
Love is...

But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of  sin? Certainly not! For if  I 
rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself  to be a transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have 
been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of  God, who loved me and gave himself  for me. I do not nullify the grace of  God, for if  righteousness were through the law, then 
Christ died for no purpose. (Galatians 2:17–21, ESV)

elcome to Lent. This season is a somber one for Christ’s church. Not only do we focus on Jesus Christ’s
obedient and unfaltering march toward the cross, it is also a time to focus on that which made the cross

necessary: our sin. Lent is a season of  death, as we learn of  our need for our sin and disobedience to be put to
death in Christ so that we can be raised to new life in the Spirit. As Paul writes here, God’s holy law puts to death
any hope of  righteousness that comes from ourselves or our own obedience to the law. Instead we are to die to the
law by being crucified with Christ, so that it is no longer you or me who lives, but Christ who lives in us.

This year, again follow Christ as he moves toward the cross, sheds his innocent and holy blood in payment for your
sins, and then rises again for your justification. And praise be to God for His indescribable gift!

Immanuel LBC

here is a season for everything under the sun, and though Christ’s Church
is eternal, the church in any given location is not. We praise God for the

ministry  of  Greg  [Barb]  Pietz  for  their  faithful  shepherding  of  Immanuel
Lutheran  Brethren  Church  of  Eugene,  Oregon.  We  praise  God  for  His
faithfulness  to  the  congregation  at  Immanuel  LBC,  and  we  pray  for  His
mercies and abundant grace as they meet for their final worship service on
Easter Sunday of  this year.

Churches in Transition

hange is about as certain as death and taxes. Yet we serve and are cared for by an unchanging God. Let’s lift
our  prayers  to  Him  for  some  of  our  Pacific  Region  churches  who  are  currently  going  through  some

transitions:

• Generation Church, Phoenix Vally, AZ Growth and the decisions that come with it.

• Immanuel LBC, Pasadena, CA Pastor Larry [Irene] Olson retiring.

• Greater Grace LBC, Portland, OR The future of  the church while conducting home meetings.

• Solid Rock Community Church, Salem, OR Pastor Dennis [Nancy] retiring.

• Rock of  Ages LBC, Seattle, WA Pastor Jordan [Becca] Spina moving to Wisconsin.
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ark your calendars: our CLB Biennial Convention is taking place on June 13 th-
16th in Fergus Falls, MN. This year’s theme is “Disciple-Making God” and the

convention promises to be packed full of  quality breakout sessions, fellowship, and
the honor of  doing the business of  the church. Each church is encouraged to send
its pastor(s) along with the appropriate number of  delegates for your congregation’s
size. Hope to see you there!

International Mission

atthew Rogness has been engaged in ministry with the Church of  the
Lutheran Brethren since 1977. He has spent the majority of  his time

serving in our International Mission, both as a missionary and as Director
of  Lutheran Brethren International Mission. After much consideration and
lengthy conversations with President Larson, Matthew has decided that the
time is right to transition out of  International Mission and to continue in
his part-time role as Director of  Operations. He will also, upon Council of
Directors approval, continue as Vice President of  the Church as well. These changes will begin in the summer of
2020 after the new Director of  LBIM is installed, and Matthew will continue in an advisory role until his part-time
responsibilities  begin  in  September.  Our  synod  has  been  blessed  to  have  Matthew  serve  and  lead  in  our
International Mission, and our prayers go out for him, his wife, Judy, and the International Mission team of  our
synod during this transition.

Pedersen Lectureship

very  year,  our  Lutheran  Brethren  Seminary  holds  the  A.  A.
Pedersen  Lectureship,  a  preaching  “master  class”  featuring

noteworthy  Christian  preachers.  These  annual  lectureships  are
sponsored by Lutheran Brethren Seminary and are named in honor of
Rev.  A. A. Pedersen, president of  Lutheran Brethren Seminary from
1950 to 1955. 2019’s lectureship saw Rev. Matt Popovits of  St. Mark
Houston teaching  on “The Sermon in  a  Secular  Age.”  If  you were
unable to attend last year’s lectureship, all four sessions are available on
the Seminary’s website at lbs.edu/pedersen-lectureship.
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Do you have news the region should be aware of? Contact pastorjeremywilson@gmail.com to have it included in the next newsletter.
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