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Calendar Highlights 

5 & 19– New Members Class 

5, 11, 19, 26– Softball 

6– Picnic Planning 

9– Handbell Concert 

10– Deborah Circle 

11– Renovations Enabled Ministries 

12– Men’s Breakfast Group 

12 & 26– Earthen Vessels 

13– Susannah Wesley Circle 

13– Board of Trustees 

16– Fathers’ Day 

18– Finance Committee 

19– Friendly Seniors 

19– Endowment Committee 

20– Cooking for Manna 

20– Care Ministers Mtg. 

23– Mission Committee 

23– SPRC (Closed Mtg.) 

24– Books Between Friends 

26– Abington Adult Day Worship 

27– Stitching Sisters 

28– Caregivers’ Coffee 

It isn’t too Late to Register for Church Camp! 

There is still time and space to sign up for church camp and 

receive a scholarship from the church! You can find out 

more information about the camps at these websites: 

Camp Innabah: https://www.innabah.org/ 

Gretna Glen: http://www.gretnaglen.org/ 

Pocono Plateau: http://www.poconoplateau.org/ 

Carson Simpson Farm: http://www.csfarm.org/ 

Remember, you can receive 50% of the cost of camp for your 
child(ren), as well as a friend to go with them! Please contact 
the church office if you are interested in sending your child 
to camp! 
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It Isn’t Easy Being Third  
I don’t even remember what the contest was or what year in elementary school it 

happened, but I still remember the ribbon and the feeling. I got a yellow ribbon -- a pale, 

yellow ribbon -- not fiery red or royal blue. Those other ribbons looked so nice – blue for 

first place and even the red for second place. They would have been worth celebrating, 

worth saving to remember the contest. But yellow – third place – I just threw it out.  

Do you know the third most important holiday in the Christian year?  

There is an important Christian holiday other than Christmas and Easter? 

Yes! For those who believe in the Trinity, third is important, and that third holiday just 

happens to be about the third person of the Trinity – the Holy Spirit. 

June 9th this year will be Pentecost, the day Christians celebrate the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. Pentecost occurs fifty days after Easter and so it moves around every year just 

like Easter. Before ascending to heaven, Jesus had told his disciples to wait in 

Jerusalem for a gift his Father would send them. That gift was the Holy Spirit. It came 

with the sound of a mighty wind, and with flames of fire on the heads of each disciple, 

and with voices of praise lifted up to God in languages every visitor to 

Jerusalem could understand. 

Peter stood before a growing crowd and preached his first sermon. 

Three thousand persons were baptized that day – not bad! You could 

say the church was born that day. As you continue to read through the 

Book of the Acts of the Apostles, where the Pentecost story is told, you 

realize the book might have been more accurately called the Book of 

the Acts of the Holy Spirit. Whatever it was the apostles were doing, it 

was at the inspiration and empowerment of the Holy Spirit which made 

it possible. 

The Spirit formed them into a tight knit community in which each 

member shared with the others so all had what they needed. The Spirit 

worked miracles of healing through the believers. The Spirit directed the followers of 

Jesus out from their comfort zones and into the world. People heard their message, saw 

their example, and the Spirit granted them the faith to believe. Lives were changed. 

On Sunday, June 9th, we are going to celebrate Pentecost and learn how we can be a 

Holy Spirit empowered people. No pale yellow ribbons, please, for this third major 

holiday in the Christian year. Rather let’s all wear RED in honor of the fire of the Spirit 

that day! God has given us the gift of his Spirit to be with us always and everywhere. 

Let’s celebrate!   

       -Pastor Gary Nicholson 
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Mission of  the Month: Mid-Town Parish UMC  
This name may be familiar to many of you. When Pastor Gary Knerr was at Christ 
Church, we supported the rebuilding of Mid-Town Parish after it was demolished 
for structural damage. Mid-Town Parish is located in the heart of North 
Philadelphia. For 183 years, this church has 
been a focal point of local missions in the 
community. They continue to be a bright spot 
in the lives of many who live in the area. Mid-
Town Parish has just received its “Certificate 
of Occupancy” from the city of Philadelphia. In 
June, we will be collecting to provide funds to 
clean up the parking lot and surrounding 
areas of soil and construction waste so the 
building is ready for use in the congregation’s 
various summer ministries. For the many 
faithful at Mid-Town Parish, this has been a 
long time coming, but this summer marks the 
beginning of a new era in community outreach for Mid-Town Parish. God is faithful 
and good—all the time!  

Wednesday Meal Thank you! 

I want to thank the many people who came together this year to make our Wednesday 

Night Meals a success!  

From the many who cooked and donated meals (Jan Sawicki, 

the Baruffi family, Jean Davis, the Weir family, Marge Kramer, 

Lois Stevenson, Jen Thorpe, Tanya Blissman, Sarah Hamill, the 

Donohoes, and Diane Umbenhauer Schaefer), to Lucy Chelton 

who came early to help me set up and cook our food, to Al 

Anderton and Vanessa Blissman who did our dishes and 

cleaned up the kitchen and the Weatherwax family who took 

out our trash. 

This meal was a blessing to many families, and I am so 

thankful to the many who made it a success!  -Pastor Tawny 

Wise Words from the Welcome Ministry 

Make June the month you “cross the aisle”-during the peace, and 
before and after worship, greet someone new.  
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Iron Pigs Game 
We are going to see the Iron Pigs play at Coco-Cola Park in Allentown. The game is on 

Saturday, August 24th at 6:35 and gates open at 5:15. This is a Saturday Night 

Firework night, so there will be fireworks after the game. Tickets are $11/person and 

parking passes are $5 if you'd like to purchase them in advance. Your ticket includes a 

$2 ballpark credit you can use towards food or souvenirs. This year, our choir (and 

those that want to be in the choir for the evening) will be singing the National Anthem 

before the game. For tickets, please sign up at the kiosk in the lobby or contact the 

church office by Sunday, June 2nd. Payment can be made to the church office any 

time, but will be due by July 7th so that we can receive our tickets in plenty of time to 

get them distributed. If you turn your payment in through the offering plate, please 

clearly mark it for "Iron Pigs Game". Please know that once you sign up we will be 

purchasing tickets for you. Everyone that went last year had a great time and we hope 

to go with an even bigger group this year!    

Special Church Conference for the Election of  2019-2020 Leaders  

All members are invited to a church conference, Tuesday, June 4, at 7pm, in the 

rear of the Sanctuary, to vote on the report of the Committee on Nominations. 

Announcements 

Calling all musicians! We are looking for people 
willing to share their gifts of music with the 
congregation during services this summer. Soloists 
or groups, any age is welcome! Please contact Miki 
Chelton (miki.chelton@cumclansdale.org) to sign up.  

Summer Musicians Needed 

From the Trustees... 
The trustees have been trying to address concerns about cleaning 
up after having events in the kitchen and fellowship hall area. We 
now have a self-serve cleaning supply area located in fellowship 
hall. You can find it behind the curtain in the alcove in room 102 
(the first room on the right if you are entering from the parking 
lot). We will keep this area stocked with some cleaning supplies, a 
swiffer etc. We ask that you do clean up after yourself after events 
and luncheons etc. It's there for quick access if, during normal 

activities, there is a spill or something that needs to be cleaned up quickly. We 
appreciate everyone pitching it so that many hands do in fact make lighter 
work. Since this is a new area and tool for all of us to use, please feel free to let us 
know if you have any questions or if you find that there could be something else there 
that would be helpful. If you use the last of something or find something is out of 
stock please contact the church office.   
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Children’s Ministries: Summer 2019 

Sunday School Continues in the Summer! 

With the school year winding down, our regular Sunday school classes are coming to an 

end on June 2nd. But Sunday school continues all year long! We will have 2 children’s 

Sunday school classes this summer. Our youngest kids (4 years through completed 2nd 

grade) will meet in room 23 & 24 and our older elementary kids (completed 3rd through 

completed 6th grade) will meet in rooms 25 & 26. Join us as we learn more about Jesus 

this summer! 

Take Jesus With You this Summer! 

Jesus is going with our families this summer! Sign up in the church lobby to take the 

Jesus doll with you on your adventures for a week this summer. Take pictures of Jesus’ 

adventures and send them to Pastor Tawny to post on the Facebook page and in the 

Christ Evangel! I hope it’s a fun way to interact with your kids. I also hope it’s a good 

chance for our parents to talk about what it means for God’s Spirit (that we don’t see) to 

always be present with us. You can send those pictures to Pastor Tawny directly or post 

them to the church Facebook page! 

To Mars and Beyond  
July 15-19th  9AM-Noon or 6:00-8:30PM 

Children age 4 (by September 1, 2019)-6th Grade (6th 

graders can choose to volunteer or participate this year). 

Register your child and sign up to volunteer on the 

church website! 

At this point, in order to make our mission to Mars a success, we are looking for crew 

leaders to guide our children around in the morning and evening. If you are available to 

serve in this capacity, please sign up on the website today! 

Other ways to serve: 

• Build a robot to help decorate the church (please drop it off between June 3rd and 

July 10th) 

• Keep a look out for the announcement of craft days to help prepare our crafts and 

smaller church decorations at the end of the month 

• We are also looking for bottle caps, paper towel rolls, duct tape (skinny and regular, 

colors and designs welcomed), empty cereal boxes. These items can be placed in the 

VBS tub in the lobby through the month of June. 

• Contact Pastor Tawny about other large decorating needs. 
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Look What’s Been Happening! 

Dear Carol and Cherub Choirs, 
 WE ARE SO PROUD OF ALL OF YOU for the 
amazing message you provided through ringing, 
singing and drama! Thank you for all of your hard 
work!    
Love,  
Mrs. Wagner and Mrs. Harris  

Children’s Musical 
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Look What’s Been Happening! 

Annual 

Lancaster Trip 

On April 9th, the 

ladies of Deborah 

Circle had a tour 

of the Mennonite 

Central 

Committee 

Resource Center. 

They saw how 

relief buckets, 

baby kits, hygiene kits, and other kits were put 

together and sent to needy places. They also saw how 

clothing , linens, shoes, books, etc. were packaged and 

sent on to other needy places. Rag rugs are made on a 

100 year old loom, using men’s pants material. There 

are also many colorful comforters put together by 

volunteers for the needy. MCC produces an amazing 

volume of products for needy, all done by volunteers. 

In January, Janet Gratz shared 
her testimony and involvement 
in prison ministry as one of our 

Sunday sermons. She 
mentioned small "prayer rugs" 

in her sermon as 
something  inmates are allowed 

to keep in their cell and hold 
while praying. Prayer rugs are 

small; only a 3 1/2" 
square. Stitching Sisters sent 
over 100 "prayer rugs" to Janet 
to use in her ministry. Please 

pray for those who are 
incarcerated as they begin  a 

journey in faith. 
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Join Us! 
The Susannah Wesley Circle will meet at 6:30pm, on Thursday, June 
13, for a picnic dinner and fellowship hosted by Linda Parnell at her 
home at 635 Brighton Drive in Hatfield. This will be our final meeting 
before summer vacation. You can sign up by contacting Linda at 
blkk1@comcast.net, or on the sign up sheet in the church lobby, by 
June 9. Please indicate whether you are bringing a main dish, salad/
side, or dessert. If you would like to join the Susannah Wesley Circle 
activities, the picnic is an excellent event for getting acquainted with 

other church members in an informal setting.  

Stitching Sisters  will 
meet on June 

27th. Questions? 
Contact Karen Fallows, 

267-240-7800, 
kbfallows@comcast.net. 

Deborah Circle will meet on 

Monday, June 10, at 

11:30am, in Fellowship Hall. 

We will have a potluck lunch; 

bring a salad or dessert.  

Ken Dickinson will speak and 

show pictures of his and 

Irene’s recent trip to the Holy 

Land.  

Come join us! 

The Friendly Seniors invite all adults age 55+ to join us on 

Wednesday, June 19, at 11:30am, for lunch at the 

Applebee’s restaurant on Forty Foot Road in Lansdale. 

After lunch, we will be traveling to Pastor Gary and Pam’s 

home for dessert. Their famous shoefly pies and an ice 

cream bar will be provided. This will be our last meeting 

before our summer break in July and August. Please sign-

up at the kiosk in the lobby by Sunday, June 16 so we can let the restaurant know how 

many will be attending. Please contact Gail Scott (215-368-0476), or Pastor Gary at the 

church, if you have any questions. 

P.S. We are also looking for some new committee members and new activity ideas.  

Have a wonderful and safe summer! 
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Join Us! 

Disciple Bible Study Opportunity 

I’d like to share with you an enriching opportunity to become involved in a potentially 

life-changing Bible study this fall. Disciple III: Remember Who You Are will be offered 

on Thursdays, at 1:00 p.m., here at Christ UMC beginning in September!  

The Disciple Bible Study series is transformative Bible study. It’s transformative, 

meaning that it changes people, groups, and situations. Those who take Disciple 

courses will learn a lot, but the focus is not on memorizing facts! Through the daily 

Bible reading, reflection, and prayer, God changes lives. In 32 weeks of group sharing, 

God’s Spirit changes strangers into close friends. 

Disciple III: Remember Who You Are is available to anyone who has completed the basic 

course Disciple I: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study. Disciple III: Remember Who 

You Are covers the Old Testament prophets and the writings of Paul. The study is 

designed to help us see the connection between our memory of who God is and what 

God has done for us, with our identity of who we are as God’s people and how we live in 

the world in response to God. 

On June 9, 2019, we’ll share the various Disciple studies and times available this fall. 
Watch for the sign-up sheets at the kiosk in the lobby and consider joining a group. 
Disciple materials are often available on sale in late July, so sign up soon to receive a 
discount as well as a blessing! 

Handbell Concert 
Sunday, June 9th at 4:30pm 

Come to Christ UMC’s annual "Ring in the Summer" handbell 
concert! Our Gloria Dei Ringers, along with the Alleluia Ringers 
and Agape Ringers, will present a wonderful time of music. This 

concert is free and everyone is invited!  

Are you considering joining Christ UMC?  

A New Members Class will be held on Wednesday, June 5th and Wednesday, June 

19th, from 6:30-8pm in the Reichley Room. Grow your faith, meet new people, and 

learn more about Christ UMC and its ministries and missions. Contact one of the 

pastors or the office by May 29 to register.  
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Adult Summer Sunday School 
Make new friends, learn, grow and have fun! 

First Term: beginning June 9 at 9:45 

 

FEAR OF THE OTHER: An intergenerational class for youth and adults! 

Pastor Gary Nicholson, teacher. 

“Tolerate one another.” Wait. Isn’t that suppose to be “Love one another”? It’s one thing 
to genuinely love people who are more or less the same as we are, but what about those 
who are not only strangers, but different? Genuinely loving those people considered to 
be “other” may be one of the hardest things people of faith are called to do. What a great 
subject to explore from the perspective of our different generations. This class will be 
based on William Willimon’s book by the same title. 

 

 

 

PICK-UP PRAISE BAND: All youth and adults are welcome to attend. 

 Nanci Landes and Elysa Dalbow, Co-Teachers 

Do you ever want to sing or play along with the Fish Food Praise Band? Now is your 
chance! Bring your instrument, borrow an instrument, or use your voice and learn one 
praise song during the Sunday school hour, in the Sanctuary. After learning the song, 
we will discuss the Biblical references of the song and how it relates to our lives and to 
the world today. Before the second service the Pick-up praise band will join Fish Food in 
leading the song during the Opening Worship time. If you don't have an instrument, 

we'll  have some to share.  
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Adult Summer Sunday School 
Make new friends, learn, grow and have fun! 

Second Term: beginning July 28 at 9:45  

 

VBS FOR GROWNUPS 

Marge Kramer, Teacher 

Do you have fond memories of your days in vacation Bible school? Would you like a 
snapshot of this year's VBS? Join us for VBS for Grownups, one of our summer  
Sunday school offerings. Each week we'll have a Bible story, a craft, and maybe even a  
snack, for the complete VBS experience. Please sign up at the kiosk in the lobby, so we  
have enough materials for everyone.  
 

 

RENEGADE GOSPEL: REBEL JESUS 

 Pastor Gary Nicholson, teacher 

Who was Jesus, really? Have we tamed what was originally a radical Gospel? How can 
ordinary 21st Century Christians connect with a revolutionary 1st century prophet and 
teacher? Topics for discussion will include: Discovering the Rebel Jesus; Revolutionary 
Lifestyle; The Most Important Question You Will Ever Have to Answer; Seeing Jesus 
Today; The Way of the Cross; Resurrection. This class will be based on Michael 
Slaughter’s book by the same title.  

 

 

THE ART OF MOSES 

Nanci Landes, teacher. 

Travel through the adventures of Moses' life with art projects. Each week we will 
discuss a story of Moses' life from weaving a basket for baby Moses' trip down the 
Nile, through painting a mountain top view of the Promised Land that Moses saw before 
he died. Come join us for discussion and creative expression. 
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June Volunteers 

Lay Readers 

 8:30am  11:00am 

2          Confirmation Sunday 

9 Allison King  Judy Yoder 

16 Anna Shelton  Judy Yoder 

23 Terence Hamill Pam Nicholson 

30 Tina Eckhart  Joanne Montana 

Ushers 

8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer, 

John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran. 

11:00am Paula Miller, Barb Tibbits, Bob Tibbits, Geneane 

Yourl, Sakon dennis, Krystyna Supplee, and Mark Supplee. 

Captain: Joe Miller 

Sound Technicians 

 8:30am    11:00am 

2 Steve Fallows    Steph Shuey 

9 Chet Coupe    Andrew Guenther 

16 Ryan Fealy        Paul Bernhardt 

23  Bill Schaefer       

30 Steve Fallows 

Greeters 

 8:30am                11:00am 

2    Bruce & Anna Shelton   Bob & Barb Tibbits  

9  Suzanne Williams/Marge Kramer  Nancy Shane  

16    

23 

30         

Flowers 

2     

9    Allison King 

16  Gail Gresh 

23  Miki Chelton/ 

30  Barb Gingrich/Miki Chelton  

     Nursery Volunteers 

 8:30      9:45   11:00    

2 Wendy Clemmer and Kendra Jennis  Melissa Sesi  Judi Plummer/Pat Solomito 

9 Liz Zearfoss and B./E. Geesaman  Alicia Sehn    Diane Bresser/Alice Neil 

16 Kristi Weatherwax    Yoshimi Weir    Anne Marie Legates/Pat Solomito 

23 Anna Shelton      Becky Wagner  Julie Arnold 

30 Iain Campbell     Hilary McCartney Kathy Ellis/Iain Campbell  

Children’s Worship 

2    Anne Marie Legates/Carolyn Hadka 

9    Jean Davis 

16  Tina Hooper/Janellen Reid 

23   Kathy Barlick 

30  Nancy Kralik/Sarah Hamill 


