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Greetings! We are in a season of anticipation as change is occurring all around us. As nature
itself dons its new color and new life abounds, we are encouraged as a season of isolation and
pandemic seems to be coming to a close. A lot has changed over the past few weeks regarding
statements made by the Pennsylvania Governor’s Office as well as the CDC. These statements bring
with them a sense of relief as it seems that we are moving in a positive direction towards a normality
that we have not felt in well over a year.

While we understand and agree with the science behind these statements, we need to
determine how best to utilize them in our context. These most recent statements place a large
responsibility on local businesses, groups, and organizations to continue with or create new policies
and procedures to keep their staff and those they serve safe. Please understand that these are not easy
decisions and the church volunteers and staff have spent countless hours over the past year evaluating
what we do as a church every step of the way.

The CDC’s newest statement is that those who are fully vaccinated (completed their vaccine
treatments and are over two weeks out) may begin to resume pre-pandemic activities unmasked. The
CDC has also stated that there are exceptions to this “where [masks are] required by federal, state,
local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and regulations, including local business and workplace
guidance.”

As a church, we are unique to other organizations and groups. We congregate on a regular
basis for roughly an hour each week per service. In our worship services we have representation of
every age and generation. We are a social people and much of what we do in worship is developed
around this social aspect of who we are. We pray together in unison, we offer responses to one
another, and we sing praises as one voice. This is what has made this pandemic so difficult for us as
we have had to limit these types of activities for the safety of all who worship with us.

While the CDC’s statement does show that vaccinated people are less at risk, there are still
those within our congregation who are not vaccinated. Some have chosen not to receive the
vaccination, some are unable to due to medical reasons, and some do not have a choice because it is
not available to them - specifically our children.

Another vital piece to be considered is that music is a large portion of our church’s identity.
This church has a very extensive music program and music in various forms is seen as being essential
to our worship. While current research is ongoing and evolving about music and the spread of the
COVID virus, the most up-to-date, music-specific research still states that singing is a “high
exhalation and aerosol producing activity” and the safest way to sing in a large group is to remain
masked (COVID Study by an International Coalition led by Performing Arts Organizations reported
by NFHS, April 30, 2021).

The Reopening Task Force has taken all of these factors into account and are setting forth the
following policies to help keep all who enter our doors as safe as possible, especially those who are
most at risk:



Sunday Morning Worship (8:30am & 11:00am)
•   Effective immediately - temperature checks will no longer be required upon entrance to the

church building for worship. A thermometer will still be available for individuals to request their
temperature be taken.

•   Effective Sunday, June 6 - we will no longer have weekly registration for our Sunday morning
services and the number of worship participants will not be restricted in keeping with changes in
PA guidance. A list of attendees will be maintained for contact tracing and statistical purposes.

•   Social distanced seating will be available in the area under the balcony. Every other pew will be
available for those who wish to maintain social distancing. The rest of the main part of the
sanctuary will be open.

•   Masking will still be required by all persons inside before, during and following the service,
unless for medical reasons. This will allow us to increase our numbers in worship and help keep
our most vulnerable populations safe, while still maintaining the responsive and musical aspects
of the service. This is in keeping with current (May 14, 2021) recommendations from the Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church.

Outdoor Worship
•   Effective Immediately - once located in worship areas, fully vaccinated worshipers may remove

their masks if they wish.
•   Seating will still be arranged in our standard fashion.

Indoor Groups
•   Small groups with 10 members or less who are all vaccinated, may discuss the comfort level of

participants of wearing masks indoors. If agreed upon within the group, participants may remove
their masks if they so choose.

•   Groups larger than 10 people will need to remain masked while indoors. This number will be
reevaluated in June.

•   Food is still not permitted indoors at this time.
Outdoor Groups

•   Vaccinated members of groups of any size meeting outside may remove their masks at the
discretion of the individual.

•   Food will be permitted outside. Food is not to be shared unless it is purchased individually
wrapped.

Other Building Use
•   Masks will be required when entering the office area to help keep our staff safe.
•   Masks are required in the Preschool wing of the church building at all times to protect our

children. The Preschool staff will continue to be masked at all times regardless of vaccination
status.

•   While in the building and not in contact with others, fully vaccinated staff and volunteers may
remove their masks. Please put masks on when interacting with others within the building when
unsure of their vaccine status.

Please note that we are constantly monitoring changes to guidance, recommendations from
multiple sources, vaccine availability, percentage of vaccinated people, and number of cases in our
area. We will reevaluate our procedures accordingly. If you have any questions or would like to
discuss these changes in more detail, please contact me directly. Thank you for your support,
understanding, and your prayers as together we discern the best course of action for our church. May
God bless you.

Rev. Zachary Hopple


