
We are excited to offer a Trunk or Treat event again this year 
on October 24th from 4-5:30 PM. The rain date is Saturday, 
October 30th at the same time. Just like always, our children 
will get dressed up in their costumes and walk through the 

path of vehicles with all of their fun decorations.

In order to keep our families and volunteers safe, we are 
asking everyone (2 years and older) who is collecting candy 

and those unable to social distance to wear a face mask.  

We are also looking for folks to decorate their car and hand 
out candy or trinkets. Sign up here or www.cumclansdale.org 

under Events/Sign ups then click Upcoming Events.

Unable to set up a car? 
We will accept candy donations in the church office.

Or to take a shift at the church’s welcome table contact the 
office at secretary@cumclansdale.org or 215-855-1643.
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Sunday October 3rd, 2021
5pm Parking Lot

Scratch Kitchen Food Truck will be available to purchase food, the church will provide 
$10 vouchers to help defray costs (you will be responsible for costs over $10). 

You are also welcome to bring your own food. 
The Wise Guys will be performing, Bounce house for the kids, Crafts for all ages, 

Lawn games, Wagon rides (possibly), Campfire.
Bring your mask and your chair just in case, but tables and chairs will be provided. 

Park on the "Fellowship Hall" side of the parking lot 
(overflow parking available at Bank of America).

Christ UMC 6th Annual
Sunday, October 24th 

4-5:30pm 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBpQmLc75VLW4AveY2_gsjGv4kAHWpJmP_pmBDRMjA4oRYoQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.cumclansdale.org
https://www.fryscatering.com/scratch-kitchen-food-truck-1
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
A lot of things change in October. The leaves that started to change color last 

month are now turning vibrant shades of orange, red, and yellow. The air turns cool 
and crisp, and the sun is setting earlier and earlier each night. While the beauty of this 
world takes on a new look, not everything is as beautiful. This month also brings with 
it Halloween, a time that plays on fear and gore as tombstones, ghosts, and goblins 
adorn people’s homes and yards.

        Now don’t get me wrong, I am not condemning Halloween, nor am I promoting 
it. I am simply saying that it is during this time that people try to figure out just how 
gross and scary they can make their lives. Fear can do some pretty terrible things in 
our lives. It can paralyze us. It can give us an exorbitant amount of stress and anxiety 
which wreaks havoc on our bodies. It can stop us from doing the things that we need 
to do or the things that we want to do. Fear is necessary to a degree, to prevent us 
from doing things that can be harmful to us, but when that fear takes over, it 
becomes unhealthy.

        God tells us in Isaiah 41:10, “do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for 
I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 
victorious right hand” (NRSV). That is comforting to know that God will strengthen us 
and support us, even when things seem dark and bleak. When we find comfort in 
these words, we can not help but be at peace in God’s loving arms. As Jesus tells us in 
John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid” 
(NRSV). When we trust in God, we trust in his power, and we trust in the peace that 
he can give.

        My prayer for you is that this month will be filled with the beauty of God’s 
creation. I pray that you will find God’s peace in all you do. And that you will find 
comfort in God’s loving arms.

Rev. Zachary Hopple
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Wise Words from the “Welcome Ministry”

Connections-they make life sweet-our family, our friends, friends who become like 
family, our brothers and sisters in Christ. During the last 18 months, as the pandemic 

raged, our connections became more important than ever.
    How can I help? What does she need? Prayer requests frequently prompt questions 

like this-connection. A scheduled doctor's appointment-our volunteers step up to 
provide rides-connection. Several of our members have had recent 

surgeries-volunteers have provided delicious meals-connection. A pile of thoughtful 
cards after the death of a loved one-connection. A member shared how much she 
enjoyed watching the antics of one of our little ones , as she sat behind him during 

worship-she shared those antics with her coworkers-connection, and its ripple effects. 
A card, an e-mail, a text, a phone call-gestures that are so powerful, reminders that 

our church family remembers us, that we are important-connection.

Let's all do our part to keep our church family connected.

Philippians 2:1-3
Christ encourages you, and his love comforts you. God’s Spirit unites you, and you are 
concerned for others. Now make me completely happy! Live in harmony by showing 

love for each other. Be united in what you think, as if you were only one person.  
Don’t be jealous or proud, but be humble and consider others more important than 

yourselves.

   

Preparing for Paradise

Join us as attorney Jack Dooley of Dischell, Bartle and Dooley returns to talk to us 
about the nuts and bolts of preparing for paradise.

We'll learn about necessary documents:a will, a durable power of attorney, a living 
will. We'll hear about how to convey your wishes about your possessions.

This type of planning is important for all ages and stages of life.

We'll meet in the sanctuary at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, November 16th.
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Hands and Feet Ministry
Our hands and feet ministry is looking forward to returning to some kind of normal, 
which includes providing transportation to important appointments, and delivering 
meals after a hospital stay, the birth of a baby, or the death of a loved one. We need 
volunteers to make all of this happen. If you can help us as either a driver or by 
providing meals, please contact:

drivers:Barbara Gingrich        bgingrich1@gmail.com   
meal providers:Judy Yoder     jyoder247@gmail.com

Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are 
the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with 
which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the 
world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. Teresa of Avila

   

GriefShare

Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? We invite you to join us for the 
next 13-week cycle of GriefShare, beginning Wednesday, September 15th. We're 
hoping to meet in person-we will follow state and county guidelines and will 
meet virtually if necessary-from 2 to 4 PM. Participants will view 
each week's video on their own and complete daily exercises-
during our time together, we will discuss the video and the 
exercises.You will have the opportunity to share with others 
who are grieving, others who understand what you are going 
through.
You can register through our website-you'll find the link under 
events and signups. Registration fee is $20, which includes your 
copy of the GriefShare workbook. Scholarships are available.
You are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group at any session. Each is 
“self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will find 
encouragement and help whenever you begin. You will be able to continue with 
GriefShare through the next 13-week cycle and view any of the videos you have not 
seen.
Please invite those in your life who have experienced a loss to join us.

   
Caregiver’s Group

Are you are a caregiver, either in person or at a distance? This is a role 
that includes unique challenges. Please consider joining our caregivers 

support group-we meet the fourth Friday of each month at 11 AM. 
Watch the Monday Rundown and Friday Reminder for details regarding 

how and where we will meet.



Kaleidoscope Book Group
The Kaleidoscope book group will be meeting in Fischer's Park at 12:30 through the 
Fall. We welcome all that would like to Join us. We not only read and discuss books 

weekly, we spend time in fellowship and prayer. We are currently reading "The 
Woman In The Window" by A.J. Finn. And we will be reading " The Rose Code" by Kate 

Quinn next. Please feel free to contact Becky at 215-896-4964 with any questions 
(please leave a message and I will call you back).

Fellowship
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Susanna Wesley Circle
  The Susanna Wesley Circle will meet on Thursday, October 28, at 7:00 at the 

church.  Our guest speaker will be Fran Held, founder of Mitzvah Circle. Fran will 
give us updates on Mitzvah's new location in Norristown and how they are helping 
the increasing number families in need during the pandemic. Our circle supports 

Mitzvah with monetary and clothing donations, as well as volunteering in the 
warehouse each month.

    In addition to our speaker we will also have a brief devotion.  Please join us for 
an inspiring evening.  Questions can be directed to Nadene Stauffer 

(nstauffer@verizon.net) or Suzanne Williams (slwmusic@hotmail.com).

Stitching Sisters
Stitching Sisters project for the fall will be Seamen's Church 
Institute Christmas at Sea program. You can read more about 
this program at 
seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea. 

If you would like to help, please find the requested knitting or 
crocheting patterns at 
seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications.

We will meet on October 14th from 10:00am-noon at the church. 
Contact - Karen Fallows, kbfallows59@gmail.com

   

   

https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/
https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/
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CUMC Friendly Seniors 

This is your invitation to join the Friendly Seniors on Wednesday, October 20, as 
they travel to the Schwenkfelder Museum in Pennsburg. We will meet at the museum 
at 1:00 p.m. for a tour of their amazing facility! First, we will hear about 
Schwenkfelder origins and see some of their history preserved in the museum. 
Perhaps you’ve never heard about this small Protestant denomination? This is your 
opportunity to learn. But there’s so much more…

The museum holds several interesting collections. You’ll enjoy the rural life 
gallery, depicting life on the farms of southeastern PA from the 18th to early 20th 
century. Perhaps you’ll recognize some of the equipment? 

Remember the old Seipt barn from Freddy Hill? It was dismantled and moved to 
the Schwenkfelder Museum. You can view both levels of the barn without having to 
leave the museum. And best news: there are no stairs or ladders to climb! Everything 
in the museum is walker and wheelchair accessible!

The museum also displays smaller exhibits of curiosities, as well as displays of 
quilts and homemade clothing from the mid-20th century. Maybe you’ll most enjoy 
the exhibit of commercial items from colonial period to the 20th century. There you’ll 
see items from the various commercial enterprises, such as a butcher shop.

What a treasure trove awaits on this guided tour. Cost? A donation! Why not 
invite a friend to join you? Please contact Nancy Shane (njshane@yahoo.com) by 
Friday, October 15 if you plan to attend. NOTE: Masks required. Carpooling available.

Before                                        After
Cleaning of the Spire and Cupola



Mission of the Month
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                              Pennridge Fish

Our October Mission of the Month is Pennridge 
FISH. Pennridge FISH (Fellowship in Serving
Humanity) is a group that serves those in need in
the Pennridge community. The organization serves
low-income households with food, clothing, and
emergency financial assistance in an effort to
assist in the alleviation of hunger, poverty, and 
homelessness in the Pennridge School District. 

 Started in 1972, Pennridge FISH is a volunteer organization that seeks to help 
people from all walks of life. Whether they are facing the challenges of unemployment, 
disability, single-parenting, mental health problems, addiction recovery, 
homelessness, or aging on a fixed income, Pennridge FISH can provide food, clothing, 
or one-time payments to help make ends meet for these people in the community. 
The organization is rooted within Christian traditions, but offers help to people of 
every race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, 
sexual orientation, and marital or family status.

In addition to their typical services, Pennridge FISH also provides special, 
seasonal assistance at certain times of year. In August, many families benefit from 
receiving school bags and supplies as they start to send their students back to school. 
Around Christmas, FISH helps those in need get food, toys, and gifts so that everyone 
can celebrate the holiday season.

The mission committee thanks you for your generous support of our October 
mission of the month, and of the families in need in our own backyard.

                                                    Calendar Highlights 
10/1 Laity Academy (Virtual-10/1-10/3) 10/7  Fish Food* 

Laudate Ringers* 10/8  Laudate Ringers*
10/3 Church Picnic 10/11 Deborah Circle
10/4 Disciples I* (Virtual) 10/12 Finance Meeting - Budget

Re Opening Task Force Meeting 10/13 Endowment Meeting
10/5 Men’s Reading Group* (Hybrid) 10/14 Stitching Sisters

Intro to Old Testament Starts*  Trustees Meeting
Kaleidoscope Group* 10/18 Books Between Friends (Hybrid)
Gloria Dei Ringers*  Re Opening Task Force Meeting
Finance Meeting 10/19 Evening Fellowship  
Jazz Group Rehearsal*  Finance Meeting (Hybrid)

10/6 Grief Share* 10/22 Caregivers Group 
Melody Chimes/Jesus Jammerz* 10/24 Trunk or Treat
Alleluia Ringers/Youth Choir* 10/26 Church Council Meeting (Hybrid)
Chancel Choir/Agape Bells* 10/28 Susannah Wesley Circle

* Denotes Weekly meeting    Note: All meetings are subject to change.

   

https://pennridgefish.org/
https://pennridgefish.org/
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Indigenous People’s Day or Columbus Day?

On my laptop calendar, October 11 indicates Columbus Day, a federal holiday that 
commemorates the landing of Christopher Columbus on American soil. Celebrated as the great 
discovery of the New World by a hero of the fifteenth century. 

Shortly thereafter, the Doctrine of Discovery was declared by the greatest world power of the 
time, the Pope. According to this doctrine, any territory that was discovered and not inhabited by 
Christians, was considered vacant and therefore truly “discovered”. Of course millions of 
Indigenous People lived all across the Americas, but they were regarded as sub human and had no 
rights.

Initially the new arrivals and the Natives lived together peaceably, but the differences in 
culture, especially related to land use, soon caused disagreement and strife. The Natives saw the 
land as a common good to be used by all, but the Europeans saw land as property to be owned to 
the exclusion of others. The settlers also viewed the natives as heathens, primitive and uncultured.

As a result of that conflict, and with more and more Europeans migrating to America, Native 
Americans were misused, abused and killed. At first promises were made, Treaties were signed but 
most were not honored. Any attempts at resistance or violent revenge were met with even greater 
violence and death. The First Nations as they now often call themselves, had their lands, their 
customs and their very way of life taken from them. 

In the 18th and 19th century with the help of the US government, they were restricted to 
Reservations, many of the children were taken and shipped to far away locations to be raised away 
from their family and native culture. Some of our own Methodist preachers of that time were 
involved in that injustice.

The arrival of Columbus and subsequent Immigrants is not a memory America’s Indigenous 
People care to celebrate. To them it represents a long history of conflict and abuse, broken 
promises and broken treaties, the loss of their lands and their way of life. Many would like to see 
this day as a celebration of the survival and rebirth of their Native culture.

Since 1977 there has been a movement to dedicate this day to the Indigenous people of the 
Americas and to declare this day to be Indigenous People’s Day. Several states and many cities 
across this country have already done so. 

This letter is admittedly a very inadequate overview of the history behind the Columbus 
Day/Indigenous People’s Day celebration. You can find more information here:

Rethinking How We Celebrate American History - Indigenous People’s Day. 
smithsonianmag.com

Doctrine of Discovery
The Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery
A Biblical Reflection
ucc.org/home/racial justice/Doctrine of Discovery

Ineke McCrea
CUMC Representative for Native American Ministries Representative

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/national-museum-american-indian/2020/10/12/indigenous-peoples-day-updated2020/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/justice/faithful-action-ministries/racial-justice/justice_racism_doctrine-of-discovery/
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Annual Christmas Market

Mark your calendars for November 20th, the annual Christmas 
Market is back. This will a good time to start your Christmas 

shopping.  We will have a wide variety of crafts, local honey, soy 
candles, Lancaster Company Produce and more.
More information to come in the coming weeks.

NGA Ingathering – Donation Request

   This year’s Ingathering will be held on Monday,
   October 25.  In preparation for this event, they
   are requesting donations of new clothing (all

 sizes from Infant to Men and Women), Toiletry items, diapers, household linens, etc.  
Our Church, for many years, has joined other local churches in contributing so 
generously to this organization whose volunteers sort and distribute the donations to 
local charities including: Abington Health Children’s Clinic in Lansdale, Maternity Care 
Coalition in Doylestown, Methodist Services and Simpson House in Philadelphia.  
A table and drop off bin will be set up in the Narthex beginning September 20 through 
October 24 for your donations.  Please include your name on the donation clipboard.  
Monetary donations are also welcome and can be dropped off in the Church office.  
Checks can be made out to NGA.  

I will be happy to pick up your donation, if that is more convenient for you, or you can 
drop it off at my home.  My contact information is:  BLKK1@comcast.net or the 
Church Office, 215-855-1643.

 

College Boxes

If you have a college student or family member in the 
military please email their address to the church office 

(secretary@cumclansdale.org) and/or email it to me directly 
(plummergjmc@yahoo.com). We send every student and 

military personnel from our church family a box of goodies, 
even if they are living at home and going to college. You just 

must tell us their address by Oct 31st. We will be packing 
boxes November 7th. THANK YOU SO MUCH!  I know our 
students and military personnel love getting these treats 

from their church family.  Thanks, Judi Plummer. 
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Missions at Work

 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to 
help pack 12,528 meals to be shipped to 

either Haiti by the end of the month, 
or Uganda by the end of next month. 

Thank you to all who helped make this day possible. 

A special thank you to our Mission Committee for 
arranging this event.

Food Drive for Manna 
Every 4th Sunday of the Month

 

Blood Drive on September 10, 2021
22 Pints donated which saved 66 lives.

Next Blood Drive 
Tuesday, November 23 from 9am to 7pm

Register at www.redcross.org 

http://www.redcross.org
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