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What has been your experience of life in 
the age of social distancing and shelter 
in place? 
 

Some people I have talked with are 
swamped, overworked, trying to make 
things go with reduced staff or working 
from home while spouse and children 
are also home.  Everyone is clamoring 
for attention and needy. 
 

Others have told me they are bored. 
They feel isolated.  
They cannot go and do the things they 
customarily do or be with the people 
who so enrich their lives. 
 

They did not realize until now just how 
social they were, how much they need 
contact with other people. 
 

People have complained about all the 
time they are spending just sitting and 
looking at screens, and the rain streaking 
down their windows. 
 

Some, on the other hand, are thriving on 
the challenges. They love the 
opportunity to be creative, to exercise 
their spontaneity.  
 

While others are so stressed with the 
inability to plan anything with 
confidence. The future is just a big 
question mark. 
 

I have to admit I am a planner who 
would rather plan and have to amend 
my plans than be spontaneous and make 
it up as I go.  
 

But I find my plans undone and needing 
change almost every day right now. 
 

There are verbal people who are doing 
ok with all the technological 
opportunities to stay in communication. 
They are good with words, and texting 
and Face timing are right up their alley. 
 

But what about those less-verbal people 
who communicate by touch and need 
touch to feel loved? These are rough 
times for high-touch people. 
 

So here we are in a season of high 
uncertainty. 
We are facing multiple risks, medical and 
financial, social and emotional. 
 

I see and hear anxiety and worry. 
I feel my own and the frustrations of 
others. 
 

I sense a testiness, anger just under 
surface, as people struggle with multiple 
losses, and grieve over what will never 
be. They are angry with the unfairness of 
it all. 
 

And all the above leads also to fatigue, 
trouble getting to sleep and trouble 
getting back to sleep, and at least in my 
case, more vivid dreams. 
 

What do we do with all of this? 
First, be assured these reactions are 
normal. 



You are not alone in your feelings. 
You are not losing it. 
This is only a season and not some new 
normal. 
 

And as people of faith we have some 
resources to help us through. 
 

Need an anchor? Something to hold you 
steady? 
Need a firm foundation? A place where 
you can stand? 
 

We have this. 
 

Need a worldview adequate for the new 
world we are passing through. 
 

This will not be the place we stop and 
live. 
 

That anchor, that foundation, that world 
view, are all caught up in our Christian 
doctrine of Hope. 
 

Our Hope is not wishful thinking. 
 It is rooted in reality. 
Our Hope is not a denial of our feelings 
or of our circumstances. 
 It embraces honesty. 
Our Hope is not passive. 

It is motivating and sends us into 
constructive action. 

 

The Bible is a book of Hope. 
The Old Testament reveals a promise 
keeping God. 
The New Testament demonstrates why 
we hope in God. 
In the Kingdom of God sins are forgiven, 
sickness is healed, hunger is satisfied, 
prisoners are set free. 

God is not the source of suffering. 
God is not passive in the face of 
suffering. 
God intervenes. 
God challenges the status quo over and 
over again throughout the scriptures. 
 

Jesus engages evil and brings forth new 
life. 
 

His followers turn the world upside 
down (as their opponents put it), but I 
would say put it right side up. 
 

Were Christians not known for their 
love? 
 

Indeed, in the face of an epidemic laying 
low the masses in the Roman empire, 
Christians were the ones caring for the 
sick out in the streets. 
 

This is the time to rediscover what 
Christians mean by Hope. 
 

One of the key passages about Hope is 
the lesson Pastor Tawny read to you this 
morning, Romans 5:1-5. 
 

Let’s take a close look at it. 
 

Verse 1 
Therefore, since we are justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Paul begins with what Jesus has already 
done. Jesus has gone to the cross and 
offered himself for us. We have received 
forgiveness and been offered a restored 
relationship with God to be received 
through faith. 



This is what Paul means by saying we are 
justified by faith. 
 

This could be called salvation in the past 
tense, because it looks backward. 
 

But Paul continues, by describing the 
present reality. 
 

We have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

This is where we live today. We live in a 
relationship with Jesus which brings us 
shalom, health and wholeness, peace 
with God, with ourselves, and with one 
another. 
 

Some have thought of what Jesus did on 
the cross as a sort of legal transaction 
getting us off the hook for past 
misdeeds. 
 

Paul sees it as so much more than that. 
 

The cross has opened the door for us to 
stand in a new place of ever deepening 
relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ. 
 

This is what he is referring too in verse 2 
Through whom we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand. 
 

Because of the cross we have our place 
in the presence of God, we live in the 
realm of God’s unending love. 
 

This is the present tense of salvation. 
 

But Paul also wants to remind us of the 
future tense of salvation as well in the 
second half of verse 2. 

And we boast in our hope of sharing the 
glory of God. 
 

Our future will be sharing the glory of 
God.  
 

I think of the glory of God’s presence in 
the Garden, of God’s fiery presence in 
the wilderness tabernacle, of God’s 
earth-shaking presence in the Jerusalem 
temple. 
 

Eternity is not a chasm of darkness and 
unknown.  
It is not fearsome judgement leading to 
eternal punishment. 
 

It is living in God’s presence, seeing Jesus 
face to face, being transformed into his 
image, coming home to life as God 
always intended it to be for us. 
 

That future can begin even now and will 
reach its fulfillment at Christ’s return. 
 

Earlier in the letter Paul had written in 
verse 3:23 
All have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God. 
 

Now he reminds us that that glory of 
God, being all that God created us to be, 
will be restored. 
 

All that Adam lost, the untarnished 
image of God, the unimpeded 
relationship with God, the harmony of 
all creation, is part of God’s gracious 
salvation. 
 

Paul says, 



We boast in our hope of sharing the 
glory of God. 
 

In our culture boasting has a negative 
connotation it did not have in Paul’s 
culture. 
 

We hear boasting as someone puffing 
themselves up. 
 

For Paul the word spoke of confidence 
and joy and celebration. 
 

That makes it sound a little different to 
our ear:  
 

We celebrate our hope of sharing the 
glory of God. 
 

This hope is full of confidence and 
assurance that what God has begun God 
will bring to pass. 
 

Anglican Bishop and New Testament 
scholar N. T. Wright says, “If God loved 
sinners enough for the Son to die for 
them, God will surely complete what 
was begun at such cost.” 
 

So let’s hear all three tenses of our 
salvation again: 
 

Therefore, since we are justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we celebrate our 
hope of sharing the glory of God. 
 

But here comes the surprise. 
 

Paul is about to use that word boast 
again that we have retranslated 
celebrate. 
 

And look what he is celebrating. 
 

And not only that, but we also celebrate 
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character 
produces hope. 
 

Obtaining access to this grace in which 
we stand does not only mean peace. 
 

Christ’s glory also means suffering. 
 

Never was Christ more glorious than 
when love led him voluntarily to the 
cross. 
 

When Christ calls us to follow him, he is 
calling us also to suffering. 
 

When we with joyful obedience join in 
his mission and suffer in the service of 
others we share in the glory of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Because we have seen the cross we 
know the incredible transformative 
power of suffering. 
 

As Christ’s suffering made possible even 
now a new relationship with God and 
ultimately a new heaven and new earth, 
so our humble, self-sacrificing service 
can make possible new life for others 
today. 
 

In the other religions of Paul’s day, 
suffering was a sign of your god’s 
displeasure. 



Paul tells Christians the opposite. 
God is not the source of suffering. 
 

Rather God is at work producing good in 
the midst of every suffering. 
 

He points out first how for Christians 
suffering produces endurance. 
 

God’s presence gives us strength and we 
learn to persevere.  
 

As we realize we are not alone and left 
to our own resources, and that God is 
still in control, our patience in suffering 
grows and we develop ever greater 
levels of endurance. 
 

Next, Paul says, endurance produces 
character.  
There is nothing automatic about this in 
ourselves, but connected to God, seeing 
things from God’s point of view and not 
overwhelmed by the moment, our 
values become clearer and more firmly 
aligned. 
 

Tried and tested by our suffering, our 
character is solidified, until we are firm 
as a rock. 
 

And, Paul says, character produce hope.  
 

Again, this may not seem like an obvious 
connection, but our experience of 
suffering is akin to the experience of 
God’s people in the exodus.  
 

They were marked for generations to 
come as a people of hope, who 
repeatedly remembered God’s 
faithfulness to their slave-bound 

forbears and found hope for their 
contemporary experience. 
 

N.T. Wright says of these words of Paul, 
“When the patience is Christian 
patience, and the tried and tested 
character a Christian character, the 
result is neither shallow optimism nor 
settled fatalism, but hope.” 
 

And Paul adds in verse 5 
Hope does not disappoint us, because 
God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us. 
 

A hope that does not disappoint. 
Our hope in God will not let us down or 
leave us embarrassed or ashamed. 
 

God is faithful. 
God has given us his Holy Spirit to be 
forever with us, guiding, accompanying, 
strengthening, equipping, and bearing 
fruit. 
 

God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit whether 
we are conscious of that Spirit or not. 
 

When one is being filled with God’s love 
by the Holy Spirit there is no room for 
disappointment. 
 

God’s love for us and our love for God 
excludes disappointment from taking up 
long term residence within. 
 

Our culture declares that happiness is an 
inalienable right. 
 



When suffering happens, we look to 
technology to solve it for us or lawyers 
to fix the blame on someone else. 
 

In our culture suffering does not 
produce endurance, nor does endurance 
produce character. 
 

We are inpatient people and our 
character changes with the 
circumstances. 
 

No wonder we are a cynical rather than 
a hopeful people. 
 

But it is only a two weeks until Good 
Friday and Easter. We have seen how 
much God loves. We have seen what 
suffering love can do. 
 

Evil and death cannot overcome the will 
of God for good.  
 

God takes the suffering and bends it to 
God’s purpose.  
Out of broken glass comes a beautiful 
stained-glass window. 
 

His will is for our welfare and nothing 
can ultimately defeat it. 
 

Yes, we are living in uncertain times. 
We cannot predict what tomorrow, let 
alone next month, will bring. 
 

There is much suffering, and there is 
incredible and wonderful sacrificing 
going on. 
 

We each can find ways to make our own 
contribution and shine a little of God’s 
light that those around us may know the 
faithfulness of God and his love. 

 
 
 
 


