.
 Then in Ephesians 1:7-10, Paul writes, 
“In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 
which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth.” Jesus Christ is the fulfillment 
of God’s plan to make all things new, to 
bring unity and completeness to all of 
creation!
 Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of all 
things good. We were created to enjoy 
fulfillment in and through him. We can 
never be fulfilled without him.
 But there is one more fulfillment 
Scripture mentions that seems impossible, 
even crazy: “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has 
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of 
sin and death. For God has done what the 
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. 
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F amilies uproot their lives, 
seminary students begin classes 
in small-town Fergus Falls, 

Minnesota, their kids start new schools, 
and in the midst of the chaos, seminary 
women invest in a weekend get-away 
to bond together, along with seminary 
faculty wives. Women’s Ministries 
(WMCLB) has funded this SWEET 
Retreat (Seminary Women Encouraging 
Equipping & Training) every fall for 
almost two decades.
 Yet this year was different! A Pastors’ 
Wives Retreat in the Central Region has 
also occurred on alternate years during 
this same weekend, for several years. 
Often there has been some interaction 
during meals, and introductions made. But 
this year, the two retreats collaborated, 
deciding to share their speaker sessions.
 Kathryn Wile, with her husband Pastor 
John Wile, has provided pastoral care 
to our missionaries for many years, so 
she was an excellent choice to speak 
to women who are actively in ministry, 
and to those preparing for ministry. Her 
teaching sessions were well-appreciated, 
with attendees stating: “I loved getting 
to sit under such good teaching.” “I 
learned how to study the Bible in a better 
way. It was extremely profitable.” “As 
a first time pastor’s wife, I was needing 
fellowship with other women that ‘get 
it.’ I’m so thankful for the time spent 
with these women who have so much 
wisdom to share—and to realize that we 
are all just God’s children in need of a 
Redeemer. I especially appreciated the 
time spent in God’s Word. I feel that I 
left there equipped to lead women in my 
church into deeper study and prayer in 
new and refreshing ways.”
 Another collaborative session was a 
question and answer time between the 
pastors’ wives and seminary wives. One 
commented: “I especially loved being 
with the pastors’ wives for the question 
and answer session. They had so much 

 One pastor’s wife summed it up: “When 
I think of my favorite part of the retreat, 
it is building relationships with our larger 
Church family. It’s like a holiday get-
together with a chosen family. I love the 
memories made and conversations held.”
 Thank you for your continued support!

Cheryl Olsen is the Faith & Fellowship 
correspondent for Women’s Ministries of the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

Visit: www.WMCLB.org

to share with us (seminary women) and 
I wish that could happen every year.” As 
another put it, “It took only one question 
to get the conversation ball rolling, with 
years of authentic ministry experience 
being shared.”
 Walks in the woods, “drinking in” 
God’s creation, pontoon rides, naps, good 
food, games, crafts, and a few gifts also 
contributed to the beneficial ambiance of 
these retreats. Faculty wives mingled with 
new and returning seminary wives, some 
whose husbands take classes online, and 
others who are on-site students. Pastors’ 
wives forged friendships, some brand-
new to the Region, and others who have 
served faithfully for many years.
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have always been intrigued by the 
passage in Mark 12:41-44 where 
Jesus was in the temple watching 

people as they gave their offerings. When 
Jesus observed a poor widow giving 
two small coins worth only a few cents, 
he made a point to tell his disciples that 
she had put more into the offering than 
anyone else had.
 He didn’t say this because of how 
much she gave, but because she trusted 
God to provide for her needs. She gave 
sacrificially to partner in the ministry. 
Jesus isn’t impressed by how much we 
give; he is more concerned about our 
heart and the attitude in which we give.
 I had a chance to witness this firsthand 
a few months ago when I interviewed 
a young married couple in their mid-
twenties who are both full-time college 
students. I thought it would be interesting 

I to get their youthful perspective on the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren (CLB). 
After hearing their thoughts, I shared with 
them about our CLB goals and how God 
is using the CLB to further his kingdom.
 I left it at that and I did not ask them 
to give to the CLB because, well, they 
were poor college students. Much to 
my surprise, about a month later they 
decided to financially partner with us by 
giving $1,000. They wanted to make a 
difference in our world by being part of a 
disciple-making movement.
 As most of you are aware, donations 
given to the CLB come from either 
churches or individuals. As we seek to 
expand our giving support to meet the 
goals to which we believe God has called 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren, 
we realize that we are relying more and 
more on individuals who feel called by 

the Holy Spirit to financially partner with 
us. Whether the amount is small or large 
we thank the Lord for the gifts we have 
received from individuals.
 To better communicate with individual 
donors contributing to our budget, about 
three years ago we started the Cornerstone 
Network. This is a small group of 
individual donors, each contributing 
$1,000 or more to our fiscal year budget. 
Identifying and isolating these financial 
supporters has allowed us to engage 
them with greater communication at a 
fraction of the cost to communicate with 
our entire database. This group is called 
the Cornerstone Network, not because 
they are the Cornerstone—Jesus is the 
Cornerstone of our faith, our salvation, 
and our mission—they are the Network. 
They are people the Lord has brought 
together and blessed with a passion for 

Cornerstone Network
STEVE TONNESON

Hakase_/iStock



this ministry, creating a foundation of 
financial support.

 Since its founding, the Cornerstone 
Network (CSN) has continued to 
grow. A household becomes a member 
of the Cornerstone Network as our 
Finance Department is made aware of 
contributions totaling more than $1,000 
per fiscal year (FY). As people have 
learned of the Cornerstone Network, they 
have made the decision to increase their 
giving... and their sacrificial giving is 
making a difference. 

 Of the donations we received from 
churches and individuals:

•  In our FY 16-17 we had 171 CSN 
Members contributing 29% of our 
total contributions.

•  In our FY 18-19 we had 271 CSN 
Members contributing 43% of our 
total contributions.

This is significant support, and without 
this financial partnership we couldn’t 
fulfill the mission the Lord has called us 
to.
 Some people have the misconception 
that the CSN is only made up of wealthy 
people. From what I see, it is made up 
of a variety of individuals from various 
income levels and backgrounds who 
have chosen to give over and above what 
they give to their local church, because 
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am reminded of the personal testimony 
of Isaiah Dewan. Isaiah was a drug 
addict and dealer in New York City. On 
a number of occasions he tried to commit 
suicide, but God used the preaching of 
the gospel and the friendship of people 
in Epiphany, our CLB church plant in 
Manhattan, to help Isaiah realize that 
he needed a personal relationship with 
Jesus. As a result, Isaiah received Christ 
as his savior and his life has changed.
 Our hope and prayer is that God will 
use your gifts to lead many people to faith 
in Christ, both in North America and in 
unreached people groups around the 
world. If you would like to know more 
about how you can financially partner 
with the CLB, please feel free to contact 
me. I look forward to speaking with you.

Steve Tonneson is Associate for Ministry 
Advancement for the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren.

Email: stonneson@CLBA.org
Phone: 218-739-3336

they are excited about what God is doing 
through our denomination. They have 
sensed the Holy Spirit prompting them 
to partner with us in this disciple-making 
movement and have purposely decided 
to make giving to the CLB a personal 
priority.
 A person can be a member of the CSN 
by giving as little as $84 every month for 
12 months. Most individuals give to the 
CLB general Shared Ministries where 
their donation is used where it is needed 
most, but some people enjoy supporting 
specific ministry projects. For example, 
last year we had a couple “adopt” a 
Seminary professor and pay his salary for 
the year. Others have chosen to “adopt” 
an unreached people group through 
Lutheran Brethren International Mission, 
or some have supported a specific North 
American Mission church plant.
 We understand that not everyone is able 
to give large sums to the CLB, but we are 
praying that God will continue to raise 
up individuals who would be willing to 
financially partner with us on a regular 
basis, regardless of the amount they can 
give. So, whether a person decides to 
give annually, quarterly, monthly, by 
check, or with a recurring automatic gift 
through our CLB App or website, we are 
extremely grateful.
 This brings me back to why are we 
encouraging people to financially partner 
with us. It is not about the size of the gift. 
It is about lost souls coming to Christ! I 

Another way you can give to the CLB 
is with a legacy gift through your will, 
living trust, irrevocable trust, or gift 
annuity, or by naming the CLB as the 
beneficiary on your life insurance or 
retirement accounts. The CLB has 
been able to move forward with several 

projects because of the generosity of 
people who blessed us with legacy gifts. 
If you would like to explore options 
for giving through your estate plan or 
want to know more about how to give 
a legacy gift to the CLB, please contact 
Roy Heggland.

Roy Heggland
Associate for Biblical Stewardship
Email: rheggland@CLBA.org
Phone: 218-739-3336

N E T W O R K
CORNERSTONE

Church of  the Lutheran Brethren
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have a deep personal connection to the 
family of congregations that we call 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren. 

You might think the reason I feel this 
way is because I’ve been a pastor in the 
CLB for many years. That is true, but that 
really isn’t the source of my commitment.
 My passion is driven by the hope that 
people can encounter God’s grace and 
truth as I did a number of years ago. It 
was in one of these churches in 1981 that 
I heard the full force of God’s law and the 
all-conquering gospel. It was through this 
framework that I met the all-consuming 

I Jesus for the first time even though I had 
heard about him my entire life. I knew 
many of the stories about the man called 
the Son of God. I believed he loved me, 
but it didn’t really impact me. But the 
Everything Jesus I now know changed 
my life and set me free!
 I began to understand how often I 
wasn’t living in the freedom God had for 
me. I didn’t understand how prone I was 
to wander from one prison into another. 
Although I’ve never been physically 
imprisoned a single day in my life, that 
doesn’t mean I haven’t been emotionally 

and spiritually imprisoned. I believe that 
not living free is an ever-present battle as 
a result of the broken state of our world 
and my very being.
 When, in the Garden of Eden, we 
decided that we would like to run our 
lives instead of entrusting that to God, 
we lost our peace. We claimed to be able 
to handle what God alone can. Humanity 
claimed that we can do this “life thing” 
better without God. In fact, we have 
claimed in a million different ways that 
we are free and independent. In our 
humanistic passion for freedom from the 

The Story of One
North American Mission Disciple 

NICK MUNDIS

Rev. Mundis speaking at the 2019-20 opening service for Lutheran Brethren Seminary.
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God of Truth, we abandoned the only 
source of actual freedom.
 God declares to me clearly in his Word 
all I need to live free:

•  He is my Creator, Sustainer and 
Redeemer.

•  He tells me that I have immense 
value simply because he declares me 
valuable.

•  He tells me what is true and what 
isn’t.

•  He reveals to me the things that are 
good and beautiful.

•  He is my source of peace for today 
and hope for tomorrow.

 These are just a few of God’s glorious 
truths, but I think you have enough to go 
on. 
 Then there is life without God, where 
we need to create our own freedom:

•  My existence and being are simply 
by chance.

•  I need to earn my value by proving 
I am better and more worthy than 
others.

•  Truth is all relative; therefore I will 
always choose the path that is “best” 
for me.

•  “Good” is defined as what gives me 
pleasure in the moment.

•  Peace and hope are illusions. 
•  I must live for the moment and make 

a name for myself!

 For me, these two perspectives boil 
down to living a God-defined life or a 
“Nick-defined” life. I have found that 
I have a very tough time defining life 
rightly. When I attempt to do God’s 
job, I fall far short every time. I end up 
imprisoned in pride or fear. Or I care 
too much what others think, or maybe I 
don’t care enough. I will end up feeling 

like I don’t measure up, or I will notice so 
many of the imperfections in others. 
 At this stage in my life, it is very 
apparent to me that it is only in claiming 
my unearned position as a Child of God 
that I find myself actually living free. 
Jesus said, “Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free… So 
if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed” (John 8:32,36).
 Even in our tendency to rebel against 
God’s rule, he is relentless in his pursuit 
to bring us his freedom. God’s love for 
us is tenacious and he wants our churches 
to enjoy it and our lives to show it. Jesus 
came to “set the captives free.” That 
glorious declaration is for us!
 My personal story is a simple picture 
of the North American mission for 
us individually, congregationally and 
denominationally. We are united in our 
calling to make disciples that are enjoying 
God’s freedom and using all that we are 
to bring others into the family of God.
 Ryan Nilsen and I will be working 
toward increasing congregational vitality 
and planting new churches. We have 
been called to serve, lead, coordinate and 
facilitate the CLB congregations in North 
America in our continued movement 
toward being disciple makers where God 
has placed us.
 This means that we will encourage our 
congregations to become more intentional 
in their call to make disciples. In the 
Great Commission, Jesus has invited and 
commanded us to be about his business. 
This is why he came, and our God wants 
us to follow Jesus down this path. North 
America is filled with people imprisoned 
like I was in 1981.
 Our culture today is often described as 
post-Christian. This is not a time for us 
to be fearful. It is a time to be reminded 
that we are people of faith and that our 
faith is in the God who knocks down 

walls, brings life out of death and sets the 
captives free. He has done this in me. Has 
he done it in you? If he has, the calling is 
clear that he is on the move and he wants 
us involved in making disciples.
 North American Mission is the Church 
of the Lutheran Brethren in Canada and 
the United States simply being who God 
made us to be. It is living out our unique 
gifts where God has placed us. It is also 
going to the new places where Jesus has 
gone ahead and now calls to us, “Follow 
me!”
 In a nutshell, North American Mission 
has been restructured to focus our 
talents, stories, passions, resources and 
congregations to be a Disciple-Making 
Movement. God has made you to be a 
part of this. God has prepared us to be his 
people for this time and this place. Isn’t 
that exciting?
 Jesus is asking for nothing less than all 
of you. But here is the thing… When we 
respond with our lives, we will discover 
we have finally found the life we have 
always been looking for!
 We are the Church of the Lutheran 
Brethren and we are called uniquely 
to unite in making disciples in North 
America.

Rev. Nick Mundis is Director of North American 
Mission for the Church of the Lutheran Brethren.

www.CLBA.org
North American Mission

Jesus said, “Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son 
belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  
          John 8:35-36
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n the afternoon of December 26, 
1922 I attended the Christmas 
program rendered by the 

students of the boys’ school. I had a 
strange feeling of uneasiness and could 
not remain until the close of the program. 
I returned to the house with one of my 
teachers for a season of prayer.” 
 So wrote widowed missionary Juline 
Kilen, describing the eve of her 23-day 
ordeal as a captive of bandits in China. 
Mrs. Kilen was unaware at the time that 
the bandits had already infiltrated the 
walled city of Tsaoyang and some were 
sitting as strangers in the audience with 
her that day. They had bribed children 
and beggars to smuggle their weapons 
and ammunition into the city.
 Missionary Bernard Hoff and his wife 
of four months, Hannah Broen Hoff, 
were awakened by the sound of gunshots 
during the night of December 27. By 
then, thousands of bandits were inside the 
city. As the Hoffs and Mrs. Kilen climbed 
a ladder to escape over the back wall of 

their compound, shots were fired at them. 
Hoff was hit several times, his wife once. 
The bandits were looking for hostages 
to hold for ransom, and had decided to 
take the young Mrs. Hoff. But Mrs. Kilen 
intervened—asking to be taken in her 
place—in order that Hannah might attend 
to her husband’s mortal wounds.
 “About 4:30 a.m. I was taken down the 
main street. Bullets were whizzing by 
my head and body. Many dead were seen 
along the streets. I was taken into several 
places but stayed in each place only while 
they looted.
 “I was kept in this house in the suburb 
one day and one night together with 
a number of other captives. With the 
exception of two nights, not a blanket or 
comforter was offered me during the time 
I was in captivity.
 “A horse was provided for me and we 
started travelling in a northerly direction. 
Men came from every direction and 
joined us until the band appeared to have 
grown to 15 or 20 thousand, including 

the captives… The following cities lay 
in the path of this roving horde: Ku chi, 
Yangtsai, Pao an, Kiah-sien, Lushan 
and Juchow, besides countless small, 
defenseless villages. 
 “A very severe battle took place at 
Juchow on January 10. During this battle 
I was lying in a little ditch with the bullets 
singing... all around me.
 “During the two days and one night 
after the second battle was fought, every 
village and house on our way was burned. 
It appeared as though the bandits were 
getting frantic. A large body of men was 
assigned for this task and did nothing 
but set fires. People were shot down by 
the hundreds. The cursing, crying and 
weeping; and the burning and crashing 
of the buildings—was it a resemblance of 
hell?
 “One night while lying under a table, 
shivering with the cold, Psalm 91:4 
became a living reality. I prayed to 
God to keep me warm and within a few 
moments I was conscious of his presence 
and a warmth surged through my body. 
Soon I was fast asleep.
 “As time went on the soldiers seemed to 
be closing in on us. The bandits became 
more nervous and desperate and there was 
a mad chase up and down the mountains. 
At times [hostages] would fall off their 
horses or those who were walking would 
be pushed down and trampled to death.
 “[The bandits] were becoming more 
confused and uneasy and they seemed 
to think that I was the cause of all their 
trouble. Because of a foreign captive in 
their ranks, the soldiers naturally would 
have to attack them.” 
 The bandits’ leader, Lao Yang ren, gave 
orders to have Mrs. Kilen executed. Seven 
officers were assigned the task. They took 
her outside the village, and with hundreds 
watching, Mrs. Kilen asked if she could 
write a letter to her daughter before she 
died. The officers hesitated, and without 
explanation, called off her execution—
promising to shoot her if the soldiers 
threatened them again.
 The very next day they encountered 
a large force of soldiers. “After this 
battle where thousands had been killed, 
including Lao Yang ren himself, great 
confusion seized the ranks. We journeyed 
all night to get away, and the next day, 
about noon, I was again taken out to be 
executed. They finally decided it would 

O

Captured by Bandits
Excerpted by Brent Juliot:   JULINE R. KILEN 

onlyyouqj/iStock

that such a step would be in harmony 
with the Word of God. 
 On Tuesday, December 18 a decision 
of major significance was made. The 
Milwaukee meeting recommended to 
the newly formed denomination that 
China be the foreign mission field of the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren and that 
it undertake mission work to the country 
as soon as possible.

A large “Welcome” sign greeted delegates 
and visitors as they assembled in the 
basement of a church in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin on Thursday, December 
13, 1900. The primary topic of this 
conference was a vital issue for those 
in attendance: should the congregations 
present organize a church body called the 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren?
 It was quickly and unanimously agreed 

A History of Mission



be safer if they could report to the soldiers that I was 
no longer with them. When the bandit was about 
to fulfill his order, I asked permission to dismount 
from my horse and kneel in prayer. After a moment’s 
hesitation his gun sank to the ground after which he 
said, ‘I cannot kill you. You are too good and honest.’ 
Seeing he really meant this, I got off my horse, sat 
down and talked to the two men about sin and the love 
of Christ. The message seemed to touch their hearts 
and tears trickled down their cheeks and they said, 
‘Ah, this is a hard life.’”
 After this time, Mrs. Kilen was threatened again 
with execution, even by burning. “However the threat 
to burn me was not fulfilled. When I had reached the 
limit of my endurance and could continue no longer, 
God intervened. That very night men arrived…to 
negotiate for my release.”
 After the tragic events of December 1923 and 
January 1924, missionary M.J. Werdal wrote: “Our 
faith has been tested. With the great task before us 
and the depletion of our foreign staff by the tragic 
experiences of these last months, we feel that we can 
accomplish very little with so few workers. But we 
must continue by the grace and help of God.” And 
they did.
 The CLB mission to China was difficult work 
from the beginning in 1902. In the first 20 years, 
about 500 Chinese people came to faith in Christ 
and were baptized. The next 20 years saw 500 more. 
On numerous occasions the CLB missionaries were 
forced to evacuate due to civil unrest, but each time 
they returned to their work. Three adult missionaries 
and at least four of the children died in China. Many 
experienced severe sickness and various injuries. 
 From the very beginning of the work, Juline’s 
husband, Reinholt Kilen, worked toward self-support 
for the Chinese Church, “because first we want them 
to understand this work is for their own good and as 
Christians they must be taught and helped to give, and 
give with joy and thanksgiving. Secondly, the day will 
come when the Chinese Christian Church will more 
or less be left without our help and support. Then they 
will need to have the faith and courage to carry on the 
work begun by the mother Church and missionaries.” 
 Kilen, who died of malaria in 1913, was quite 
right. In 1948 the CLB missionaries were forced to 
leave China for good. Nearly 50 years after the CLB 
Chinese mission work ended, four men returned to the 
region for a visit. They were blessed to discover that 
the indigenous Church had not only survived, but had 
increased approximately 70 times!.

Juline R. Kilen served as a missionary in China for the Church 
of the Lutheran Brethren from 1902 until 1940.

All quotations are taken from the book Forty Years in China by 
Juline R. Kilen (Broderbaandet Publishing Co., the forerunner 
of Faith & Fellowship Press).
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s I enjoyed a hike with Ethan and Sandy 
Christofferson in the highlands of 
western Taiwan, I was in awe of the local 

grass that towered over my head. That’s right… 
grass! Bamboo is the most common grass on the 
planet, boasting over 1,400 different species! It 
is the fastest growing plant on our planet. In fact, 
some species are known to grow up to three feet 
in one day! You could literally watch it grow. 
Other amazing facts about bamboo abound: It is 
incredibly resilient, growing on every continent 
and in all kinds of climates and soils. Its tensile 
strength is 28,000 psi—greater than steel! It 
never experiences infection as it contains a bio-
agent called Bamboo Kun that prevents bacterial 
infection. It has amazing regeneration skills and 
will re-sprout quickly and aggressively when cut 
down.
 As I stood in awe of the huge bamboo 
stems surrounding me, my thoughts went to 
the previous day, when I had the privilege of 
gathering together with some leaders of the 
CLBC (Chinese Lutheran Brethren Church) 
of Taiwan, along with the Kittelsons and 
Christoffersons (LBIM missionaries to Taiwan). 
We spent the day together celebrating the Church 
of the Lutheran Brethren around the world and 
discussing the calling of God on his Church to 
boldly step out in faith, in order that he might 
work in and through us to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ among the nations.
 As a Church body existing in the world of 
the 21st century, we may be discouraged about 
the state of the world, the lack of growth in our 
churches, the threat of cultures and governments, 
the risks and dangers of mission, the sin that 
infects… and we may be tempted to shrink back 
or succumb to fear and discouragement.
 As I have reflected on the character of the 
bamboo plant, and the story of the LB mission 
in Taiwan, it has served to point me to the 
promises of God’s Word, and that brings me 
incredible hope. Like bamboo, with its diversity 
of species and character, the Church in the world 
is wonderfully diverse. That is God’s intention 
and end goal, that his Church will be made up 
of an uncountable throng of people from every 
tribe, nation and tongue (Revelation 7:9).
 Like bamboo, growing in diverse conditions 

with its resilience in climatic and soil profiles, the Lord will make righteousness 
and praise spring up before all nations (Isaiah 61:11). The Lord has used 
our missionaries in Taiwan to share the gospel, and God has created faith in 
countless people as a result. In the seventeen LB churches in Taiwan, 211 
adults and 32 children were baptized in 2018 alone!
 Like bamboo’s incredible tensile strength, the Church will have renewed 
strength, as we put our hope in Christ. We will soar; we will run and not 
grow weary; we will walk and not faint (Isaiah 40:31). Our Church in Taiwan 
is stepping out in faith, seeking to send their own long-term cross-cultural 
missionaries.
 Like bamboo’s incredible ability to regenerate after being cut down, we—
the body of Christ— are more than conquerors through him who loved us 
first, no matter what comes (Romans 8:37). Our missionaries in Taiwan (the 
Christoffersons, Kittlesons and Hosches) are coming alongside the Church and 
partnering with them in making inroads with the gospel to their communities 
and beyond, no matter the hurdles.
 That’s right. The gates of hell will not prevail against the Church. Let’s go! 
Let’s grow!

Dan Venberg serves the Church of the Lutheran Brethren as Mission Mobilizer and Recruiter 
for Lutheran Brethren International Mission.

A

Taiwan: Bamboo and the Church
DAN VENBERG

Dan Venberg visiting Taiwan.
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Louie Ordained as 
Elder at 59th Street

(L to R): Elder Stanley Ramsdal, Rev. Andy Olsen, Elder Dennis Louie, Rev. 
Tony Karlik, and Rev. Novy Yiu.

On September 15, 2019, Dennis Louie was ordained 
as an elder at 59th Street Lutheran Brethren Church 
in Brooklyn, NY. Rev. Tony Karlik officiated.

Missionaries Commissioned

Matt and Christina were commissioned as missionaries to Chad with 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren on October 27, 2019 at Good 
Shepherd Church in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. They and their five 
children are scheduled to fly to France in December. They will arrive 
in time to start a year of French language learning at a missionary 
language school in the town of Albertville.
 This is a busy time for the family. They have listed and sold their 
home. They have completed “Compass,” a month-long training 
course for missionaries focused on language acquisition and cultural 
adaptation, and they have completed training on solar system design 
and maintenance. They now are in the process of packing up supplies 
that they will need in Chad over the next four years. The family has 
applied for long-stay visas for France and are anxiously waiting to 
receive a favorable response from the French Consulate. 
 Thank you for praying for Matt and Christina as they spend the 
next two months packing, saying goodbyes, closing on their home, 
and arranging all the last minute details involved in moving a large 
family overseas. Thank you for your support of Lutheran Brethren 
International Mission.

(L to R) Back Row: Matt, Christina, Evangeline, Mcclellan. Front Row: Bastion, Noam, and Verity.

Elders Ordained

(Seated L to R): Elders Ryan Morris, Chris Vall, and Wes Vlcek.

On June 30, 2019, Ryan Morris, Chris Vall, and Wes 
Vlcek were ordained as elders at Bethesda Lutheran 
Brethren Church in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. LBS 
President Dr. David Veum officiated.



www.clba.org  |  www.ffmagazine.org

by: Brent Juliot

F
F

Fo
r c

ha
ng

e 
of

 a
dd

re
ss

:
Fa

ith
 &

 F
el

lo
w

sh
ip

P.
O

. B
ox

 6
55

Fe
rg

us
 F

al
ls

, M
N

 5
65

38
-0

65
5

Pe
rio

di
ca

ls
 P

os
ta

ge
 P

ai
d 

at
Fe

rg
us

 F
al

ls
, M

in
ne

so
ta

 5
65

38

Between God’s Two Words

You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not 
begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father.” 
      Luke 3:7-8

his is the warm greeting of John the Baptist to the 
crowds coming to hear him preach and seeking his 
baptism. He compares them to a collection of young 

venomous snakes. Repulsive, dangerous, full of poison. 
Slithering away from a brushfire. It’s a wonder these people 
didn’t turn right around and head back to Jerusalem!
 Now, we tend to think John must have been insulting the 
hypocritical Pharisees in the crowd, and he didn’t intend to call 
the sincere people vipers. But Luke makes no such distinction. 
This greeting was for the whole crowd.
 And instead of turning away, they come closer, wanting to 
know what they should do. What will the fruit of repentance 
look like in their own lives? So John provides them with specific 
illustrations of what repentance looks like. John’s mission is 
to preach “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” 
(3:3), and Luke reports that “with many other words John 
exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them” 
(3:18).
 Those last two phrases remind us of God’s two words, 
spoken to all of us through the Scriptures: Law and Gospel. 
Exhortation of what we should do, and Good News of what 
has been done.
 When John called the people a brood of vipers, he wasn’t 
insulting them for his own enjoyment. He wasn’t trying to 
make them feel bad or angry. He was stating truth. Their moral 
state was not a pretty sight. It was repulsive. Hearing this, they 
could agree that they had indeed failed to keep God’s Law, 
or they could deny it. But if they denied it—if they insisted 
they could do all that God required in the Law—they would 
not hear, or at least not comprehend, God’s wonderful second 
word. The second word is Gospel—literally Good News. It’s 
the proclamation that God has done, through Christ, what the 
people could not do.
 Are we today a brood of vipers? Fallen sinners, descendants 
of Adam and Eve, who break God’s Law, sinning against 
him, sinning against other people (including our loved ones), 
and even sinning against ourselves. With no hope of fixing 
ourselves.
 To acknowledge this is the beginning of repentance, and 
repentance is what must necessarily happen between God’s 
first word of the Law, and his last word of the Gospel.

Rev. Brent Juliot is Pastor of Living Hope Church in Menomonie, 
Wisconsin.
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