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New Members Class 

Have you been thinking about joining Christ UM Church? There 

will be a class for those considering becoming members 

Saturday, October 5, from 10am to 1pm. You will have a 

chance to get to know the pastors better, meet some of the 

church leadership, learn about the activities and programs of the 

church, review what it means to be a Christian and how to grow in your faith, and 

discover the wonderful heritage of this congregation and the United Methodist 

Church. You will have time to share lunch with others 

who are also considering joining and get a tour of some 

parts of the building you may not have seen yet. Those 

who decide they are ready to join will be received as 

members on October 13th at the service of their choice. 

Please contact the office or one of the pastors by 

September 8th if you are interested.  
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Back to School – How about You?  
The kids have headed back to school. Why? It’s the law! Why? Because there is so much 

they need to learn if they are going to flourish! We have a responsibility to see that they 

all get that opportunity. 

If you are reading this you are probably an adult. (If you are not – I would love to hear 

which children or youth are reading the Evangel!) As an adult, we now are expected to 

take the responsibility for our own flourishing. Guess what? We, too, have so much we 

need to learn to continue to flourish! Learning never ends. 

The answers that used to satisfy just don’t seem to have the same power to convince. We 

become aware of new information that doesn’t fit in our existing 

mental constructs. We face new situations and find our bucket of 

answers is not as full as we thought. We learn to live with a deep 

question rather than collect easy answers. 

I am a big proponent of life-long learning. How about You? If most 

of your education has been academic, how about some hands on, 

experiential learning? If most of your education has been on the 

job, how about trying some book learning? Get yourself “good and 

stretched”! This can apply to all of life, but I am now thinking most 

about our faith life. How do you think God wants to grow you? 

For some of you it may be joining an adult Sunday school class, Disciple Bible Study, 

men’s or women’s reading group or a transformation group. Or it may be starting your 

own daily, personal Bible study time. For others it may be trying out those gifts God has 

given you and serving others. You could join one of the church’s ministries or mission 

teams. Or maybe the challenge would be to finally commit to that community outreach 

group, perhaps Manna or Mitzvah Circle or Code Blue. Our new church Ministries Guide 

will be out soon and you can check out many learning and serving opportunities there. 

For all of us, the learning can come from deliberately putting ourselves in those places 

where we will get to meet people who are different from us, hear ideas different from our 

own, and experience life from a different point of view. It’s amazing the voices God uses 

to speak to us. Just when we assume we will be the teacher or we will be the helper, we 

discover others helping us and ourselves as the learners. Let’s humble ourselves and go 

back to school so we can become all that God intended us to be! 

         -Pastor Nicholson 

Wise Words from the Welcome Ministry 
Before you walk into church on Sunday mornings, leave your distractions at the 

door. Say a brief prayer, asking God to lead you to those people who need a warm 
welcome, an encouraging word, or a hug. 
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Mission of the Month: 

CROP Hunger Walk  
Our September Mission of the Month is to support The Crop Hunger Walk. Our church 
has supported this mission for many years. This program is organized by Church World 
Service to work with communities, both locally and overseas, to determine the best 
solution to the challenges, like hunger and 
poverty, that are rampant in our world, and 
escalating in the current economic 
conditions.  

On October 6th, the North Penn Area Crop 
Hunger Walk will be held to show our love 
and active concern for neighbors in need, 
near and far. Participants of all ages will be 
raising awareness and funds to change the 
world in real and measurable ways—digging 
wells that will bring clean water to villages, 
providing seeds and tools so that people can 
grow their own food crops, helping 
communities and families rebuild after disaster, or responding to flood and tornado 
damages in some parts of the United States. The Crop Hunger Walk is making a 
difference. 

We are challenging you to join us to be part of it. Please mark your calendars for October 
6th, at Trinity Lutheran Church. Registration is at 1pm and the walk starts at 1:30pm.  
Please join us as a walker or a sponsor.  

Together, with our neighbors, families and friends, we can change the world, one step at 
a time!  

Mark Your Calendar! 

Usher and Greeter Training 

On Monday, September 9, an Usher and Greeter Training will be held at 7pm. This will be 

an orientation to what is new for the fall, where things are found, security instructions, 

how to be welcoming, and special instructions for the combined worship service on 

September 15.  
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Mark Your Calendar! 
Sunday School Celebration! 

Come out on Sunday, September 8th, at 9:45am, to celebrate our 

Sunday school classes! It will be a great time to celebrate our 

children moving up to new places, challenge yourself with Bible 

trivia, and hand out attendance awards. All children and adults 

are invited. Our nursery and Pre-K classes will meet in their 

usual rooms that morning. We had a lot of fun last year, and 

look forward to another great start to the school year. We hope 

to see you there! 

Children’s Ministry Registration 

With a new school year starting, we ask that 

you take a moment to fill out a NEW 

registration for children birth through 6th grade! You can do this on 

our website under “Forms” or Pastor Tawny will have paper forms 

available Sunday, September 8th!   

Our annual Church Picnic will take place on 

Saturday, September 14th. Supper will begin at 

5pm, under the tents on the parking lot. The 

church will provide our traditional hamburgers, 

hotdogs and wings, and, this year, we will be 

adding pulled pork. (I can just smell those pork 

shoulders smoking right now, can’t wait!) The 

church will provide beverages, including birch beer, and utensils. You will bring your 

delicious sides and desserts for an abundant smorgasbord. Later there will be snow 

cones and s’mores. 

An all ages kickball game will get us started at 4pm, but then the full schedule of 

activities will kick in at 6pm. We will have animal balloons, basketball games, bocce, 

bounce houses, corn hole, crafts, face painting, gaga, games for pre-school kids, ladder 

ball, playground, a photo booth, sponge toss and wagon rides! The bonfire will be lit at 

7pm for great singing and story-telling around the fire. 

Our purpose is building connections with our extended church community. So we are 

inviting our pre-school families, VBS and Trunk or Treat families, scouts, neighbors, and 

the Korean Church. Introduce yourself and make everyone welcome. Bring your own 

friends and introduce them around. This is a great time to get to know one another from 

the first and second services. 

Sign-up online or at the kiosk in the lobby. Be prepared to list what side dish or dessert 
you are planning to bring.  
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Mark Your Calendar! 
David Stahl and the Sacred Orchestra Leading Our Worship 

September 15 at 10:30am 
Christ UMC is pleased to host David Stahl and the Sacred Orchestra on Sunday, 

September 15 for a special combined worship at 10:30am. Sunday School that morning 

will be at 9:15am. You will not want to miss these superb musicians as they share their 

faith in word and music and you will want to invite FRAN (Friends, Relatives, Associates, 

Neighbors). Pastor Nicholson has hosted them at two of his previous churches and the 

worship service has been a highlight of the year. Here is how they describe themselves on 

their website. 

“...Dave Stahl formed The Sacred Orchestra in April of 1999. The group started as a 14-
piece big band with 3 singers and immediately began to expand in size, adding more 
vocalists and instrumentalists until its current aggregation as a 23-piece studio orchestra 
with 10 female vocalists. Since its inception, The Sacred Orchestra with Dave Stahl has 
conducted numerous worship services in churches of many different denominations 
largely in the Southeastern region of Pennsylvania... 

The mission of the Orchestra is to reach out to people of all ages and musical tastes 
through the great music of the church in resounding praise to God. The desire is to draw 
back into the church those who might have drifted away and hopefully reunite them with 
their local church and God. Spoken word, given primarily by the Orchestra members, is a 
key part of the worship services and the music highlights that spoken word. 

...Each program (worship service) features...well-loved hymns of the past as well as 
contemporary musical settings. Musical arrangements of the hymns are written in a cross
-section of styles and are largely from the pens of Rodney Miller, Gary Topper, Dave Stahl, 
and Bob (Doc) Mulligan. 

...From the still, quiet sounds of flutes to the glorious blaze of brass in resounding 
thunder the music and spoken word are an uplifting religious experience, bringing praise 
to God.” 

Save the Date for Tea! 
On Sunday, November 10th, at 12:15pm (after the 11am worship 
service), all women are invited to tea in Fellowship Hall. Deb 
Rotelle, a former member of our church, will tell us about her 
ministry, Living Streams Ranch. 

Living Streams Ranch is situated on a beautiful backroad of 
Quakertown, PA. It is here that the founders, Deb and Wayne 
Rotelle, facilitate Christian-based horse sessions for individuals dealing with adversity. 
Through prayer, reflection, and awareness, they realized a calling to serve. Wanting to 
share their passion for horses and love for Christ, it has become their mission to help 
others draw from nature, to bond with horses, and to gain strength from God’s Word. 

This will be a time of fellowship-we'd love to have the women of Christ UMC join us.  
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Join Us! 

Look What’s Been Happening! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who said the kids should have ALL the fun? During the second session of Adult 

Sunday School, these grown-ups enjoyed a VBS of their own. 

Please join the ladies of Susannah Wesley Circle on Thursday, 
September 26, at 6:30pm, in the Rose Garden Room. We begin our year 
with two things we do best, food and fellowship! A potluck dinner will 
be our focus as we welcome new members to join us. A Google sign-up 
sheet will be emailed to those on our current mailing list. If you would 
like to join us and are not on the list, please bring your potluck dish 
and join us on the 26th. You can send your email address to Nadene 
Stauffer nstauffer@verizon.net or Suzanne Williams 

slwmusic@hotmail.com, and we will add you to our distribution list.   

Are you a caregiver for a 

family member, friend or 

neighbor? Join us on 

September 27 as we share our 

experiences. We meet in the 

church lounge on the fourth 

Friday of each month, at 11am. 

Beginning in September, we will be meeting on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month. We are currently working on winter hats in all 
colors, sizes and patterns for several different charitable 
organizations. Come and join us - September 12th, 10:00-noon in 
the lounge. Questions, contact Karen Fallows, 267-240-7800, 
kbfallows59@gmail.com. 
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Join Us! 

Our next GriefShare group will begin on Wednesday, September 

11th, at 2pm. We invite anyone who would appreciate help and 

encouragement, after the death of a spouse, child, family 

member or friend, to be a part of this group. Each chapter of 

this Biblically based video series is self-contained, so you do not 

have to attend in sequence. You can begin at any time in the 13 

week cycle. You will be able to continue with GriefShare through 

the next cycle and view any of the videos you missed. 

If you would like to invite a friend or family member, pick up a 

brochure at the table in the lobby, against the air lock. 

Enrollment:$20 per 13 week session (scholarships are available.) 

Sign-up at the link on the church website www.cumclansdale.org, or call the church 

office at 215.855.1643. 

We’re back and ready to have a great year with lots of 

activities! Come out and join us on Wednesday, September 

18, at 11:30am, for lunch at the Franconia Heritage in 

Souderton (corner of Allentown Rd. and Route 113). After 

lunch, we will be traveling to Asher’s Chocolate Factory, on 

Wambold Rd., for a tour of the candy factory. The tour will 

take 30-45 minutes and is free. 

Please sign-up by Sunday, September 15 so we can let the restaurant and Asher’s know 

how many will be attending. Inviting friends is encouraged! Please contact Gail Scott 

(215-368-0476) or Pastor Nicholson if you have questions or need directions. 

The Men’s Reading 

Group will resume on 

Tuesday, September 10, 

at 8:30am, in the 

Reichley Room. Bring 

your ideas of books you 

might like to read this 

year. We typically read a 

chapter a week and then 

have a great discussion 

about it (and other things!). All men are 

welcome. If you have questions contact Bob 

Vincent or Pastor Nicholson. 

The ladies of Deborah Circle invite 

all women to join them on Monday, 

September 9, at 11:30am, in 

Fellowship Hall. Bring a sandwich or 

salad; dessert will be provided. 
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Ways to Serve at CUMC 
Become a Care Minister 

Are you feeling called to the care ministry here at Christ UMC? As we have in the past 
several years, we are accepting applications for those wishing to become a part of this 
ministry. If this an area where you feel led to participate, please complete our 
application, available online at www.cumclansdale.org or in hard copy at the kiosk in the 
lobby. It's a thought-provoking exercise, which includes the completion of a spiritual 
autobiography. Deadline for applications is September 30th. If you have questions, 
please reach out to any of our care ministers-Sarah Hamill, Karen Fallows, Sussie Venuto, 
Carolyn Hadka, Sharon Moran or Marge Kramer, Director of Congregational Care.  

Become an Usher 

We currently have openings available for volunteers (adults and older 

youth) who would like to serve our church as an usher at the 11:00am 

Sunday Service. No experience is necessary – we will train.  Each of our 

ushers serves for one or two months out of each year – your choice of 

months. This important ministry provides an opportunity to meet and 

greet our guests and visitors while serving the congregation at Sunday 

morning worship services. 

If you are interested in serving as an usher or have any questions, please contact Phil 

Woodruff (610-584-8595) or call the church office at 215-855-1643. 

Prepare a Meal 

Choirs will be restarting in September, so we will be offering our Wednesday night meals 

again! I’m looking for people who are willing to cook once or 

twice this school year, for approximately 30 people. I’m also 

looking for a small team of people who could help me throw 

together a meal on weeks when we don’t have one provided. This 

team would meet at 4-5pm, in the kitchen, on Wednesday 

evenings, as needed. If you are available to help cook a meal in 

advance, you can sign up on line at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C44ACAB2AAAFE3-wednesday1 

or contact me directly!  

If you are around, or nearby, on Wednesday nights, come out and join us for the meal! 

The meal will be available from 5-6:45pm. We ask for a $1 donation per person to help 

cover the cost of food. It is such a great opportunity to get to know others and enjoy a 

good meal! 

 Thank you! -Pastor Tawny 
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Keep In Touch 

Betty Boston 

2096 Valley View Way 

Lansdale, PA  19446 

 

Meg Burns 

Woodbridge Place 
1191 Rapps Dam Road  

Apt. 319 
Phoenixville, PA  19460 

 

Grace Eroh 

119 Zieglerville Road 

Schwenksville, PA  19473 

 

Mary Fisher 

Gwynedd Square Nursing Center 

773 Sumneytown Pike 

Lansdale, PA  19446 

 

Dot Gillespie 

1800 Village Circle  

Apt 257 

Lancaster, PA  17603 

 

Tom and Janis Harrison 

23396 S Rocky Point Rd.  

Pickford, MI  49774 

 

Barbara Kosydar 

100 Washington Commons Drive  

Apt 339 

Evans, GA  30809 

Vera Matour 

110 Dock Dr 

Lansdale, PA  19446 

 

Gordon McPherson 

695 Main Street  

Apt 140 

Harleysville, PA  19438 

 

Doris Ross 

553 William Penn Way 

Lansdale, PA  19446 

 

Bea Strotbeck 

635 Brighton Drive 

Hatfield, PA  19440 

 

Kevin Young 

10229 Misty Brook Ln. 

Knoxville, TN  37922 

Would you like to be in touch with our members who are homebound, or those who have 
moved out of the area? Think about how much you enjoy a piece of mail, that’s not a 

bill, and consider sending a note or a card. 
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Events in Our Area 

Walking With… 

Do you wonder what it would be like to come from a different racial background? Are 

you grieved by the tragic encounters over the last several years between police officers 

and African American young people? Do you wish there was some way to help heal the 

racial divides in this country? Then you might really appreciate a day spent with our 

District Superintendent, Tracy Bass, and other clergy and laity from across the East 

District, at an event entitled “Walking With: An African American Experience”. This will 

take place on September 21st, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, at Chalfont UMC (11 

Meadowbrook Lane, Chalfont). 

The program will include a showing and discussion of “Stranger Fruit” – a 2017 
documentary about the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. Several written 
articles will also engage our conversations on systemic racial issues in our country. The 
cost will be $15 and lunch is included. Contact the church office and direct your 
questions to Pastor Nicholson who participated in the first offering of this event in May.  

Community Prayer Emphasis 

A number of Lansdale area churches are coming together to pray for one another and to 
pray for our community and world. So far, two events are planned. There will be a Prayer 
Walk, Sunday, September 22, 2:00 pm, beginning at Railroad Park. Similar to the walk in 
June 2017, participants will walk out from the park N, E, S, or W, for 15 minutes with 
their physical and spiritual eyes and ears open to whatever God would show them. Then 
they will return the same route praying silently as they go. Back at the park, there will a 
time for sharing about the experience of the walk and then the group will pray in small 
groups for our community, churches and the world. All ages are welcome. Feel free to 
invite friends from other churches as well. There will be a second event for the 
community to come together in prayer Sunday, February 23, at 6:00 pm, at Immanuel 
Church of the Nazarene.  
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Events in Our Area 

Senior Fall Retreat 

Join Pastor Nicholson and Pam at a great get-away, for adults who are 55+, at our 

beautiful church camp, Pocono Plateau, Tuesday to Friday, October 8-11. Fall foliage, 

faith, fun, food and fellowship combine for a 

refreshing escape. Participants will enjoy a 

nature walk, crafts, games and puzzles, 

archery, hiking, camp songs, nature 

presentation, escape room, entertainment, a 

campfire with s’mores, and a Bible study by 

the Rev. Tim Patterson. The 750 acre camp 

sits at the top of the mountain above Cresco, 

PA, with a beautiful 25 acre lake. 

This event begins and ends at 10 am. We will 

car pool. The cost for four days and three 

nights, with all meals and activities, included 

is $169. Participants must bring a sleeping 

bag or sheets and a blanket for a twin bed, 

your favorite pillow, towel and wash cloth. 

Rooms for couples are available. Other rooms 

sleep four to six people. Bathrooms are 

shared. All buildings are heated. 

Ways to register: 

1 Register on-line at www.poconoplateau.org 

2 Ask Pastor Nicholson for a printed registration form and mail it in. 

3 Call the Pocono Plateau Camp Office at 570-676-3665. 
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September Volunteers 

Lay Readers 

 8:30am  11:00am 

1 Susan Mayson Deb Scott 

8 Suzanne Williams Judy Yoder 

15 10:30 Combined Service No Reader 

22 Jill Benchouk  Pam Nicholson 

29 Carol Welte  Joanne Montana

Ushers 

8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer, 

John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran. 

11:00am Paula Miller, Barb Tibbits, Bob Tibbits, Roseanne 

Harris, Pat Solomito, Greg Plummer, and Michael Horvath. 

Captain: Joe Miller 

Sound Technicians 

 8:30am    11:00am 

1 Chet Coupe    Erich Greiner 

8 Ryan Fealy        Eric Ohlson 

15 Bill Schaefer      Andrew Guenther 

22 Steve Fallows 

29 Chet Coupe 

Greeters 

 8:30am                11:00am 

1    Jim & Liz Zearfoss    

8    Suzanne Williams and Marge Kramer  

15 (10:30 Combined Service)    Nancy Shane and Joanne Montana 

22      Carole & Ed Mendham 

29         Flo Kalin/Virginia Hare 

Flowers 

1    Greg & Judi Plummer/ 

8    Jean Davis/Barb Gingrich 

15  Barb Tibbits/ 

22  Christine Rizol/ 

29   

     Nursery Volunteers 

 8:30      9:45   11:00    

1 Wendy Clemmer and Sue Weir  Melissa Sesi  Greg Plummer/ 

8 Anna Shelton and B./E. Geesaman  Alicia Sehn    Diane Bresser/Julie Arnold 

15 Kristi Weatherwax    Yoshimi Weir    Anne Marie Legates/ 

22 Liz Zearfoss      Becky Wagner  Julie Arnold/ 

29 Iain Campbell     Hillary McCartney Kathy Ellis/  

Children’s Worship 

1    Anne Marie Legates/Carolyn Hadka 

8    Kathy Barlick/   

15  Tina Hooper/Janellen Reid 

22  Jean Davis/Brian Hadka 

29  Nancy Kralik/Brian Hadka 


