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To the ends of the earth…right in our backyards!
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” - Acts 1:8
J-Term 2019 at Lutheran Brethren Seminary was outstanding!
I know for most of us in the Pacific Region it requires a great
sacrifice of finances and time to travel to Fergus Falls to attend
in-person. However, through the gift of technology, you can still
be blessed by the content through the J-Term webpage: http://
www.lbs.edu/jterm/jterm2019/ The videos will be released in the near future. I would highly recommend pastors,
elders, and even whole congregations going through the sessions together. They would be wonderful Sunday
morning discipleship or mid-week classes!
Dr. Eugene Boe’s sessions took us back to the origins of CLB identity, culture, and doctrine. We considered
the idea of “Retrieval Theology” - exploring and applying foundational CLB theology and tradition with a
renewed goal of seeing “every congregation as a mission society.”
Inspiration Point Bible Camp President, Mr. Greg Anderson, revealed to us a world of ministry and
leadership potential among our millennial generation. Dr. Don Mortenson, professor at Bethel Seminary,
shared about proclaiming the Gospel in a culture filled with broken and blended families. Understanding that
we all feel the overwhelming needs in our communities, Dr. Mortenson guided us in exploring the nature of
our calling, associated ministry stressors, and the need for a healthier balance between our family, ministry,
and life with God.
Our final presenter, Rev. Roland Wells (Pastor @ St Paul’s Church & Exec Director of MissionShift),
opened our eyes to opportunities with cross-cultural ministries. Many of us are familiar with the cultural and
political stressors that undocumented immigration has meant to the United States. At the same time, these
men and women are also made in the image of God who need to know their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As
I heard Roland share, I kept thinking of our Japanese Ministries at Rock of Ages in Seattle. Their
gatherings are simple: teach the Word of God and engage in English conversation! This is what many
international students and workers are
seeking; people who are curious to learn
about another culture and to reciprocate
with the love of Christ in Word and deed.
The Church of the Lutheran Brethren was
founded 119 years ago as a disciple-making
movement; bringing the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to the unreached peoples at ends of
the earth! That mission continues today,
while at the same time, many of those at
“the ends of the earth” have come to our
backyards. As we seek our Lord to
revitalize our churches in North America,
may we-all respond to the Mission of God
to those in our own neighborhoods!
Shared with a grateful heart,
Phil Heiser
Pacific Regional Pastor
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LEAD Retreat 2019 this March 1-3
Join us in Cannon Beach, OR for our 2019 LEAD Retreat this
March 1-3 with LBS professor, Rev. Dr. Daniel Berge. Dr. Berge
will be teaching on the theme, “Making Disciples, in Jesus’ Name.”
More information, schedule and online registration:
www.leadretreat.org

Pacific Region Convention 2019 this May 31 - June 2
Make plans to join us for our biennial regional convention at
Peace Lutheran Brethren Church in Olympia, WA this May
31 - June 2. LBS Professor Rev. Dr. Gaylan Mathiesen will be
teaching our Friday “Day of Equipping” event on the theme “God
and His Church on Mission.” Our convention website will be available
very soon with our full schedule and registration information!

Pacific Regional Online Giving
Online giving is now available on the Pacific Regional website.
Your gifts to the Pacific Region make possible seminary
scholarships, discipleship equipping events, and revitalization
support throughout the region. To make an online gift, simply go
to our regional website: www.lbpacific.org and click on GIVE
in the main menu selections on the left.

Praises and Prayers from around the Pacific Region…
• Resurrection Church (Buda, TX) - “After a year of discussion, polling, praying,
and the process of constitutional amendment... Good Shepherd Ministries, Buda, TX is
now Resurrection Church! Please join us in petitioning God to resurrect the life
and ministries of this congregation.” - Pastor George Schweitzer

• Pray for Cornerstone Community Church (Ferndale, WA) as they
search for their next pastor.

• Rock of Ages (Seattle, WA) - Praise for the Lord’s provision of
finances and skilled labor for the church’s sanctuary remodel. (photo on
right)

• PR-North Executive Board - Prayer for the board members as they

Rock of Ages remodeled sanctuary

seek to do God’s will in loving and equipping the CLB congregations and pastors in the PNW. Pray for
Chairman Warren Hall as he leads the board.

• Community Church of Joy (Sammamish, WA) - Prayer over the church as they consider a potential
name change and re-branding.

• Greater Grace (Gresham, OR) - Pray that the Lord would reveal a new location for the church to meet
for weekly worship.

