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All-You-Can-Eat!
Spaghetti with homemade meatballs and sauce, rolls and butter,
garden salad, beverages, and homemade dessert. (Gluten-Free
spaghetti and meatballs available upon request.)
Ticket Sales and Advance Reservations until Sunday, February
3rd.
Proceeds benefit the Christ United Methodist Church Youth Group
and their Youth Mission Trip for 2018.
Free Babysitting and Take-Out Meals are also available!

Calendar Highlights
1– VBS Reunion & Adult Game Night
9– Spaghetti Dinner
9– Evening Fellowship
11– Deborah Circle
13– Men’s Breakfast Group
14– Board of Trustees
17– Collage Box Packing
17– Mission Committee
19– Finance Committee

20– Friendly Seniors
20– Endowment Committee
21– Cooking for Manna
21– Susannah Wesley Circle
21– Care Ministers Mtg.
22– Caregivers’ Coffee
25– Books Between Friends
27– Abington Adult Day Worship
28– Stitching Sisters

PRAY FOR SPECIAL GENERAL
CONFERENCE
Over 850 delegates, representing United Methodists from all around the world, will gather from
February 23-26 in St Louis, Missouri, for a special session of the General Conference of the United
Methodist Church. On their agenda, will be addressing the profound disagreements in the UMC on
the subject of homosexuality.
Since the General Conference of 2016, a Commission on the Way Forward has met nine times and
created three proposals for the General Conference’s consideration. The Commission is composed
of clergy and laity from around the world, appointed by the Council of Bishops at the direction of the
General Conference. A summary of the major points of each plan is given below.
The Traditional Plan would retain the current language in our Book of Discipline which declares the
practice of homosexuality incompatible with Christian teaching. The Discipline also forbids selfavowed, practicing homosexuals from being licensed or ordained in the UMC. Gay marriages or the
blessing of homosexual unions are prohibited in our church buildings and may not be conducted by
our clergy there or elsewhere. Funds of the church may not be used to promote the acceptance of
homosexuality. The Traditional Plan would retain these provisions and add stronger measures to
insure accountability that these positions would be observed.
The One Church Plan would remove the negative language about
homosexuality, and allow conferences, congregations and clergy to
follow their own conscience on matters of ordination and weddings. The
overseas Central Conferences could retain the current language of the
Book of Discipline, if they would so choose, and still remain a part of the
UMC.
The Connectional Church Plan would allow conferences and churches to
choose among three theologically defined Connectional Conferences
(Traditional, Unity and Progressive) in place of the current five geographically defined Jurisdictional
Conferences. The Central conference could also choose to become a Connectional Conference. A
much briefer Book of Discipline would be retained for the denomination as a whole, while each
Connectional Conference could create its own standards for ordination and policies on marriage
and place them in their Connectional Conference Book of Discipline.
Only the Traditional Plan would allow congregations who desired to leave the denomination over
these issues to take their property with them. The other two plans would retain our current
understanding that all property is held in trust by the congregation for the denomination as a whole.
Although we all cherish the same Bible, United Methodists do not all read and apply its teachings on
human sexuality in the same way. Yet, there is much that binds us all together. We are passionate
about living as disciples of Jesus Christ and transforming our world. We share the same
understandings of the sacraments and inherit the same rich heritage of hymns. We are committed
to being a connectional, world–wide, church. We love the balance of head and heart and of faith
and works that has been our legacy. We celebrate all that we have done through the years, together
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in our local churches and across our conferences, without judging one another on this issue,
but recognizing our brotherhood and sisterhood in Jesus Christ.
Please join your pastors in praying that the General Conference will be led by the Holy Spirit
to God’s will for his church. Pray that the delegates will be prepared in prayer and the study
of God’s Word. Pray that the delegates will be sensitive to one another, listen well, recognize
how each culture has shaped us, and be willing to learn from one another. Pray that all will
understand that these “issues” are not abstractions but represent individual lives.
Christ UMC will hold a prayer vigil during General Conference. You may access the church
website or the Monday Rundown to sign up on Sign Up Genius. Choose what time each day
you would be available to pray. Do not be concerned whether we can cover all the hours,
because the UMC is a worldwide church and others will be praying during the hours when
you must work or sleep. Multiple people may pray at the same time. You may pray wherever
you are or come to the church during office and meeting hours to pray in the sanctuary (open
times for the sanctuary will be marked on the vigil schedule).
On Sunday, March 31, at 7 pm, in the Rose Garden Room, Pastor Tawny and I will present a
report, to all who are interested, on the actions of General Conference and any impact they
may have on our congregation and the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.
-Gary Nicholson

Mission of the Month: Center Point Training Center
Our February mission of the month is Center Point Training Center which helps intellectually
disabled adults. Center Point is a division of Developmental Enterprises Corporation. DEC
envisions persons with disabilities living healthy, meaningful and dignified lives that are rich
in community association and contributions. By promoting independence, choice and
integration, they enable the intellectually disabled to be valued, productive, hopeful and
safe. Your donations allow members of the Susannah Wesley Circle to purchase grocery gift
cards from our church. They purchase breakfast foods which are taken and given to Center
Point. Their clients then have the job of making breakfast bags which are donated to Aid for
Friends. This is our third year for supporting this worthwhile local mission. Thank you in
advance for support.

Wise Words from the Welcome Ministry
Many visitors come through our doors each year-we know we won't be the right church for
everyone, but we want each of our visitors, whether they attend just once, or come back
week after week, to be noticed, and to feel valued. Each one of us can be the person that
makes that happen.
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Look What’s Been Happening!

Friendly Seniors Christmas Luncheon and Bell Ringing
w/ Suzanne Williams

Meet the team of
volunteers who meet
each Friday morning to
fold bulletins, newsletters,
mailings, etc. Christmas
was especially busy for
them and we appreciate
their hard work.

Giving Tree Thank You
To the Congregation of Christ United Methodist Church,
Thank you for helping with the [our] Holiday Giving Program again this
year. We truly appreciate you generously donating your own time and
money to help our families in need. We believe that the support that we
provide families at the holidays helps us to connect with families and
create a caring and collaborative learning environment. We teach our
students to be respectful and kind to others throughout their school day,
and we try to model that behavior. The holiday giving program is another
way we demonstrate kindness, and your compassion and generosity
make it possible.
-Mindy
Sharon Moran is now a part of your care minister team. She joins
Brian Dalbow, Karen Fallows, Carolyn Hadka, Sarah Hamill,
Sussie Venuto, and Marge Kramer, director of congregational
care. Welcome, Sharon!
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Susannah Wesley Circle
After Christmas Dinner

Join Us!
No passports or VISAs are required for this indoor trip to Cuba
with the Friendly Seniors of Christ Church! Just bring your
curiosity and your appetite. That’s right! You will have the
opportunity to sample some Cuban-inspired cuisine here, in the
comfort of our Fellowship Hall, on Wednesday, February 20, at
11:30 a.m.
Tentative menu includes: Cuban Chicken with a Citrus Garlic Sauce, Cuban
Style Black Beans & Yellow Rice, Baked Plantains, and Cuban Sliders.
After the food sampling, Rev. Rodney Brailsford, former CUMC youth pastor
and current pastor of Haws Avenue UMC, will be your “Cuban Guide” with a fascinating program
about his recent trips to Cuba, in which he worked to install clean water systems. Hear about
New Jerusalem Methodist Church and the impact it is having on its community!
This is a program you won’t want to miss! Invite your adventuresome friends and family
members to join you. Please sign up by Sunday, February 11 at the kiosk in the church lobby to
guarantee your spot.
Questions? Contact Nancy Shane 215-368-5889 or njshane@yahoo.com.
Stitching Sisters will meet in the
lounge on February 28th, from
10:00am- noon. We will
continue working on baby
blankets for Liberty ministries
(libertyministries.us). Please
join us.
Are you a caregiver for a family
member, friend or neighbor? Join
us on February 22nd as we share
our experiences. We meet in the
church lounge on the fourth Friday
of each month at 11am.

On Monday, Feb. 11, Deborah Circle will
meet at the church (11:30am) and go to
Mitzvah Circle (Gehman Rd.,
Harleysville). Bring your lunch. We will
eat there then have a presentation of the
work they do. We will then sort, organize
and pack items which will be distributed
to the needy. We will leave at 1:30pm
and return to the church.

Calling all Women of Christ UM Church...
Join the Susannah Wesley Circle on Thursday, February 21st, at 6:30 pm, as we
welcome Kristen Kochenour MS,RD, LDN for a
night focusing on women's health and achieving
your nutrition goals. Kristen will discuss the
common barriers to reaching our goals as well as
debunking common myths around women's health
and provide you with the tools to make achieving your goals easy!
This event will be held in the main lobby of our Church. Healthy
refreshments will be provided.
www.MyHBNC.com
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Join Us!
Spring Clean-Up
Do you like the Great Outdoors? Don't you just love the arrival of Spring?
Well, if you answered yes to one or both these, we have something for
you. The church accumulates a lot of leaves throughout the winter, with
most of them ending up in our flower beds. We need them cleaned out; once in the Spring and once
in the Fall. This Spring, on March 23rd (March 30 if it rains), we'll just be removing leaves, and
making way for Landscape Day where we'll later put down mulch, plant flowers, and generally
spruce up our outdoors. A couple hours, a few leaf rakes, a pair of work gloves. That's what we're
looking for. And you'll get to help our green harbingers of Spring reach skyward to break out of their
winter doldrums.
Help the plants. Help the Church. Get some sun and fresh air. Meet and talk with some friends.
Sign-ups will be in the Lobby.

Art Exhibit coming to Christ UMC
Are you someone with a creative side? Do you enjoy photography, painting or
some other medium? This fall, Christ UMC will be holding an art exhibit. This will
be a time of fellowship, and an opportunity to display your work. Details will
follow in the coming months, but we want to give you plenty of time to prepare. If
you are interested, contact the church office. If you know someone who might
want to participate, but needs some encouragement, please give him or her a
nudge!
GriefShare meets Wednesdays at 2 PM. We invite anyone, who would
appreciate help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family
member or friend, to be a part of this group. Each chapter of this Biblically based
video series is “self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You can
begin at any time in the 13 week cycle. You will be able to continue with GriefShare
through the next cycle and view any of the videos you have not seen.
If you would like to invite a friend or family member, pick up a brochure at the table
in the lobby, against the air lock.
Enrollment:$20 per 13 week session (scholarships are available.)
If you are not available during the day, please note that Calvary Baptist Church, our neighbor at
1380 S Valley Forge Rd, is offering an evening (7 PM) session, beginning Wednesday, January
16th, 2019. You can enroll at www.GriefShare.org.

Save the Date for Deborah Circle’s Annual Yard Sale on Saturday, April 6, 8am2pm. To rent an 8ft. table ($15) contact Gloria Woodland (215) 368-2373.
Note—This year, Deborah Circle will not be taking donations to sell.
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We are going to Space!
This year’s VBS will run from July 15-19th! Our VBS is open to all
children age 4 (by September 1, 2019) thru completed sixth grade. Be
sure to invite your children, grandchildren, neighborhood children, and
anyone else you know to come experience this out of this world adventure
as we hear Bible stories that impact our children’s lives, sing catchy
songs, create cool crafts, play awesome games, and eat delicious and fun
snacks. Registration will begin in March, but right now we are working on
creating our flight teams so that we can serve our community fully!
We will have 2 different times this year, to reach our community during the same week. We will need
volunteers in the morning and the evening to make this happen!
What roles are needed on our mission to Mars?
FULL WEEK POSITIONS:
Crew Leaders: These leaders shepherd our explorers safely between stations. Because of
their constant interaction, they will likely form the strongest bond with the kids. They assist the
station leaders as needed. (Morning or evening)
Nursery Volunteer: We need volunteers to serve in our nursery, in the morning, to care for
the children of our volunteers that are too young to participate!
Snack Team: We need a morning team that will help get our snacks out to our explorers on
time so that they have energy to enjoy the rest of their day!
Station Leaders and assistants: We need adults to lead and assist in games, Bible story,
music, and crafts. (Morning or evening)
Preschool Teachers and Assistants: We always need teachers and assistants to serve our
many preschool students who will come to our morning VBS!
ADDITIONAL ROLES:
Opening and Closing Team: Can’t serve the whole time but want to help for a few minutes each
day? We need a small group of people to help our kids register each morning/evening and get them
safely back to their guardians each day. Could you arrive 15 minutes early for drop off and pick up?
If so, this might be the team for you!
Picnic Crew: On Friday, we celebrate a great week of VBS with a picnic in the morning and an
ice cream social in the evening. We need several teams of people to set up, serve, or clean up the
picnic. Especially cleaning up the picnic! Many hands make light work!
Floaters: Want to fill in as needed and try different leadership roles? Want to help Pastor
Tawny remember all of the many details that make VBS run? Are you only available a day or two
during the week? Be a floater!
Office Help: Want to help but not able to be on your feet with our explorers? We always need
volunteers to answer phones and help in the office during the day throughout the week!
Additional Set up and Tear Down: As we get closer, you will hear more about opportunities to
help decorate and clean up before and after VBS. If you aren’t available the week of, please
consider helping out in this important role! No need to sign up yet!
Please pray over how God might be calling you to share your time and gifts with the children who
will participate in this year’s VBS, and then sign up on our website under “sign ups” or on the bulletin
board by the preschool office. Will the week be exhausting? Yes! But it is amazing to see what God
is doing in the lives of our children, and it is even more awesome that God wants US to be part of it!
Please contact Pastor Tawny if there is an area you want to know more about!
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February Volunteers
Greeters
8:30am
3 Bill & Sue Weir
10 Suzanne Williams/Marge Kramer
17
24 Carolyn and Dennis Bieler

11:00am
Sakon Dennis
Bob & Barb Tibbits
Nancy Shane
Flo Kalin/Virginia Hare

Reichley Class

Circuit Kids
3

Anne Marie Legates

10 Kathy Barlick/ Micha Kohl
17 Tina Hooper/ Janellen Reid
24 Jean Davis/ Sarah Hamill

Flowers

Teacher

Worship Leader

3

3

Frieda Bailey

Bob Tibbits

10 Gloria Woodland/ Celeste Loscalzo

10

Marge Kramer

Barb Tibbits

17 Lou Iseman/ Jean Davis

17

Jan Sawicki

Frank Ross

24 Greg & Judi Plummer/ Christine Rizol

24

Tom Harrison

Bob Tibbits

Glenn & Ineke McCrea/ Tina Eckhart

Sound Technicians

Lay Readers
3
10
17
24

8:30am
11:00am
Anna Shelton
Scout Sunday
Jill Benchouk
Pam Nicholson
Carol Welte
Judy Yoder

3
10
17
24

8:30am
11:00am
Bill Schaefer
Erich Greiner
Steve Fallows Steph Shuey
Chet Coupe
Andrew Guenther
Ryan Fealy
Paul Bernhardt

Ushers
8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer,
John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran.
11:00am Glenn McCrea, Brian Harrison, Al Scott, Geneane
Yourl, and Scott Blissman.
Captain: Dave Williams

8:30
3
10
17
24

Wendy Clemmer
Liz Zearfoss and B./E. Geesaman
Kristi Weatherwax and Carolyn Bieler
Anna Shelton and Jill Benchouk

Nursery Volunteers
9:45
Carolyn Hadka
Alicia Sehn
Yoshimi Weir
Becky Wagner
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11:00
Greg Plummer and Kathy Ellis
Diane Bresser
Anne Marie Legates and Alice Neil
Julie Arnold and Hillary McCartney

