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 Tonight we are looking at Psalm 95. Now there is some discussion as to who wrote 

this psalm. Some believe it was written during the post-exile period, written specifically 
for use in the second temple. Some believe that it was a psalm of David. The reason 

they believe this is because of what it says in Hebrews 4:7, that God spoke through 
David - in reference to this psalm. Psalm 95 is discussed in Hebrews chapters 3 and 4, 

specifically the second section of the psalm. Some note that this is probably the most 
thoroughly cited passage of Old Testament scripture in the New Testament. And it is 

because of this second section that I wanted to use it here at the end of David’s life. 

 As David was about to pass, he spoke with Solomon and gave him a warning. “I 

am going the way of all the earth. So be strong, and prove yourself a man. Do your duty 

to the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His 

ordinances, and His testimonies, according to what is written in the Law of Moses, so 
that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn, so that the Lord may 

fulfill His promise which He spoke regarding me, saying, ‘If your sons are careful about 

their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart and all their soul, you shall not 

be deprived of a man to occupy the throne of Israel’” (1 Kings 2:2-4 - NASB). 

 David had followed God all of his life. Yes, he messed up. And frankly, Solomon 

was one of the future results of David’s sin. But throughout most of David’s life, he tried 
to do what was right. God had blessed David time and time again. And even promised 

that through David’s line a king would rule forever. This later became part of the 
prerequisites for the messiah, that he would be of the line of David. Which we see in 

Jesus Christ, who reigns forever. 
 And in light of what God had done, David encouraged his son to follow God where 

God would lead. It is always good to start by looking at what God has done for us. 
Because God has done a lot and blessed us immensely. Psalm 95 starts out with praise 

in light of God’s power, authority, and works throughout history and creation. 
 Psalm 95 is a psalm of kingship and covenant. We see the description of who God 

is and it invites us to worship the Lord. The second section of Psalm 95 discuss the 
covenant aspect. There are no real promises mentioned in this section, but rather, a 

warning of what not to do. It assumes the knowledge of what God will do for the faithful 

based on what is mentioned in the first section, and then warns what would happen for 
those who turn away.  

 When I read through the scripture of 1 Kings 2, where David instructed Solomon 
to follow God, this second section of this psalm really resonated with me. There is a very 

strong dichotomy in the two sections of this psalm (to quote W. Graham Scroggie). One 
is an invitation - two is a warning. One sets forth privilege - two peril. One looks forward 

- two looks back. One is joyous - two plaintive (sad and mournful). One calls to 
exultation - two examination. One strikes note of worship - two a note of warning. One 

reminds us of God’s greatness - two of humanity’s weakness. One calls for obeisance 



 

 

(respect and homage) - two a call for obedience. Listen for these as we read through 

this psalm. 
 

Psalm 95 
1 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 

    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving 

    and extol him with music and song. 
3 For the Lord is the great God, 

    the great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth, 

    and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 

    and his hands formed the dry land. 
6 Come, let us bow down in worship, 

    let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 

7 for he is our God 
    and we are the people of his pasture, 

    the flock under his care. 
 

Today, if only you would hear his voice, 
8 “Do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah, 

    as you did that day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9 where your ancestors tested me; 

    they tried me, though they had seen what I did. 
10 For forty years I was angry with that generation; 

    I said, ‘They are a people whose hearts go astray, 

    and they have not known my ways.’ 

11 So I declared on oath in my anger, 
    ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” 

 
 Again, we start with this understanding of praise, and it is pretty self explanatory. 

It points out that God is the rock of our salvation. The Lord is the great God and the 
King over all gods. Not that there are other gods, but to show God is greater than any 

false god. God created all things from the depths of the sea to the heights of the highest 

mountain. It all belongs to God, and so we should worship the Lord our God. 
 The psalmist then shifts to describe our response. The word, “Today,” is used to 

mark a sense of urgency - that it needs to take place immediately and without 
hesitation. If we are to worship God, if we are to kneel before the Lord our maker, then 

we we need to do the following. We cannot harden our hearts. 
 In this psalm it mentions Meribah and Massah. When Massah is mentioned in the 

Bible, it is usually in connection with Meribah. Which many take to mean that they are 
the same place, or at the very least, in the same geographical area. These names 

literally mean quarreling and testing. If you look at the historical aspects of it, Meribah 
was where the people quarreled against Moses and Aaron because they had no water. 



 

 

Moses struck the rock twice, and did not give God the honor he was supposed to. This 

was the reason he was not allowed to enter into the promised land. 
 Verses 10 and 11 of this psalm give a very brief synopsis of the exodus. God was 

angry with the people for 40 years because they did not trust in God, even though they 
had witnessed first hand what God had done for them. Again, as I read through this, I 

kept seeing the connection with what David shared with Solomon, but on the flip side. 
While the Psalm tells us what not to do, David instructed Solomon in what he should do 

- to follow God, to rely on God, and to follow the law of the Lord as given to the people 
through Moses. 

 We have all seen God at work in throughout our lives. And God should be worthy 
of all of our praise. But how often (despite all the evidence) do we turn our backs to 

God? It might not be as severe as being absolutely against God where we openly defy 
God, but it could be that we think we can go it alone. We think we can handle life on our 

own and we do not have to look to God for help or assistance. We may see the blessings 
in our lives, but refuse to share those blessings with others. We may know God’s 

forgiveness of all of the sins we have committed, but refuse to forgive those who sin 

against us. Or maybe we judge others because they are different from us - or we turn 
them away - even though God welcomed us with open arms, especially when we didn’t 

deserve it.  
 David wanted to give his son instruction that would serve him well. He wanted 

Solomon to learn one last lesson, to follow God with his whole self. Because only then 
would he be successful. Only then would he truly be blessed. Now while we are no 

longer under the covenant made in connection with the law given through Moses, we are 
under a new covenant which is found in Jesus. And Jesus still has expectations for us - 

to love one another and to care for one another. We are to strive to follow God and to 
live lives pleasing to God. We are to keep our faith in God. And we are to rely on God 

and not on our own self and strength. 
 I want to leave you with the words of Hebrews 3:12-14, which admonishes us with 

this psalm. “See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 
heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it 

is called ‘Today,’ so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. We have 

come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end.” 

As we close tonight, I would like you to think about how you respond to God’s 
greatness. How do you respond to God’s blessing in your life? 


