God’s Promises…

COURAGE

K.N. 7/8/20

MAIN THEME:
COURAGE is a strength that comes from God. Courage allows us
to live our faith with others even when we feel alone or afraid.
Opening Prayer / Last Week - God’s Promises… JOY Psalm 9:2
Tonight’s Verse: Joshua 1:9
Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged.
For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9
Q #1 What is courage?

Let children answer

Boldness, Confidence

Courage is boldness and confidence that comes from faith in God. Courage
allows us to share our faith with others even when we feel alone or afraid.
Q #2 Why is it important to be courageous in our faith?

Let children answer

We may only have one chance to tell someone about our faith in God
Here is a story about a woman who had courage in the face of death!
QUEEN ESTHER’S COURAGE

Esther 2-8

REMEMBER
Like Esther, God calls each one of us to have courage in living our lives as a
follower of Christ. No matter what the circumstances, we should be ready and
willing to share our faith with others. God promises to do the talking if we are
ready to step out in faith and trust in his goodness. Be strong and courageous,
do not be afraid!
And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words so I can boldly explain
God’s mysterious plan that the Good News is for Jews and Gentiles alike. Eph. 6:19
REMIND KIDS TO: Share the story with their friends.
CLOSING PRAYER – NEXT WEEK: God’s Promises… MERCY Psalm 145:8
PASS OUT: TODAY I LEARNED…

Say Bible memory verse and color picture!

Queen Esther’s Courage

Esther 2-8

Long ago, in a country called Babylon, there was a king named Xerxes and a queen
named Vashti. King Xerxes ordered his wife the queen to appear before him at a
party so he could show everyone how pretty she was. When she refused, the
king was furious. To make matters worse, a rather nasty man named Haman was
one of the King's advisors. At Haman's urging, King Xerxes ordered that his wife
be banished from the kingdom.
King Xerxes wasn't happy for long without a queen, so he ordered a search
through the kingdom for a beautiful girl to be his bride. It wasn't too long
before the King's scouts happened upon Esther. Esther was beautiful, gracious
and kind -- just what the king was looking for. In no time at all, Esther was
married to the king.
Now Esther was a Jew. The Jews had been driven out of Israel, their home,
about 70 years before and exiled in Babylon. Esther's uncle Mordechai, was the
leader of the Jews. Mordechai encouraged Esther to hide her faith from the
King and his advisors, which she did.
One day by the city gates, Mordechai heard of a plot to kill Xerxes. He told
Esther about the plan and when she told Xerxes that his life was in danger, she
gave the credit to Mordechai for saving the King’s life.
Haman had, by this time, become a powerful man in the kingdom - Prime Minister
of Babylon in fact. He decided that everyone should bow down to him, but
Mordechai. Haman was very angry and asked the King to authorize a royal decree
to kill all the Jews.
Mordechai found out about Haman's plan and sent Esther a message. He told her
what Haman was plotting and asked her to go to the King to save the Jews.
Esther was afraid. She hadn't been allowed to see the King for 30 dayd. In
fact, to see the King without being invited meant instant death unless the King
held out his golden scepter. She asked that the Jews would fast and pray for
three days. She went to see the king and although he was initially angry at her,
King Xerxes spared her life and offered "half my kingdom for your wishes."All
she asked was that the King and Haman join her for dinner that night.

As they were eating, the king asked Esther, "Now what is your request? Even up
to half the kingdom, it will be granted." Esther replied, "If the king regards me
with favor, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare
for them. Then I will answer the king's question." Of course, both the King and
Haman agreed to attend a second banquet with the lovely young Queen.
Haman was very pleased that he'd been asked to dine with Xerxes and Esther
two nights in a row and was filled with pride. But then he saw Mordecai at the
king's gate and still Mordecai refused to bow to him. Haman was filled with
rage. He decided to hang Mordechai and planned to speak to the king about it the
very next morning. That way, he'd have the whole matter dealt with during the
day and be able to enjoy the next evening's banquet in peace.
That same night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the
chronicles, the record of his reign, to be brought in and read to him. The book
was opened to the day Mordecai exposed a plot to assassinate the King. The King
was reminded of this tale and asked what reward Mordecai had received. The
king's attendants told him that nothing had been done for Mordecai.
The next morning, just as Haman was arriving to ask that Mordecai be hanged
the king asked him, "What should be done for the man the king delights to
honor?" Haman, still filled with pride, mistakenly thought the king was referring
to him. So he answered the king, "For the man the king delights to honor, have
them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has ridden. Let
them lead him on the horse through the city streets to honor him!'"
Imagine Haman's shock when the King commanded, "Go at once. Get the robe and
the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at
the king's gate." Haman obeyed the king, of course, but not happily! He was very
upset that Mordecai, his enemy, was being honored by the king. After leading
Mordecai around the Haman had to go to the banquet with the King and Queen.
Finally Esther shared the secret of her faith and proclaimed herself a Jew. She
begged the king to spare her people. One of the king's attendants told the king
of the gallows that Haman had built to have Mordecai hanged. The king was
furious with Haman and ordered that he be hanged. Haman's pride and cruelty
had led to his own destruction and the brave, young Esther had saved her people.
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Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid!
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My child recited this week’s bible verse! (please sign)
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