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Plugged In
"Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." - John 20:21
“We need to get them plugged in to our church.” It’s an expression that I’ve heard many times when
discussing a new family in a church. Without knowing why, it’s always bothered me. Recently, it hit
me what’s troubled me about it.
As much as we long for new families to connect within our church, have we ever asked the families
of our churches, “How plugged in are you with your neighbors... your co-workers... or the
marginalized of your community?” Is being “plugged in” only a concern with life within our
churches or is it just as much about life outside our churches. It’s being engaged in God’s mission.
The CLB mission is to equip, revitalize, and rally the church around
God’s mission to the world. Our 2018 J-Term was significant step
forward in this shared mission. All of the presentations will soon be
available on LBS.edu. We heard many inspiring and insightful
presentations on the revitalization of churches and pastors in North
America. Yes... revitalization of pastors! I was deeply appreciative of Dr.
Mark Sundby’s lectures on pastoral health. Churches: Shepherd your
shepherd well! Encourage your pastor regularly and specifically for the
teaching and care he provides. Encourage your pastor to take his weekly
Sabbath rest. Encourage your pastor to take a Sabbatical every 5-7 years!
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An exciting announcement was also shared at J-Term. The
Church of the Lutheran Brethren is developing a new
ministry for the local church called Arrow Corps. The
name is rooted in the Greek word, ‘eiréné,” the word of
Peace. The Peace Corps rallied a generation in the 1960’s to
consider how they could serve cultures and communities
around the world. Eiréné Corps would be a bit difficult to
Tentmakers training at Inspiration Point
remember or spell... thus the name, “Arrow Corps” was
Bible Camp for CLB leaders and pastors
born. Arrow Corps has the goal of equipping young adults
and retirees in teams of 9-11 people to bring disciple-making
equipping and mobilizing to our churches. Expect to hear more about Arrow Corps over the course
of the spring and summer leading up to our CLB Convention this June 9-12 in Fergus Falls,
MN. I hope to see you there!
With a Grateful Heart,
Phil Heiser
Pacific Regional Pastor
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Upcoming Events & Prayer Requests from around the Pacific…
Pray for Erick Sorensen as he prepares to speak at our L.E.A.D. Retreat on the theme,
“Becoming a Church for Others.” March 2-4 at Cannon Beach Christian Conference Center.
Plan for a weekend of rest, meeting new and old friends, and being encouraged to consider new
ways to reach our neighbors for Christ! More information at: http://www.leadretreat.org
Praise for the insightful Pacific Region Chad Focus Trip this
past January 17-31, 2018. Pray for our regional team as they continue
to reflect and process their experience in Chad. The team included:
Dan Venberg (LBIM), Ben Miller (Maple Park), Keturah Flude
(Hope), Sara Hunter (Hope), Amandah Corwin (cousin of Keturah),
and Trevor Olson (Rock of Ages).
Praise & Prayer for Rev. Adam
(Katie) Jensen, who recently accepted the call as Senior Pastor
to Maple Park Church. Adam’s ministry at Maple Park will
begin March 15. (Photo right)
Praise & Prayer for Rev. Greg (Barbara) Pietz, who has
accepted the call to serve Immanuel Lutheran Church (Eugene,
OR) as their Shepherd-Teacher in the office of Pastor. The
Pietzs will be transitioning from Lynnwood, WA to Eugene, OR in mid-March.
Continued prayer for Rt. Pastor Curt & Kathy Atneosen. Curt is battling prostate and bone
cancer and Kathy has been dealing with issues related to her heart. You can follow their care and
share your prayers for them on their Caring Bridge page: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
curtisatneosen
Praise for Rev. George (Jacqui) Schweitzer, who was
officially installed as pastor of Good Shepherd Ministries on
Sunday, January 14, in Buda, TX. (Photo right)
Continued prayer for Chuck Adams, former elder of recently
closed Victoria Community Church in Fontana, CA, has
recently been diagnosed with metastatic melanoma. Pray for
Chuck to respond well to treatment!

Looking Ahead…
CLB Biennial National Convention - save the dates of June 9-12, 2018 at Bethel LBC in
Fergus Falls, MN. More information available at: http://www.clba.org/bc18/

