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Welcome to Christ UMC 

Transforming lives in the love of Jesus Christ is the mission of 
Christ United Methodist Church. In this Ministries Guide you will 
see many ways in which the children, youth, and adults of this 
church, and the community around us, can experience the 
transforming love of Jesus Christ and share it with others. We 
are challenging ourselves to "See All the People" and make a 
difference within and beyond the "walls." Much of the formal 
programming is done from September -- June, but there are 
activities during the summer months as well. We welcome you 
to the ministries and missions of Christ UM Church. 
Please feel free to reach out to us if there is anything we can 
do for you or any questions we can answer.   

Sunday Mornings at Christ UMC   

Our weekly church services are at 8:30am and 11:00am. The 
worship style is traditional, although a praise band leads us in 
song before the 11:00 am service. The 11:00 am service is also 
live-streamed. 
 
Staffed Nursery - Christ UMC usually offers a staffed nursery 
from 8:30 AM through the 11 AM service so that parents can 
attend worship and Sunday school. The nursery ministry is 
currently paused at this time, and we hope to reopen it in the 
Spring as conditions allow.   
  
Unstaffed Nursery - If you have a young child worshiping with 
you, there is an unstaffed space in room 122, across from the 
cafe area, in case your child needs to run around.  
 
Children in Worship - We welcome children to worship with 
their families during this time. Worship bags and resources will 
be provided. A Children's sermon will be offered occasionally  
at the 11 AM service.  
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Sunday School 
All Sunday school classes meet each Sunday between 9:45 
and 10:45am, unless otherwise noted. Currently classes are via 
Zoom. Please note that unfortunately, North Penn devices will 
not connect to ZOOM.   
 
Nursery Sunday School - Nursery Sunday school is meeting the 
last Sunday of each month at 9:30 AM for 15 minutes. Children 
birth-4 years of age are welcome to attend this class. Contact 
Mrs. Kristin Iseman for the Zoom link.  
 
Pre-K through 6th Grade - Our Fall Sunday School classes will 
begin online September 13th at 9:45 AM. Generally, our kids 
will be broken into PreK-K, 1st-3rd, and 4th-6th graders. We 
know that for families with multiple children, you may not have 
enough devices for each child or you may just prefer to keep 
them together, and so we'd like to know which class you 
would like your children to participate in this year. We will be 
using one zoom link and moving the kids into breakout rooms 
within that link. Contact Pastor Tawny Bernhardt for the Zoom 
link.  
 
Confirmation - Students begin Confirmation in 7th grade to 
learn about their faith. There is an emphasis on establishing 
and deepening their personal relationship with Jesus, church 
history and our creeds, the meaning of worship and an 
education about United Methodism. Normally, they 
participate in field trips, a youth mission trip over the summer, 
overnights at the church, a retreat and other faith-building 
activities. However, those activities are currently cancelled 
due to COVID-19. Confirmation spans two school years. During 
a special worship service in June, students who complete the 
program may declare their faith and enter into membership 
within the congregation. This group meets online on Sundays  
Contact Pastor Eric Chelton for the Zoom link.  
 
7th - 12th Grade - Weekly meetings are held online on 
Sundays.  This Sunday School Class will explore the Bible, 
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engage in conversations of ideas about God, the call to social 
justice, the relevance of the Christian faith as well as a 
Methodist approach to encountering Christ, being disciples of 
Jesus and serving others in a challenging world.  Contact 
Pastor Eric Chelton for the Zoom link.  
 
The Bible Study class will explore the book of Revelation this 
year. Participants are multigenerational, which brings a unique 
perspective to our open discussion around the chapters read 
each week. This class is led by Ken Willey and meets online, 
Sundays at 9:45 am. Contact Ken for the Zoom link. 
kfwfly@verizon.net 
 
The Open Forum class generally studies video series by Andy 
Stanley, Adam Hamilton, Jim Cymbala and other pastors. This 
class is led by Judi Plummer and meets online, Sundays at 
10:00 am. Contact Judi for the Zoom link. 
plummergjmc@yahoo.com 
 
Reichley Fellowship Class - A challenging curriculum that 
relates scripture to daily living, taught by a group of leaders 
offering varying points of view and opportunity for discussion. 
Each week begins with devotions and hymns. Join them in 
Room 123 (Reichley Room). Contact Marge Kramer for more 
information. Currently not meeting; will return in the future. 
 
The Seekers Sunday School class tends to read and discuss 
books authored by Adam Hamilton, as he has a unique way 
of touching us and prompting discussion. This class is 
coordinated by Ken Dickinson and meets in Fellowship Hall, 
Room 106. Contact Ken at orangeaero@comcast.net. 
Currently not meeting; will return in the future. 
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For the Kids 

The Preschool and Playtime Express Programs - Setting the 
stage for life-long learning and adventure, our trained and 
certified staff has enriched young lives in the North Penn area 
for more than 35 years. We provide experiences and activities 
to stimulate cognitive and affective growth. In addition, we 
promote awareness of God’s loving presence in life, especially 
through His Son, Jesus Christ, and offer each child the 
opportunity to explore his or her uniqueness as a child of God. 
We are a non-profit, self-supporting community outreach 
program of Christ United Methodist Church. Enrollment is open 
to children 24 months of age through pre-Kindergarten. For 
more information or to schedule a visit, contact Preschool 
Director Mary Conroy at 215-412-7836 or 
mary.conroy@cumclansdale.org. 
 
Youth Group - CUMC YOUTH is the student ministry of Christ 
United Methodist Church. Serving students in grades 7 - 12, 
and their families, it seeks to provide a safe environment for 
teenagers to talk about and grow their faith in Jesus Christ. 
They seek to develop not only Christian teens, but teens that 
will remain faithful to Jesus beyond their teenage years. This 
group meets Sundays, from 3:30 to 5:30pm. Group led by 
Pastor Eric Chelton.  
 
Music  
Precious Angels - The name accurately describes our 
youngest singers (ages 3-5). This choir is directed by Sherry 
Harris and they practice for 20 minutes on Sunday mornings, 
9:20-9:40 am. Due to COVID restrictions, this group will resume 
when able. 
 
Jesus Jammerz - This group is for children from Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade. They use body percussion, percussion 
instruments and movement to express the music they are 
“jammin’” to each time. It is a lively group and a different style 
than any other group in our music ministries. No singing is done 
in this choir and no prior musical experience is needed. Just a 
love of music, movement and Jesus! Nanci Landes leads the 
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For the Kids (continued) 

motion when they meet on Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 pm, in the 
church narthex. Contact Nanci at landesns@verizon.net 
 
Carol Choir - This choir is for children in 3rd through 6th grades. 
This ensemble begins part singing, sings a variety of  anthems, 
hymns and praise songs and presents a musical during 
worship. They also occasionally sing in the community. This 
choir is directed by Sherry Harris. Due to COVID restrictions, this 
group will resume when able. 
 
Melody Chimes - Children that are in 3rd through 6th grade 
can participate in this ensemble and play melody chimes, 
which is a precursor to handbells. They will work together to 
praise Jesus and express His word through their music. The 
ability to read music is helpful, but not required. They meet 
Wednesday evenings, 5:30-6:15pm, in Fellowship Hall rooms 
101, 103, & 105. This group is directed by Sherry Harris.  
 
Youth Choir - Youth that are in 7th through 12th grade can 
participate in this choir. The youth learn two to three part 
songs, depending on the size of the choir. It is a group that 
shows the joy of a life journey with God through their music 
and their energy in rehearsals. The group is directed by Miki 
Chelton. Due to COVID restrictions, this group will resume 
when able. 
 
Agape Ringers - 7th through 12th grade youth can learn 
various handbell techniques and improve their music reading 
skills. This ensemble has a special talent to spread Jesus’s love 
through the sanctuary no matter what piece of music they 
have chosen. This group is directed by Elysa Dalbow and they 
meet Wednesday evenings, 7:00-8:00 pm, in the Rose Garden 
Room.   
 
Grace in Progress (Youth Praise Band) - This group is open to 
all 7th-12th graders interested in singing/playing praise music.  
They learn contemporary Christian music together, as they 
learn how to play their instruments, play as a group, and love 
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For the Kids (continued) 

like Jesus. This energetic and uplifting group leads the 
congregation in opening worship 3-4 times a year. Elysa 
Dalbow leads this group. Due to COVID restrictions, this group 
will resume when able. 
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Adult Small Groups  
GriefShare - GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people 
who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult 
experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving 
process alone. This is a biblically-based video series; after 
viewing the video, there will be a time of discussion. Meetings  
are online , Wednesdays at 2:00 pm, beginning on September 
9th. Cost for the 13 week series is $20 (scholarships are 
available.) Contact Marge Kramer for the Zoom link. 
 
Caregivers Coffee - Are you a caregiver for a family member, 
friend or neighbor? Join other caregivers as they share their 
experiences, learn about coping strategies, self-care, and 
other topics requested by the group. Currently, meetings are 
online, the 4th Friday of each month at 11:00 am. Contact 
Marge Kramer for any meeting changes. Currently meeting on 
Zoom. 
 
Transformation Groups - These groups are made up of 5-10 
people who, desiring to grow in their faith and to support 
others in that same growth, gather together on a regular basis 
to share about their lives and their Christian journey—the ups 
and downs, the praises and the trials. The group time is mainly 
spent on three things: fellowship, questions, and prayer. The 
questions take the majority of the meeting time and focus on 
consciously recognizing where God has or hasn’t been 
present over the past week and how we as Christians can 
grow stronger in faith and action. Christ UMC currently has 6 
active Transformation Groups and we would love to add 
more! Many of the current members have stated that their 
Transformation Group experiences has helped to deepen their 
faith and build a community of close Christian friends. If you 
have questions or are interested in joining a group, please 
contact Paul Bernhardt at pwbernha@gmail.com or Krystyna 
Supplee at kbsupplee@gmail.com. 
1. “Not Yet 40”-Wednesdays 7-8pm, led by Paul Bernhardt 
2. “Halapeno Hamsters”-Tuesdays 7-8:30, led by Elysa Dalbow 
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3. “Four-Eyed Guys”-Mondays 7-8pm, led by Ken Dickinson 
4. “Butterflies”-Mondays 7-8pm, led by Nanci Landes 
5. “Journeys in Faith”-Tuesdays 6:30-7:45, led by Linda Parnell 
6. “Bruce’s Group”-Wednesdays 12-1:30, led by Bruce Shelton 
  
United Methodist Men - This group sponsors our church softball 
team and they host several events throughout the year. The 
pancake breakfast and the Santa Breakfast are the largest 
events that they do annually. Contact the church office for 
more information. 
 
Men’s Reading Group - This group of men read and gather to 
discuss various religion-themed books. They meet weekly, 
online, Tuesdays from 9:30-10:30 am. For more information on 
this group, please contact Pastor Zachary Hopple.   
 
Music  
Laudate Ringers - This is an adult handchime ensemble that is 
geared toward those with little or no experience ringing bells 
or chimes. Sherry Harris is the director for this group. The time 
of rehearsal is set in the morning so it is ideal for a retired adult, 
parent with preschool children and anyone else available at 
that time. They meet Friday mornings, 9:30-10:15 am, in 
Fellowship Hall.    
 
Fiducia Deo Ringers (During COVID, we have combined the 
Alleluia Ringers and Gloria Dei Ringers into the Fiducia Dei 
Ringers) - This choir of an adult handbell ensemble for all 
adults and skill levels. If you can read music, you can learn 
how to ring handbells. The members of this group model 
God’s love and patience through the acceptance of all 
abilities. It is a relaxed environment to learn and enjoy 
fellowship while praising God with music. They meet Tuesday 
evenings, 6:30-7:30 pm, in the Rose Garden Room. Miki 
Chelton and Stephanie Shuey direct this group.  
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Chancel Choir - This is the adult choir that sings 3-4 times a 
month for Sunday Services. They sing music of various styles 
and time periods. This choir is open to those wishing to share 
the love of Jesus Christ with each other and the congregation 
each week. It is a group that enjoys, and believes in, what 
they sing and expresses that each week. Prior choral singing 
experience is not needed. This choir is directed by Miki 
Chelton. Currently meeting on Zoom.  
  
Fish Food (Praise Band) - This group provides lively music during 
“Worship Before Worship” time, which occurs almost every 
Sunday before the second worship service (at approximately 
10:40am). This is a fun group consisting of keyboards, drums, 
guitars, and any other instrument willing to participate. They 
lead the congregation in singing uplifting songs - projecting 
the words for all to see. Elysa Dalbow leads this group. They 
rehearse Thursday evenings, 7:30-9:00 pm, in the Sanctuary.   
 
Jazz Group - This group (sometimes known as the Wise Guys) is 
a small group that aims to get together weekly to play jazz 
standards, typically American Songbook, Real Book, and 
gospel tunes.  People in the group are learning and 
experimenting with improvisation,  and really enjoy making 
music together.  Although the group plays together largely for 
fun and fellowship, we do play for occasional church services, 
fund raisers, and other special events. This group meets 
Tuesdays at 7:30pm and is led by Bill Schaefer 
(wsdu@comcast.net).   
 
Adult Fellowship and Service Groups 
Hands and Feet Ministry - (formerly the Caring Committee) This 
team of people is eager to help our church family when you 
need us. We deliver a meal when you come home from a 
hospital stay, have welcomed a new baby, or are grieving a 
loss. We provide rides to doctor appointments or for other 
necessary trips. We help with funeral luncheons, providing the 
meal, desserts, or people to set up, serve and clean up, 
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For Adults (continued) 

depending on your needs. We have also assembled a team 
of people who are eager to help you with a variety of small 
projects around your house. If you do have a need, please 
contact Marge Kramer. 

Books Between Friends - A diverse group of women reading a 
varied selection of books. They meet every 4 –6 weeks 
(depending on the current book and their schedules) on 
Monday nights, 7:00-9:00 pm, online. Discussions are lively and 
thought provoking! For more information or to be added to 
their distribution list, contact Marge Kramer. 
 
Cooking for Manna - Once a month, a dedicated group of 
volunteers come together to cook a meal for Manna on Main 
Street, a soup kitchen/food pantry located in Lansdale. Folks 
of all ages are invited to help the group prepare the meal or 
assist by providing grocery items needed. The cooking gets 
underway the 3rd Thursday of the month in Room 110 
(Kitchen) at 6:30 pm. For more information, please contact 
Kristi Weatherwax at kdcreative@aol.com. Currently paused 
due to COVID. 
 
Men’s Breakfast Group - Meet up with other men from Christ 
Church and have some breakfast at the West Main Diner in 
Lansdale. This is a great fellowship event. This group meets the 
2nd Wednesday of the month at 8:30 am. Contact Bob 
Vincent for more information at bvincent@comcast.net. 
Currently paused due to COVID. 
 
Stitching Sisters - This group serves two purposes: to use their 
time and talents creating gifts to donate to worthy causes 
and to come together in friendship and fellowship while they 
work. Projects change every few months. The group meets on 
the 2nd Thursday of each month, from 10:00 am to Noon, in 
Fellowship Hall. There is also a group email for members who 
are unable to attend the sessions. Karen Fallows leads the 
team—contact her at 267-240-7800 or 
kbfallows59@gmail.com. Group is currently meeting online. 
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Deborah Circle - The charter of this group is to support missions 
throughout the country and local community. Meetings often 
feature church members, who have recently been a part of a 
mission or trip, to speak with the group. Any and all women 
are invited to bring a sandwich or salad and share coffee, tea 
and dessert. Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each 
month, in Fellowship Hall Room 106, at 11:30 am. Deborah 
Circle also hosts an annual indoor flea market, in April, to raise 
funds for mission projects. Contact Gail Scott at 
grammyg12@verizon.net or Jean Davis at 
jeandavis108@comcast.net. Currently paused due to COVID. 
 
 Evening Fellowship - A group of special needs adults that 
gathers once per month for fun and fellowship. Each month 
has a theme. They always enjoy the Halloween Hayride in 
October and special Christmas music in December as well as 
an ice cream social in May. Transportation can be arranged if 
needed. This group meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month, 
normally from 6:30-8:00 pm, in Fellowship Hall, Rooms 102,104, 
&106. If you are interested in being part of the team that helps 
with the monthly meetings and/or with transportation or know 
of anyone who would like to take part in our activities, please 
contact Judy Yoder at jyoder247@gmail.com. Currently doing 
activity bag drop-offs. 
 
Friendly Seniors - This year the group will be having an online 
trivia event, with Pastor Hopple joining in. The event is on 
Wednesday, Sept. 16th, at 1:00 pm. Contact Nancy Shane 
(njshane@yahoo.com) or Barbara Gingrich for the Zoom link. 
This energetic group of seniors meets from September to June, 
around 11:30 am, on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
Gatherings include lunch and/or dessert. Several local tours 
are planned, as well as some meetings in Fellowship Hall with 
guest speakers, trivia, and fellowship. Most activities are 
handicap accessible. Group is currently meeting online. 
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Susannah Wesley Circle - Monthly meetings range from doing 
mission projects together, to having guest speakers on a 
variety of topics, to traveling to a local venue for a tour. The 
Circle year begins in September with dinner and normally 
ends in June with a covered-dish picnic at a member’s home. 
Meetings are typically held the 4th Thursday of each month at 
7:00 pm. Members of this group also volunteer at Mitzvah 
Circle the 1st Tuesday of each month. Contact Nadene 
Stauffer at nstauffer@verizon.net or Suzanne Williams at 
slwmusic@hotmail.com. Group is currently meeting online. 
 
Kaleidoscope Book Group – This group of amazing women 
meets every Tuesday, 1:00-2:30 pm, in Room 112 (the Lounge) 
to discuss a wide variety of books. They also share Christian 
fellowship, giving each other support and encouragement. 
These women would love to have you join them! Contact 
Becky Sitler, 215-368-7758 or lovelast4now@hotmail.com, 
with any questions you may have. Group is currently meeting 
online. 
 
 
To stay current on the happenings of the Adult Fellowship 
Groups, please see Christ UMC’s monthly newsletter, “Christ 
Evangel”, which is available in the church office vestibule and 
on the church’s webpage. 
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Annual Events & Missions 

American Red Cross Blood Drives�-�Scheduled numerous times 
throughout the year, dates are publicized in advance and 
appointments are preferred. 
 
Mission Trips and Service Projects - Our church participates in 
various mission trips and service projects. Our Youth head out 
on a major trip each summer and engage in service projects 
monthly as part of their regular meetings. Watch for 
announcements on these great events! 
 
Church Picnic - Everyone is welcome to gather on the church 
grounds for a picnic, games, and a bonfire. The festivities are 
typically held on a Saturday in September.  
 
College Boxes– To let our college students know that we are 
thinking of, and praying for, them while they are away from 
home, packages of snacks and other goodies are sent to their 
campus addresses twice a year. All church members are 
encouraged to donate snacks and treats and help pack the 
boxes during designated Sunday School time. If you are, or have, 
a college student who will be living away from home this school 
year, please contact the church office with campus mailing 
address information. Contact Judi Plummer with questions. 
 
Christmas Market - Each fall, a variety of vendors gather in 
Fellowship Hall to sell Christmas items, hand crafts and more. 
Breakfast and lunch items are also sold at the market “café”. 
Proceeds from table rentals and food are donated to select 
missions. Due to COVID, this event is on hold.   
 
Code Blue - Located in Lansdale, PA, the shelter provides a 
warm and safe overnight place for homeless men to find 
refuge when the wind chill drops below 20°. Although we do 
not host it at our facility, we do have many church members 
who are actively involved in the project. This program runs 
from December 1st to March 31st. Contact Phil Woodruff 
philwoodruff@peoplepc.com for more information. 
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Santa Breakfast - Santa comes to Fellowship Hall! Children and 
their families can come and have pancakes and sausage, talk 
with Santa and have their photo taken with him. Cost is 
minimal for members of our church and proceeds raised at 
the November Pancake breakfast allow us to invite 
Community Services clients to see Santa and have breakfast 
as our guests. This fun morning gets EVERYONE in the Christmas 
spirit! Contact Christine Rizol at ark2251@gmail.com for more 
information. Due to COVID, this event is on hold.    
 
Trunk-Or-Treat - The Sunday prior to Halloween, church 
volunteers park in the back of the CUMC parking lot, decorate 
their cars, and hand out candy and small trinkets to children 
who come by to Trick-or-Treat. In addition to stocking up on 
candy, children have the opportunity to win prizes by playing  
games with the Youth Group. This is a great event for families 
and trick-or-treating is open to all. This event is typically held 
on the last Sunday in October. Contact Pastor Tawny 
Bernhardt for more information.  
 
CROP Walk - CROP Hunger Walk is community-wide event 
sponsored by Church World Service and organized by local 
congregations, or groups, to raise funds to end hunger at 
home and around the world. Contact Nancy Albacker for 
more information. 
 
Glad Tidings Christmas Shop - This is a project of the SOMOCO 
Mission Link. It will take place at Haws Avenue UMC, in 
Norristown. The goal is to help economically challenged 
families with gifts for their children while building ties to the 
community around the church. The event will include snacks 
and pictures with Santa Claus.  
 
Rise Against Hunger - Although it’s a busy time of year, Christ 
UMC wants to be intentional about taking time to feed the 
hungry around the world. There will be a place for all ages to 
get involved and serve (including sit-down jobs) as an 
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assembly line is created to package and box these meals. It 
will be a joy filled morning you, your family and friends won’t 
want to miss! Contact Nancy Albacker. 
 
Christmas Caroling - This event is for all ages and a great 
family experience. Carolers meet at the church and go out in 
teams of 3-4 cars to sing to shut-ins and older members. 
Afterwards, carolers return to the church and enjoy a light 
supper together.  
 

Christmas Collage Concert - A 60 minute, unique musical 
experience featuring an array of ensembles and soloists. 
Christmas Collage will be held on Dec. 12th.  
 
Blue Christmas Service - A peaceful worship service for those 
who struggle with finding the joy of the Christmas Season due 
to a change or loss due to death, divorce, sickness or 
unfortunate and tragic circumstances. This service will be held 
December.   
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Contact Information 

Church E-mail              secretary@cumclansdale.org 
Trustees E-mail                 trustees@cumclansdale.org 
Prayer Concerns                prayers@cumclansdale.org 
 
* Rev. Zachary Hopple, Senior Pastor                              

          zach.hopple@cumclansdale.org 

* Rev. Tawny Bernhardt, Pastor of Children’s Ministry   
               tawny.bernhardt@cumclansdale.org 

* Pastor Eric Chelton, Director of Student Ministries   
                                               eric.chelton@cumclansdale.org 

* Marge Kramer, Director of Congregational Care     
       marge.kramer@cumclansdale.org  

* Miki Chelton, Dir. of Music, Youth Choir, Chancel Choir, & 
Fiducia Deo Ringers        miki.chelton@cumclansdale.org 

* Sherry Harris, Dir. of Carol Choir, Precious Angels, Laudate 
Ringers, and Melody Chimes    sherry.harris@cumclansdale.org 

* Katie Campbell, Organist   katie.campbell@cumclansdale.org 

* Elysa Dalbow, Director of Agape Ringers & Praise Band       
         elysa.dalbow@cumclansdale.org 

* Nanci Landis, Director of Jesus Jammerz 
      landesns@verizon.net 

* Stephanie Shuey, Dir. of Alleluia Ringers & Fiducia Deo Ringers 
           steph.shuey@cumclansdale.org 

* Mary Conroy, Preschool Director                              215-412-7836 
          mary.conroy@cumclansdale.org 

* Kristin Iseman, Church Office Manager    215-855-1643
         kristin.iseman@cumclansdale.org  

* Laura Soda, Church Secretary                 215-855-1643 
                secretary@cumclansdale.org
  


