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We will observe Palm/Passion Sunday on March 25 with our normal worship hours and the
distribution of palm branches. Our Holy Thursday,
March 29, service will include communion and, for
those who desire it, foot washing. A brief service
will begin a three hour prayer vigil on Good Friday,
March 30, from noon till 3:00 in the sanctuary.
Friday evening, March 30, a Tenebrae service, or
service of shadows, will tell the story of Jesus’ passion from the point of view of Mark as the
sanctuary is gradually dimmed to total darkness. Then Easter morning, April 1, at 6:30 am,
we will begin our celebrations of Jesus’ resurrection with our “Sonrise” service at the
Columbarium, followed by a breakfast, and then our regular schedule of services at 8:30 and
11:00.

1 & 15– Renovations Enabled
Ministries Team Mtg.
4– SPRC Mtg.
5– Books Between Friends
5– Refreshment Team Mtg.
8– Board of Trustees
11 & 25– Homosexuality Dialogue
12– Deborah Circle
14– Men’s Breakfast Group
14 & 28– Earthen Vessels
14– Senior Sunday Planning
15– Blood Drive
15– Cooking for Manna
15– Care Ministers Mtg.
16– Preschool Parent Game Night
17 & 24– Care Ministers Training

18– Missions Fair
18– Mission Committee Mtg.
20– Evening Fellowship
20– Finance Committee Mtg.
21– Friendly Seniors
21– Endowment Committee Mtg.
22– Stitching Sisters
22– Susannah Wesley Circle
25– Palm Sunday
28– Abington Adult Day Worship
29– Maundy Thursday
30– Good Friday
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Super Bowl Reflections
What a game! For those of us who consider ourselves Eagles fans it was an incredible evening. I
am writing this on the day of the victory parade and rally. How excited can one city get! It is
wonderful to have our Eagles become the Super Bowl Champs.
Many people far more qualified than I have analyzed the reasons why, but I can’t help reflecting
on some of the things I too observed, and their implications for all of us. One obvious reason was
their passion. They were focused on this goal. And they put in the hard work all season preparing
and being disciplined.

Another thing that stood out for me was the commitment to
team. This victory was not the result of a few star players. The
whole team contributed. They had depth and they valued the
potential in each other. The players and coaches were quick to
credit one another and celebrate the team effort.
I also became aware this year how some members of this team
were not just passionate about football, they were compassionate
toward others. They made significant contributions of time and
money to various needs and causes in this area and beyond. They
were quality people off the field as well as on the field.
So congratulations to the Eagles!
Coach Jesus has been giving us some instructions for the “Super Bowl of Life” in our readings in
Mark. I am thinking of course of Mark 9:35 “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and
servant of all.” I think I saw that attitude in the Eagles players. They were in it for each other and
not for self. For them it was not just team strategy but their strategy for life. I hope with all the
attention that has come their way they can continue in the same attitude. Bickering, jealous,
conflicted teams do not go the whole way no matter how much talent they may possess.
Jesus’ words here are a guide for how we all should approach life. There is nothing greater than a
readiness to serve. Whether at home or at work, at church or in the community, let’s be known
for our selflessness, our humility, our compassion for others and our passion for our mission.
-Gary Nicholson

Wise Words from the Welcoming Ministry
This month, spend a few minutes at the refreshment table in the
lobby (available after each service)-seek out someone you don't know
-great fellowship can take place over a cup of coffee and a cookie!

Mission of the Month:

UMCOR is a ministry of The United Methodist Church through the General Board of Global
Ministries, and their goal is to assist the most vulnerable persons affected by crisis or chronic
need without regard to their race, religion, gender, or sexual orientation. They believe all
people have God-given worth and dignity.
UMCOR’s work reaches people in more than 80 countries, including the United States. They
provide humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupt life to such an extent
that communities are unable to recover on their own.
While UMCOR cooperates with other aid organizations to extend their reach, their most
important partners are the people they serve. UMCOR states, ”We are confident that successful
solutions to emergency or chronic conditions begin with the affected population.” UMCOR
provides these survivors not only temporary relief but long-term education, training, and
support.
UMCOR spends 100 percent of designated donations on the projects our donors specify.
When UMCOR donors give their time, money, and supplies, they join UMCOR as the hands and
feet of Christ.

Endowment Committee Announcement
It is with great pleasure that the Endowment Committee announces that income from our
investments has allowed us to fund projects totaling $1,350 for 2018. The Committee will
begin accepting proposals for project funding beginning at the end of February. The projects
may be for anything in the church that requires attention, but is NOT
included in the current year’s budget. An electronic copy of the funding
proposal form is online under the Endowment tab (located in the Donate
section) on the church website. It is preferable that the proposals be
submitted utilizing the online tool, although they may be submitted in
paper form by downloading and completing the form and submitting it
to the Endowment Committee. Proposals will be accepted through April
15th and decision on project funding will be announced by the end of
June.

Register for VBS!
Beginning March 1st, registration for Vacation Bible School will be live on our church website!
This year’s VBS will run from July 16-20th, 2018. Our VBS is open to all children age 4 thru
completed fifth grade. Be sure to invite your children, grandchildren, neighborhood children,
and anyone else you know to come experience this awesome adventure. We will hear Bible
stories that impact our children’s lives, sing catchy songs, create cool crafts, play awesome
games, and eat delicious and fun snacks.
You can choose from two separate times: 9 AM-12PM or 6-8:30PM. There is a $10 cost ($25 max
per family) to help us cover the cost of our VBS shirts. If this cost is a burden to your family,
please contact the church office as confidential scholarships are available.
Your VBS registration will be complete after you bring in your check and pick up your
information packet. If you haven’t picked up your packet by June or called us to confirm your
attendance, we will begin to reach out to the children on our waitlist. Additionally, if you register
but your plans change, please contact the church office as soon as possible to let us know!
Join the VBS Fun!
We still need volunteers for both timeslots to help our children experience Christ on the Rolling
River! Please contact Pastor Tawny today if you are interested in volunteering the week of VBS!

What roles are still needed on the river adventure? There are more, but here are several key roles
we need this year:
Crew Guide: These leaders shepherd our rafters safely
between stations. Because of their constant interaction, they
will likely form the strongest bond with the rafters.
Bible Storyteller: We need adults to share the awesome
stories of Jesus with our kids.
Preschool Teachers: We are looking for 2 more preschool
teachers for the morning VBS to serve our many preschool
students who will come to VBS! These students attend a preschool assembly and music time and
do the rest of their stations within their classrooms.
Picnic Crew: On Friday, we celebrate a great week of VBS with a picnic. We need several
teams of people to set up, serve, or clean up the picnic. Many hands make light work!
Please pray over how God might be calling you to share your time and gifts with the children
who will participate in this year’s VBS, and then sign up on our website under “sign ups” or on
the bulletin board by the preschool office or contact Pastor Tawny if there is an area you want to
know more about!

Meet Your Care Ministers
What is the role of a care minister at Christ UMC? We visit with you when you are in the hospital.
We pray with you, and for you, prior to an operation. We stay in touch with you as you face life
events. We visit with our members who are homebound or in a medical facility.
Please be sure to let us know if you have a procedure upcoming. We want to walk beside you.
Pictured is your team of care ministers-we hope you'll reach out to us if we can help you with any
situation you are facing.

Sarah Hamill, Care Minister

Sussie Venuto, Care Minister

Marge Kramer, Director of
Congregational Care

Karen Fallows, Care Minister

Carolyn Hadka, Care Minister

Brian Dalbow, Care Minister
Joe Brown, Care Minister

Look What’s Been Happening!

The second and third grade Sunday school classes were busy
filling Aid For Friends Breakfast bags. They filled a total of 40
bags with various breakfast items which will help support the
Aid for Friends mission.

Look What’s Been Happening!

After much anticipation, the Refreshment Team
kicked-off Sunday morning refreshments in our
newly expanded lobby. Stop by for light snacks,
beverages and
fellowship after
Sunday morning
worship.

Flood buckets were
assembled and dedicated to
help those who are in need
due to natural disaster.

The Organ Completion project is underway. The new organ pipes, ordered in spring of 2017 are
finished and have been delivered. They were custom made by Organ Supply Industries in Erie,
PA and recently shipped to our organ builder, Crossan Savage, Inc. in Cedars, PA. Not pictured
are larger pipes, that were safely crated out of view. Next step in
the process will be the off-site
construction of wooden chests
that hold the pipes vertically
and supply air pressure. Stay

Welcome New Members!

Dennis Bieler

Jon Clemmer

Wendy Clemmer

My name is Dennis Bieler. I
live in Lansdale. I am the
father of three grown
children and have 2
granddaughters. I work as
an elevator constructor. I
am engaged to Carolyn
Schwarz and will be getting
married in May. I enjoy
hiking, biking and wood
working.

My name is Jonathan
“Jon” Clemmer. My wife is
Wendy Clemmer and we
have two children,
Mackenzie who is five and
Blake who is two. Penn
State and Penn State
football is a big part of me.
My other hobbies/
interests are collecting
antique tractors and
model trains. I love
spending time with my
children and wife.

Wendy Clemmer lives in
Harleysville with her
husband, Jon, and their two
children, Mackenzie (5) and
Blake (2). Wendy is the
Project/Business Manager
at American Baptist
Women’s Ministries. When
she has down time, she
enjoys crafting.

Adult Membership Class
Because there were interested people who were
unable to attend our last adult membership class,
we are holding a special session on Thursday, March
22, at 6-8:30 pm. We will begin with a light supper. If
you have been thinking about joining and would like
to attend the class, please contact one of the
pastors or the church office.

Becky Sitler

Hello, my name is Becky Sitler. I
have been attending this church
since 2002. I thought it was time to
join. Even though I know in my
heart I am already a member of
this church family and God doesn’t
care about my membership
because we are all part of His
family. I thank you for being so
welcoming and most of all I thank
God. Amen.

Welcome New Members!
I was born and raised in the Lansdale area. I moved to Canada in 1970
then to Jacksonville, FL 15 years later. My spouse passed away in 2008
and Father passed in 2015. After 32 years in Florida I decided that it
was time to move back with family. Volunteering, cooking, reading
and quilting are some of my past times. In 2007 ( after 19 years) I
retired from a health and insurance company. While at Lakewood
UMC, I was very fortunate to be able to work with a chef and other
Sharon Moran
staff to help prepare weekly meals for about 150 people. Over the last
number of years I have made hundreds of quilts-mainly for needy
children. Presently I volunteer at Manna on Main Street and Thrift/Acorn Shops at Dock. I am
currently living with my brother and wife till I move into Dock Living Branches in the spring.

Lisa grew up in Roxborough (Phila) and moved to the Lansdale area
with her husband, Tito, daughter Samantha and dog Roxy over 10
years ago. She enjoys her work in Marketing and Advertising, but is
passionate about spending time with her family. She likes to vacation
where there is sun, palm trees and a beach, and is fortunate to have
extended family living in Fort Lauderdale, making beach vacations
irresistible. Lisa and her daughter Sam found our church a year ago
and they both wanted to thank their fellow parishioners for
welcoming them and making them feel as if they were part of our
church family for years.
Lisa Cabeza

Announcements


Deborah Circle Annual Flea Market: Saturday, April 7, 8am-2pm in Fellowship Hall. Gather
your donations! Drop off will be in Rose Garden Room 107, Wednesday, April 4 through
Friday, April 6. Proceeds benefit missions. (Please, no electronic or clothing donations.)



If you have items to donate to ongoing collections (Food for Manna on Main St., Boxtops for
Red Bird, Devotionals for Liberty Ministries, etc.) please take them to the Collections Table in
the lobby.



Our Wednesday night meals continue in March! Anyone is welcome to join us from 5-6:45 in
room 106. We are in need of two entrees for March. Please contact Pastor Tawny if you
would be willing to donate a meal that could feed 20-25 people for March 14th or 28th. If you
wouldn’t mind cooking but would like a recipe that could feed a crowd, Pastor Tawny can also
offer you different options!

Join Us!
Friendly Seniors will meet on March 21st, in Fellowship Hall, for
a wonderful Pot Luck Luncheon. We will have a speaker from
the Pennsylvania Master Gardeners who will talk to us about
Container Gardening. All are welcome, please sign up, and bring
a covered dish or dessert for our pot luck luncheon. Luncheon
begins at 11:30 a.m.
Did you ever want to try yoga but you were hesitant to try it? Well,
your time has come for an introduction here at CUMC. Please join
the Susannah Wesley Circle, and our instructor, Krissy Gutowski, for
a beginners’ intro yoga class on March 22 at 7pm in our new lobby.
This class will be a light, slow moving class to help lengthen and
strengthen while having fun. We will practice breathing exercises,
standing stretches, balance, and seated stretches. If you are interested in attending, please
bring a mat and a water bottle. Please eat 30 minutes to an hour before the class begins. Wear
comfortable, form fitting clothes. The instructor fee is $6 per person. Sign-up one of two ways:
1. Sign up in the Lobby on the YOGA Sign-Up Sheet
2. Send Wendy Beatty-Burg an e-mail at beattyburg@aol.com if you’d like to attend.
will meet on March
22nd from 10am - noon in the lounge. We are
currently helping Santa get ready for his visit
to CUMC next December. Interested in
helping us or joining us, contact Karen
Fallows, 267-240-7800 or
kbfallows@comcast.net.

The ladies of Deborah Circle will meet on
Monday, March 12, at 11:30am, in Fellowship
Hall. Bring a sandwich or salad for lunch and
join them for a video on “The Upper Room” in
Nashville, TN, showing the chapel, museum
and garden. Dessert will be provided.

Disciple Bible Study: Invitation to Romans
We are offering this eight-week Disciple
short study of Romans, Paul’s most
important and influential letter in the
development of the Christian Church. This
letter teaches us about “some of the key
components of Christian identity” which
have shaped, under its influence, the
thinking of the early church leaders:
Augustine, Martin Luther, John Calvin and
John Wesley, among many.
The study will commence with orientation
on Thursday, April 5th, 1PM (the week
following Easter) and continuing weekly on
Thursdays, 1-2:30 PM until May 24th. Frieda
Bailey will be facilitating the class.
Questions? Call Frieda at 610-584-0773 or
email - fbbailey80@gmail.com

Children’s Ministries
Volunteers Needed
Want to support our Children’s Ministries? We are
in need of volunteers for our Circuit Kids (children’s
church) ministry. If we can get a second volunteer
each week, we can expand Circuit Kids to reach our
fourth and fifth grade families. We want a place
where our older elementary kids can get excited
about going to church, get their energy out, and
hear a message about Jesus that they will be able
to understand. We are hoping to have these
volunteers in place by Easter!

Shower Our Nursery With Love!
We are looking to add a few items to our regular nursery, as well as open an unattended infant
nursery for parents who want to keep their child with them in worship but need to feed a hungry
baby, rock their child to sleep, or change a dirty diaper. In order to do this, we’d love your help!
We are looking for donations of items that your child may have outgrown. Please let Pastor
Tawny know if you have any of the following gently used items:
Glider (2) with or without ottoman
Swing
Stand up toy

Pack-n-play (2)
Walk behind toy
Infant toys

Send Your Child to Camp!
(see the insert for more information)

Sheets for pack n play
Ride on toy for toddlers

Send your child to Church Camp!
Your pastors want our children and youth to have this amazing opportunity to get
outside, to unplug from technology, learn social skills, and grow more independent. But more than all of that, we want them to experience Christ in a personal
way. Camp isn’t just for children. There are weeks for kids up through graduation!
Did you know that a week at church camp is equal to a year in Sunday school?!
Church camp is such a transforming experience! If you don’t have camp-age kids
of your own, talk to your neighbors, grandchildren, nieces and nephews!

With 4 camps in our conference, you will certainly find a program and a week that
fits your busy schedule! Camp scholarships, covering 50% of the cost, are available for any child who needs it. And because children are often nervous about going
alone, we will also give scholarships to their friends to help make it affordable for
their families too!
Pick up a brochure in the lobby or go online to find out more information today!
Camp Innabah: https://www.innabah.org/
Gretna Glen: http://www.gretnaglen.org/
Pocono Plateau: http://www.poconoplateau.org/
Carson Simpson Farm: http://www.csfarm.org/

You can also get involved by giving to the church scholarship fund. Simply write
the check to Christ UMC and put “camp scholarship” in the memo line. You can
volunteer to serve as a camp counselor or go during the off season and help prepare the camp for its many guests! If you are interested in a scholarship, please
contact the church office.

March Volunteers
Ushers

Sound Technicians

8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer,
John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran

4
11
18
25

11:00am Greg Plummer, Glenn McCrea, Janis Harrison,
Tom Harrison, Jack Ripley, Dana Ripley, Mark Supplee, and
Krystyna Supplee.
Captain: Phil Woodruff

Flowers

8:30am
Bill Schaefer
Steve Fallows
Chet Coupe
Ryan Fealy

11:00am
Erich Greiner
Steph Shuey
Paul Bernhardt

Circuit Kids Helpers

Children’s Sermon

4

Blissman Family and Judy Yoder

4

Frieda Bailey

4

11

Don & Nancy Albacker and Frank Ross

11

Warren Shuey

11 Kathy Barlick/Janellen Reid

Erich Greiner

Greg & Judi Plummer

18
25

18 Tina Hooper
25 Jean Davis

18
25

Anne Marie Legates

Nursery Volunteers
4
11
18
25

8:30am
Jessica Snyder/Wendy Clemmer
Liz Zearfoss
Kristi Weatherwax
Anna Shelton/Jill Benchouk

9:45am
Carolyn Hadka

Allana Mathis
Becky Wagner

11:00am
Judi Plummer
Diane Bresser & Alice Neil
Anne Marie Legates/Emily Geesaman
Laura McCarney & Julie Arnold

Lay Readers
4
11
18
25

Greeters

8:30am
11:00am
Anna Shelton
Judy Yoder
Senior Sunday
Suzanne Williams
Frieda Bailey
Carolyn Gibson
Judy Yoder

8:30am
4 Anna & Bruce Shelton
11 Marge Kramer/Suzanne Williams
18 Jim & Liz Zearfoss
25 Suzanne Williams

Reichley Class
Teacher

Worship Leader

4

Frieda Bailey

Barb Tibbits

11
18

Marge Kramer
Jan Sawicki

Frank Ross
Bob Tibbits

25

Tom Harrison

Barb Tibbits

11:00am
Fred & Carol Wynne
Bob & Barb Tibbits
Fred & Jean Davis
Wayne & Gail Schook

