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A Voice among the Voiceless of ‘Ted Talks’
“As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might
be with him. And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how
much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” And he went away and began to
proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.” - Mark 5:18-20
This past Friday evening Wendy, along with some
friends and I, attended a Ted Talk event at Grand
Canyon University (GCU) in Phoenix. Ted talks were
birthed in 1984 as a means to give speakers from all
walks of life, vocation, and professions an opportunity
to share “ideas worth spreading,” as their slogan says.
On this particular evening, we attended to support
Josiah Friedman, the 25 year old founder and CEO of
Voice for the Voiceless, a pro-life organization
seeking to cultivate a culture of support for those facing
unplanned pregnancies. It was the first ever pro-life
message shared in the 34 year history of Ted Talks.
Josiah’s message spoke not only about the value of every human life created in God’s image, but also the
immeasurable worth of real, compassionate community; especially in times of great fear and uncertainty, such
as unplanned pregnancies. What shocked me were the number of other talks that evening born out of a search
for purpose, meaning, significance, and even ways to lessen painful emotions from past hurt and rejection.
They expressed a longing for the very thing Josiah shared: love, hope, community! It broke my heart.
That evening I was also reminded of how important it is for all Christians to be ‘on mission’ in our
communities. The loneliness and pain of lost people is real. For some of us, we can let our voice be heard like
Josiah’s message was heard that evening in a GCU auditorium. For the rest of us, it means going to our
neighbor with a desire to listen, love, and learn from the Scriptures together.
As Christians, we don’t need every ‘Sunday School answer’ for our lost friends. Answers may come over time
as we humbly seek the Scriptures together. What is needed are image-bearers of Christ; seeking out those
who we live and work with, getting to know our neighbors lives and their questions, sharing life with them,
and ultimately, sharing how Christ has changed ours lives today and forever.
Two days after this Ted Talk, we were visiting Church in the Desert, a snow-bird, seasonal church that Pastor
Forrest Erickson shepherds in Gold Canyon, AZ. That morning, Forrest preached on the events surrounding
the demon-possessed man, named “Legion” in Mark 5. This man was miraculously set free by Jesus! How did
those in the city respond to Jesus’ miracle? They pleaded with Jesus to leave! What a tragic response.
When this new free man begs Jesus to take him with him, Jesus tells him, “Go home to your friends and tell them
how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” (Mark 5: 18b) As he proclaimed the miracle
of his salvation, others heard and marveled at the grace and power of Jesus!
That’s YOU and ME today! Every one of us is a miracle of Jesus, even those of us with ordinary stories of faith
and forgiveness in Jesus. Hopefully, you also have people in your life like the other Ted Talk speakers; people
who are seeking answers to the big questions of life! May we tell our friends how much Jesus has done for us,
and by God’s grace, may the lost be found in Christ and all marvel at the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Shared with a grateful heart,
Phil Heiser
Pacific Regional Pastor
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LEAD Retreat 2019 this March 1-3
IT’S NOT TOO LATE to join us in Cannon Beach, OR, for
our 2019 LEAD Retreat this March 1-3 with LBS professor, Rev.
Dr. Daniel Berge. Dr. Berge will be teaching on the theme,
“Making Disciples, in Jesus’ Name.”
More information, schedule and online registration:
www.leadretreat.org

Pacific Region Convention 2019 this May 31 - June 2
Make plans to join us for our biennial regional convention at
Peace Lutheran Brethren Church in Olympia, WA, this
May 31 - June 2. LBS Professor Rev. Dr. Gaylan Mathiesen will be
teaching our Friday “Day of Equipping” event on the theme “God
and His Church on Mission.” Our convention website will be available
very soon with our full schedule and registration information!

Pacific Regional Online Giving
Online giving is now available on the Pacific Regional website.
Your gifts to the Pacific Region make possible seminary
scholarships, discipleship equipping events, and revitalization
support throughout the region. To make an online gift, simply go
to our regional website: www.lbpacific.org and click on GIVE
in the main menu selections on the left.

Praises and Prayers from around the Pacific Region…
• Praise for the recent Reconcilation Seminar led by RP Phil and
Warren Geraghty at Tuscarora Conference Center in Mt. Bethel, PA.
Twenty-one pastors and church leaders attended. (photo right)

• Pray for our upcoming Pacific Region Biennial Convention in
Olympia this May 31-June 2.

• Praise for the financial provisions for a new digital street sign at
Calvary Community Church in Fullerton, CA.

RP’s Phil & Warren

• Pray for Andrea Bernard (PR-North president) and Renee Paulson (PR- South president) as
they lead our women’s ministries in the Pacific Region and prepare for the National CLB Women’s
Ministries meeting in Olympia this June 1.

• Pray for the upcoming Hillcrest Academy Choir’s concert travel through the Western and Pacific South
Region from March 21-30.

• Pray for the Regional Pastor Summit with President Paul & Bee Larson, Regional Pastors and spouses
in San Diego this March 23-27.

• Pray for the upcoming PR South Women’s Retreat at Murrieta Hot Springs, CA, this March 29-31.

