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Softball Players Wanted!

Dust off your bats and gloves; CUMC's Softball Team is back for another 
season! We play all of our games at the CUMC softball field on either 

Tuesday or Thursday evenings at 7:00pm. Games start the third week of 
May and run through the end of July. We are always looking for new 

players to join the team! All skill levels are welcome and the only 
requirement is that players must be 16 years old and up. Softball games 
are a great way to get to know other people at CUMC, and you do not 
need to be a member of the church to be on the team. Bring a friend or 
family member! Contact Kristi Weatherwax at kdcreative@aol.com with 

any questions, or if you'd like to join the team!
We hope to offer babysitting this year, so if you know someone who 

might be interested in helping the team out in this way, please contact 
Kristi or Pastor Tawny (tawny.bernhardt@cumclansdale.org).

    15th Annual Jim Hayes
       Memorial Golf Outing

             June 4, 2022
 

Save the date. All are welcome.  
We will be playing at Mainland Golf 
Course.  We will play golf AND have the 
indoor fellowship including prizes.  We will 
be playing a Scramble this year, always 
enjoyable.   Our Church Pre-School 

Scholarships will be the charity again this year. 
The first tee time will be 8:33 AM.  
If you have a prize to donate, a suggestion, or a question, please 
contact Don Albacker at (215) 692-2958 or dalbacker@jclfg.com. 
To sign up email Don Albacker.



2

        Greetings to you! I pray that this Easter season has found you well. Eastertide stretches 
from Easter until Pentecost, which occurred 50 days later. It is during this time that Jesus 
appeared “to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles” (1 Cor 15:5-7).

        There is one word that has been coming to my mind lately: unity. The Church was 
created from one group of people with a singular purpose: to continue the work and ministry 
of Jesus Christ in this world. Through the Holy Spirit, the believers performed amazing miracles 
and propelled Christianity throughout the known world. In more recent history, our 
denomination picked up the word “united” as we merged with one another to come together 
in a united mission of serving God.

        All believers and churches are to have a common purpose, but yet we all do things a 
little differently. Some focus on different aspects of our theology, some on different styles, some 
on different mission fields, some on different people groups. Paul reminds us, “For as in one 
body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who 
are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another” (Rom 
12:4-5).

        Differing opinions are not always a bad thing. We should celebrate our differences as we 
are then better equipped as the Church to reach a larger cross section of this world. Our 
differences also help us grow as we push and pull against one another, forcing us to question 
and ultimately strengthen our faith. They help us to see things from other points of view and 
help us to have empathy for those who are not in our same situations.

        However, the differences that we have from one church to the next, or one believer to 
the next, are not always celebrated. Sadly, sometimes the differing opinions cause rifts and 
fighting, leading to separations rather than mergers. Right now, the United Methodist Church is 
struggling with this very issue. We are not able to come to terms over a host of issues and some 
churches are planning to exit the denomination. I am saddened that we are not able to come 
together in unity through our love of God and of all people, but are letting our differences get 
the best of us.

        God made us to be one people. We are made in wonderfully different ways, and made 
for specific purposes in God’s ultimate plan. I pray that as time moves forward, we learn to 
cherish our differences rather than let them separate us. May we all look to serving God 
together as part of the larger and unified body of Christ. 

Rev. Zachary Hopple
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Rise Against Hunger 
The Mission Committee is excited about Rise Against Hunger and its mission.  CUMC will be 

hosting a meal packing event in the Fall. You will get to have a hands-on experience packaging 
meals that will be sent all over the world. Many of you already have assisted with this event in the 
past few years when events have been held in our Fellowship Hall. In 2021 we raised $4277 and 
packed over 12,500 in less than 3 hours. The price of meals has gone up this year from $.35 cents 
per meal to $.38 cents per meal. We are hoping to pack 10,000 meals costing $3,800. 

They may look like simple bags of rice and soy, but Rise Against Hunger meals represent the 
hopes and dreams of people worldwide. Our volunteers are the heart of our mission to end 
hunger and we could not send millions of meals around the globe each year without them.

Since 2005, our volunteer groups have packaged millions of meals, and each year we 
engage hundreds of thousands of volunteers globally. We rely on groups of any size in locations 
across the world to package our meals — this is where you come into play.

For 40 years, across nearly 50 countries, they have led the global fight against hunger. They 
save the lives of children and their families. They are there for them before and after disaster 
strikes. They enable people to provide for themselves, see their children grow up strong, and for 
whole communities to prosper. They constantly search for more effective solutions, while sharing 
their knowledge and expertise with the world. 

Wise words from the welcome ministry

Now that masks are optional on Sunday mornings, it's easier to 
get reacquainted. As we greet each other, let's be sure to 

warmly welcome our visitors.

GriefShare
Are you grieving the death of someone close to you? Our current GriefShare cycle runs through 
Wednesday, June 8th. GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside 
you through one of life’s most difficult experiences.  Each session of the 13 week cycle is 
self-contained, so you can join at any time. We meet here at Christ UMC on Wednesdays at 
1:30 PM. Register on our website, using this link: https://www.griefshare.org/groups/147144 
If you have a friend who would benefit from a grief support group, invite them to join us.

Caregivers Support Group

Our caregivers support group meets on the fourth Friday of each month, at 11 AM. This is a time 
of sharing the experiences of caring for a loved one, whether you do so in person, or from afar. 
We share resources and learn from each other. We are currently meeting via Zoom. To receive 
the Zoom link, contact Marge Kramer marge.kramer@cumclansdale.org 215.429.8881.
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Susanna Wesley Circle

"The Susanna Wesley Circle is not meeting in May. 
Instead, we will be touring the West Laurel Hill 

Cemetery on Saturday, June 4, with Sarah Hamill as 
our guide. The tour is scheduled for morning, 
followed by lunch.  Please watch the weekly 

church emails and Sunday announcements later in 
May for specific details." 

Kaleidoscope Book Group
Ladies, at a time when outside contact is slim to none we would love to have 
you join us for Christian Fellowship. We meet every Tuesday at 12:30pm. Our 
meetings are on Zoom / In Person. You are welcome to join us on Zoom or in 
the Rose Garden rooms. Please wear a mask when in the Church. We read 

and discuss books weekly. We also spend time in Fellowship and Prayer. Feel 
free to contact Becky at 215-896-4964 for the Zoom link or any questions.

DEBORAH CIRCLE MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 9, 2022 11:30 A.M.

The Deborah Circle will be meeting at the church on Monday, May 9 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall, Room 106. Food is allowed in the church so please bring your lunch and a beverage and 

join us for fun and fellowship. Our speaker will be giving a presentation about Laurel 
House/Laurel’s Loft in Norristown.  They are currently having a campaign to raise funds for a new 

building to be known as “Safe Haven Center” for women and children who may need help.  
Brochures will be available at the meeting.

Any questions, please contact Jean Davis at 215-393-4649 or Gail Scott at 215-368-0476. See you 
on the 9th!!  Feel free to bring a friend also.

Next meeting 
Thursday, May 12th, 10:00-noon,  
Fellowship Hall

We continue making knitted or 
crocheted afghan size blankets for 
FoxChase Cancer Center.  To help, please 
make 4 fancy or solid colored 9"x9" squares from the same yarn.  
Each blanket is assembled with 24 squares (6 sets of 4 matching 
squares).

If you like to sew, FoxChase is also in need of Port Pillows.  
Easy to find directions can be found with a quick Google search.   
Come join us. Questions, contact Karen Fallows, 
kbfallows59@gmail.com or 267-240-7800.

Port 
Pillows

SWC 
members 
volunteers to  
sort clothing 
at Mitzvah in 
April 2022
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Calendar Highlights 
5/1 Youth Praise Band * (P)

Youth Group* (P)
Evening Worship* (P)

5/2 Perky Promenaders* (P)
Disciples I Bible Study* (V)

5/3 Men’s Reading Group* (P&V)
Kaleidoscope Group* (V) 
Gloria Dei Ringers*
Jazz Group Rehearsal*

5/4 Grief Share* (P)
Melody Chimes/Jesus Jammerz*
Alleluia Ringers/Youth Choir*
Chancel Choir/Agape Bells*

5/5 Cinco de Mayo
Inter-Church Prayer Meeting (P &V)
Fish Food Rehearsal* (P)

5/6 Laudate Ringers* (P)
5/7 Rain Date Church Yard Clean Up 
5/9 Deborah Circle
5/8 Mother’s Day

The Christ Loves ALLiance (P)
5/12 Stitchting Sisters (P)

SPRC Meeting (P & V)
Board of Trustees (P&V)

5/15 Mission Committee Meeting
5/17 Primary Election

Evening Fellowship (P)
Finance Meeting (V)

5/18 Towamencin Ministerium
Friendly Seniors (V)

5/20 EPAUMC Annual Conference
5/21 EPAUMC Annual Conference

Ordination Viewing Party
Perky Promenaders

5/22 Children’s Musical Sunday
Ordination Reception
Manna Food Drive

5/24 Church Council Meeting (V)
5/27 Caregivers Group (V)
5/30 Memorial Day (Office Closed)
* Denotes Weekly meeting    
Note: All meetings are subject to change. 
P=In Person V=Virtual 

On Sunday, May 22nd, our Carol Choir will be 
presenting the musical, G P S - God's Plan of 
Salvation  at both services. Join Andrew (and his 
friends) as he takes his driver's license test on the 
Holy Highway! Listen as Andrew learns that with 
Jesus Christ, the road of obedience leads to the 
throne of God! 

Children’s Musical
May 22

8:30am and 11am Services

Pastor Zach’s Ordination Is Almost Here!

As many of you know, Pastor Zach will be 
ordained as an Elder in Full Connection in
the United Methodist Church on Saturday, May 21, 
2022, at West Chester UMC. Because space is very 
limited this year, we won’t be able to send a 
delegation to watch the services in person.

Instead, we will have a Watch Party at 
CUMC beginning at 11 AM on Saturday, May
21. Anyone who would like to watch the 
live-streamed service of ordination is invited to
view it in the sanctuary. If you prefer, you also can 
watch from home by accessing the
Eastern PA District United Methodist Church 
Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/epaumc

Sunday, May 22, we will celebrate Pastor 
Zach’s achievement at both services. Following 
the second service, we’ll have a reception on the 
church lawn with refreshments, special guests, and 
a few surprises! (If it rains, we’ll move the 
celebration inside.) There will be a basket to 
collect your cards, congratulatory notes, or 
prayers for the Hopples.

Please sign up on the CUMC website or on 
the sheet in the narthex if you’ll be coming
to the reception so we can gauge the amount of 
food we’ll need. Deadline to sign up is May 15th.

We hope you’ll join us to celebrate this 
special time for our Pastor and our Church.

https://www.facebook.com/epaumc
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Yard Sale Update
Deborah Circle held its annual indoor yard sale on Saturday April 2. We 
rented table space and sold jewelry. This netted $435. We were given a 
very generous donation of $50 from a vendor. A check in the amount 
of $517.00 was sent to Henderson Settlement, Frakes, KY - A United 
Methodist Mission. 

Quilt & Afghan Display Review
Deborah Circle members would like to thank everyone who contributed to our beautiful 

Quilt Show this past Saturday. We were able to raise around $150 which will be used to 
purchase Bibles for Liberty Ministry. Thank you to those, especially Gloria and Kevin Woodland, 
for displaying the beautiful heirloom quilts; to Joanne Cowles, for a Quilting demonstration for 
those interested in quilting. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed a quilt(s) for our display.
And a big thank you to Jen Harrison, this would not have happened without all of your 

help and knowledge.
Jean Davis and Gail Scott

Gloria Woodland, Jean Davis, Gail Scott

JoAnne Cowles 
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Are you making summer plans yet? Your pastors hope you will look at how summer camp 
might fit into your plans for your children and youth. Camp is an amazing opportunity to get 
outside, unplug from technology, learn social skills, and grow more independent. But more than 
all of that, we want them to experience Christ in a personal way.

Camp isn’t just for children. There are weeks for kids up through graduation! Did you know 
that a week at church camp is equal to a year in Sunday school?! Church camp is such a 
transforming experience! If you don’t have camp-age kids of your own, talk to your neighbors, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews!

With 4 camps in our conference, you will certainly find a program and a week that fits 
your busy schedule! Camp scholarships, covering 50% of the cost, are available for any child 
who needs it. And because children are often nervous about going alone, we will also give 
scholarships to their friends who aren’t connected to Christ UMC to help make it affordable for 
their families too! If you are interested in a scholarship, please contact Pastor Tawny.

Go online to find out more information today!

Camp Innabah: https://www.innabah.org/    Carson Simpson Farm: http://www.csfarm.org/
Gretna Glen: http://www.gretnaglen.org/     Pocono Plateau: http://www.poconoplateau.org/

There are other ways to support our camping ministry! You can 
● give to the church scholarship fund. Simply write the check to Christ UMC and put “camp 

scholarship” in the memo line. 
● volunteer to serve as a camp counselor. All of our camps rely on volunteer

support to run 
● go during the off season and help prepare the camp for its many guests!

Save the Date for Food Truck Party Bible Camp, July 18-22nd!

At Food Truck Party Bible Camp (VBS) children are invited to get 
on a roll with God! It will run from July 18-22nd. 

You can choose between our morning session that will run from 
9-12 AM and our evening session that will run from 6-8:30 PM. 

At Food Truck Party Bible Camp, children will explore the Lord's 
Prayer and other fun Bible stories through music, games, crafts, and snack. They will have an 
amazing adventure as they spend time with old friends and make new ones! VBS is open for 
kids 4 years old by September 1st, 2022 through sixth grade. (Sixth graders can choose to be 
youth volunteers, if they prefer.) 

In order to have our volunteer team in place, our registration will open for children on 
April 1st this year! If you would like to volunteer, please sign up here: 
https://christumclansdale.mycokesburyvbs.com/

 Please Contact Pastor Tawny at tawny.bernhardt@cumclansdale.org if you have any 
questions or would like to learn more!
More information about safety practices will be sent out this summer, as we monitor the 
situation and CDC recommendations at that time. 

https://www.innabah.org/
http://www.csfarm.org/
http://www.gretnaglen.org/
http://www.poconoplateau.org/
https://christumclansdale.mycokesburyvbs.com/
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We give thanks to God 
for the Ripley’s who 
cleaned up our small 
brass cross used for 
Children's Worship. This 
cross was originally used 
in the Green Street 
building. It is truly 
beautiful again!




