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Santa will be in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, December 8th from 8:00 to
10:30 a.m.! There will be plenty of pancakes and sausage for everyone.
There will not be ticket sales, but if you plan to attend the breakfast,
sign up in the Lobby. This will help us to determine how much food will
be needed. Kids will get to talk to Santa and have their picture taken
with him, too. The best part is that it’s not expensive: only $3.00 for
adults and $1.50 per child (under 12). The maximum any family will
have to pay is $8.00 and you can’t beat that! Manna on Main Street
clients will be our guests for this annual Breakfast with Santa. Please
extend to them Christ Church’s usual warm welcome. Please see Joe
Miller or Lanny Whitehouse with questions.
Many adult and youth helpers are needed to make this event a success.
The volunteers for the Kitchen are already lined up, but If you are able
to help in the Dining room, please contact Christine Rizol (610-306-2444 or ark2251@gmail.com)
or Tom Harrison (215-362-2876 or harrisoncustomcabinetry@verizon.net).

Inside this issue:

1– Glad Tidings Christmas Shop
1– Fall Clean-Up
2– Christmas Cookie Shoppe
2– Sunday School Pageant
3– Spaghetti Dinner Planning Mtg.
8– Santa Breakfast
9– Collage Concert
11– Church Council
13– Board of Trustees
15– Rise Against Hunger
16– Mission Committee Mtg.
16– Christmas Caroling

18– Evening Fellowship
18– Blue Christmas Service
18– Finance Committee Mtg.
19– Friendly Seniors Luncheon
20– Cooking for Manna
20– Care Ministers Mtg.
24– Christmas Eve Services
25– Christmas Day
26– Abington Adult Day Worship
28– Caregivers’ Coffee
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“Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room” is the third line of Isaac Watts popular carol, “Joy to
the World.” This Advent and Christmas Season it will provide the connecting theme for our
worship. What would it mean for us to prepare room for Jesus in our lives? It is easy to allow
Jesus to get squeezed out of our day to day affairs. What difference would it make if we
realized Jesus was already there?
We get sentimental at Christmas time about the baby Jesus and
Mary and the manger and the shepherds and the star. It is a
beautiful story. But it can be so much more than a story. It is the
proclamation of a new reality. God is here! We are not alone.
Life can be very different when we share it with him.
We will be examining what gets in the way of that happening.
We will be looking at where he is already at work. We will be
finding ways to open our lives to his activity. And along the way we may find the need for
some de-cluttering to prepare him room, some re-prioritizing of our time and energy, and
some re-directing of our path. There will indeed be “Joy to the World” when we receive
Jesus as our Savior and King. -Gary Nicholson
Our Sermon titles, Biblical story and Scripture texts are given below:
12/2

Room in My Life

Annunciation

Luke 1:26-38

12/9

Room in His Church

The Magnificat

Luke 1:39-56

12/16 Room on My Calendar

Joseph’s Dream

Matthew 1:28-25

12/23 Room in My Home

Birth of Jesus

Luke 2:1-7

12/24 Room in My Heart

Visit of Shepherds

Luke 2:8-20

12/30 Room in My Budget

Visit of the Magi

Matthew 2:1-12

1/6

Death of the Innocents

Matthew 2:13-23

Room in Our World

During this season of Advent, may everyone who comes
through our doors see the love of Christ revealed in us.
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The Congo Partnership is one of the initiatives of our Eastern PA Conference.
Bishop Peter Weaver, now retired, led the Peninsula-Delaware Conference to create the
Congo Partnership with, then Central Congo Bishop, Fama Onema in 2002, as part of the
Council of Bishops’ Hope for the Children of Africa Appeal. They initially focused on
improving medical and maternal health care and nutrition in Mpasa, serving an area
burgeoning with millions of refugees escaping war and famine in Sudan, South Sudan, and
Angola. The crucial need for more services and coordinated support prompted the Eastern
PA and Western North Carolina conferences to join and expand the partnership in 2014, the
centennial year of Methodism’s historic establishment in Central Congo by U.S.
missionaries.
Today, the Congo Partnership is providing much needed services to the Mpasa area.
Partnership-funded medical advancements are at work saving lives, schoolchildren and
adults are learning knowledge and skills to survive and succeed, and the first well was dug
to provide fresh water to an under-resourced village of 86,000 residents. “We are God’s
ambassadors.” That is how missionary Rev. Jonathan Baker described all these servantleaders working together to improve the health, education, and well-being of residents in this
economically depressed area of the Democratic Republic of Congo.
“We were inspired by the Congolese people’s incredible witness of hope and trust in God,”
recalls Jonathan Baker. “We saw evidence of it every day. The things we might throw our
hands up in despair over, they would respond to by just trusting more in God.”
We can be part of the continued success of this vital mission by giving to Congo
Partnership, the December MOTM.

You won’t want to miss this opportunity to serve others by packing nutritious meals on
December 15th, from 10-noon. There are jobs for everyone 4 years and older. Please sign
up via our website (“Events and Sign-ups” section) so we know to expect you. Also, invite
your neighbors and friends to join you! We need at least 40 persons to pack 11,000 meals!
We are looking for two persons to serve in our nursery to allow our parents of young
children to serve. If you are interested in serving in this way, please let Pastor Tawny know
soon so she can open up that possibility for our parents. Thank you! See you on the 15th!
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Christmas Collage Concert: A 60 minute, unique
musical experience featuring an array of ensembles
and soloists. Join the musicians of Christ UMC on
Sunday, December 9th, at 4:30pm or 7pm, for this
one of a kind event. Childcare for ages 4 and under
will be available during the 4:30 performance.
Please Note: Due to the nature of this concert,
please arrive early– the doors will close at 4:30pm
and 7pm respectively.
Christmas Caroling: Bring the joy of Christmas, through
song, to our shut-in and older members on Sunday,
December 16. We will meet at the church at 4pm and go out
in teams, returning to the church for a light supper. All ages
welcome. Children must be accompanied by a parent or
guardian. We should be finished around 6pm. Sign-up via our
website.
Blue Christmas: Tuesday, December 18, at 7:30pm.
Our Blue Christmas service is offered for those who
struggle with finding the joy of the Christmas season, due
to a change or loss due to death, divorce, sickness or other
circumstances. This service will minister to those needs,
while still recognizing that part of the reason for Jesus'
coming was to bring hope and comfort. The service will
include a candle lighting with music and reflection.
Christmas Eve Services: Monday, December 24
3:30pm– An active service for young (preschool) children
and their families.
6pm– A service of Christmas lessons and carols
brought by our older children featuring special music,
congregational singing, and candle lighting.
8:30pm & 11pm– Celebrating the
Nativity through the Sacrament of
Holy Communion, preaching the
Word, special music, as well as
singing of Christmas carols and
candle lighting.
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Our homebound members appreciate being
remembered. If you'd like to send Christmas
greetings, here are their addresses:

Bea Strotbeck
635 Brighton Drive
Hatfield, PA 19440

Doris Ross
553 William Penn Way
Lansdale, PA 19446

Flo Johnson
801 Old York Rd
Ste 221
Jenkintown, PA 19046

Grace Eroh
119 Zieglerville Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473
Betty Boston
2096 Valley View Way
Lansdale, PA 19446

Doris Dunbar
4206 Brittany Pointe
Lansdale, PA 19446

Vera Matour
110 Dock Dr
Lansdale, PA 19446

Mary Fisher
The Birches @Arbour Square
Rm. 208, 691 Main St.
Harleysville, PA 19438

The annual Christmas Cookie Shoppe is being held Sunday,
December 2. Cans are once again $8, $16 and $20 for the 1,2 and 3
pound cans, respectively. Fill your cans with your choice of delicious
homemade cookies. You will not only have delicious cookies, you are
also helping a deserving charity. Thank you for helping to make this
another successful cookie sale and we wish you all a very blessed
Christmas.
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Children in the second and third grade Sunday school class were
busy packing boxes for Samaritan’s Purse. The children donated
items to fill our boxes and we were able to
pack 4 shoes boxes for children around
the world. I am so proud of all of
you! Love, Mrs. Harris

Phil Woodruﬀ was honored for his
many years of service to the
Finance Committee.

CROP Walk for Hunger 2018

Thank you so much for your support and positive spirit about the fire drill that took place in October.
You were all so flexible and easy going about the disruption to your classes, and I am so very
grateful. You did an amazing job! The entire building was cleared in under 2 minutes, and our
preschool wing classes were out of the building in under 50 seconds! That is truly incredible!
-Pastor Tawny
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It takes a village to complete an
organ.

Issac and Steve, from
Crossan Savage, making
ﬁnal adjustments to the
organ.

Our Fall sermon series may have come to an end, but the work is just beginning. Now we
need to live out these messages and encourage one another with our stories. Pastor
Nicholson would love to share your story of God at work through you in the community.
How has God opened your eyes to see all the people? To whom have you been saying,
“Come and See”? Have you been able to escape work avoidance and discover mission
engagement? How are we becoming relationship driven? Are we growing as disciples?
Have we begun using the equipment God has given us for his work? How is the shift to
“listen and learn” going for you? Are we hearing God’s call and seeking the welfare of our
“city”? Share your stories. Let’s encourage one another.
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December Festivities
Please join the Friendly Seniors group of adults 55+ on Wed.,
Dec. 19 at 12:00 noon, in the Fellowship Hall for a delicious
holiday meal catered by Steve Vincent of All About Catering. Our
menu includes: Sliced Turkey & Gravy, Roast Eye Round in Au
Jus, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans Almondine, Spring Mix Salad w/Candied
Walnuts, Rolls & Butter, Assorted Cookies, Coffee & Tea.
After the delicious meal, we will be entertained with a special musical program and carol
sing led by Suzanne Williams, former CUMC Music Director, and recently retired music
teacher from the Methacton School District.
Here is a great opportunity to invite a friend or neighbor to be your guest for this special
holiday luncheon!
The cost of this delicious meal and musical program is just $14. Please sign up by
December 10 on the reservation sheet located on the sign-up kiosk in the church lobby.
Also please indicate if you would be willing to share two dozen of your favorite cookies for
our dessert.

The ladies of Deborah Circle will not meet in
December. Instead, they will join the Friendly
Seniors for their catered dinner on Wednesday,
December 19. Look for their sign-up sheet.

Susannah Wesley Circle will not have a monthly meeting in December.
Please support our Cookie Sale on Sunday, December 2nd. If you are
anxious to try out some new cookie recipes, please make some for the
cookie sale. Without our bakers we will have nothing to sell. Please invite
someone to partake in our goodies. Tell them they can buy a container of
cookies for friends, co-workers or just to enjoy with their family. All
proceeds will be donated to a worthy charity.
Please come join us in the New Year at our After Christmas celebration on Thursday,
January 3rd. We will be sharing dinner at a local restaurant, check your email for where we
will be gathering as the plans are finalized. After dinner we will travel to Marge Kramer’s
beautiful home to enjoy fellowship and dessert.
Please join us for this fun evening. We welcome all women to join us. If you are not on our
email distribution list, and would like to be added, please let our co-leaders know by sending
an email to Nadene Stauffer nstauffer@verizon.net and Suzanne Williams
slwmusic@hotmail.com.
Watch the Monday Rundown for details-if you're not receiving the Rundown, e-mail the
church office at secretary@cumclansdale.org.
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Christ UMC offers a grief support group. GriefShare is a 13 week, Biblicallybased video series. Our current session runs through December 5th. We
meet on Wednesdays at 2 PM. We will begin a new session on Wednesday,
January 9th, 2019, again, at 2 PM.
Enrollment:$20 per 13 week session (scholarships are available.)
If you are grieving the loss of a family member or friend, and would like to be
a part of this caring group, please join us. If someone in your life may
benefit, please tell them about GriefShare-you'll find brochures on the table in the lobby,
between the doors.
You are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group at any time during the session.
Each chapter is “self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will find
encouragement and help whenever you begin. You will be able to continue with GriefShare
through the next 13-week cycle and view any of the videos you have not seen.
If you are not available during the day, please note that Calvary Baptist Church, our
neighbor at 1380 S Valley Forge Rd, is offering an evening (7 PM) session, beginning
Wednesday, January 16th, 2019. You can enroll at www.GriefShare.org.

During the winter months (December—March) the Montgomery County Health Department
declares “Code Blue” if night time temperatures are 20° or below. When this occurs,
volunteers and shelter space at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lansdale, are ready to provide
overnight shelter to North Penn area homeless men. Volunteers from local churches staff
the shelter from 7:30 PM to 9:00 AM in three shifts: intake, overnight, and breakfast/cleanup. A hot meal is provided along with a place for the men to sleep
and stay warm overnight. New volunteers are provided training onsite during Code Blue nights. Anyone who would like to help out can
sign up for time slots through the dedicated Code Blue page on the
church website TrinityLansdale.com, contact volunteer coordinators:
Joe Toy (215-375-2928) and Karen Strobel (267-784-3054), or
contact Phil Woodruff (610-584-8595) or Lanny Whitehouse (610-584
-5819), our CUMC coordinators.

Bring your friends, or make new ones, at an alcohol-free New Year’s Eve
Party, starting at 8pm. Good food and fun games in fellowship hall,
culminating in an 11:30 to midnight service of prayer and Holy
Communion in the sanctuary. Get your New Year started off right. Signup via our website.
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From the Trustees:
Please take note that the cabinets in fellowship hall are used by
certain groups within the church. Please do not remove supplies
in these cupboards if you do not have permission to do so. If you
are in need of supplies for your group please contact the church
office for assistance. Thank you!

Even though our special Christmas Shop pre-order sale is
over we hope you will still consider buying some of our
normal gift cards we carry every week for holiday gifts
(Giant, Hennings, ShopRite, and Weis, Kohl's,
Applebee's, CVS, Regal & AMC theaters), along with your
normal food shopping and your holiday food shopping.
Christ UMC earns a minimum of 5% on all gift card sales plus a generous
25% for Lansdale Deli Meat Market. All proceeds from the sale of gift cards
are applied against our church mortgage principle. Grocery, and other gift cards, may be
purchased on Sunday mornings at the Gift Card Table in the church lobby. Please join this
"painless" way of giving to help pay off our mortgage loan. Thank you for supporting our
Christmas pre-order shop. It was a HUGE success!

Safe Sanctuary Training 2018
All persons who serve with our children and youth are required to complete a review every
year to remain safe sanctuary approved. Please go online to complete this training before
January 1st. If you prefer to complete the training in person please contact pastor Tawny to
set up a time. (Go to www.cumclansdale.org, click on the “Policies & Forms” button, the
review will be at the top of the page.)
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December Volunteers
Ushers
8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer, John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran.
11:00am Al Scott, Joe Loscalzo, Jack Ripley, Dana Ripley, Michael Horvath, John Renner, Krystyna
Supplee, Mark Supplee, Terrence Hamill, and Sarah Hamill.
Captain: Phil Woodruff

Reichley Class
Teacher

Worship Leader

2

Frieda Bailey

Barb Tibbits

9
16

Marge Kramer
Jan Sawicki

Frank Ross
Bob Tibbits

23

Tom Harrison

Barb Tibbits

30

Richard Weand Frank Ross

Flowers
2

Allison King

9

Phil Woodruff

16 Gordon McPherson/ Frieda & Dave Bailey
23 Kevin Woodland
30 Jim & Liz Zearfoss

Greeters

Circuit Kids Helpers

8:30am
11:00am
2 Bill & Sue Weir
9 Carolyn & Dennis Bieler
Bob & Barb Tibbits
16 Suzanne Williams/Marge Kramer Joanne Montana/ Nancy Shane
23 Marge Kramer/Bruce Shelton
30 Liz & Jim Zearfoss
Flo Kalin/Virginia Hare

Lay Readers
2
9
16
23
30

8:30am
Carol Welte
Carolyn Bieler
Suzanne Williams
Tim Weir

2 Anne Marie Legates
9 Kathy Barlick/Micha Kohl
16 Janellen Reid/Tina Hooper
23 Sarah Hamill/Jean Davis
30 Nancy Kralik/Tawny Bernhardt

Sound Technicians

11:00am
Tim Weir
Judy Yoder
Tina Eckhart
Joanne Montana
Tina Eckhart

2
9
16
23
30

8:30am
Ryan Fealy
Bill Schaefer
Steve Fallows
Chet Coupe
Ryan Fealy

Nursery Volunteers

11:00am
Nick Hill
Eric Ohlson
Andrew Guenther
Erich Greiner
Nick Hill

Children’s Sermon

4
11
18
25

8:30am
Wendy Clemmer
Liz Zearfoss
Kristi Weatherwax
Anna Shelton/ Jill Benchouk

9:45am
Paul Bernhardt
Carolyn Hadka
Alicia Sehn
Becky Wagner

11:00am
Greg Plummer
Diane Bresser/ Alice Neil
Anne Marie Legates
Julie Arnold

30

Iain Campbell

Hillary McCartney

Kathy Ellis
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2

Gary Nicholson

9

Joe Brown

16 Anne Greiner
23
30 Gary Nicholson

