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On June 1st, 48 men, women, families, young and young at heart
played in the 12th Annual Jim Hayes Memorial Golf Outing, and
raised a record $500 for the CUMC Preschool and Playtime
Express scholarship fund. More pictures and results are on page 7.

Calendar Highlights
2 & 5– VBS Skit Practice
2– Youth Mission Trip Planning
2, 10, 17, 23 & 30– Softball
4– Independence Day (Office Closed)
7-13– Youth Mission Trip
8– Blood Drive
8 & 11– VBS Craft Prep
10– Men’s Breakfast Group
10 & 24– Earthen Vessels

11– Board of Trustees
14– VBS Decorating
15-19– VBS
16– Finance Committee
17– Endowment Committee
18– Cooking for Manna
18– Care Ministers Meeting
24– Abington Adult Day Worship
26– Caregivers’ Coffee

What We Believe and How We Live
Christians have shared certain basic beliefs down through the years, but have not always done a
good job of connecting them with their daily lives. This summer I, and our other preachers, will be
sharing a series of sermons to try to help us all bridge that gap.
Does believing in the Trinity shape how we live in community?
How can I be “born in sin” and yet “made in the image of God”? How does this shape my selfimage?
Has God’s grace toward me shaped my grace toward others?
How can a citizen of a modern democracy embrace the “kingdom” of God?
What choices does the “sovereignty of God” leave me in the face of a world of suffering? How do
God’s will, free will, and evil interact?
Does Christian Mission inevitably end up in religious imperialism?
Has praising the Creator changed the way I treat creation?
Many challenging questions emerge when we look for the application of our beliefs to our lives. If
there are any particular beliefs you would like to see addressed, or applications with which you
struggle, let one of the pastors know.
-Gary Nicholson

Wise words from the Welcome Ministry
During the peace, it's easy to reach out to our family and friends-this month, take a moment to
offer the peace of Christ to someone else seated around you. After worship, continue to seek out
someone outside of your regular circle.

Christ UMC Endowment Fund
Are you looking for a way to make a lasting impact at CUMC and our
community? If so, the endowment committee would ask that you consider
making a gift, big or small, to the CUMC endowment fund. The endowment fund
provides an on-going financial tool to the church, and our community, to fund
projects not included in the annual budget. In past years the revenue from the
endowment fund has been able to purchase and repair appliances for the
kitchen, provide new learning opportunities to the pre-school and fund Eagle
Scout projects that directly benefited the church. As the fund grows we are
excited to see how God will use this amazing gift to impact CUMC and the
community we serve. If you are interested, additional information can be found
in the brochures in the lobby, located near the exterior doors, or you can speak
to Sean Weatherwax or any other member of the Endowment Committee.
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Mission of the Month:
Glad Tidings Christmas Shop
Our July Mission of the Month is the Glad Tidings Christmas Shop.
This is the fourth year we will be supporting this mission along with our
VBS program. The Shop takes place at the Haws Avenue UMC, in
Norristown, in early December. Their goal is to help economically
challenged families with gifts for their children. Of this mission, they
say, “We intend to make our guests feel welcome and build ties to the
community around the church.”
How can you help? During the month of July buy a gift for a child.
Leave the price tag on or tape the receipt to the item. The families will
be given Santa dollars with which to make their purchases. Please mark the gift “Glad Tidings”.
Of course, cash donations are welcome and will be used to cover food, pictures, and crafts. There
may be a need to purchase additional gifts.
This mission is supported by the SOMOCO Mission Link which includes Christ UMC and First
UMC of Lansdale, Bethel Hill UMC, Conshohocken UMC, Messiah UMC of Lafayette Hill, and
Asbury UMC and Haws Avenue UMC of Norristown.

UMCOR Cleaning Buckets Delivered
On behalf of Christ UMC, Ken Dickinson delivered
the following to the Lehigh Valley Outreach Center:
1. 51 cleaning buckets
2. 24 hygiene kits
3. Left over bucket supplies (6 laundry detergents,
MANY handy wipe packs, some scouring pads, and a
bucket)
4. $153 to cover shipping and noncelulose sponges
They took our extra supplies because, as part of their
mission, they assemble buckets. In that light, they
are always happy to receive monetary gifts to buy
items for the buckets they assemble.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this Mission of the Month and to the Transformation
Groups who assembled the buckets!
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Summer Children’s Ministries
To Mars and Beyond is actually here!
Can you believe it?! We’ve been talking about it for months, but
VBS is finally here!
Don’t worry, though, it isn’t too late to jump on the space shuttle
before we take off. You can still volunteer to join in the fun in the
morning and afternoon, July 15-19th 9am-Noon or 6:00-8:30pm.
Available just one day? We always need extra hands on Friday at our morning picnic to serve
and clean up.
Not available the week of VBS? We also need help finishing up our crafts and decorating the
church. Our crafting and decorating days are Monday 7/8 Noon-4 and Thursday 7/11 11-3. We
will also be decorating after church on 7/14 and will provide pizza that day to everyone who
signs up ahead of time. So, if you are available to help any of those days, please email Pastor
Tawny (tawny.bernhardt@cumclansdale.org) to let her know. I don't expect anyone to stay the
entire time on 7/8 or 7/11, but we will be doing work throughout so feel free to come and go as
your schedule allows!

Take Jesus With You this Summer!
It isn’t too late to sign-up in the church lobby to take the Jesus doll with you on
your adventures for a week this summer. Take pictures of Jesus’ adventures and
send them to Pastor Tawny to post on the Facebook page and in the Christ
Evangel! I hope it’s a fun way to interact with your kids. I also hope it’s a good
chance for our parents to talk about what it means for God’s Spirit (that we don’t
see) to always be present with us. You can send those pictures to Pastor Tawny
directly or post them to the church Facebook page!
P.S. One of Jesus’ adventures is featured in this newsletter. Can you find him?

Park Playdates
CUMC will once again be hosting summer playdates this summer! Come join us at: Castle
Park (Upper Gwynedd) on 7/31 from 1-2:30pm; Plains Park on 8/14 from 10-11:30am. No
need to RSVP- just stop by and
enjoy the fun! Contact Carolyn
Hadka at cnhadka@gmail.com with
questions.
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Office Manager Change
Saying Goodbye...

On her last day, staﬀ, oﬃce volunteers, and close
friends gathered to say farewell to Nikki.

Dear Christ UMC family,
I want to say thank you from the bottom of my
heart. Almost 5 years ago, you all welcomed me and my
family into this family. You have always treated us all so
well. I have enjoyed getting to know all of you, your
friendships and assistance always have meant so much
to me. I truly did love serving as your office manager.
I also would like to thank you all for the very nice
luncheon. While I am not one for attention on me, I will
never forget the kind words said. As one of my friends
said when I was telling her about it, "you had a George
Bailey in 'Its a Wonderful Life' moment."
Our family enjoyed our times here worshipping with you,
many preschool events and memories and everything
else in between. We thank SPRC for the wonderful gift of
Phillies tickets. We were able to take Sammy to his first
ever Phillies game on June 7th and we all made
memories that will last a lifetime.
I thank you all. It was my honor and privilege to serve
the church. We will see you around (Sammy thinks the
Pancake Breakfast eggs and Santa Breakfast are the
two best meals of the year and, of course, we'll need to
come back for the best meatballs in the world!)
With affection,
Nikki Young (and Josh and Sammy)

Saying Hello...
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is please to announce
that Kristin Iseman will begin her role as Christ UMC's Office
Manager the week of July 15. We hope you will all make her
feel welcome in her new role. We also remind you that when
Kristin is at the church on Sundays, she is here as a worshiper,
not an employee. Please respect this valuable time by not
addressing any work related items. Her work hours are on
Monday through Friday. Below is more about Kristin in her own
words.
“Hello, I'm Kristin Iseman, originally from Bridgewater, NJ,
where I met my husband, Lou. We have been married since
2006 and we have an active and social 10 year old daughter
named Olivia. I have been in the banking business for over 25
years and have an Associates in Business Management. I
became a member of the church in 2015. I enjoy sports,
especially hockey, and going to craft shows. I currently volunteer as the nursery's Sunday
School teacher and as an assistant coach for my daughter's softball team.”
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Look What’s Been Happening!

Fun in Kindergarten STEM Camp!
Youth Bowling on June 7th

The Friendly Seniors visited AARK, an animal
rehabilitation center in Chalfont.
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12th Annual Jim Hayes
Memorial Golf Outing
The results:
Team Results
1st Chet and Carolyn Coupe, Jeff and Kathy Carney
2nd Greg Plummer, Mike Roynan and Young Shon, Tom
Amon
1st Place

3rd Bob and Brad Deckel, Jim Stevenson and Mike Calvin
Closest to the Pin
Women – Lori Haynes
Men – Mark Christie
Longest Drive
Women – Carolyn Coupe

2nd place

Men – Tom Amon
Senior Men – Chet Coupe
Hostess Joey Hayes (in blue)
with her team, Alice Neil, Mark
Stauffer and Don Albacker

3rd Place

Nase Family: First Time
Participants
Don Albacker delivers the $500
Scholarship check to Mary Conroy at our
CUMC Preschool.
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Join Us!
Stitching Sisters will combine our July and August meetings and
meet on August 1st. We'll spend our meeting helping with new
Chrismon ornaments for the upcoming Christmas season. We'll
meet in the lounge from 10:00am-noon. Questions, contact Karen
Fallows, kbfallows@comcast.net, 267-240-7800.

A Matter of Balance
If you missed our spring balance class, we'd love to have you join
us this fall, beginning September 9th at 1:30pm. Each of the eight
sessions runs approximately 90 minutes (a few run a little longer.)
We'll talk about advocating for ourselves, about reducing fall risks
in our homes, and much more. We'll
also learn exercises to prevent falls.
Sign-up at the kiosk in the lobby, or call
the church office, to be a part of this
class. Note that we'll be off on October
14th, so our last class will be
November 4th.

GriefShare
Our next GriefShare group will begin on Wednesday, September 11th at
2pm. We invite anyone who would appreciate help and encouragement,
after the death of a spouse, child, family member or friend, to be a part of
this group. Each chapter of this Biblically based video series is selfcontained, so you do not have to attend in sequence. You can begin at any
time in the 13 week cycle. You will be able to continue with GriefShare
through the next cycle and view any of the videos you missed.
If you would like to invite a friend or family member, pick up a brochure at
the table in the lobby, against the air lock.
Enrollment:$20 per 13 week session (scholarships are available.)
Sign-up at the link on the church website www.cumclansdale.org, or call the church office at
215.855.1643.
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Join Us!
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, September 18! Come
out and join us for lunch at the Heritage Restaurant in
Souderton and a tour of the Asher’s Chocolate factory
afterward. The tour is free and handicap-accessible with
ramp available. More information will be in the August Christ
Evangel. Have a great summer-hope to see you on the 18th!
Bring a friend!

Save the Date
Our annual Church Picnic will take place on Saturday, September 14, from 5-8 pm, on our
parking lot and ball field. Plans now are to begin with the meal
from 5-6, have lots of games and fun activities from 6-7, and
conclude with our bonfire from 7-8. This is a great time to
introduce FRAN (Friends, Relatives, Associates from work or
school, and Neighbors) to your friends at church!

Senior Adult Fall Retreat
Plan now to join Pastor Nicholson and Pam and other 55+ adults, from Christ UMC and across
the EPA Conference, for the Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center -- Senior Adult Fall
Retreat. The Retreat will be held from Tuesday, October 8, to Friday,
October 11. Enjoy nature walks, crafts, games and puzzles, archery,
nature presentation, campfires and snacks, musical entertainment, and
Bible studies with the Rev. Tim Patterson. Three nights lodging, nine
meals, snacks, and all activities and programs are covered by the fee of
$169, so start saving now. Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat center is
located in a mountaintop setting with a 25 acre lake above
Mountainhome, PA. Register on line at www.poconoplateau.org or get a
registration form from the pastor. If you have questions, speak with
Pastor Nicholson or call Pocono Plateau at 570-676-3665.

Adult Fall Mission Trip
The next Carpenters Calling mission trip is tentatively scheduled for October 20-26, 2019. The
location has not been determined. There is no need to make a commitment at this time, but now
is the time to think and pray about whether you can use your spiritual gifts to make a difference in
someone’s life. No experience is necessary. Carpenters Calling has been active for many years,
which means that they could use some new blood (young or old). Contact Ken Dickinson at
Orangeaero@comcast.net if interested.
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Adult Summer Sunday School
Make new friends, learn, grow and have fun!
Second Term: beginning July 28 at 9:45
VBS FOR GROWNUPS
Marge Kramer, Teacher
Do you have fond memories of your days in vacation Bible school? Would you like a
snapshot of this year's VBS? Join us for VBS for Grownups, one of our summer
Sunday school offerings. Each week we'll have a Bible story, a craft, and maybe even a
snack, for the complete VBS experience. Please sign up at the kiosk in the lobby, so we
have enough materials for everyone.

RENEGADE GOSPEL: REBEL JESUS
Pastor Gary Nicholson, teacher
Who was Jesus, really? Have we tamed what was originally a radical Gospel? How can
ordinary 21st Century Christians connect with a revolutionary 1st century prophet and
teacher? Topics for discussion will include: Discovering the Rebel Jesus; Revolutionary
Lifestyle; The Most Important Question You Will Ever Have to Answer; Seeing Jesus
Today; The Way of the Cross; Resurrection. This class will be based on Michael
Slaughter’s book by the same title.

THE ART OF MOSES
Nanci Landes, teacher.
Travel through the adventures of Moses' life with art
projects. Each week we will discuss a story of Moses' life
from weaving a basket for baby Moses' trip down the
Nile, through painting a mountain top view of the
Promised Land that Moses saw before he died. Come
join us for discussion and creative expression.
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Finances

Dear Members and Friends of CUMC,
Shown above is our church financial report for the month of May 2019, including Five (5) month
year-to-date results. Operating Budget receipts of $38,500 in May fell short of our expenses of
$41,313 resulting in a loss of (-$2,813) for the month. This loss in May pushed our Operating
Budget a little more “into the red” for a total (-$4,988) for the first five months of the year. This
month’s Mortgage Receipts however were in the positive by $1,433. Our total numbers for the
year remain strong with giving exceeding our mortgage payments by +$3,235. Not included in the
above summary report is $10,188 that was received in May for the Encountering Christ Capital
Campaign. The Capital Campaign receipts received since the beginning of the campaign now
total $654,089 or 93.1% of our original three year commitments of $702,380. Also, not shown
above, is $1,575 received in May for the Mission-of-the-Month projects. Thank you for your
continuing financial support of our church ministries, missions, programs, and Capital Campaign.
Judi Plummer– Chairperson, Finance Committee
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July Volunteers
Greeters
8:30am
7
14
21 Sue & Bill Weir
28 Marge Kramer & Suzanne Williams

Children’s Worship
7

Flowers
11:00am

Anne Marie Legates/Carolyn Hadka

14 Kathy Barlick
21 Tina Hooper/Janellen Reid
28 Jean Davis/Brian Hadka

7 Barb Tibbits/Christine Rizol

Fred & Jean Davis

7
14
21
28

11:00am
Paul Bernhardt
Andrew Guenther
Steph Shuey

8:30
7
14
21
28

Wendy Clemmer and Sue Weir
Liz Zearfoss and B./E. Geesaman
Kristi Weatherwax
Anna Shelton

21 Anne Truscott/
28 Nancy Albacker/

Ushers
8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer,
John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran.
11:00am Karen Thrash, Eric Thrash, Joe Loscalzo, Carolyn
Coupe, Sussie Venuto, and Sakon Dennis.
Captain: Phil Woodruff

Sound Technicians
8:30am
Chet Coupe
Ryan Fealy
Bill Schaefer
Steve Fallows

14 Allison King/Jean Davis

Lay Readers
7
14
21
28

8:30am
Tony Trifiletti
Anna Shelton
Jill Benchouk
Suzanne Williams

Nursery Volunteers
9:45
Alicia Sehn
Yoshimi Weir
Missy Sesi
Raquel Prusak
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11:00am
Joanne Montana
Judy Yoder
Deb Scott
Pam Nicholson

11:00
Greg Plummer/Pat Koos-Campo
Diane Bresser/Alice Neil
Anne Marie Legates/
Julie Arnold/

