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 Last week we talked about the 23rd Psalm. We looked at it in light of 1 Chronicles 

17, where God instructs David that it will not be him who will build the temple of God, 
but David’s son. God was giving him rest from his labors and showing him what was to 

lay in store for him. 
 Tonight we are going to stay in 1 Chronicles 17 and we are going to look at Psalm 

8. We know that Psalm 8 is a psalm of David, but we are not exactly sure what scripture 
it corresponds with. Many think that it is towards the end of his life, but with reading 

through these scriptures, it seems to me that it is fitting here. 
 After being told he was not to build the temple, this prayer of David is recorded. 

“Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and he said: 

‘Who am I, Lord God, and what is my family, that you have brought 
me this far? And as if this were not enough in your sight, my God, you 

have spoken about the future of the house of your servant. 
You, Lord God, have looked on me as though I were the most exalted 

of men. 
‘What more can David say to you for honoring your servant? For 

you know your servant, Lord. For the sake of your servant and 
according to your will, you have done this great thing and made known 

all these great promises. 
‘There is no one like you, Lord, and there is no God but you, as we 

have heard with our own ears. And who is like your people Israel—the 
one nation on earth whose God went out to redeem a people for 

himself, and to make a name for yourself, and to perform great and 
awesome wonders by driving out nations from before your people, 

whom you redeemed from Egypt? You made your people Israel your 

very own forever, and you, Lord, have become their God. 
‘And now, Lord, let the promise you have made concerning your 

servant and his house be established forever. Do as you promised, so 
that it will be established and that your name will be great forever. 

Then people will say, ‘The Lord Almighty, the God over Israel, is 

Israel’s God! ’And the house of your servant David will be established 

before you. 
‘You, my God, have revealed to your servant that you will build a 

house for him. So your servant has found courage to pray to 
you. You, Lord, are God! You have promised these good things to your 

servant. Now you have been pleased to bless the house of your 
servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for you, Lord, have 

blessed it, and it will be blessed forever.’” (1 Chronicles 17:16-27, 
NIV) 



 

 

 I love the humility that we see in this prayer. David had received such a wonderful 

gift, and he didn’t see it as being because he was awesome and deserved it. He saw it as 
God being awesome that he would give such good gifts. Even though David was king, he 

knew that it was only because of God’s blessing that he was in the position he was in. In 
fact, he saw himself more as a servant to God rather than a king to the people. He 

mentions the phrase “your servant” 10 times in 11 verses. He knows the responsibility 
he has to lead the people. But he knows that it is truly God who leads. 

 David started out, not by praising himself, but by asking a simple question. “Who 
am I, Lord God, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?” (17:16). It 

could have been easy for him to be full of himself. He survived assaults from King Saul. 
He survived among the enemies of Israel. He was victorious in battle. He accomplished 

many things to establish the nation of Israel. And yet through it all he poses the 
question, “who am I that you have brought me this far?” David knows who God is and 

that it is only because of God that David got as far as he did. He recognized this and was 
grateful for it. As a result it brings him to praise the Lord.  

 Psalm 8 is a psalm of praise. And it really resonated with me about this scripture 

where it questions: “what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that 
you care for them?” (8:4). Like 1 Chronicles 17, Psalm 8 does go into a time of praise 

for how great God is. However the difference is that the psalm speaks of God’s 
greatness in connection with creation as a whole, rather than just with Israel as in 1 

Chronicles 17. Let’s listen to Psalm 8. 
 

Psalm 8 
For the director of music. According to gittith [probably a musical term].  

A psalm of David. 
1 Lord, our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory 

    in the heavens. 
2 Through the praise of children and infants 

    you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 

    to silence the foe and the avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, 

    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 

    which you have set in place, 
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 

    human beings that you care for them? 
5 You have made them a little lower than the angels 

    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 

    you put everything under their feet: 
7 all flocks and herds, 

    and the animals of the wild, 



 

 

8 the birds in the sky, 

    and the fish in the sea, 
    all that swim the paths of the seas. 

9 Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 
 Who are we that God would care for us? God is so big that the entire universe sits 

in the palm of God’s hand. Yet God stoops down to be considerate of who we are . God 
has purposefully made each one of us unique and for a special purpose. God has walked 

with us throughout the course of our lives. God has blessed us, and not just with a few 
blessings, but has poured out blessing upon blessing on top of us. It is humbling to 

know that. It is humbling to see ourselves in light of God’s greatness. And all that God 
has given us is not because we deserve it, but because of how great God is and how 

much God loves us. 
 God is made known to us throughout creation. God has been revealed to us 

through Scripture. God is seen in the life of Jesus Christ who walked on this earth. He 

lived a perfect life, showing us how to live. Yet he gave of himself on the cross, to die a 
death that was meant for us in order to pay for all the sins that we have committed 

throughout our lives. He did that for all people for all time. So that all who believe in him 
will receive that forgiveness and with it, eternal life. We did not deserve any of that. But 

Jesus did that for us because of how great he is and how much he loves us. 
 Does that knowledge lead us to praise? Does it push us to share that good news 

with others? Do we want to live up to the example he left us? What will you do with your 
life? What will you do to show God just how grateful you are for all the blessings God 

has poured out on you? We should not give praise or do good works because we feel 
obligated, but we should do so because of our gratitude. When we consider all that God 

has done, it should lead us to praise God: “Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in 
all the earth!” 


