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 Tonight we are talking about Psalm 72. This psalm starts out saying that this is of 

Solomon. However, some suggest that this is a psalm FOR Solomon. This is because 
some argue that Solomon did not wrote the psalm, but it was actually David. This is 

because of the last line which states, “This concludes the prayers of David son of Jesse.” 
Some who are in favor of Solomon as the author, suggest that Solomon tagged this on 

to conclude the second book of psalms. The Psalms have been lumped into five separate 
books. It is possible that Solomon complied the second book of psalms and wrote this 

psalm as a conclusion to that section. That would be why the last line is the way that it 
is, because he was concluding the prayers of David for this book. 

 As I read this psalm I kept seeing it as a request for blessing upon Solomon. It 

begins, “Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your righteousness. 
May he judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice.” It seems 

like a good connection with the story of Solomon that we see in 2 Chronicles 1.  
 David had set Solomon up as best as he could. He had brought the Ark of the 

Covenant to Jerusalem and set up a tent to house it. But things just weren’t right yet. 
Israel had no standard place to worship. There was no main temple to be the focal point 

of their time in worship. They did have the tabernacle, but that was not a permanent 
fixture. Their religious symbols were in different places. This chapter specifically says 

that while the ark was in Jerusalem, the bronze altar was in Gibeon in front of the 
Tabernacle.  

 The religious system was a little disjointed. To make it a little more confusing, the 
people were worshiping God on high places. (I’m Not sure if there were only specific 

high places that they used - or if any one would do…) Now the high places were often 
connected with worshiping false gods. They were used to supposedly get people closer 

to their gods. Stones, pillars, or Asherah poles were sometimes placed in these areas to 

act as idols or altars. Groves of trees would often be used for religious practices. And 
some shady things might go on in these areas. 

 But the Israelites were struggling a bit at this point. Yes, they technically had the 
original system of priests and sacrifices, but things had gone awry. Saul had gone off 

the rails a bit. David had tried to bring it back. But David had not succeeded in 
establishing a coherent system, which we see with the differences in where things were 

located. The arc was to be the mercy seat of God - or - the throne of God. Yet the 
tabernacle in which God was said to dwell was in another city. So the people were 

making do with what they had. They worshiped as they thought best. 
 And Solomon did the same. 2 Chronicles 1:2-3, “Then Solomon spoke to all 

Israel—to the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, to the judges 
and to all the leaders in Israel, the heads of families— and Solomon and the whole 

assembly went to the high place at Gibeon, for God’s tent of meeting was there, which 

Moses the Lord’s servant had made in the wilderness.” A few verses later it tells us that 

Solomon used that altar to offer 1,000 burnt offerings.  



 

 

 That night God approached Solomon and gave him a gift. God said to him, “Ask for 

whatever you want me to give you” (1:7). Solomon’s initial response was that God 

follow through with the promises given to David - that Solomon would be solidified as 
king. But then Solomon asked for something else, something unique. “Give me wisdom 

and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able to govern this great people 
of yours?” (1:10)  

 I love God’s response. “Since this is your heart’s desire and you have not asked for 

wealth, possessions or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not 
asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge to govern my people over whom I 

have made you king, therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And I will also 
give you wealth, possessions and honor, such as no king who was before you ever had 

and none after you will have.” 
 I must admit, that when I was younger, I would pray for wisdom so that I got the 

rest of what God promised to give to Solomon - the wealth, possessions, and honor. It 
probably was not the right reason to ask for wisdom. Actually - it was definitely not. But 

Solomon asked from a pure heart. He wanted wisdom because he knew he had a huge 
task ahead of him. He knew he was about to step foot into some very large shoes left by 

his father. He knew that the people were looking for him to lead. And if he didn’t step up 
to the plate, the nation would crumble and fall apart. Solomon also knew that if he did 

not follow God in the process that he would lose God’s favor. And so he asked for 

wisdom and knowledge so that he could lead God’s people the way that God wanted and 
the way the people needed. 

 We can see this same heart for leading God’s people in this psalm which we will 
read in a moment. This psalm is said to have five stanzas with each one giving a 

different characteristic of the king’s reign. Stanza one (v 1-4) - righteousness. Stanza 
two (v 5-7) - perpetuity - or enduring. Stanza three (v 8-11) - universality - or complete 

and total. Stanza four (12-15) - its humanity. Stanza five (16-17) - its felicity - 
abundance and happiness. With a sixth stanza tagged on as a doxology. Let’s see if we 

can pick these out as we read through the psalm 
 

Psalm 72 
Of Solomon. 

1  Endow the king with your justice, O God, 
    the royal son with your righteousness. 

2 May he judge your people in righteousness, 

    your afflicted ones with justice. 
3 May the mountains bring prosperity to the people, 

    the hills the fruit of righteousness. 
4 May he defend the afflicted among the people 

    and save the children of the needy; 
    may he crush the oppressor. 

 
5 May he endure as long as the sun, 

    as long as the moon, through all generations. 
6 May he be like rain falling on a mown field, 

    like showers watering the earth. 



 

 

7 In his days may the righteous flourish 

    and prosperity abound till the moon is no more. 
 

8 May he rule from sea to sea 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

9 May the desert tribes bow before him 
    and his enemies lick the dust. 

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of distant shores 
    bring tribute to him. 

May the kings of Sheba and Seba 
    present him gifts. 

11 May all kings bow down to him 
    and all nations serve him. 

 
12 For he will deliver the needy who cry out, 

    the afflicted who have no one to help. 

13 He will take pity on the weak and the needy 
    and save the needy from death. 

14 He will rescue them from oppression and violence, 
    for precious is their blood in his sight. 

15 Long may he live! 
    May gold from Sheba be given him. 

May people ever pray for him 
    and bless him all day long. 

 
16 May grain abound throughout the land; 

    on the tops of the hills may it sway. 
May the crops flourish like Lebanon 

    and thrive like the grass of the field. 
17 May his name endure forever; 

    may it continue as long as the sun. 

Then all nations will be blessed through him, 
    and they will call him blessed. 

 
18 Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does marvelous deeds. 
19 Praise be to his glorious name forever; 

    may the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen and Amen. 

20 This concludes the prayers of David son of Jesse. 
 

 In this psalm Solomon was looking to the future. He wanted to be a king that was 
fair and just. He wanted his reign to be long lasting, complete, and without challenge. 

He wanted to be a king that had God’s heart for the poor and oppressed. He wanted his 
reign to be prosperous and successful which would be seen in the status of the nation 

and in its abundance.  



 

 

 There are a few interesting things to point out in this psalm. In verse 3, “May the 

mountains bring prosperity to the people, the hills the fruit of righteousness.” 
Sometimes mountains were representative of a government. And this would suggest 

that Solomon was looking to a strong national government that would bring prosperity . 
And on top of that, the hills (representing smaller aspects of government - such as local 

government) would move in righteousness.  
 In verse 6, “May he be like rain falling on a mown field, like showers watering the 

earth.” It is brings nourishment and refreshment. “Mown field” is more along the lines of 
a pasture where animals have grazed and is being restored by the morning dew. Verses 

8-11 really speaks to how honored the king would be - where even the king’s enemies 
would bow so low that their faces would be in the dirt. Yet the king would still be 

connected with the people and concerned about the people regardless of his own status 
and position (verses 12-15). 

 Now we know that Solomon was a very good king. He did a lot of amazing things 
throughout his time on the throne. And he was wise and discerning. If you jump over to 

1 Kings 4, it tells us a lot about his reign. “The people of Judah and Israel were as 

numerous as the sand on the seashore; they ate, they drank and they were happy” (1 
Kings 4:20). The territory he ruled over went far beyond the boards of Israel as we 

know it, and many countries brought him gifts and tributes.  
 1 Kings 4:29-30 says, “God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a 

breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. Solomon’s 

wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East, and greater than all 
the wisdom of Egypt.” And not just wisdom about how to lead, but he was given 

knowledge about the natural world. People would travel from all over just to hear him 
speak about it. But even so, regardless of how good he was, he still failed. He eventually 

fell away from God, but he had a very strong start.  
 But this psalm is not just about Solomon. It is also seen as a prophetic psalm 

about Jesus. It reminds me of the time in Luke 4 where Jesus was in the temple and he 

read from the scroll of Isaiah. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 

me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the 

year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19). And then he told the people, “Today this 

scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). 

 Jesus is the ultimate king. He is the king of kings. All things came into being 
through him and he reigns over all that he created. Yet Jesus came here not to rule with 

an iron fist, but to rule by serving others. As he said to the sons of Zebedee in Mark 10 

& Matthew 20, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Jesus came to save those who are lost 

(Luke 19:10). He came to bring life and so that we would have life to the fullest (John 
10:10). That sounds a lot like what Solomon was asking for, a perfect reign for the 

benefit of the people. 
 Solomon tried to do that for his nation, and was rather successful. But Jesus did so 

perfectly and when he returns we will see his kingdom in all its glory. That should bring 
us hope to know that Jesus is for us. He did so much for us that he gave himself up for 

us to die on the cross so that we would be free from our sins. Why would you want to 
follow any other leader than that? 



 

 

 Jesus is king, but is he your king? Is he the one that you look to and follow? Is he 

the one who’s instruction you follow? If he is, then our lives should reflect what he 
values. We too should look for justice and righteousness. We too should fight for the 

poor and oppressed. We too should serve others so that they too may come to know the 
love of Jesus. And in all things, we should give praise to God who has done such great 

things for us. “Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous 
deeds. Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his 

glory” (Psalm 72:18-29). 


