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Scratch Kitchen Food Truck will be available to purchase food, the church will provide  
vouchers to help defray costs (you are also welcome to bring your own food)

The Wise Guys will be performing, Bounce house for the kids, Crafts for all ages, Lawn 
games, Wagon rides (possibly), Campfire.

Look out for more information in the weekly updates.

Sunday October 3rd, 2021
5pm Parking Lot

From Our Community Garden

Delivered to Manna
June - 63 bags lettuce, 7 heads Napa cabbage, 50 beets, 6 
bags kale, 1 bag chard, 5 lbs sugar snap peas, 1 small 
baggie okra

July - 10 bags lettuce, 7 bunch kale, 9 Asian eggplant, 19 
globe eggplant, 72 cukes, 48 summer squash, 11 winter 
squash, 43 peppers, 2 bags okra, 12 lbs tomatoes, 8 
poblano peppers, 1 bag cherry tomatoes

https://www.fryscatering.com/scratch-kitchen-food-truck-1
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Ask any kid and they will tell you that September means back to school. It 
seems that this is the month we associate with learning as millions of children step 
back into the classroom for a new educational year. Our alarm clocks that sat dormant 
all summer long are now being set for early morning wake-up calls. And, whether we 
are ready or not, a new academic year is just around the corner!

First, I want to offer a prayer for our teachers, staff, and students as they return 
to the schools and classrooms. It will be another trying year as we deal with the 
effects of the pandemic. May God bless them and keep them safe.

Even if we are not entering a classroom this fall, we still are blessed to have
many ways in which we can continue learning. We can learn by observing how our
family, friends, and loved ones interact with us and others. We can learn by gleaning
information from experts or by watching those who are more skilled at a task than we
are ourselves. We can purposefully invest some of our time and energy into studying
new concepts and skills, maybe something we have always had an interest in but 
never found the time to research it.

As we consider this idea of learning, we need to remember that God is the
ultimate teacher. He tells us in Psalm 32:8, “I will instruct you and teach you in the 
way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you” (NRSV). God is 
teaching us each and every day. We learn from his spirit that resides within us when 
we listen and discern what the spirit is trying to tell us. We learn about God through 
our own experiences and the experiences of others when they tell of his mighty works 
in their lives. We learn continuously through our own personal study of scripture and 
the insights of other teachers, theologians, and writers. We learn from God how to 
love because we know that “God is love” (1 John 4:8b).

During this new season as we return to some of the church activities we have
missed over this last year, I encourage you to find some time to deepen your faith. 
What does God want you to learn from him? Find time to pray and study your Bible. 
Find new ways to connect with God and our church family. Commit to learning from 
God, the one who teaches us through his love. I pray that God blesses you this fall as 
we learn to better follow him.

-Rev. Zachary Hopple



GriefShare

Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? We invite you to join us for the 
next 13-week cycle of GriefShare, beginning Wednesday, September 15th. We're 
hoping to meet in person-we will follow state and county guidelines and will 
meet virtually if necessary-from 2 to 4 PM. Participants will view 
each week's video on their own and complete daily exercises-
during our time together, we will discuss the video and the 
exercises.You will have the opportunity to share with others 
who are grieving, others who understand what you are going 
through.

You can register through our website-you'll find the link under 
events and signups. Registration fee is $20, which includes your 
copy of the GriefShare workbook. Scholarships are available.

You are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group at any session. Each is 
“self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will find 
encouragement and help whenever you begin. You will be able to continue with 
GriefShare through the next 13-week cycle and view any of the videos you have not 
seen.

Please invite those in your life who have experienced a loss to join us.

CUMC Care Ministries
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Wise Words from the 
“Welcome Ministry”

We're delighted to again 
see each other in worship! 
As we get reacquainted, 
let's be sure to be aware 
of our visitors-greet them 
with the same enthusiasm 

we show each other!

Thanks

   

         Caregiver’s Group

                    Are you are a caregiver, either in
                    person or at a distance? This is a
                    role that includes unique challenges.

           Please consider joining our 
caregivers support group-we meet the fourth
Friday of each month at 11 AM. Watch the Monday 
Rundown and Friday Reminder for details 
regarding how and where we will meet.



CUMC Care Ministries
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Hands and Feet Ministry
Our hands and feet ministry is looking forward to returning to some kind of normal, 
which includes providing transportation to important appointments, and delivering 
meals after a hospital stay, the birth of a baby, or the death of a loved one. We need 
volunteers to make all of this happen. If you can help us as either a driver or by 
providing meals, please contact:

Drivers: Barbara Gingrich        bgingrich1@gmail.com   
Meal providers: Judy Yoder      jyoder247@gmail.com

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are 
the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with 
which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the 
world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” - Teresa of Avila

   

Calendar Highlights
9/7 Kaleidoscope Starts 9/10 Red Cross Blood Drive 9/24 Caregivers 

Gloria Dei Starts Laudate Ringers Starts Group 
9/8 Melody Chimes Starts 9/12  Sunday School Kick Off 9/25 Rise Against

Jesus Jammerz Starts 9/13 Deborah Circle Hunger
Endowment Meeting Re Opening Taskforce
Alleluia Ringers Starts 9/14 Men’s Reading Group Starts
Youth ChoirStarts 9/15 Grief Share Starts
Chancel Choir Starts Friendly Seniors
Agape Bells Starts 9/21 Evening Fellowship (online)

9/9 Stitching Sisters Finance Meeting (online)
Trustees Meeting 9/23 Susanna Wesley Circle Dinner

Welcome Again, Jen Hopple!

     We are happy to announce that Jennifer Hopple has been hired 
     as our new Music Worship Leader and Youth Choir Director, 
     effective September 1, following Elysa Dalbow’s resignation from
     those positions. 

    Jennifer’s talents and skills are ideally suited for these 2 jobs. She earned 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Music Education from Lebanon Valley College; 
taught music at the elementary and middle school levels; provided piano 
accompaniment to school choirs; and led community and church choirs before moving 
to Lansdale. Since she’s been at CUMC, Jen has performed with Fish Food at Worship 
Before Worship and provided music leadership at the evening worship services. 
   We are fortunate that Jennifer is available to continue the music programs so 
lovingly handled by Elysa for many years. Please take time to congratulate our newest 
employee! 
   



Fellowship
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Deborah Circle

DEBORAH CIRCLE will be meeting on September 13TH @ 12:30 PM in Fellowship Hall, 
Room #106.  We will not be sharing any food together, at this time. Our speaker is 

Fran Wasserman, of the Baby Bureau which provides baby clothing and items to new 
Mothers in the Philadelphia, Montgomery, and Bucks County area. We will be sending 

out information to those members via email regarding this speaker.
Please call Jean or Gail, if you have any questions or need more information.

Susanna Wesley Circle

 The Susannah Wesley Circle will hold their annual kick-off dinner on Thursday, 
September 23 at 6pm. We have moved locations to the Plains Park Pavilion, 50 Orvilla 
Rd, Lansdale, PA 19446. The Plains Mennonite Pavilion is a covered open air pavilion 

with picnic tables and a restroom. Please bring your dinner and a beverage along with 
a mask and light jacket if needed. Please RSVP by September 15 using the Sign-up 

Genius Link or call Church office 215-855-1643. If you have never attended a 
Susannah Wesley Circle Meeting, this dinner is a great way to meet new people.  

Please feel free to invite a friend. 
Hope you can attend!

Stitching Sisters

Stitching Sisters project for the fall will be Seamen's Church 
Institute Christmas at Sea program. You can read more about 
this program at 
seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea. 

If you would like to help, please find the requested knitting or 
crocheting patterns at 
seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications.

Our next meeting will be on September 9th from 10am-noon at the church.

   

   

   

Kaleidoscope book group
The Kaleidoscope book group will be meeting in Fischer's Park at 12:30 through the 
Fall. We Welcome all that would like to Join us. We not only read and discuss books 

weekly we spend time in fellowship and prayer. We are currently reading "The Woman 
In The Window" by A.J. Finn. And we will be reading " The Rose Code" by Kate Quinn 
next. Please feel free to contact Becky at 215-896-4964 with any questions (please 

leave a message and I will call you back).

https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/
https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/


Sunday School
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We're gearing up for Sunday school for the fall! We encourage everyone to participate 
in one of our options for adults.

Bible study class: lead by Ken Willey
● The class members choose the book of the Bible they will be reading.
● Participants are multigenerational, which brings a unique perspective to 

our open discussion around the chapters read each week.

Open Forum: lead by Judi Plummer
● This group generally studies video series by Andy Stanley, Adam 

Hamilton, Jim Cymbala and other pastors.

The Reichley class: A team of teachers leads this class
● This is a traditional class, opening each week with hymns. 
● Lessons are Biblically-based, relating scripture to our daily lives. 

For details about each of these offerings, watch the Monday Rundown and Friday 
Reminder e-mails  If you're not on the mailing list for these communications, please 

contact the church office secretary@cumclansdale.org or 215.855.1643.

★ Fall Sunday Children's Sunday School classes will begin on Sunday, September 
12th at 9:45 AM

★ Children's worship will begin on Sunday, September 12th 
during the 11 AM worship service. Children 4 years 
through 5th grade start with their families in the 
sanctuary and are invited back to a children's worship 
experience before the scripture reading in the 11 AM 
service. Children will have the opportunity to pray, read 
from the Bible, and hear a children's message. They can 
be picked up in the children's worship classroom after 
the service is over. **New this year, the children will 
return to their families in the sanctuary for communion 
on the first Sundays of the month and then remain in 
the sanctuary for the rest of the service on those days.

★ Additionally this year, all children 4 years through 6th grade are invited to stay 
after worship on the 4th Sunday of the month to eat lunch together, do crafts 
and play games.

  



Youth Choir - 7th-12th grade singing choir - Wednesdays at 6pm. 
Director Jen Hopple jen.hopple@cumclansdale.org

Agape Ringers - 7th-12th grade handbell choir - Wednesdays at 7pm
Director Elysa Dalbow elysa.dalbow@cumclansdale.org

Music Groups

Gloria Dei Ringers - Advanced adult handbell choir - Tuesdays at 6:30pm
Director Miki Chelton miki.chelton@cumclansdale.org

Alleluia Ringers - Adult handbell choir - Wednesdays at 6pm
Director Steph Shuey derblaueaffe@gmail.com

Chancel Choir - Adult singing choir - Wednesdays at 7pm
Director Miki Chelton miki.chelton@cumclansdale.org

Fish Food - Praise Band - Thursdays at 7:30pm
Director Jen Hopple jen.hopple@cumclansdale.org

Laudate Ringers - Adult chime choir - Fridays at 9:30am
Director Sherry Harris sherry.harris@cumclansdale.org
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Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 6:15 pm. First practice is on 
September 8th. 

Jesus Jammerz - For kids Kindergarten-2nd grade. 
They use body percussion, percussion instruments, and movements 
to express the music they are jamming to. No singing is done in this 
ensemble.

Melody Chimes - For kids 3rd-6th grade. Children do not need to read music to ring 
Melody Chimes.

Our children's choirs will NOT be meeting in the fall - Precious Angels, Cherub Choir 
and Carol Choir 

To sign up, please go to www.cumclansdale.org under Events & Sign-ups then 
Children Ministries Registration.
 

 

Youth and Adult Music Program start the week of September 7th. 
Please contact the Directors if you are interested in joining. 

http://www.cumclansdale.org


Mission of the Month
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Crop Hunger Walk

Our September Mission of the Month is to support The Crop Hunger Walk.  Our church 
has supported this mission for many years. This program is organized by Church 
World Service to work with communities, both locally and overseas to determine the 
best solution to the challenges, like hunger and poverty that are rampant in our world 
and escalating in the current economic conditions.

On October 10th, the North Penn Area Crop Hunger Walk will be held to show our love 
and active concern for neighbors in need near and far. Due to COVID 19, the 2021 
North Penn/Lansdale CROP Walk will be held virtually this year!

So, there are new instructions on how to participate. Walkers can participate in the 
5-mile walk any time between Sunday, October 10 and Saturday, October 16, 2021!  
This week was picked for the virtual walk because October 16 is World Hunger Day. 

Registration should be open below: 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/lansdalepa

As for donations, you can pledge an amount and get others to pledge to support you.  
As always at Christ United Methodist Church, you can give a donation to the 
September Mission of the Month. All funds collected in the month of September will go 
to support the CROP Hunger Walk 2021.

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/lansdalepa


Announcement
Lancaster Trip

It all began in 1991 when 30 people carpooled. We went to a farmers market and 
shops in Morgantown. Then we went to an Amish farm near Morgantown for a delicious 
home cooked meal. We visited the animals in the barn after the meal. 

My love for Lancaster County began in the 40’s when my parents would take a 
Sunday afternoon ride to Lancaster County to see the beautiful scenery. This was before 
tourism and commercial places.

After 1991, I began to charter a Perkiomen Tours coach and we visited various 
attractions and ate at local restaurants. Later I chose to use Hagey tours.

In 1997, Kevin and I met Jessie and Sadie Esh. She and her family were so willing 
to make a meal in their home for us. Some of you may remember when we ate in their 
living room, dining room and sewing room areas.

Over the years their family grew to 10 children.  They were all always so anxious 
to fellowship with us. We could visit Jessie’s shop and showroom.

In later years the meal was moved to the spacious lower level. Some of the 
married children and grandchildren were present. 

We always looked forward to the wonderful meal and their singing for us, and 
joining them in singing “Amazing Grace”. How memorable!

Over the years we visited many interesting places. Remember going to the top of 
the silo at Kreider Farms, riding the Strasburg Train, Ephrata Cloisters, National 
Christmas Museum, Landis Valley Museum, Lancaster City Central Farmers Market, 
Groffdale Meadow Dairy and Cheese Shop, Rockford Plantation, Sturgis Pretzel and the 
Movarian Church in Lititz. These are just a few of the many places we saw. What is your 
special remembrance?

And remember, several years ago, when 40 Amish youth came to Christ UMChurch 
and presented a vocal musical program for us, in a filled sanctuary - something we will 
always remember.

As most of you know, Hagey Tours closed in October 2020.  How our lives have 
changed with COVID. Because of COVID I was not able to schedule a trip for 2020 and 
2021. 

I have researched several tour companies, but their terms are not feasible. So, it is 
the end of an era for my trips, and what special trips we had over many years. 

Do take the challenge and time to explore Lancaster County on your own. There is 
so much to see, especially on the backroads. 

Many thanks to all who joined in our “Day To Lancaster”.

Sincerely,
        Gloria Woodland
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Happenings
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Rise Against Hunger

     The May 2021 Mission of the Month was for Rise against Hunger. Their mission is 
to end hunger in our lifetime by providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s 
most vulnerable and creating a global commitment to mobilize the necessary 
resources.  
     The Mission Committee is excited about hosting our third Rise against Hunger meal 
packaging event on Saturday, September 25th from 10 AM to 12 PM. The first was in 
December 2018. Maybe some of you participated and saw firsthand the amazing way 
volunteers are organized to put together the nourishing meals that were sent all over 
the world. Our second event was in September 2020 where over 11,000 meals where 
packed with 20 volunteers with strict COVID precautions.
     The money we raised in May will fund this event. Our goal was to raise about 
$3500 (donations were $4277) which will make over 12,575 meals. You will see very 
soon a sign-up for the event where you can volunteer. As it is now, we will be 
observing all COVID protocols and hoping that we can have 30+ or more  people. As 
well we will need about 10 volunteers to help unload the truck and set up the room as 
well as clean up after the event. Ultimately, our hope is to make a difference in the 
lives of hungry people all over the globe. This is especially critical since the COVID 
pandemic has only exacerbated food shortages and food insecurity.

     We would love to have you join us.Thank you

 

Annual Christmas Market

The Annual Christmas Market will be on Saturday, 
November 20. Are you or a friend a crafter? Or, would 
you like to sell Christmas Decorations or items? If so, 
please contact Gloria Woodland (215-855-1643) to 
reserve a table. The event will be held in Fellowship 
Hall from 9am to 2pm. An 8ft table is available for $15. 
We set up on Friday, November 19th. Table proceeds 
(less newspaper advertisement) will be given to the 
Youth Mission Trip Fund.

 



Financial Report
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1020 S. Valley Forge Rd
Lansdale, PA 19446
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