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Sunday, October 10th, all the cleaning buckets were assembled 
by the Youth Group! The 48 buckets are scheduled for delivery to the 
Lehigh Valley Outreach Center on Nov. 2nd (the outreach center is only 
open on Tuesdays and Saturdays, and Nov 2nd is the next available day 
that I am free to deliver them…). Right now it looks like Terence will be 
able to accompany me on the delivery to help unload the buckets!

Of the $2192 collected for the Mission of the Month, $1901 was utilized to purchase the 
items for the 48 cleaning buckets (that’s less $40 per bucket thanks to Frank Ross’s ability to find 
the items at very low cost!) Part of the remaining $291 goes toward additional bucket costs ($3 for 
UMCOR supplied sponges and handling). The rest will go to UMCOR for the purchase of additional 
cleaning bucket supplies. There were a few left over items that will also be delivered to the Lehigh 
Valley Outreach Depot for inclusion in other buckets that they assemble!

The youth did a fantastic job assembling the buckets in less than 1/2 hour!
   

Thank you Christ United Methodist Church for donating to 
NGA - National Giving Alliance (Formerly Needlework Guild).  
So many of you donated to this worthwhile mission.  It was 
a wonderful experience to see how the Churches in our area 
pulled together to make this happen.  We filled the old JL 
Freed warehouse on Broad St. in Lansdale on Monday, 
October 25 and sorted over 13,000 items (new clothing - all 
sizes, diapers, toiletries, linens) and monetary donations to 
be distributed to local charities.

Thank you again for your support of this worthwhile mission.
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
I love this time of year. The leaves are finishing their colorful change as they 

drop to the ground, only to replenish the earth from which they are fed. The air is 
brisk, and blankets are encouraged as you snuggle up on the couch to watch a movie 
or read a good book as the nights are beginning earlier.

    Because of Thanksgiving, November is a month that is closely associated with 
the idea of being thankful. We are told to pause and give thanks for all that we have. 
However, Thanksgiving is one of those holidays that I have mixed emotions about. 
Don’t get me wrong, it is a wonderful holiday. It is a day usually filled with food and 
family and probably a nap or two. But why do we need a special day to remind us 
(and practically force us) to be thankful?

    Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” 
(NRSV). He cannot be more clear in what he wrote. Rejoice ALWAYS. Pray WITHOUT 
CEASING. Give thanks in ALL CIRCUMSTANCES. These are three things that are 
supposed to be a part of our lives every moment of every day.

    To rejoice is to show just how joyful we are. It is our way to express our 
appreciation for all that has happened to us, especially when it comes to 
acknowledging what God has done for us. What better way to express those feelings 
of joy to the God who made us and loves us than through prayer and thanksgiving? 
And this is to be done at all times, constantly, and regardless of what is going on in 
our lives. Are you struggling? Take comfort knowing that God loves you and is there 
by your side, and give thanks. Are you sick? Know that God is the one who heals and 
that we will have eternal life through Jesus, and give thanks. Are you lonely? Know 
that God says that he will never leave you or forsake you, and give thanks. Regardless 
of what we face, there is always a bright side to it. There is always a silver lining. God 
is God. Jesus loves us. The Holy Spirit is always with us. In the end, God wins and 
nothing that can happen in this world will ever change that fact.

    It is good to give thanks. But giving thanks should not be limited to only one 
day a year. It should be part of our everyday life. God has done so much for us. Every 
second that we have and every breath that we take is a gift from God. And for that we 
should rejoice.

Rev. Zachary Hopple
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Wise Words from the “Welcome Ministry”

On Sunday mornings, are you keeping a watchful eye for new faces? It's easy for them to get lost 
in the crowd-let's make an extra effort to make newcomers, both first time visitors and our 

members just coming back to in person worship, feel welcome.

   

   

Hands and Feet Ministry

Our hands and feet ministry is looking forward to returning to some kind of normal, which includes 
providing transportation to important appointments, and delivering meals after a hospital stay, the 
birth of a baby, or the death of a loved one. We need volunteers to make all of this happen. If you 
can help us as either a driver or by providing meals, please contact:

drivers:Barbara Gingrich        bgingrich1@gmail.com   
meal providers:Judy Yoder     jyoder247@gmail.com

Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes 
through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do 
good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are 
the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours. Teresa 
of Avila

Caregiver’s Group

Are you are a caregiver, either in person or at a distance? This is a role 
that includes unique challenges. Please consider joining our caregivers 

support group-we meet the fourth Friday of each month at 11 AM. 
Watch the Monday Rundown and Friday Reminder for details regarding 

how and where we will meet.

Surviving the Holidays
Wednesday, November 10th at 7 PM, at Christ UMC in the Reichley room

Help and hope as you navigate the Christmas season
Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and 
Christmas? Are you dreading these holidays, knowing that everything has 
changed and that happy memories from past years can’t be recreated?

Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is especially for people who are grieving 
a loved one’s death. You’ll learn:
● How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the holidays
● What to do about traditions and other coming changes
● Helpful tips for surviving social events
● How to discover hope for your future

Sign up on the church website, www.cumclansdale.org, 
under events and signups.

   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BAEAD23A0F85-surviving
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Preparing for Paradise

Join us as attorney Jack Dooley of Dischell, Bartle and Dooley returns to talk to us about the nuts 
and bolts of preparing for paradise.

We'll learn about necessary documents:a will, a durable power of attorney, a living will. We'll hear 
about how to convey your wishes about your possessions.

This type of planning is important for all ages and stages of life.

We'll meet in the sanctuary at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, November 16th.

Blue Christmas

Tuesday, December 21st at 7 PM, at Christ UMC, in the sanctuary

If this year the holidays will be difficult for you, due to a loss in your life, we 
encourage you to join us for this quiet service. Your family and friends are 

welcome to attend.                                                       Calendar Highlights 
11/1 Disciples I* (Virtual) 11/11 Stitching Sisters

Re Opening Task Force Meeting  Board of Trustees (Hybrid)
11/2 Election Day 11/14 Women’s Tea (In Person)

Men’s Reading Group* (Hybrid)  The Christ Loves ALLiance
Intro to Old Testament*   Board of Trustees (Hybrid)
Kaleidoscope Group* 11/15 Books Between Friends (Hybrid) 
Jazz Group Rehearsal*  Christmas Gift Card Sale Ends

11/3 GriefShare* 11/16 Evening Fellowship 
Melody Chimes/Jesus Jammerz*  Preparing for Paradise
Alleluia Ringers/Youth Choir*  Finance Meeting (Virtual)
Chancel Choir/Agape Bells* 11/17 Friendly Seniors Meeting

11/4 Fish Food Rehearsal*  SPRC Meeting for Conference
11/5 Laudate Ringers*  Charge Conference Meeting
11/7 Daylight Savings Turn back 1 hour 11/20 Christmas Market

College Box Packing 11/21 Mission Committee Meeting
Youth Group* 11/23 Red Cross Blood Drive  

11/8 Deborah Circle 11/26 Caregiver Group (Virtual)
11/9 Gloria Dei Ringers* 11/28 Food Drive for Manna

Church Council Meeting (Virtual) 12/11 Pictures with Santa
11/10 Endowment Meeting 12/21 Blue Christmas (In Person)

 Surviving the Holidays(In Person) 12/24 Christmas Eve Services TBD
* Denotes Weekly meeting    Note: All meetings are subject to change.
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Stitching Sisters

November 11th from 10:00am-noon in the fellowship hall.  

We will be winding up our Christmas at Sea project for Seamen's Church 
Institute. All are welcome.
You can read more about this program at 
seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea. 

If you would like to help, please find the requested knitting or 
crocheting patterns at 
seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications.

Contact - Karen Fallows, kbfallows59@gmail.com

Deborah Circle 
      Meeting November 8th, 2021

Members of Deborah Circle will meet on November 8th in Room #106 at Christ United Methodist 
Church at 12:30 pm. Our speaker will be from Bridge of Hope in Souderton. At this time, masks 

are required and no food is allowed. Hope to see all of you at this meeting.
Also, don’t forget to support the Craft Show at Church on November 20th, from 9:00 to 2:00 PM.

Annual Women's Tea
Sunday, November 14th at noon (after the 11 AM service) 

at Christ UMC, in the fellowship hall

  Spend some time with Susanna Wesley! Judy Ehninger, CLM 
(certified lay minister) coordinator, among the many hats she wears, will portray Susanna, mother 
of John and Charles Wesley. We invite all women of our church to join us for our annual tea. We'll 
meet in the fellowship hall on Sunday, November 14th, after the 11 AM worship service (shortly 
after noon) to enjoy a time of fellowship and food. Tickets will be available in early November, 
price will include a sandwich, chips and a drink. This is a good opportunity to invite someone in 
your life to join us. 

   

Kaleidoscope Book Group

The Kaleidoscope book group will be meeting in Fischer's Park at 12:30 through the Fall. We 
welcome all that would like to Join us. We not only read and discuss books weekly, we spend time 
in fellowship and prayer. We are currently reading "The Woman In The Window" by A.J. Finn. And 

we will be reading " The Rose Code" by Kate Quinn next. Please feel free to contact Becky at 
215-896-4964 with any questions (please leave a message and I will call you back).

   

https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/
https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/
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Dallas Indian Mission UMC and Chihowa Okla UMC
For the past two years or so, I have been the liaison between our church to our Eastern 

District Committee on Native American Ministries (CONAM). 
Two years ago, we invited a representative from CONAM to speak about the role of CONAM 

and to address current concerns. Sherry Wack informed us about the abduction and murder of 
Native American women in the Midwest. 

In the Evangel, we have posted articles sharing some additional history surrounding 
Columbus Day and the reason why many communities have re-named October 11, Indigenous 
People’s Day.

Our church also contributes every year to CONAM as part of our general Mission 
contribution to support them in their work.

These are a good start of increasing our awareness, but we are also encouraged to visit 
Native American churches. To attend events on Native American lands with the purpose of creating 
a bond and more inclusion with Native American people, especially Native American Churches 
within our own denomination. This has become an important purpose for me, because to me 
Reconciliation means action.

Here in Pennsylvania, there are no such churches, there are clubs and sometimes festivals 
or commemorative events. But there is really not a way to create a bond or sister ship with a 
Native American UMC in our area. To get to know each other, maybe have some shared activities, 
to help each other. I personally felt that just sharing information and giving money was not 
enough. Surely in this age of electronic communication, with iPhones, texting, videos, and Zoom 
we thought we could create a connection between our church and a UMC with a Native American 
congregation.

Through members of CONAM, I was able to get in touch with the Dallas Indian Mission 
UMC. This church is about 98% Native American and 2% African American. Pastor Zach and I have 
been in contact with Pastor JB Jackson at this church and started to plan for meaningful ways for 
us  to connect. Pastor Jackson has been assigned to also start another church in the Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference, in addition to the Dallas church. This church is located in Oklahoma 
and is called the Chihowa Okla UMC.

We would like to establish contact between some members of our congregation and theirs. 
I am imagining starting a small discussion group over Zoom. Possibly to read and discuss scripture, 
chat, and pray together to form a bond that can work for good in both of our churches. Possibly 
two or three of their church elders (they call them Silver Feathers) who are interested in forming 
this group with a few of our members. Even if we meet only once a month we can establish a 
relationship that can plan and support our goal, which is to create a closer connection with our 
friends at Dallas Indian Mission Church and the Chihowa Okla church.

We are dedicating the November Mission of the Month Collection to helping these two 
churches with their endeavors. We will also celebrate a Native American Heritage Sunday during 
that month with Native American hymns, readings and prayers. 

Ineke McCrea

Dallas Indian Mission UMC: https://www.dallasindianumc.org/
Chihowa Okla UMC: http://www.umc-oimc.org/

https://www.dallasindianumc.org/
http://www.umc-oimc.org/
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Annual Christmas Market
Don’t Miss It!

Saturday, November 20th 9am to 2pm Fellowship Hall
Great place to start your Christmas shopping!

Christmas ornaments and decorations, locally made scented soy candles, variety of paper crafting 
items, hand-made fabric wreaths, local honey, variety of crocheted items, scherenschnitte art 

(scissor cutting), prayer beads, jewelry, dolls, books, Lancaster County Produce, Hallmark items, 
quilted linens and much more. 

College Boxes

For over 30 year our church has had the mission of sending our college students and 
military personnel a box of goodies with a note from the pastor, a note from the 
Sunday School sharing God's love and sometimes cards from kids church children.  
We want to let them know their church family is thinking of them and praying for them.  
Open Forum Sunday School class will pack the boxes, with gloves and masks on November 7th.  
We have about 20 students that we will be sending boxes to.  Some ideas of goodies for the boxes 
are; pop-corn, hot chocolate, nuts, gum, fruit roll-ups, pretzels stix, cracker, or cookies, slim jims, 
dried fruit, granola bars and candy (Halloween leftovers).

If you have a college student or a military person please email their college address to the church 
office or send it to me directly.  We send every student a box even if they are living at home and 
going to college.   You just must tell us their address.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH!  I know our students love getting these treats from their church family.  
Thanks, Judi Plummer

 

 

"The Christ Loves ALLiance invites you to join a time of fellowship with those who are 
concerned about siblings in Christ being left behind. We foster openness and affirm that we are all 
children of God. We meet monthly to discuss issues affecting our world, prayerfully consider 
opportunities to act, and to share our joys in a supportive community. We promote being an active 
presence both inside the church and in our community to put our faith into action. 
Starting on November 14th, and continuing the 2nd Sunday of each month, we will be looking at 
UnClobber: Rethinking our Misuse of the Bible on Homosexuality from Colby Martin. We will be 
meeting at the Rose Garden Room from 12:30 through 1:30pm.If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Chad Hussein at chadhussein@gmail.com. Take care and we look forward to seeing 
you there!"

Due to the limitations caused by the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, we 
are still working out the details for this event. Please check our 

website/Facebook page for further details as the date draws closer.

Pictures with Santa at Christ UMC
Save the Date 12/11/21
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EVENING OUTDOOR WORSHIP UPDATE:
Starting 4pm

11/7, 11/14, 11/21 

These will be our last services for this season. 

The Sunday before Thanksgiving (11/21), will be held 
in the sanctuary and will be different from our other 
services (come prepared to pick your favorite hymn). 

If there is bad weather for either of the other 
scheduled services, they will be held in the sanctuary.


