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Code Blue
During the winter months (December—March) the Montgomery County Health
Department declares “Code Blue” if nighttime temperatures are 20° or below. When this
occurs, volunteers and shelter space at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lansdale, are ready to
provide overnight shelter to North Penn area homeless men. This is their 9th year of
operation. Volunteers from Trinity and other local churches, including Christ UMC, staff the
shelter from 7:30pm to 9:00am in three shifts: intake, overnight, and breakfast/clean-up. A
hot evening meal is provided along with a place for the men to sleep and stay warm
overnight. Homeless men can seek refuge at Trinity on their own or by referral through local
county agencies, including local police. The men appreciate our efforts and continuously
express their gratitude for this wonderful ministry in our area.
Trinity is working to expand its volunteer base. Male and female volunteers are needed! This
is a hands-on experience! You get to interact with the men, get to know their stories and
help them as best you can. New volunteers are provided training on-site during Code Blue
nights. Anyone who would like to help out can sign up for time slots
through the dedicated Code Blue page on the church website
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TrinityLansdale.com. Trinity’s Code Blue volunteer coordinators are
Pastor’s
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Joe Toy (215-375-2928) for weekdays and Karen Strobel (267-784Message
3054) for weekends. You may also contact Phil Woodruff (610-584Missions
3
8595) or Lanny Whitehouse (610-584-5819), our CUMC coordinators, if
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you have any questions.
Events

Calendar Highlights

New
Members

5

Upcoming
Events

6-7

Volunteers

8

3– Susannah Wesley Circle

16– Friendly Seniors

6– Youth Family Lunch/Spaghetti Dinner Mtg.
8– Renovations Enabled Ministries Mtg.

17– Cooking for Manna

9– Men’s Breakfast Group

19– Pastors’ Cook-Off

9– Winter GriefShare begins

20– Spaghetti Dinner Ticket Sale begins

10– Board of Trustees
11– 46 Event

20– Mission Committee Mtg.
23– Abington Adult Day Worship Service

14– Deborah Circle

24– Stitching Sisters

14– Books Between Friends

25– Care Givers’ Coffee

15– Evening Fellowship
15– Finance Committee Mtg.

27– Special Church Conference

17– Care Ministers’ Mtg.

New Year Commitments
As we begin a new year, what will be your commitment to Christ and his Church?
Will you take time each day to listen to him and his Word? What an amazing gift God has
given us in prayer; that we can speak openly with him, and know we are heard and
understood. What an amazing gift we have been given to have scriptures through which
God speaks to us, guiding us away from harm and into healing and new life.
Will you gather with other Christians for worship and
study and fellowship and service? We need not be alone.
There are others to support us and we can support others
with our presence. And whenever two or three are gathered
in his name, Jesus promises to be there too.
Will you commit the resources God has entrusted to you to
his work? Your gifts literally make a world of difference
around this globe, starting right here in this community.
How many children will experience God’s love for them,
how many seniors will find life-giving support, how many
youth will find companionship and direction on the journey
because of your generosity?
Will you apply your skills and experience to the service of
the Christ UMC congregation over the year ahead? God has
brought together just the right combination of people to
allow this congregation to be effective in its vision of
helping people encounter Christ, grow as disciples and serve others. Your participation is
needed to make the picture complete.
Will you utilize your passion for Jesus to be his witness in the community beyond Christ
UMC? Whether through missions organized by the church, or one of the many fine
organizations for service in our community, or in your day to day encounters, you can
embody and give voice to the Good News of God’s love.
These are our five membership vows: to support the church by our prayers, our presence, our
gifts, our service, and our witness. On Baptism of the Lord Sunday, January 13, you will be
invited to renew your vows and put your commitments for 2019 in writing, as we have done
later in the spring each of the last two years. A sample of the Every Member Commitment
form and Intention of Giving card, with instructions, is included with the Evangel. The
actual forms will be mailed to members and regular attending non-members.
-Pastor Gary Nicholson
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Mission of the Month
Helping Hand Fund
The Helping Hand Fund provides short term financial assistance to members of the
church and community. This fund is used to help with food or gasoline, a utility bill, or
other needed help deemed appropriate by the pastors. We also have small denomination
food and gas gift cards available to the pastors or office staff for those seeking
immediate help. The Helping Hand Fund is a
way to directly help members of our
congregation or the community. Recipients
are truly grateful that the church was there
for them at their moment of need.

Wise Words from the Welcome Ministry
You're enjoying a snack at the hospitality table in the lobby (have you signed up lately
to be a host, or to provide food?). Are you looking around, searching for unfamiliar
faces? Are you greeting our visitors, and drawing them into your conversation? Are you
using this time of fellowship as an opportunity to be welcoming?

Thank You from the Glad Tidings Christmas Shop
On Saturday, December 1, The Glad Tidings Christmas Shop opened its doors for the second
year in a row. A project of our Southern Montgomery County (SOMOCO) United Methodist
Mission ConneXion, Glad Tidings aids the Haws Avenue UMC in serving economically
challenged families in the Norristown area. Fifty seven families, identified through the
preschools of the Haws Ave UMC and the neighboring Baptist Church, came and shopped
for gifts for their children. This year we were also able to give away free clothing for the
children as well. This had been donated by a store that had closed. Altogether 155 children
were served.
Thank you to the children who attended our 2018 Vacation Bible School and brought toys
for the Shop. Thank you to the Christ UMC congregation members who made donations to
our July Mission of the Month. Your contributions enabled these families to purchase gifts
with “Santa Dollars” heavily subsidized by your generosity. Thank you, also, to all the
volunteers from Christ UMC who helped with planning, set up and the day of shopping.
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Look What’s Been Happening!
To all of our Sunday school children,
Thank you all so much for bringing a very
important message about the true meaning
of Christmas!
I am so PROUD of each and every one of
you!
-Love, Mrs. Harris

Breakfast with Santa
Giving Tree
The Mission Committee wants to thank
everyone who purchased gifts for our
Giving Tree. We made Christmas a little
merrier for 34 local children from 20
families. Your generosity and support of
this mission is much appreciated. Many
blessings to you all!

Christmas Market
Many thanks to those that helped with the Christmas
Market, those that had tables and those who came
and shopped. Proceeds this year went to our
Preschool Scholarship fund and Mitzvah Circle.
Thank you to all of you that helped to make this
event a success.
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New Members

Paul and Karen Donohoe

Beth and John Saddel

John grew up in Blue Bell and was raised
at Calvary UMC, in Ambler, where Paul
Beck was pastor. (He had served at Christ
UMC also.)

We have three children, all in their
twenties. Our eldest daughter, Chloe,
went to college in North Carolina and
now works at University of North
Carolina. Our second daughter, Jenna,
will graduate in May 2019 from college,
in Maine, as a Registered Nurse. And
our son, Ian, lives at home, works and
will attend Mont Co Community College
starting this coming spring semester.

Beth grew up in Ambler and she and John
both graduated from Wissahickon Sr.
High. They didn’t know each other in high
school but God’s sense of humor probably
had them pass each other in the halls!
They met at a College & Career group at
Jarrettown UMC where they got married.

We also have three miniature poodles in
three different colors.

They have been married for 37 years and
have 4 children, including identical twin
daughters.

We own a small business called Classic
Trophies, Inc. located in Warminster.
We moved to Lansdale two years ago.
We are leaving a church from
Doylestown and are excited to be
joining Christ United Methodist Church.

They have 4 grandchildren, including
fraternal twin grandsons.
They currently live in Franconia and are
looking forward to being part of the Christ
UMC family.

Special Church Conference
Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Tracy Bass, has authorized a special Christ UMC
Church Conference for Sunday, January 27, at 12:15 in the sanctuary. This Church
Conference will consider a proposal to add $35,000 for funding furniture to our building
expansion mortgage. All members have voice and vote at a church conference and are
encouraged to attend. Details of what is being planned and proposed will be available
throughout January.
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Join Us!
East District Pastors’
CookCook-Off
Join us on Monday, January 14, at
11:30am, in Fellowship Hall. Bring a
sandwich or salad. Dessert will be provided.
Stitching Sisters will resume
our meetings on January
24th, from 10:00am-noon,
in the Lounge. We will
collect the last of the hats
that we've been making for Manna and start
working on baby blankets for Liberty
Ministries. Any questions, or if you want to be
on the group e-mail, please contact Karen
Fallows, kbfallows@comcast.net, 267-240-7800.

The second annual East District
Pastors’ Cook Off will take place on
Saturday, January 19, from 1-3pm at
Huntingdon Valley UMC, 3470
Huntingdon Pike, Huntingdon Valley,
PA. Come enjoy our East District
pastors’ best dishes. What do you think
Gary, Tawny and Eric will make and
bring? Your $10 suggested admission
donation buys 10 tickets which you then
use to vote for your favorite dishes. The
money raised will be used by our new
East District Triage Team to help
churches in crisis.

January Potluck & Trivia
When temperatures drop and winter winds begin to howl,
grab your spouse, friend or neighbor and come on out to the
January 16 Friendly Seniors Potluck and Winter Trivia,
beginning at 11:30am, in Fellowship Hall. Bring a favorite dish – hot or cold – to share
and enjoy a tasty lunch in the company of friends! Then be ready for some friendly
competition with your team in a special winter edition of Trivia. Additional games and
prizes await, so sign up by Sunday, January 13 at the sign-up kiosk in the church lobby.
Please indicate if you plan to bring an entrée, side, salad, or dessert. Have questions?
Contact Nancy Shane (215-368-5889) or njshane@yahoo.com.

46 Event!
Our 4th-6th graders are invited to attend the next 46 gathering at Rebounderz Trampoline
Park in Lansdale. We will meet at Rebounderz at 7pm on Friday, January 11th and jump for
an hour. We will carpool back to the church after jumping to hang out and play games until
9 pm. Cost is $15.00. Please RSVP to Pastor Tawny by January 3rd if you are interested in
attending.
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Join Us!
The Susannah Wesley
Circle's after Christmas
party is happening on
Thursday, January 3rd.
We invite all women to
join us as we enjoy this
long-standing tradition. We love new
faces! We'll meet at The Roasted Pepper,
1649 N Broad St, Lansdale for dinner at
6:30, after which we'll head to Marge
Kramer's home for dessert. Here are the
menu options (see the restaurant website
www.italiantheroastedpeppermenu.com/
for descriptions and prices.)
Note that we'll need your selection no later
than Sunday, December 30th. Send your
choice to margekramer@gmail.com.
SALADS
buffalo chicken salad
chef salad
WRAPS
turkey club wrap
veggie wrap
CHICKEN
ENTREES
chicken marsala
chicken francaise
chicken cacciatore

HOT
SANDWICHES
meatball parm
pork Italian
PASTAS
ravioli
lasagna
eggplant parmesan
fettucine bolognese
fettucine primavera

VBS Reunion & Game Night
This year we will be combining our 3rd annual
VBS Reunion Event, for our children, with
our game night for adults, on Friday,
February 1st from 6-8:30pm.
Children 4 years-6th grade will participate in
the VBS reunion event where we will eat pizza,
play games, and have fun with VBS friends.
Children will be in rooms based on their age
level so that we can create a night of fun for all
ages! Even if your child didn't attend VBS this
summer, they are invited to come out and join
in the fun!
While the VBS Reunion is happening, adults
of all ages (with and without children) are
invited to come out to play games. Please
bring your favorite games plus a food item to
share for dinner. Nursery will also be provided
for families who require it to attend the game
night.
Everyone must register on our website. Space
is limited for children so please sign up today!
Adults and youth are free. We are asking for
$3.00 per child to help cover the cost of their
dinner. You can pay at the door.
If you are interested in volunteering for the
event, please let Pastor Tawny know. We are
looking for adults with their safe sanctuary
clearances, as well as youth volunteers.

Save the Date
Annual Youth Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, February 9, 2019
Tickets go on sale Sunday, January 20
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January Volunteers
Greeters
8:30am
6 Suzanne Williams/Marge Kramer
13 Carolyn & Dennis Bieler
20 Anna & Bruce Shelton
27 Bill & Sue Weir

Flowers

11:00am

6

13 Allison King

Nancy Shane

20 Iain & Katie Campbell
27

Bob & Barb Tibbits

Reichley Class
Teacher

Worship Leader

6

Frieda Bailey

Bob Tibbits

13
20

Marge Kramer
Jan Sawicki

Barb Tibbits
Frank Ross

27

Tom Harrison

Bob Tibbits

8:30am Nursery Volunteers
6
13
20
27

Wendy Clemmer and Sue Weir
Liz Zearfoss
Kristi Weatherwax
Anna Shelton and Jill Benchouk

Lay Readers
6
13
20
27

8:30am
Suzanne Williams
Carolyn Bieler
Carol Welte
Tony Trifiletti

Jill Benchouk

Sound Technicians

11:00am
Pam Nicholson
Judy Yoder

6
13
20
27

Deb Scott

8:30am
Bill Schaefer
Steve Fallows
Chet Coupe
Ryan Fealy

11:00am
Steph Shuey
Paul Bernhardt

Ushers
8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer, John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran.
11:00am Terrence Hamill, Sarah Hamill, Pat Solomito, Kevin Young, Roseanne Harris, Barbara
Tibbits, and Bob Tibbits.
Captain: Irene Dickinson

Volunteer Opportunity at Christ Church
We currently have openings available for adult, and older youth,
volunteers who would like to serve our church as an usher at the
11:00am Sunday Service. No experience is necessary – we will
train. Each of our ushers serves for two months out of each year – your
choice of months. This is an opportunity to meet and greet our guests
and visitors while serving the congregation at Sunday morning worship
services. If you are interested in serving as an usher or have any
questions, please contact Phil Woodruff (610-584-8595) or call the
church office at (215-855-1643).
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