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Christ United Methodist Church 
1020 S. Valley Forge Rd.  

Lansdale, PA 19446 

Christ Evangel 

Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
Saturday, February 8th  

                                        4:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

All-You-Can-Eat! Spaghetti with homemade meatballs and sauce, rolls and butter, 

garden salad, beverages, and dessert. (Gluten-Free spaghetti and meatballs available 

upon request.) 

Ticket Sales and Advance Reservations until Sunday, February 2nd. 

(Early bird pricing available.) 

Free Babysitting (4th grade and under, from 4-6pm) and Take-Out 

Meals are also available! 

Proceeds benefit the Christ United Methodist Church Youth Mission 

Trip for 2020. 



2 

Retirement Announcement 

Dear Members and Friends of Christ UMC, 

On Sunday, January 12, I announced to the congregation that I would be retiring at the end of 

June this year. A new senior pastor will be appointed to Christ UMC by Bishop Peggy Johnson, 

effective July 1.  

I am choosing to retire now primarily because of growing needs in our family. My father turned 97 

in January and requires more attention. Pam’s mother has dementia and the burden on Pam for 

her mother’s care keeps increasing. 

We are buying a house in Douglassville near Pam’s mother, which will also put us an hour closer to 

my Dad in Lancaster. 

I want to add that the timing of my retirement does not have anything to do with the coming 

General Conference of the United Methodist Church. And Pam and I would like to reassure you 

that we have no personal health issues that are pushing us toward retirement! 

I have loved being your pastor and wish our time together could be longer. You are a wonderful 

congregation. It has been a real privilege to be your pastor through these four years of capital 

renovations and expansion. You are on a great path of transforming lives in the love of Jesus 

Christ, making disciples, growing disciples, and serving others.  

May God bless you as you seek to “See All the People” and embody the love of Christ for them. 

-Gary and Pam 

How Can Our Hands and Feet Ministry Help You? 

Dear Christ UMC family, 

What needs do you have around your house that we can help to fill?  

Sometimes it's hard to give in and ask for help, but we have assembled a team of people who are 

eager to help you with a variety of small projects. 

We'd love to hear from you. Please contact the church office, or complete a blue Connect card 

(found in the pew racks) with your request and contact info. 

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes 

through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do 

good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are 

the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 

            - Teresa of Avila  
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February Mission of the Month 
The February MOTM is Rise against Hunger. Their mission is to end hunger, in our lifetime, by 

providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable and creating a global 

commitment to mobilize the necessary resources.   

The Mission Committee is excited about hosting our second Rise 

against Hunger meal packaging event on Saturday, March 14 

from 10am to 12pm. The first was in December, 2018.  Maybe 

some of you participated and saw firsthand the amazing way 

volunteers are organized to put together the nourishing meals 

that were sent all over the world.   

The money that we raise in February will fund this event. Our minimum goal is to raise $3400 

which will make 10,000 meals. In order to volunteer, you must first sign-up online (http://

events.riseagainsthunger.org/Lansdale). We will have a table in the lobby in the coming weeks so 

you can sign-up. There is a job for everyone, no matter your age or skill level. We especially need 

volunteers to help setup and cleanup, which requires some heavy lifting. Strong backs are needed 

and welcome! For everyone’s safety, children must be accompanied by a parent.   

We are also going to open this event to our community. Our hope is to engage our community, 

and our congregation, so that, together, we can make a difference in the lives of hungry people all 

over the globe. 

Don’t let donning a hairnet deter you!  Join us and give generously! 

 Boxtops for Education  

Thank you to all who have been saving Boxtops for Education, located on General Mills cereals, 

Annie’s, Lysol, Nature Valley, Paper Mate, Pillsbury, Totino’s, Yoplait, and other brands. In the past 

year we collected 907 labels, which we donated to the school at Red Bird Mission, a United 

Methodist Mission in Kentucky. Red Bird was able to redeem these labels for $90.70 in equipment for 

their school. 

Please continue clipping the traditional Boxtops as you find them on the above products. Note each 

coupon has an expiration date. Please bring your Boxtops to the collection basket in the narthex as 

soon as you are able so Red Bird can redeem these Boxtops and receive much-needed equipment 

before the expiration date. 

New Boxtops Procedure on Some Products: In recent months the Boxtops program has also begun a 

“No More Clipping” coupon on some of the participating products. Please do NOT bring the “No 

More Clipping” coupons to Christ Church. You will need to scan your store register receipt directly in 

order for Red Bird to receive credit. You can learn how to do this by going to http://www.BTFE.COM. 

Thank you for your continued support of Red Bird Mission! 
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Join Us! 

On Saturday, February 22 (snow date is Feb. 29), the Susannah Wesley Circle is 

going “on the road” as we travel to Deb Rotelle’s Living Streams Ranch. Deb will 

give us a tour, beginning at 1:00 and ending at 2:30 following a brief prayer 

time around her special outdoor cross. The ranch is located at 2375 Schukraft 

Road, Quakertown, PA 18951. It’s approximately a half hour drive from the 

church. Carpooling from the church can be arranged. The online sign-up can be 

found on the church’s webpage, under “Events & Sign Ups”. 

We would love to have you join us on our “field trip!”  If you have any questions, please contact 

Nadene Stauffer (nstauffer@verizon.net) or Suzanne Williams (slwmusic@gmail.com). 

Come in out of the cold and join 

Christ UMC’s Friendly Seniors (adults 

50+) for a dessert buffet and 

travelogue on Wednesday, February 

19, beginning at 12:30 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall! John and Nancy 

Shane will share pictures and 

personal stories from their recent 

trip to Iceland. Come hear about this 

small, historic, and unique island 

country which has become one of 

the most popular tourist 

destinations in recent years! 

All are welcome. Why not invite a 

friend? A sign-up is located at the 

kiosk in the church lobby. Please 

indicate if you are able to bring a 

desert to share. See you there! 

Monday, February 10 | 11:30am | Fellowship Hall 

View vintage valentines and learn about 

scherenschnitte (scissor cutting). Bring a sandwich or 

salad; dessert will be provided. 

Wednesday Night Meals in February 

Our Wednesday night meals have been a huge hit 

for many, and we hope you will join us for the great 

food and fellowship! Food is available in Fellowship 

Hall from 5-6:30pm.  

Would you be willing to donate a main dish that 

could feed 30 people? If so, please contact Pastor 

Tawny, and she can put you on the schedule for the 

upcoming months. We can freeze a few meals at a 

time, and thaw them as needed, but we don’t have 

room for 15 frozen meals in the church kitchen! Chid 

friendly meals are encouraged, but you can be as 

creative as you like. Vegetables and desserts will be 

added as needed. Repeats are fine as well! 

Thank you to everyone who has helped provide 

items for the meals already! 



5 

Join Us! 

Dates for upcoming events sponsored by your care ministry: 

 

Our next 13 week GriefShare program begins on Wednesday, April 1st. Each 

session runs for two hours. We meet in the Reichley Room, room #123. See our 

website, www.cumclansdale.org, to register. If you have a friend or family 

member who could benefit from a grief support group, please extend an 

invitation. 

 

 

Healthy Steps in Motion:  

Mondays, April 6 through June 1st (no class on Memorial Day) 

This class is designed for adults aged 50 and older. Its focus: 

ο Building body strength 

ο Increasing flexibility 

ο Improving balance 

Each session is one hour. Exercise bands are provided-no towels or mats needed. 

Maximum class size is 15. Look for a sign-up sheet in March. 

 

 

CarFit 

On April 21, from 1 to 3pm, we'll be offering appointments for CarFit, an educational program that 

offers older adults the opportunity to check how well their personal vehicles "fit" them. 

At a CarFit event, a team of trained technicians, and/or health professionals, work with each 

participant to ensure they "fit" their vehicle properly for maximum comfort and 

safety. A CarFit check takes approximately 20 minutes to complete. Look for a 

sign-up sheet in March. 
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Christ UMC’s Women’s Retreat 
When: Saturday morning, April 25th- Sunday afternoon, April 26th 

Where: Innabah Camp and Retreat Center – Spring City, PA  

Cost: $75 for the overnight or approximately $40 for the day  

COST SHOULD NOT DEFER ANYONE 

All women of Christ UMC are welcome to attend a weekend of rest and renewal at camp Innabah in 

Spring City, PA.  This weekend is a way to foster fellowship among the women of the church and a 

deeper connection with God. The theme of the retreat will be Listening for God’s Voice.  

The total cost of the retreat, including lodging and meals, will be $75. In order to make the retreat 

affordable, the sleeping accommodations will be bunk style sleeping with shared bathrooms. 

Because we need to have a commitment of at least 8 people, please register online and make a 

deposit of $50, which is due by February 7th. Please provide a check made out to Christ UMC with 

“women’s retreat” in the memo line. If cost is an issue please see Pastor Tawny.   

If you cannot come for the weekend, please register online for the day on Saturday for numerous 

opportunities for bible study, fellowship, outdoor activities, worship services, and more!   

If you have any questions about the retreat, please 

contact Pastor Tawny. 

Sign-Up: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSd6miamWOK2egMj7JVxoun7jfTYZFoZ-

C6fRopRHHWPL1qpRA/viewform?usp=sf_link  

Join Us! 

Volunteer Opportunity at Christ UMC 

We currently have openings available for volunteers (adults and older youth) who would like to serve 

our church as an usher at the 11:00am Sunday Service. No experience is 

necessary – we will train.  Each of our ushers serves for one or two months out of 

each year – your choice of months. This important ministry provides an 

opportunity to meet and greet our guests and visitors while serving the 

congregation at Sunday morning worship services. 

If you are interested in serving as an usher or have any questions, please contact 

Phil Woodruff (610-584-8595) or call the church office at 215-855-1643. 
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Announcements 

Dear CUMC Congregation, 

We would like to thank you for all of your kindness and generosity this past 

holiday season. Your monetary donations, gifts and baked goodies are truly 

appreciated! We are so grateful to have such thoughtful and wonderful 

parishioners. 

Many Blessings, 

CUMC Pastors and Staff 

Send your child to Church Camp! 

Are you making summer plans yet? Your pastors hope you will look at how summer camp might fit 

into your plans for your children and youth! Camp is an amazing opportunity to get outside, unplug 

from technology, learn social skills, and grow more independent. But more than all of that, we want 

them to experience Christ in a personal way. Camp isn’t just for children. There are weeks for kids up 

through graduation! Did you know that a week at church camp is equal to a year in Sunday school?! 

Church camp is such a transforming experience! If you don’t have camp-age kids of your own, talk 

to your neighbors, grandchildren, nieces and nephews! 

With 4 camps in our conference, you will certainly find a program and a week that fits your busy 

schedule! Camp scholarships, covering 50% of the cost, are available for any child who needs it. And 

because children are often nervous about going alone, we will also give scholarships to their friends 

to help make it affordable for their families too! 

Pick up a brochure in the lobby or go online to find out 

more information today! 

Camp Innabah: https://www.innabah.org/ 

Gretna Glen: http://www.gretnaglen.org/ 

Pocono Plateau: http://www.poconoplateau.org/ 

Carson Simpson Farm: http://www.csfarm.org/ 

You can also get involved by giving to the church scholarship fund. Simply write the check to Christ 

UMC and put “camp scholarship” in the memo line. You can volunteer to serve as a camp counselor 

or go during the off season and help prepare the camp for its many guests! If you are interested in a 

scholarship, please contact the church office. 
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February Volunteers 

Lay Readers 

 8:30am  11:00am 

2 Carol Welte 

9 Suzanne Williams Judy Yoder 

16 Terrence Hamill 

23 Jill Benchouk  Joanne Montana 

Ushers 

8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer, John 

Sullivan, and Sharon Moran. 

11:00am Glenn McCrea, Al Scott, Scott Blissman, Barb 

Gingrich, and Geneane Yourl.  

Captain: Dave Williams 

Sound Technicians 

 8:30am    11:00am 

2 Bill Schaefer      Steph Shuey 

9 Steve Fallows    Andrew Guenther 

16 Chet Coupe    Nick Hill 

23 Ryan Fealy    Erich Greiner 

Greeters 

 8:30am         11:00am 

2    Jim & Liz Zearfoss        Barlick Family 

9    Suzanne Williams/Marge Kramer       Nancy Shane/ Arlene Lukens 

16  Bill & Sue Weir         Joanne Montana 

23             Flo Kalin/Virginia Hare 

Flowers 

2   Allison King 

9  Allison King  

16  Jean Davis/Christine Rizol 

23  Judi & Greg Plummer/Allison King 

     Nursery Volunteers 

 8:30     9:45    11:00    

2 Wendy Clemmer/Kendra Jennis Melissa Sesi   Greg Plummer/ 

9 Liz Zearfoss/B. or E. Geesaman Yoshimi Weir   Alice Neil/Diane Bresser 

16 Kristi Weatherwax   Alicia Sehn     Anne Marie Legates/Brian Hadka 

23 Anna Shelton    Becky Wagner   Julie Arnold/ 

Children’s Worship 

2   Anne Marie Legates/ 

9 Kathy Barlick/ 

16 Tina Hooper/Janellen Reid 

23 Jean Davis/Carolyn Hadka 
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We are going on a FROZEN adventure to find 

the King’s Armor!  
This year’s VBS will run from July 13-17th!  

Our VBS is open to all children age 4 (by September 1, 2019) thru completed sixth grade.  

This year, we will again have 2 different times to reach our community during the same week. We will 

need volunteers in the morning and the evening to make this happen! 

 

WAYS YOU CAN SERVE: 

Crew Leaders: These leaders shepherd our explorers safely between stations. Because of their con-

stant interaction, they will likely form the strongest bond with the kids. They also assist the station 

leaders as needed. We need crew leaders for both preschool and elementary school students. 

(Morning or evening) 

Elementary and Preschool Station Leaders and Assistants: We need adults to lead and assist in 

each of our different areas: recreation, Bible story, music, and crafts. (Morning or evening) 

Nursery Childcare Volunteer: We need volunteers to serve in our nursery in the morning to care for 

the children, of our volunteers, that are too young to participate! (Morning only) 

Refreshment Team: We need a morning team that will help get our snacks out to our explorers on 

time so that they have energy to enjoy the rest of their day! (Morning only) 

Evening Dinner Team: We need volunteers who can arrive early to help prepare the meal, as well as 

several volunteers who could come later in the evening to help clean up after our families! (Evening 

only) 

Assembly Team: We need an adult/s to work with our youth to 

prepare for the skits they will deliver each day. This work often 

occurs in the weeks leading up to VBS during practices and then 

at the start of VBS each day. 

 

ADDITIONAL ROLES: 

Registration Team: Can’t serve the whole time but want to help 

for a few minutes each day? We need a small group of people to 

help our kids register each morning/evening and get them safe-

ly back to their guardians each day. Could you arrive 15 minutes 

early for drop off and/or pick up? If so, this might be the team 

for you! This is mostly a seated role that is perfect for a person 

gifted in hospitality. 
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Picnic Crew: On Friday, we celebrate a great week of VBS with a picnic in the morning and an ice 

cream social in the evening. We need several teams of people to set up, serve, or clean up the picnic. 

Especially cleaning up the picnic! Many hands make light work! 

Floaters: Want to fill in as needed and try different leadership roles? Want to help Pastor Tawny re-

member all of the many details that make VBS run? Are you only available a day or two during the 

week? Be a floater! 

Office Help: Want to help but not able to be on your feet with our explorers? We always need vol-

unteers to answer phones and help in the office during the day throughout the week! 

Additional Set up and Tear Down: As we get closer, you will hear more about opportunities to help 

decorate and clean up before and after VBS. If you aren’t available the week of, please consider help-

ing out in this important role! No need to sign up yet! 

 

The best way to register is online at https://2020.cokesburyvbs.com/christumclansdale or you can 

register at the children’s kiosk in the lobby! 

Please pray over how God might be calling you to share your time and gifts with the children who 

will participate in this year’s VBS. It is amazing to see what God is doing in the lives of our children, 

and it is even more awesome that God wants US to be part of it! Please contact Pastor Tawny if there 

is an area you want to know more about! 

Be sure to invite your children, grandchildren, neighborhood children, and anyone else you know to 

come experience this an adventure, filled with knights, princesses, and dragons, as we hear Bible sto-

ries that impact our children’s lives, sing catchy songs, create cool crafts, play awesome games, and 

eat delicious and fun snacks. Registration will begin in March, but right now we are working on cre-

ating our volunteer teams so that we can serve our community fully! 


