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Pancake Breakfast Pancake Breakfast Pancake Breakfast Pancake Breakfast     
            Saturday, November 9Saturday, November 9Saturday, November 9Saturday, November 9    

                                    7:30 AM until 10:30 AM7:30 AM until 10:30 AM7:30 AM until 10:30 AM7:30 AM until 10:30 AM    

All you can eat pancakes, sausage and scrambled eggs! What a deal! Ticket prices are $7.50 for 

adults, $6.50 for seniors, $5.50 for children under 12, and free for children under 3. Prices at the 

door will be $1.00 more. Proceeds from this event fund the Breakfast with Santa community 

outreach program in December. See Joe Miller, or the church office, for tickets. 
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THANKSGIVING TO GOD FOR A  

WONDERFUL YEAR!  
STATE OF THE CHURCHSTATE OF THE CHURCHSTATE OF THE CHURCHSTATE OF THE CHURCH    

Christ United Methodist Church of Lansdale, PAChrist United Methodist Church of Lansdale, PAChrist United Methodist Church of Lansdale, PAChrist United Methodist Church of Lansdale, PA    

Charge Conference, November 2, 2019Charge Conference, November 2, 2019Charge Conference, November 2, 2019Charge Conference, November 2, 2019    

    

The mission of Christ UMC is to “transform lives in the love of Jesus Christ” and the vision of how that 

is done, which God has given us, is through “encountering Christ, growing disciples and serving 

others.” This mission and vision has guided us throughout the year as we plan our worship, education, 

service and fellowship ministries for all ages. 

This was the first full year to utilize the new tools made possible by our Encountering Christ Capital 

campaign. The digital sign, expanded lobby, accessible restrooms, upgraded audio and visual, and 

completed organ are all contributing their part to our ministries. The Capital Campaign received 99.7% 

of the pledged amounts by the end of September. The average response to capital campaigns is 80% of 

pledged amounts, so we have well exceeded the average. The remaining amount of our costs above 

pledges has now been converted into a mortgage and one unified mortgage fund will be used to pay off 

our older mortgage and the new one. 

As always, the most important part of a church is not its building but its people—and the ministries 

they make happen in the building and the missions they do beyond its walls. Christ Church can be 

commended for its strong nurturing ministries. This fall we have five children’s Sunday school classes, 

two youth classes (including our two year Confirmation program for 7th and 8th graders), and four adult 

Sunday School classes. We now take the children out during the sermon at the 8:30 service for their 

own children’s sermon. We have renamed Circuit Kids, “Children’s Worship,” to more clearly 

communicate what it offers the children, divided in two age levels, during our 11:00 service.  

During the week, eight adult groups meet regularly for nurture and study. Another eleven groups meet 

regularly for fellowship and service. Fifteen musical groups for children, youth and adults, sing, ring 

and play to enhance our worship. Our youth ministry meets Sunday afternoons as well as for a variety 

of special events and the annual mission trip, which this year was to Ohio.  

This church is committed to missions, paying its apportionments in full, supporting five United 

Methodist Special Offerings and twelve additional missions through the budget, while also supporting 

UMCOR and eleven additional missions through its Mission of the Month offerings.  

We not only send our money, but give ourselves, our time and talent, in hands-on projects through 

Manna on Main Street, Evening Fellowship for mentally challenged adults, blood drives, the local Code 

Blue shelter, Stitching Sisters, and the SOMOCO ML Glad Tidings Christmas Shop at Haws Avenue   

 UMC. Our Care Ministers visit the sick, shut-in and grieving. We have also supported several 
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 congregation members on short term mission trips. We had a canned food drive for Cantata 

Sunday.  

We reach out to the community through our pre-school of 110 students, scouting programs, twelve 

step groups, Trunk or Treat, and Santa Breakfast. We had 160 children attend VBS, between our 

morning and evening session, and we even offered dinner to our evening families to connect with 

them on a deeper level. We continue to reach out and strengthen the connection between the church 

and preschool and greater community.  

 There were a number of other accomplishments and firsts this year. We had an amazing dedicatory 

concert for the completed organ. We prepared 19,000 meals for Rise Against Hunger. We held our 

first New Year’s Eve Party and Watch Night Service. We held informational meetings prior to and 

after the special General Conference and a prayer vigil during the event. 

We started a new Good Friday children’s ministry to share the story of Jesus' death and resurrection 

on an appropriate level. We called it, “It Really Was a GOOD Friday!” We provided scholarships to 14 

children and youth to attend our church summer camps. Our choir sang the national anthem at an 

Iron Pigs game. Our church picnic was the largest in recent years. We welcomed Dave Stahl and the 

Sacred Orchestra for a special musical worship in September. Our church participated in the 

community Prayer Walk. Our congregational care ministries served both the church and the 

community through GriefShare classes, the Caregivers Support Group and Balance Classes. 

The See All The People Team has been working on discerning what new directions God may be 

calling our church in the future. Clearly, our focus needs to be beyond our walls, engaging the 

community where we live and work, and joining with others in making a positive impact, even while 

we are sharing our witness to Christ. 

God has been doing so much among us and through us that no one report can capture it all. We are 

grateful to God and to the members and leaders of Christ UMC for all they have done. It is a pleasure 

and blessing to work side by side with you. 

Gary Nicholson  Tawny  Bernhardt  Eric Chelton 

Senior Pastor   Associate Pastor  Assistant Pastor 

Wise Words from the Welcome MinistryWise Words from the Welcome MinistryWise Words from the Welcome MinistryWise Words from the Welcome Ministry    
Has someone who sits near you in worship been missing for a 

week or two? Why not contact that person via phone or e-mail or 

text? It's important that our visitors feel valued-let's be sure our 

members feel the same way. As one of our members said recently: 

"Glad to know that we were missed!" 
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New Members 

Lillian Morgan 

I have been coming to CUMC since last 

February. I was looking for a church with 

activities for me and adult Sunday School. 

Who would know that I lived across the 

street from the perfect church for me? I 

accepted Christ as my Savior as a 

teenager. I married a man who loved 

Jesus too. We have 4 children, 4 

grandchildren, and 3 great grands. Barry 

died 4 years ago. I know he is in heaven 

with Jesus. 

I work part time as a lunch lady at North 

Penn High School. 

Clifford & Arlene Lukens 

Cliff and I have been married for 44 years. 

Together, we raised two daughters and a son. We 

have 5 grandchildren and 4 greatgrandchildren; 

many fond memories with them. We met at 

Amplifier Research Corp., in Souderton, where 

we worked. Cliff was a Product Operations 

Manager for over 40 years and Arlene a 

Materials Control Supervisor for 17 years. The 

highlight of our life was serving with Volunteers 

in Mission, for over 10 years. One of our favorite 

trips was the Navajo Reservation in New Mexico. 

We ministered to the people who lost homes and 

helped to rebuild homes from hurricane disaster. 

Arlene loves to cook and was head chef for 

Youth Missions Team for 7 years. She also taught 

Sunday School and VBS and was active with the 

United Methodist Women. Cliff helped with 

VBS and dinners. We also served on Caring 

Group Ministry Team. God provided was with 

many opportunities to serve church and 

community. We love gardening at our home. 

Cliff’s hobby is trains.  

Jim & Charlene Lewis 
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Join Us! 
Grab a friend (or two) and join us on 

Wednesday, November 20, at 

11:30am, for lunch at West Main 

Diner, in Lansdale. After lunch, we 

will be traveling to the Morgan Log 

House, on Weikel Road, for a tour. 

The cost of the tour is $4/person. Please sign-up by Sunday, November 

17 so we can let the restaurant and Log House know how many will be 

attending. If you have questions, or need directions, please contact 

Gail Scott (215-368-0476) or Pastor Nicholson. 

We hope to see you there! 

November 11 | 11:30am | Fellowship Hall 106 

Patty Fleming, Liberty Ministries Women’s 

Chaplin, will tell us about the new “Ann’s 

House.” Bring a sandwich or salad, for lunch, 

and join us! Dessert will be provided. 

October Deborah Circle Lunch 

Our second and third grade Sunday school classes were busy 

packing hygiene bags for Manna on Main Street.   

‘We are so proud of you for helping others.’   

 Love, Mrs. Harris and Miss Carrie 

Stitching 

Sisters 

will meet 

on November 14th, 10:00-

noon in the lounge. We 

will be finishing up hats 

that we are making for 

several organizations. We 

are also working on small 

items to add to the Angel 

Tree presents. All are 

welcome. 

Look WhatLook WhatLook WhatLook What’’’’s s s s 

Been Been Been Been 

Happening!Happening!Happening!Happening!    

GriefShareGriefShareGriefShareGriefShare    
We offer a grief support group that is meeting on 

Wednesdays, at 2pm, through December 4th. 

GriefShare includes a video and an opportunity 

for sharing, an important component in working 

through one's grief. Each week's session is self-

contained-you can join us at any time in this 13 

week program, and attend the sessions you've 

missed when we start up again in early spring.  

Are you a caregiver for a family member, friend or neighbor? Join us on 

November 25 as we share our experiences. We meet in the church lounge on 

the fourth Friday of each month, at 11am. 
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Start your Christmas shopping at our Christmas Market, on Saturday, November 16, in 

Fellowship Hall. A variety of Christmas merchandise will be available, including 

decorations, ornaments, Santas, nutcrackers, books, jewelry, dolls, houses, chocolates, 

painted slates, HO trains, and handcrafted, quilted, knitted and crocheted items.  

Get Ready for Christmas! 

With the holidays approaching, we hope you will consider purchasing 

Grocery Gift Cards for your Thanksgiving and Christmas food shopping. 

Christ UMC earns a minimum of 5% on all gift card sales for Giant, 

Henning’s, ShopRite, and Weis food stores plus a generous 25% for 

Lansdale Deli sales. In addition, this year we are running a special "Gift 

Card Christmas Shop".   

Please see the insert in this Evangel for all the available gift cards. (You may also pick up an order 

form in the lobby.) We will take pre-orders (pay when you order) between now and Sunday, 

November 17th to allow us to distribute the gift cards in early December. All earnings from the 

sale of Grocery and Gift Cards are applied against our church mortgage principle. Grocery and Gift 

Cards may be purchased on Sunday mornings at the Gift Card Table in the church lobby. Please 

join this “painless” way to help retire our mortgage debt. 

Blue Christmas ServiceBlue Christmas ServiceBlue Christmas ServiceBlue Christmas Service    

Your care ministry will be conducting a Blue Christmas service on Tuesday, 

December 17th, at 7:30 PM, at Christ UMC. If the holidays will be a struggle 

for you, due to a loss in your life, we encourage you to join us for this quiet 

service. Your family and friends are welcome as well. 

The Susannah Wesley Circle's annual Christmas Cookie Shoppe The Susannah Wesley Circle's annual Christmas Cookie Shoppe The Susannah Wesley Circle's annual Christmas Cookie Shoppe The Susannah Wesley Circle's annual Christmas Cookie Shoppe will be held on December 8, 

this year. This always successful event wouldn't be possible if it 

weren't  for your generosity. So when you are doing your Christmas 

baking, please bake an extra dozen, or more, for our sale. If you don't 

bake, then let us help you by filling your can with an assortment of 

delicious homemade cookies for your Christmas entertaining. The 

proceeds from the sale will go to a deserving charity. Thank you for 

helping make this another successful sale. 
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Mission of the Month: 
Justice for Our Neighbors  

Please Note:Please Note:Please Note:Please Note:    

Earthen Vessels will not be meeting until the Spring. 

Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON) is a United Methodist mission that supports low-income 

immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers by providing free or low-cost expert immigration legal 

services. The JFON network grew out of the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s (UMCOR) 

long commitment to refugees and immigrants. Since UMCOR’s foundation in 1940, refugee 

ministry has been an important part of its work, guided by Christian values of hospitality to the 

stranger. JFON is a volunteer-based mission. It creates a welcoming 

atmosphere for its clients and provides high-quality immigration legal 

services. JFON also engages in advocacy for immigrant justice and cares 

about improving our nation’s immigration policies and our communities’ 

relationships with immigrants. JFON was formed in 1999 by several UMC 

pastors and lawyers. Since that time, it has grown to a network of 17 sites 

that supports over 50 clinics to serve thousands of clients annually. 

The righteous then ask, “When did we see you, a stranger, and invite you 
in…?” Christ replies, “‘Truly, I say to you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters, you did for me.’”  -Mathew 25: 38, 40 (NIV) 
Many thanks for supporting this MOTM. For more information: www.JFON.org. 

2019 Safe Sanctuary Training2019 Safe Sanctuary Training2019 Safe Sanctuary Training2019 Safe Sanctuary Training 

Are you a Sunday school teacher? Do you serve in the nursery regularly or 

even once in a while? Do you assist with youth group? If so, then it is 

essential that you take a few minutes to complete our 2019 annual review. It 

is a requirement of our annual conference that all volunteers working with 

children and youth must complete an annual review. You can find our 

online review under the “Policies and Forms” tab at www.cumclansdale.org. 

If you would rather do an in-person review, please email Pastor Tawny to set up a time to go over 

our policy. 
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November Volunteers 

Lay Readers 

 8:30am  11:00am 

3 Terrence Hamill Pam Nicholson 

10    Joanne Montana 

17 Terrence Hamill Tim Weir  

24  Suzanne Williams      Tina Eckhart  

Ushers 

8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer, 

John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran. 

11:00am Carol Wynne, Fred Wynne, Bob Parnell, Linda 

Parnell, Barb Gingrich, Lois Stevenson, and Judi Plummer. 

Captain: Dave Williams 

Sound Technicians 

 8:30am    11:00am 

3 Ryan Fealy    Paul Bernhardt 

10 Bill Schaefer      Steph Shuey 

17 Steve Fallows     

24 Chet Coupe     

Greeters 

 8:30am                11:00am 

3     Children’s Sunday School Class  Children’s Sunday School Class 

10   Anna & Bruce Shelton    

17   Suzanne Williams/Marge Kramer Nancy Shane 

24   Suzanne Williams    Flo Kalin/Virginia Hare 

Flowers 

3    Al & Gail Scott/ Allison King 

10  Denise Nase/Joanne Montana 

17  Krystyna Supplee/ Joey Hayes 

24  Allison King 

     Nursery Volunteers 

 8:30      9:45   11:00    

3 Wendy Clemmer/Sue Weir   Melissa Sesi  Greg Plummer/Pat Shuey 

10 Liz Zearfoss/B. or E. Geesaman  Yoshimi Weir    Alice Neil/Diane Bresser 

17 Kristi Weatherwax    Alicia Sehn    Anne Marie Legates/Brian Hadka 

24 Anna Shelton     Becky Wagner  Julie Arnold/ 

Children’s Worship 

3    Anne Marie Legates/Carolyn Hadka 

10  Kathy Barlick/   

17  Tina Hooper/Janellen Reid 

24  Jean Davis/ 


