
What’s Inside?
Pastor’s Message 2
Care Ministries 3-4
Fellowship 5
Highlights 6-7
Budget 7
Finance Report 8

1

Christ Evangel
Volume 58, Issue 1

Christ United Methodist Church
1020 South Valley Forge Rd
Lansale, PA 19446

Help Build Hope is the January Mission of the Month!
Help Build Hope (HBH) is a service project that not only allows us to support a mission 

financially and prayerfully, but also gives us a hands on opportunity to give to those in need!  It is 
being coordinated by Bethel Hill UMC, and is being supported by our Southern Montgomery County 
Mission Link. The Mission link is made up of area Methodist Churches to perform community projects 
that could not be successfully completed by one church alone. It was supported by Christ UMC last 
year.

HBH will build the walls of a house in the parking lot of Bethel Hill on the Weekend after Easter.  
The walls will then be erected at a nearby site. Last years house was erected in Lehigh Valley by 
Habitat for Humanity. It is a Service Project that prefabs all the exterior and interior walls of a future 
home. This will be done outside, by several small teams of adults and youth. Each small group will 
build sections of walls that will then be assembled into a complete house.

HBH provides all the plans and procedures. We provide the material and labor. Bethel Hill is 
coordinating it, but they need our help. The total could easily top $20,000 (for materials and 
support) and approximately 100 people (adults and youth) to assemble the walls, in small groups.
This month they need our financial and prayer support. In April, the weekend after Easter (April 22, 
23, & 24th) there will be opportunities to actually be part of the building team! There will be more 
details on how to sign up for these events later in March. I trust that  Christ UMC will be generous in 
our support of finances, prayers, and time of this service project. It is a way that Christ UMC can Help 
Build Hope.

You can Help Build Hope!



Merry Christmas! I know, once again you may be thinking that I am a little confused. However, 
Christmas is not contained to December 25th. The 12 days of Christmas end on January 5th, 
culminating on January 6th where we celebrate the arrival of the Magi and the gifts that they 
brought for the newborn King. The famous song, “The 12 Days of Christmas,” was originally a 
poem that was written to help teach some of the basic principles of the Church, capitalizing on its 
connection with this special 12 day period. While each stanza represents another aspect of the 
Christian faith, none are as important as the first: the partridge in a pear tree.

        The partridge represents Jesus. A partridge is one of the few birds, if not the only bird, that 
will give its life in defense of its young. Some argue that the pear tree shows that the tree is 
protecting its nest and therefore willing to lay down its life. Others suggest that the partridge in the 
tree represents Jesus on the cross, laying down his life for us. Regardless of the specifics, the 
meaning is the same. Our true love, the God of all things, gave to us Jesus Christ who came to this 
world to die on the cross to forgive us of our sin. It is his birth that we recognize on the first day of 
Christmas.

        In the early Church, this 12 day period of Christmas was seen as a time of renewal and 
rededication. And, although Christmas time ends at the beginning of January, this month also 
brings with it a sense of new beginning and renewal. It is a fresh start as we look to a brand new 
year with brand new opportunities.

        I ask you this month: how can you renew yourself and recommit yourself to following Christ? 
Jesus has done so much for us all, and as believers we should be following him wherever he leads. 
There are times that we wander off course and lose sight of who we are to be following, so it is 
important that we take the time to recommit ourselves to our faith.

        I want to leave you with King David’s words written in Psalm 51. “Create in me a pure heart, 
O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 
me” (Psalm 51:10-12, NIV). I pray that this scripture speaks to you. I pray that you look for ways to 
increase your love for God, and renew your dedication to God’s work in your life and in this world. 
And I pray that you have a healthy and happy new year.

Rev. Zachary Hopple
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16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Sounds daunting, doesn't it? Praying without ceasing. Our days are 

full-our jobs, getting meals on the table, doing household chores. There is 
much that as Christians we are called to do-sharing the good news of 
Christ with others,helping those less fortunate.  With so much competing for 
our attention, how can we possibly juggle it all?

This command isn't meant to make us feel guilty, but rather to inspire us to strengthen our 
relationship with God. It's about acknowledging how much we need God, that he works with us 
and through us. It's about being aware of God's presence, and about our obedience to God's will 
for our lives. As we come off of the Advent season and begin a new year, we think of Mary's 
obedience as she answered God's call.

How can we infuse our busy days with prayer?
★ Write reminders on sticky notes, and attach the notes to things you see first in the morning, as 

well as others you see throughout the day:the coffee maker, your computer screen, the TV, 
the doorframe.

★ Set alarms on your phone, and stop to pray when they sound.
★ Pray as you walk, run or engage in other solo physical activities.
★ Pray as you read the the newspaper or online news articles.
★ Use everyday sights and sounds as reminders to pray.
★ When you see a school bus, pray for children, teachers, administrators and parents.
★ When you hear or see an ambulance or police officer, pray for first-responders and those 

they serve. Then you see a tree, flower or garden, pray for those who grow and prepare our 
food. Pray for those who do not have enough to eat and for those whose diets lack the 
essential vitamins and nutrients necessary for growth and thriving.

★ When you are alone and the house seems unbearably quiet, pray for people who are lonely, 
afraid and full of doubts.

★ When you are in a crowded store or mall, pray that people can learn how to live peacefully 
together.

★ When you work in your kitchen or you are doing laundry, thank God for modern 
conveniences.

★ When you go to the bank or pay your bills, pray for those who struggle financially. Pray for 
those who have lost jobs. Pray that we who have enough will be generous toward those who 
do not.

Adapted from Adult Bible Studies Winter 2021-22
As we begin this new year, may these ideas, and others that may come to mind for you, help to 
enhance your prayer life.
6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7
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Caregiver’s Group
Are you are a caregiver, either in person or 

at a distance? This is a role that includes 
unique challenges. Please consider joining 
our caregivers support group-we meet the 

fourth Friday of each month at 11 AM. Watch 
the Monday Rundown and Friday Reminder 
for details regarding how and where we will 

meet.
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On  a recent Sunday 
morning, at two different 

times, kind people reached 
out to help one of our 

members who has mobility 
issues. What is significant 

about this? This member felt 
noticed-and it made a 

difference. How often on 
Sunday morning are we 

hurrying to get where we 
need to be, oblivious to 

what's happening around 
us? Make someone's Sunday 

morning-take notice-and 
react. Take a moment and 
listen as God nudges you 
toward acts of kindness.

With a number of visitors to our worship services in the 
past few months, the Welcome Ministry Committee has seen 
the need to give people a visual of who we are, what we do, 

and opportunities for participation.  
Please take a moment to check out the bulletin board 

in the corner of the hallway between the narthex and the 
cafe. The Welcome Committee has been posting photos 
and information about the activities of the various groups 

from church. 
We are looking for more items to post.  If you are part 

of a small group (Sunday School class, music group, 
transformation group, book group, circle, mission, etc.), email 
a picture and/or a short paragraph about your group to Jen 

Harrison in the office (secretary@cumclansdale.org).  Our 
committee will see that it is placed on the bulletin board so 

that people can see who and what our church is about.  

Calendar Highlights 
1/1 Happy New Year!
1/3 Disciples I Bible Study* (V)
1/4 Men’s Reading Group* (P&V)

Kaleidoscope Group* 
Gloria Dei Ringers*
Jazz Group Rehearsal*

1/5 Melody Chimes/Jesus Jammerz*
Alleluia Ringers/Youth Choir*
Chancel Choir/Agape Bells*

1/6 Fish Food Rehearsal*
SW Circle Dinner 

1/7 Laudate Ringers*
1/9 The Christ Loves ALLiance
1/10 Deborah Circle 
1/12 Endowment Meeting
1/13 Stitching Sisters

SPRC Meeting
Board of Trustees (P&V)
Welcome Ministry 

1/16 Mission Committee Meeting (P)
1/17 Books Between Friends (P&V)
1/18 Evening Fellowship (P)
1/19 Friendly Seniors (V)
1/23 Food Drive for Manna
* Denotes Weekly meeting    Note: All meetings are subject to change. 

P=In Person V=Virtual

December Manna Food Drive
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DEBORAH CIRCLE MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2022 @ 12:30 P.M.

Come on out and join the Deborah Circle on Monday, January 10 at 
12:30 in Fellowship Hall.    Connie Damon, a member of Jarrettown 

UMC will speak about the Living Hope High School in Bungoma, 
Kenya, a mission she actively supports.  This school is dedicated to 

lifting students out of poverty to reach their full potential.

From the Living Hope website:  As Christians, we are compelled to 
care for and help others.  The Bible instructs us in James 1:27 to care 
for orphans in their troubles.  We are committed to the support of the 

students from Living Hope High School with our prayers, love, time and 
money.  By putting Jesus’ words into practice, we can give these 

children hope, a bright future and a chance to witness to their deep 
faith in Jesus Christ.

No food will be allowed in the church at this time.  Any questions, 
please contact Jean Davis at 215-393-4649 or Gail Scott at 

215-368-0476.  See you on the 10th!!!

Kaleidoscope Book Group

The Kaleidoscope book group meets every Tuesday at 12:30pm at Christ UMC Rose Garden Room. We 
welcome all that would like to Join us. We not only read and discuss books weekly, we spend time in 
fellowship and prayer. Please feel free to contact Becky at 215-896-4964 with any questions (please 

leave a message and I will call you back).

Stitching Sisters
January 13th 

10:00 am-noon
Fellowship Hall

In December, Stitching 
Sisters helped Santa prepare 

for the Pictures with Santa 
Day. We also packed up gift 

bags full of handmade 
items for the Angel Tree 

mothers. In the early months 
of 2022, we are focusing on 
the Baby Bureau.   Knitting 

or crocheting baby 
blankets, hats, booties.  

Sewing bibs and burping 
cloths.  Anything for a child 

size newborn to 2T.
  All are welcome to join us.  

Questions?  
Contact Karen Fallows, 

kbfallows59@gmail.com.

Susanna Wesley Circle
It was thirty years ago this month that a group of 
women of our church met to discuss forming a 
circle (the United Methodist term for a women's 

group.) Over the years, the Susanna Wesley Circle 
has grown. At our monthly meetings, we hear 
about local missions, like Mitzvah Circle; we 
complete projects, like Christmas cards for 

prisoners, through Liberty Ministries; we provide 
entertainment at local retirement communities. 
We enjoy fellowship, often involving a meal! We 

take trips to local gardens. We support each 
other, especially in prayer. We invite all women to 
join us. On January 6th, 2022, at 6:30 PM, we will 
gather at Ristorante Toscano, 213 North Broad 

Street in Lansdale, for our annual after Christmas 
dinner. We'll provide signup information later in 

December.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/213+North+Broad+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/213+North+Broad+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
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A Walk Through Bethlehem 
Highlights
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Church Operating Budget for 2022 Approved

On Tuesday November 30th, our Administrative Council approved the church Operating Budget for 
the year 2022.  This budget was recommended by the Finance Committee after receiving budget 
requests from all the committees and work areas of the church.  In summary, the 2022 Operating 
Budget will total $626,299.83 which is an increase of +$19,511.86 (or 3.22%) over our previous 2021 
Operating budget.  The budget increase is mostly a result of increases for Salaries and Benefits as 
well as addition money requested by the Trustees for scheduled repairs and maintenance items.  
A breakdown of the 2022 budget follows:
                    Missions & Connectional Ministries      $104,385.00
                    Programs                                    $  40,590.00
                    Salaries & Benefits                     $339,804.83
                    Property, Maintenance & Utilities $141,520.00
                    Total 2022 Operating Budget         $626,299.83

It should be noted that the above Operating Budget does not include the payments we make for 
our two mortgages and does not include the Mission of the Month monies that are in addition to the 
budgeted Mission projects.  As we enter the third year of the COVID impact on church activities, the 
Administrative Council and the Finance Committee will continue to closely watch our income and 
expenditures to insure that the financial health of our church will be maintained.

Phil Woodruff – Chairperson, Finance Committee

Pictures 
with 

Santa
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