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Christ UMC’s Women’s Retreat
When: Saturday morning, April 25thSunday afternoon, April 26th
Where: Innabah Camp and Retreat Center – Spring City, PA
Cost: $75 for the overnight or approximately $40 for the day
COST SHOULD NOT DEFER ANYONE
Take a break from the busyness of your life and care for your soul! Join us on the women’s retreat
where we will consider how we can listen for God’s voice.
The total cost of the retreat, including lodging and meals, is $75. In order to make the retreat
affordable, the sleeping accommodations will be bunk style sleeping with shared bathrooms. Please
provide a check, made out to Christ UMC, with “women’s retreat” in the memo line. Please see
Pastor Tawny if cost is an issue .
If you cannot come for the weekend, please register for the day on Saturday for numerous
opportunities for Bible study, fellowship, outdoor activities, worship services, and more!
Please contact Pastor Tawny if you have any questions about the retreat. To register, visit
www.cumclansdale.org then click on the “Women’s Retreat” button under “Events & Sign-Ups”.
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LENT
Named for the lengthening of the daylight hours, Lent consists of the 40 days, excluding Sundays,
leading up to Easter. The season begins with Ash Wednesday,
which will fall, this year, on February 26. That night we will
have a special service at 7pm, led by Pastor Tawny. It will
include hymns, a message, communion, and the opportunity,
for those who so desire, to receive the imposition of ashes on
their forehead. This is a symbol of both our mortality and our
penitence for our sin.
Throughout the Sundays of Lent, our worship theme will be
“Inner Healing for Healthy Living.” We will seek God’s grace in
our lives as we deal with issues such as rejection, failure, fear,
disagreement, and greed. I hope you take this season as a
special time to draw close to God and experience his love in
your life.
On Palm Sunday we will remember how Jesus, though hailed as King, humbled himself so that God’s
forgiveness might bring healing to our guilt. At 7pm on Holy Thursday, Pastor Eric will bring the
message as we remember Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. On Good Friday the children will have
a special program at 10am to explore why we call this day GOOD Friday. At 7pm we will experience
Jesus’ passion with a Service of Tenebrae, or shadows, which dramatically recalls the events of Jesus’
Crucifixion. This year, the service of readings, hymns, anthems and solos will be based on the Gospel
of John. As the lights in the sanctuary are gradually dimmed, we will understand how human sin
snuffed out the Light of World.
We will begin our celebration of the resurrection at 6:30am with our Sonrise Service at the
Columbarium. Accompanied by the sounds of the brass, we will declare, “Christ is risen. Christ is
risen, indeed!” A free breakfast will follow in Fellowship Hall. Our Easter services, and Sunday school
for all ages, will occur at their normal hours. I will preach at the Sonrise service and complete the
dramatic sermon I began Christmas Eve with “The Rest of the Story” at 8:30am and 11:00am. Find out
how the stable keeper of Bethlehem has his second encounter with Jesus thirty-three years later.
Be sure to share the Holy Week invitation cards with others in your family, your neighbors, friends at
work, and others to whom God draws you.
-Pastor Gary Nicholson

United Methodist Scholarship
Albright College, in Reading, PA, is offering a $500 scholarship to incoming students who are active
in their United Methodist Church. To receive the scholarship, ask one of our Pastors to write a letter,
affirming your active participation at Christ UMC, prior to sending your enrollment deposit.
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Mission of the Month:
UMCOR Cleaning Kits
If last year is any example, the weather caused many natural disasters-flooding, mudslides, and
forest fires. To get a jump on this, the Mission Committee wanted to be pro-active and assemble
cleaning kits filled to the brim with essential cleaning supplies. This list of supplies is very specific,
such as one five gallon round bucket with a re-sealable lid or one 16-40 ounce bottle of liquid
concentrate household cleaner. With your monetary
donations, we will purchase the needed supplies and
then assemble the buckets. There is a UMCOR
warehouse in Allentown, which is a collection site, and
we will take the assembled buckets there for
distribution when needed. Our prayer is that this year is
one of beautiful weather, but just in case... let’s be
prepared.
The mission committee thanks you all for your
generous support of our March mission of the month.

Adult Service Project with
Carpenter’s Calling Mission Team (CCMT)
We received confirmation from the Upper New York UMC Conference, for CCMT to spend the week
of April 25/26 to May 2, 2020 helping repair homes affected by Oct. 31, 2019 flooding that affected
~1000 homes in the Utica, NY area. Utica is the county seat of Oneida County, NY and is situated
within the region referred to as the Mohawk Valley of Central NY. It is about an hour East of
Syracuse. Many basements have been flooded, 300 homes are needing repairs, and even more
homes lifted off foundations and lost.
The team will be housed in an airport hanger and shower trailers will be available. Plans for the
preparation of meals are underway. All we need now are the hands of Christ - your hands!
We will be serving within our UMVIM Northeastern Jurisdiction, for the first time in a longtime. This
allows us to assist our neighbors to the north, with a relatively short trip of only 5 hours. Even if you
cannot join us, we ask for your prayers for this Mission Journey and the many families affected by
this disaster in Central New York.
Contact Ken Dickinson at Orangeaero@Comcast.net if interested in serving on this proect.
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Volunteers Needed
11:00 Ushers
We currently have openings available for volunteers (adults and older youth)
who would like to serve our church as an usher at the 11:00am Sunday
Service. No experience is necessary – we will train. Each of our ushers serves
for one or two months out of each year – your choice of months. This
important ministry provides an opportunity to meet and greet our guests
and visitors while serving the congregation at Sunday morning worship
services.
Please contact Phil Woodruff (610-584-8595), or call the church office at 215-855-1643, if you are
interested in serving as an usher or have any questions.

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 4TH
CHURCH YARD SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY
A great way of spending 3 hours for fellowship, stewardship AND
saving the church ~$1,600 to use towards more beneficial endeavors.
More information to follow.
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Vacation Bible School
We are going on a FROZEN adventure to find the
King’s Armor!
This year’s Kids’ Camp VBS will run from July 13-17th! Our VBS is open to
all children age 4 (by September 1, 2020) through completed sixth
grade. Invite your children, grandchildren, neighborhood children, and
anyone else you know to come experience this adventure, filled with knights, princesses, and
dragons, as we hear Bible stories that impact our children’s lives, sing catchy songs, create cool
crafts, play awesome games, and eat delicious and fun snacks.
We will, again, have 2 different times to reach our community during the same week. Registration
will open on April 1st!
We still need many volunteers in the morning and in the evening to make
Kids’ Camp VBS a success:
Crew Leaders, Elementary and Preschool Station Leaders and assistants, Nursery
Childcare Volunteers, Refreshment Team, Evening Dinner Team, and Opening
Assembly Team. We also need volunteers to serve on our registration team, Picnic
Crew, office help, as well as other volunteers who can step in as needed. Please
contact Pastor Tawny to learn more about any of these roles!
Register your child to participate, and yourself to serve, online at
https://2020.cokesburyvbs.com/christumclansdale

Send Your Child to Church Camp!
As you plan your summer schedule, be sure to plan a week at church
camp! With 4 camps in our conference, you will certainly find a program
and a week that fits your busy schedule. Camp scholarships, covering 50%
of the cost, are available for any child who needs it. And because children
are often nervous about going alone, we will also give scholarships to their
friends to help make it affordable for their families too.
Go online to find out more information today!
Camp Innabah: https://www.innabah.org/
Gretna Glen: http://www.gretnaglen.org/
Pocono Plateau: http://www.poconoplateau.org/
Carson Simpson Farm: http://www.csfarm.org/
You can also get involved by giving to the church scholarship fund. Simply write the check to Christ
UMC and put “camp scholarship” in the memo line. You can volunteer to serve as a camp counselor
or go during the off season and help prepare the camp for its many guests! If you are interested in a
scholarship, please contact the church office.
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Look What’s Been Happening!
Friendly Seniors would
like to thank everyone
who donated to our
collection of household
products for the Liberty
Ministries Home for
Women (recently released
from prison). We collected
numerous packages of
paper napkins, paper
plates, aluminum foil, paper towels, toilet
paper, new bath towels, dish soap, laundry
soap, and cleaning supplies.
Deborah Circle also donated three new
bedding sets for the bedrooms. Thank you.

Thank you to the volunteers who made over
1,100 meatballs for the Youth Spaghetti
Dinner.

Join Us!
Caring and Learning Gathering
Some members and friends of CUMC have expressed concern for how our congregation can best
connect with the LGBTQIA+ community and their allies. These members and friends have been
meeting after the second service, from 12:15 to 1:30, on the second and
fourth Sundays of each month to share a light meal, have a time of prayer
and devotion, discuss issues, and support one another. The dozen or so
people have been calling themselves the Caring and Learning Gathering.
They would like to extend an invitation to others in our congregation, and
in the community around us, and request you would invite any persons
you think might be interested in such a Caring and Learning Gathering. If
you have questions you may speak with Pastor Nicholson or the
coordinator of the group, Chad Hussein.

Our next 13 week GriefShare program begins on Wednesday, April 1st. Each
session runs for two hours. We meet in the Reichley Room (#123). See our
website, www.cumclansdale.org, to register. If you have a friend or family
member who could benefit from a grief support group, please extend an
invitation.
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Join Us!

Monday, March 9 | 11:30am | Fellowship Hall
We will hear about the Youth Mission Trip to Ohio in August.
Bring a sandwich or salad; dessert will be provided.

Please join our Friendly
Seniors group (adults 55+)
on Wednesday, March 18,
at 11:30am, for a fun
afternoon of games, pizza,
drinks, and dessert. If you

would like to attend, but cannot eat pizza, please feel free
to bring your own lunch (there would be no cost for this).
Please sign-up in the lobby by Sunday, March15. Contact
Gail Scott (215-368-0476) or Pastor Nicholson if you have
any questions.
This is a great opportunity to invite a friend!

This month’s meeting is Thursday
evening, March 26. We will participate
in a half hour yoga session, beginning
at 7:00pm in the church lobby. A
certified yoga instructor will lead our
group in a modified routine suitable for
all ages and levels of yoga experience.
Chairs will be available if needed. Please
wear comfortable clothes, shoes and socks, and bring a yoga
mat or thick beach towel. A freewill offering will be taken. A
brief meeting and healthy snacks will follow the yoga
session. We are happy to welcome new members to our
group - please join us as we learn how to maintain healthy
minds, bodies, and spirits.
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Our first project for 2020 is
helping Santa prepare for next
Christmas. Close to 200
children sit on Santa's lap each
year, so we are busy. Our next
project will be items for The
Baby Bureau, a non-profit
organization serving babies in
need throughout the greater
Philadelphia area. We will be
making infant - 2T sized
booties, hats, blankets and
sweaters. See the wish list
on thebabybureau.org for
more information. Our next
meeting is Thursday, March
12th, from 10:00-noon, in the
lounge. All are welcome.
Contact Karen Fallows,
267-240-7800 or
kbfallows59@gmail.com. If you
are unable to attend our
meetings but would like to help,
I'll gladly add you to our group
email list.
Chrismon Embroidery Kits:
There are still about 8
unreturned kits out
there. Possibly you had a well
intentioned idea, but you were
unable to find the time. Please
return them to the Stitching
Sisters box. We will gladly
accept unfinished or partially
completed kits, no questions
asked. Thank you.

Join Us
CarFit for Older Adults
April 21, 2020

1pm- 3pm at Christ UMC

CarFit is a FREE, interactive and educational program that teaches participants how to make their
personal vehicle “fit” them to increase safety and mobility when they hit the road.
•

Review 12 key areas of your fit to your car such as adequate space from the steering wheel,
proper seat belt use, and properly adjusted head restraints.

•

Learn how to use and adjust your safety devices.

•

Each checkup takes about 20 minutes— this is not a driving test or mechanical inspection.

To schedule your 20-minute appointment, please call:
Claire Kuzmicki
Program Specialist
Montgomery County Office of Senior Services
610-278-3426
This program is delivered by the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services
Appointment spaces are limited, so don’t wait!
For more information, visit www.car-fit.org.

Annual Lancaster County Trip
Saturday, May 2
-Wheatland, home of James Buchanan, 15th President of United States
-Lunch at Boehm’s United Methodist Church, Willow Street
-Guided tour of Boehm’s Chapel, built in 1791, oldest existing structure built for Methodist worship
-Choo-Choo Barn, Strasburg-1700 sq. ft. model train layout, animated figures and vehicles, 22
operating trains
-Kitchen Kettle and its shops
-Five-course, home-cooked meal with our Amish friends
Cost is $68, which includes Hagey Coach transportation, Wheatland, Boehm’s UMC lunch, tour of
Boehm’s Chapel, Choo-Choo Barn and Amish meal. Sign-up on the sheet in the lobby. Information
sheets are available with the sign-up.
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Join Us
Healthy Steps in Motion
This class is designed for adults aged 50 and older. Its focus:
•

Building body strength

•

Increasing flexibility

•

Improving balance

Monday, April 6th through June 1st (no class on Memorial Day.)
Each session is one hour, from 1:30 to 2:30pm.
Exercise bands are provided-no towels or mats needed.
Maximum class size is 15. You'll find a sign up sheet on the kiosk in the lobby.

Tools for Ministry
The annual training workshops for United Methodist Churches on the East District of the EPA
Conference will be held on Saturday, March 7th, at Lehman Memorial UMC, 300 S. York Rd., Hatboro.
All laity are invited to participate in the workshops of their choice. The schedule for the day:
8:00am

Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:45am

Devotion by Bishop Peggy Johnson

9:00-10:15am

Workshop 1

10:30-11:45am

Workshop 2

Noon-1:00pm

Lunch

The registration deadline is March 2. The cost is $15, including materials, breakfast and lunch.
You may choose two from the following workshops:
1. New Evangelism Models: Lessons Learned from Methodist Missions with Native Americans
2. The United Methodist Structure & Upcoming Conference Legislation
3. Cross-Racial/Cross Cultural Workshop
4. Drug Addiction in the 21st Century
5. Adaptive Re-Use of Church Property: Freeing Up Resources for Ministry
6. Form Forum: Help for Those Preparing Charge Conference and Statistical Reports
7. Youth Ministries
8. Ministering to Older Adults
9. Church Growth
10. The Ministry of a Trustee
11. Training for Church Leadership
Register at: https://www.epaumc.org/conference-calendar/east-district-tools-for-ministry/
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Announcements
Dear Christ UMC family,
What needs do you have around your house that we can help to fill? Here are a few of the recent
tasks that our Hands and Feet ministry volunteers were able to complete (or will complete):
•

Jack Ripley installed a safety bar in the shower for Frank Ross.

•

Frank Ross will be preparing Esther Loews' desktop computer and
printer for moving, and will set it up in her new home.

It's hard sometimes to give in and ask for help, but we have
assembled a team of people who are eager to help you with a variety
of small projects.
We'd love to hear from you. Please contact the church office, or
complete a blue Connect card (found in the pew racks) with your
request and contact info.
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth
but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the
feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the
world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has
no body now on earth but yours.”― Teresa of Avila

Saturday, April 4th - 8am to 1pm
Family Yard Sale in Fellowship Hall.
Homemade food by Susannah Wesley
Circle.
Proceeds benefit missions.
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By popular request…
Pastor Nicholson’s SHOO FLY PIE Recipe

Ingredients for nine-inch pie:
Dry Ingredients

Wet Ingredients

1 cup of flour

1 egg slightly beaten

1 T shortening

1 cup of King Syrup (red label with a lion on it)

1 tsp. cinnamon

1 cup hot water

¾ cup light brown sugar

1 tsp baking soda

Mix the dry ingredients well and place half on the bottom of an unbaked pie shell.
Mix the wet ingredients well and pour gently over the dry. To keep the liquid ingredients from
boiling over the edges, do not overfill the crust.
Sprinkle the remaining dry ingredients over the wet distributing evenly all the way to the edges.
Bake at 350° for 40 minutes. Pie is finished when the filling becomes firm and no longer makes any
wave when pie plate is moved.
Need a pie crust recipe?
4 ½ cups of flour
2 tsp salt
1 ½ cup of butter flavored Crisco
For a nine-inch crust use 1 ¾ cup of mix.
Add 2 ½ T of cold water.
Mix well. Form ball and knead long enough to remove seams. Roll out to size needed. Place in
baking dish, trim extra, and pinch edges.
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Greeters
8:30am
1
8 Suzanne Williams/Marge Kramer
15
22 Liz & Jim Zearfoss
29 Anna & Bruce Shelton

Flowers
11:00am
Fred & Jean Davis
Cliff Lukens
Joanne Montana/Nancy Shane
Gail & Al Scott
Flo Kalin/Virginia Hare

Lay Readers
8:30am
1 Carol Welte
8 Scout Sunday
15 Terence Hamill
22 Jill Benchouk
29 Anna Shelton

11:00am
Tim Weir
Scout Sunday
Nancy Albacker
Joanne Montana
Deb Scott

Blissman/ McCrea

8

Albacker/

15
22 Plummer/
29

Ushers
8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer,
John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran.
11:00am Sarah Hamill, Terence Hamill, Barb Tibbits,
Rosanne Harris, Pat Solomito, and Ron White.
Captain: Irene Dickinson

Sound Technicians
8:30am
1 Bill Schaefer
8 Steve Fallows
15 Chet Coupe
22 Ryan Fealy
29 Steve Fallows
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Children’s Worship

11:00am
Erich Greiner
Paul Bernhardt

1

Anne Marie Legates/Dana Ripley

8

Kathy Barlick/

15 Tina Hooper/Janellen Reid
22 Jean Davis/Carolyn Hadka
29 Nancy Kralik/Beth Schumacher

8:30

Nursery Volunteers
9:45

11:00

1
8
15
22

Wendy Clemmer/Sue Weir
Liz Zearfoss/B. or E. Geesaman
Kristi Weatherwax
Anna Shelton

Melissa Sesi
Yoshimi Weir
Alicia Sehn
Becky Wagner

Greg Plummer/Pat Shuey
Alice Neil/Diane Bresser
Anne Marie Legates/Brian Hadka
Julie Arnold/

29

Iain Campbell/Steph Shuey

Hillary McCartney

Kathy Ellis/Ineke McCrea
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