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Reverend Zachary Hopple

        Greetings to you in Christ! I pray that you are doing well and 
that God’s blessings are evident in your life. May the strength and 
encouragement of the Holy Spirit be with you, and may all that you 
do bring glory to God.
        As I thought about what to write for the month of February, I 
wanted to do something more than just talk about love. So I asked 
myself the question, how can we best show our love? More specifically, 
how has Jesus Christ shown his love to us? The word that kept coming 
to mind was “forgiveness.”
        Forgiveness can be hard, but it can be incredibly freeing. Soon after Jen and I were 
married, we lived in a house where neighbors down the street had several kids of driving age. 
That one family took up most of the parking on our small street, leaving little room for the rest 
of the residents. When it snowed, I would often shovel out at least two or three more spots 
than what I needed, only to have them all filled when I returned from work, mostly by this 
family. One day I was walking my dog and the mother of the family drove around the corner 
without using a signal and while talking on the phone. She came inches away from hitting me 
and my dog as we walked across the crosswalk. I called out in frustration and despair that 
she almost hit me. After a brief encounter with her and her husband, we all returned to our 
respective homes, frustrated and angered.
        A day later, I realized it was eating me up inside and I walked down the block, 
knocked on their door, and even though I did nothing wrong, apologized for my anger. They 
never apologized in return, but I took that moment to forgive them for what they did. As they 
looked at me, stunned by my apology, it seemed that a huge weight was lifted off of my 
shoulders. I was no longer angry and resentful, but felt at peace that I had taken the high 
road. Things changed, and while we never really interacted much after that, their family was 
a little more courteous and considerate in how they treated me and my family.
        I’m sure there have been people in your life that have wronged you. Someone at one 
point or another has done something that was hurtful, taken advantage of you, or lied to you. 
It is painful when that happens. Even though others may treat us poorly, in comparison, we 
have mistreated God significantly more. Romans 5:6-8 tells us, “You see, at just the right time, 
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (NIV). 
Jesus offered his own life freely in order so that our sins are forgiven because he loves us.
        Paul reminds us in Colossians 3:13, “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any 
of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (NIV). Jesus 
forgave us for a lot of mistakes. He showed us how to perfectly forgive and he expects us to 
forgive others in a similar fashion. It is not always easy - but it is important. You see, when we 
forgive others, it gives people a glimpse of God’s perfect forgiveness. And you never know, 
maybe they will become a good friend, or at the very least, leave your parking spot open 
when it snows. 



Please join us for Yoga on 
Thursday, February 23 at 6:30 pm 
in person in the Church Narthex. 

Some of you may remember Deb, our 
Yoga Instructor, who has kindly 

instructed us in Yoga before.  Deb will 
lead us in a 30 minute Yoga either on 
mats or chairs so anyone can benefit.   
In addition to her full-time job, Deb has 
been teaching Yoga part-time for 25 
years.  Deb will focus on relaxation, 

breathing and light Yoga.  All good for 
the body and soul. Please bring your 

yoga mat or a beach towel.   
Everyone is welcome. and feel free to 
invite a friend.  Hope you can join us!” 
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Wise
Words

Do you know everyone who sits around you in worship on 
Sunday morning?How about your fellow Sunday school students?

If one of these people is absent for a week or more, do you 
reach out to them to check in? A simple phone call, text, e-mail or a 
handwritten note can make a difference. It feels good to be 
remembered.

Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? Here at Christ 
Church we offer a program known as GriefShare-it provides the 
opportunity to be part of a group that will help you as you face 
challenges and move toward rebuilding your life. We are introducing our 
next GriefShare program on  Monday, March 6th, 1:30 to 3:30 PM, with 
Loss of a Spouse (one time program.)

Our next 13 week GriefShare cycle runs on Wednesdays, March 
22nd through June 14th at 1:30 PM. We meet in the Reichley room, right 
next to the church office-enter through the office on these days. 

Register on our church website www.cumclansdale.org, under 
events and signups. GriefShare is open to those outside of our church, so 
please invite those you know who may benefit.



DEBORAH CIRCLE MEETING - 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2023 @ 11:30 P.M.

Come on out and join the Deborah Circle on Monday, February 
13 at 11:30 in Fellowship Hall, Room 106.   Bill Weir, a member of our 
church, will be giving a talk about Washington’s Crossing and Valley 
Forge (a subject he is very knowledgeable about!)(Postponed from 
January 9).

We will be having a potluck lunch first at 11:30 (please sign up 
on Signup Genius on the CUMC website to bring a side dish or dessert 
to go with the main dish of ham – please bring your own beverage.
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Stitching Sisters 
February 9th from 10:00am-noon in Fellowship Hall. 

Anyone interested in knitting or crocheting is welcome to join us. We have 
finished making 50+ hats for Code Blue, and are starting a project called 
Soap Sacks. This mission supports homeless shelters, food pantries, veteran 
clinics, relief efforts and social service agencies. Each knitted, crocheted 

or sewn sack will be filled with a new packaged bar of soap. The website includes patterns for 
crocheting, knitting, sewing (using washcloths) and looming. Recommended yarns are 
cotton, cotton blend or bamboo. If you would like to help with this project, visit the website for 
patterns and more information. If you would like to donate a few bars of soap, please place 
them in the Stitching Sisters collection box on the floor under the coat rack. 
https://www.soapsacks.com

We continue to make afghans for Fox Chase Cancer Center. To help, please knit or 
crochet 4 squares (6"x9") using the same yarn. Any color, any stitch is fine. We will combine 6 
groups of 4 squares into an afghan for patients receiving chemotherapy. Again, leave any 
squares you donate in the Stitching Sisters box under the coat rack. We will find them! Thank 
you everyone who supports our ministry. Karen Fallows, 267-240-7800, kbfallows59@gmail.com

Men’s Reading Group This group meets weekly on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:00am. “The Robe” by Lloyd 
C. Douglas is the next book they are reading. If you 
are interested in this group, please contact the 
Church Office.

Kaleidoscope Book Group

Ladies, at a time when outside contact is slim to none we would love to 
have you join us for Christian Fellowship. We meet every Tuesday at 12:30pm. 

We read and discuss books weekly. We also spend time in Fellowship and 
Prayer. Contact Becky at 215-896-4964 for the Zoom link or any questions.

Any questions, please call Jean Davis at 215-393-4649 or Gail Scott at 215-368-0476.
In case of inclement weather, we will contact you if the meeting needs to be cancelled or 

postponed. Bring a friend!
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You’ve seen the beautiful designs. Now come see how it’s done! 
Christ Church Friendly Seniors invite you to bring your small scissors and join 
them on Wednesday, February 15, 12:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall as they learn about the art 
of papercutting, or scherenschnitte.

We’ll begin with some light dessert and fellowship, then hear from Gloria Woodland 
about the history of this beautiful art. Kevin Woodland and Pastor Zach will be there to share 
some of their handiwork and to tell us how they started in the craft.

Be sure to bring your small scissors with you so you can try your hand at this art, using a 
pattern that will be supplied. Sounds like a lot of fun, right? So bring a friend (and extra 
scissors!) and come enjoy an afternoon of fun and learn something new!

Sign up at the kiosk in the narthex or on Sign-up Genius. Questions? Contact Nancy 
Shane (njshane@yahoo.com) or Barb Gingrich (bgingrich1@gmail.com).

Mark your calendar for coming Friendly Senior Meetings: 
March 15 – Jim Rembisz, bagpiper – just in time for St. Patrick’s Day!
April 19 – The “Out-of-Fashion” Show & Potluck

Friendly Seniors Scherenschnitte Presentation

Cooking for Manna returns!
Once a month, our group of volunteers comes together to 

cook a meal for Manna on Main Street, a soup kitchen/food pantry 
located in Lansdale. We spend about 1-1.5 hours prepping meals

that feed approximately 90 people. Meal prep tasks include washing and chopping 
vegetables or fruit, shredding chicken, cooking pasta, and assembling it. Folks of all ages are 
invited to help the group prepare the meal, so feel free to bring a friend or family members to 
help. This is a great way for youth to earn volunteer hours. Children are welcome, but must be 
supervised and assisted. The cooking gets underway the first Thursday of every month in Room 
110 (Kitchen) at 6:30 pm. 

For more information, please contact Kristi Weatherwax at kdcreative@aol.com.

The Susanna Wesley Circle enjoyed their after-Christmas dinner at the So Much to Give 
Inclusive Cafe in Cedars!

mailto:bgingrich1@gmail.com
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The February Mission of the Month is the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) Cleaning Buckets which enables those affected by floods, hurricanes and 
tornadoes to help themselves and begin the overwhelming job of cleaning up. 

As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church, 
UMCOR assists United Methodists and churches to become involved globally in direct ministry 
to persons in need. UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer from natural or human-caused 
disasters – famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other events—to alleviate suffering and serve 
as a source of help and hope for the vulnerable.

Any funds collected through the mission of the month will be used to purchase the 14 
items needed to fill each bucket. Some of the items included are rubber gloves, dust masks, 
detergent and scrub brushes. These items are then packed into 5-gallon plastic buckets and 
transported to an area distribution center for eventual distribution to communities in need 
throughout the United States and its territories.

Our congregation has supported this mission for a number of years now and last year 
we raised enough money to assemble 48 buckets, which were delivered to the Lehigh Valley 
Outreach Depot in Allentown. Excess funds and supplies were also donated to this mission.

With more and more weather-related natural disasters in the news, this mission and their 
service is needed more than ever. With your support, we can help alleviate the suffering of 
those in need at a difficult time in their lives.  

ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATES

The CUMC Endowment Fund provides members and friends an 
opportunity to make charitable gifts to serve as a permanent and 
lasting legacy to our church. All contributions are held in a fund 
where the principle is never touched. Each year, the Endowment 
Committee may draw a portion of the income generated by the fund 
for items not covered in the annual Church budget. Suggestions 

are solicited from the congregation and staff annually for targeting this expenditure where 
most needed. In recent years, the Endowment fund has contributed to replacing the 
refrigerator in the church kitchen, purchasing a sound system for the outdoor worship services, 
and in 2022 we purchased over 75 cushioned folding chairs to replace old metal-seat chairs 
which were no longer serviceable. The typical annual spend in recent years has been around 
$1,200 to $1,500.
 Contributions to the Endowment Fund can be made online, via the weekly offering 
plate, or sent to the church office. Please be sure to mark the donation specifically for 
“Endowment”. We will begin soliciting ideas for spending 2023 Endowment income in the 
March to April time frame.

For more information, please see Jeff Baer (215-896-9333) or any member of the 
Endowment committee.  Thanks, as always, for your support! 
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Peg Carter Kathy Empson Kathy Grier

The Krols (from l to r)

Sarah

Lily

Caleb

Justin

Mike and Pat Jula Mary Beth Otto Barbara Swan



Some Photos of our Christmas Pageant
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Calendar Highlights 
2/1 Various Musical Group Rehearsals*
2/2 Cooking for Manna

Praise Band Rehearsal*
2/3 Laudate Ringers*
2/5 Sunday Worship 8:45 & 11*

Precious Angels Rehearsal*
Sunday School*
Youth Praise Band*
Youth Group*

2/6 Staff Meeting
2/7 Men’s Reading Group*

Kaleidoscope Group* (P, V)
Gloria Dei Ringers*
Jazz Group Rehearsal*

2/8 Men’s Breakfast Group(P)
Endowment Meeting (V)

2/9 Stitching Sisters
SPRC Meeting (P)
Board of Trustees (P&V)

2/11 Spaghetti Supper (P)
2/12 The Christ Loves ALLiance (P&V
2/13 Deborah Circle (P)
2/15 Friendly Seniors Meeting 
2/20 Staff Meeting 
2/21 Evening Fellowship

Finance Meeting (V)
2/22 Ash Wednesday Service 7pm
2/23 SWC Yoga Event
2/24 Caregivers Group (V)
2/26 Food Drive for Manna
2/27 Books Between Friends
2/28 Church Council Meeting

* Denotes Weekly meeting    
Note: All meetings are subject to change. 
P=In Person V=Virtual 

Memorial to the lost pictures 1/16/2023 at 
Lansdale Christ United Methodist

Here are some of the pictures from Monday's 
Memorial to the Lost. Each t-shirt (66) represents 
a person in Montgomery County who lost their 

life to gun violence in the last 5 years. Each shirt 
has the name, age, and date of death for each 
person. The youngest was 6 years old, the oldest 

was 86.
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Here are some letter and notes from our Angel Tree 
Families from Oak Park Elementary.

To the Christ United Methodist Church congregation,
Thank you for your generosity this holiday season. The gifts and gift cards that you 

provided to the Oak Park Elementary School families helped so many families have a 
wonderful holiday.  I have included their notes of thanks below.

With gratitude,
Mindy Schewe, Counselor 

2022 Holiday giving thank you messages from families

Merry Christmas to you and your family! -  From an Oak Park family 

Thank you so much for helping with Christmas this year! It was really helpful and I’m beyond 
grateful for it. It brought smiles to my baby's faces. Again Thank you and Happy Holidays! 

I am so thankful for everything you gave us we really appreciate it. Thank you very much. 
God bless you. All my kids are really thankful for all you gave them. <3

Thank you so much for all your help, I hope you have a wonderful holidays!

Thank you so much for holiday giving!

Thank you very much for helping my wife arrange things inside the car, and thank you very 
much for everything.    Thank you! 

Thank you again for all of the help😊 We truly appreciate it! I hope you have a wonderful 
holiday😊

Warm Regards

Thank you very much for all the generous gifts. Kids were very happy. I really appreciate for 
your time efforts to make it happen for the kids and family. Have a great day.

I just want to say I received the gift and I want to extend my gratitude and appreciation. 
Thank you to the North Penn community for this kind gesture. It is very much appreciated. 
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English Translation for the card to 
the left:

We appreciate your gifts and food 
provided. We wish you a Merry 
Christmas, and thank you for 
making the children very happy 
with your toys.

Gracias



See what the Preschool has been doing
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1020 S. Valley Forge Rd
Lansdale, PA 19446

CUMC Preschool Express is registering for the 2023-2024 school year. 
We welcome you, parents and children,  to come take a look, tell 
your friends, and inquire about a placement in one of our nurturing, 

fun, supportive classrooms of happy, engaged children.  We offer ½ day programs for 2 years 
old, 3 years old, and the important year of Prekindergarten. Each classroom has two 
dedicated and experienced teachers who will guide your child’s learning and creativity. 
Spring is coming and we have lots of fun plans ahead! Contact the Preschool Director, 
darlene.adams@cumclansdale.org.
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