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United Methodist Committee On 
Relief Cleaning Bucket Report

The Cleaning Bucket Mission of the Month 
was successfully completed in July!  The 

contents for 48 UMCOR were delivered in 
June.  The buckets and work gloves were 

also generously donated by our local 
LOWES!  The Youth packed the buckets 

during a Sunday School session!  Then the 
buckets were delivered to the Lehigh 

Valley Outreach Depot.  In addition, the 
excess funds were also donated towards 
the UMCOR Cleaning Bucket Mission!  The 
Mission Committee thanks all those who 
prayed for, donated to, ordered items, 

packed buckets, and arranged delivery of 
the Cleaning Buckets!  48 households will 
now be able to start the long process of 

cleaning up knowing that there are others 
caring for and praying for them!

Thank You!

See 
page 8 
for 
more 
photos
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I pray you are doing well this summer! Whether you are traveling 
or staying home, with family and friends or by yourself, I pray blessings 
upon you in all you are doing!

In July, I preached on the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10). 
In the story, a lawyer asked Jesus to distill the heart of the law but the 
lawyer answered his own question: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’” (Luke 10:27, NIV). A problem 
arose in this story because he wanted to vindicate himself, and so he looked to Jesus to better 
define the term “neighbor.”

He probably did his best to follow the law and stay connected with God. He probably 
did well with treating others in a positive way. But, there was something holding him back. There 
was someone in his life he just could not love. There was someone to whom he could not show 
mercy and he wanted an excuse to justify himself.

But Jesus did not let this lawyer off the hook. He told the story of the Samaritan who 
helped the man that had been beaten and left for dead. It was not a story of mercy shown by 
people who were expected to do so. It was a story of the most unlikely person showing mercy, 
even though it was not expected nor warranted.

As I prepared for this sermon, it kept me up at night as I wrestled with my thoughts. 
Thoughts of the way people have been treating each other in light of current events spurred 
these sleepless nights. I saw Christians being verbally accosted by other Christians because 
they stood up for their beliefs. Phrases like “Jesus hates you,” were being screamed because 
the various groups did not see eye to eye as to what was right or just. How often do we act 
more like the priest or the levite who walked around the beaten man who was left for dead 
rather than the Samaritan who had mercy on him? How often do we simply try to redefine who 
our neighbor is rather than showing kindness and mercy to people with whom we disagree?

In the mid 1700s, revival started in England and two people were at the forefront: John 
Wesley and George Whitefield. Soon after it began, they found differences in their beliefs 
regarding predestination and the movement started to split. Yet even in their differences, 
Whitefield held John Wesley and his brother Charles in high esteem. In 1770, John Wesley gave 
the sermon at Whitefield’s funeral where he coined the phrase, “agree to disagree.” He said, 
“There are many doctrines of a less essential nature,… In these, we may think and let think; we 
may ‘agree to disagree.’ But in the meantime let us hold fast the essentials of the faith, which 
was once delivered to the saints; and which this champion of God so strongly insisted on, at all 
times, and in all places” (A Sermon on the Death of the Rev. Mr. George Whitfield, by John 
Wesley, p. 18). Even though they disagreed strongly - to the point where they could not work 
well together - they still had the same goal: to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We need to set aside the differences we may have and do away with hatred, because 
hatred serves no purpose but to further divisions that already exist. There is a bigger picture on 
which we should focus. We are charged with spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the only 
way we can fulfill our calling is by sharing the love of God with all people, regardless of where 
they stand on any issue. May we define “our neighbor" as any person we come across, and 
may we do all that we can to share the mercy and love of God with all.

Reverend Zachary Hopple
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Calendar Highlights 
8/1 Perky Promenaders*
8/2 Kaleidoscope Group* (P, V)

Jazz Group Rehearsal*
8/7 Sunday Worship 8:45 & 11*

Sunday School*
Youth Praise Band*
Youth Group*
Evening Worship*

8/8 Staff Meeting-office closed @10am
8/10 Endowment Meeting (V)
8/11 Stitching Sisters (P)

SPRC Meeting (P)
Board of Trustees (P&V)

8/13 Monthly Yard Clean Up
8/14 The Christ Loves ALLiance (V)
8/15 Books Between Friends (P)
8/16 Energy Star Training (V)

Finance Meeting (V)
8/18 Praise Band Rehearsal*
8/20 Rain Date-Monthly Yard Clean Up
8/21 Mission Committee Meeting
8/22 Staff Meeting-office closed @10am
8/23 Church Council Meeting (V)
8/26 Caregivers Group (V)
8/28 Manna Food Drive
8/31 American Red Cross Blood Drive
* Denotes Weekly meeting    
Note: All meetings are subject to change. 
P=In Person V=Virtual 

Musicians needed!  Do you 
play an instrument or sing?  
We want you to share your 
talents with us on Sunday 
morning.  During the 
summer, we ask soloists 
and small groups to 
play/sing for our Sunday

morning worship services.  You do not need to be a 
professional musician.  You just need a love of God 
and the ability to play or sing.  If you need an 
accompanist, we will help you with that.  We are 
looking for adults and kids alike!  Age doesn't 
matter.  If you would like to offer your talent, 
contact Miki Chelton at 
miki.chelton@cumclansdale.org.

Our Music Committee still has an opening for the 
2022-2023 year.
Prayerfully consider yourself or recommend 
another adult for either of these paid positions:
● Cherub Choir Director: @ 3 hours/week; 

lead children aged 5 through 2nd grade in 
1 worship service/month, September 
through May.

Short Term Disciple Study
Alice Neil and Ineke McCrea are planning to lead 
another short-term Disciple Study this fall. Invitation 

to the New Testament is an 8- week, 1 1/2 hour 
course that will run on Tuesday mornings, 10:30 - 

12:00, from October 4 until Thanksgiving.
This course is open for people who are new to Bible 
Study as well as those who are interested in a more 
in-depth study, since there are opportunities to go 

deeper in every session.
If you have done a Disciple study before, you will 
know that it offers opportunities for reading and 

discussing the Bible and to learn from each other. 
The leaders are facilitators and also participants.

If you are interested please text Alice at 
646-523-7211 or Ineke at 267-218-6298.

Save the Date
Our next Blood Drive will be held Wednesday August 31, 2022 at 
1pm in the Fellowship Hall. More information to come soon in our 
weekly emails and our website. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Church Office at 
215-855-1643 or secretary@cucmlansdale.org
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GriefShare events

On Wednesday, August 31st, Christ Church will offer a program entitled Loss of a Spouse. This 
one time, two hour program will begin at 1:30 PM. There is no charge for this event.

At this Loss of a Spouse seminar you’ll discover:
● Other people understand and have found ways to make it through
● Why it won’t always hurt so much
● Reasons for hope
● Practical tips for coping with the death of a spouse

On Wednesday, September 14th, we'll begin our next 13 week GriefShare cycle.. GriefShare 
is designed for those mourning the loss of someone important-a spouse, a child, a parent, a close 
friend. Each week we'll meet from 1:30 to 3:30 PM. We will view a video, and discuss both the 
video and daily exercises.You will have the opportunity to share with others who are grieving, 
others who understand what you are going through.

Registration fee is $20, which includes your copy of the GriefShare workbook. Scholarships 
are available.

You are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group at any session. Each is 
“self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will find encouragement and 
help whenever you begin. You will be able to continue with GriefShare through the next 13-week 
cycle and view any of the videos you have not seen.

Please invite those in your life who have experienced a loss to join us.
Registration at our church website https://www.cumclansdale.org, under "events and signups."
Location:the Reichley room of Christ UMC (off the church office)

Care Ministries
One thing that we learned from the pandemic was the value of connections. Our care 

ministers stay connected with our home bound members, those that have been hospitalized, 
those who are grieving, and others who are in need of care.

It's at this time of the year that we begin accepting applications for our care ministry.

You can find the application at this link: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/92/927ea1db-896f-4fce-b56c-fa9fd9bbc094/d
ocuments/Care_Ministers_updated_application_2022.pdf There are paper copies available at the 
kiosk in the church narthex.

This is a role that requires prayerful consideration. If you feel God leading you in this direction, we 
encourage you to complete the application. If you have questions, please contact Marge Kramer 
215.429.8881 margekramer@cumclansdale.org.

Caregivers Support Group
Our caregivers support group meets on the fourth Friday of each month, at 10 AM. This is a time 
of sharing the experiences of caring for a loved one, whether you do so in person, or from afar. 
We share resources and learn from each other. We are currently meeting via Zoom. To receive 
the Zoom link, contact Marge Kramer marge.kramer@cumclansdale.org 215.429.8881.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/92/927ea1db-896f-4fce-b56c-fa9fd9bbc094/documents/Care_Ministers_updated_application_2022.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/92/927ea1db-896f-4fce-b56c-fa9fd9bbc094/documents/Care_Ministers_updated_application_2022.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/92/927ea1db-896f-4fce-b56c-fa9fd9bbc094/documents/Care_Ministers_updated_application_2022.pdf
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Susanna Wesley Circle

The Susanna Wesley Circle will not meet in August.  Meetings will 
resume in September. Contact Nadene Stauffer 
(nstauffer@verizon.net) or Suzanne Williams 
(slwmusic@hotmail.com) if you have questions or would like to join.

Kaleidoscope Book Group
Ladies, at a time when outside contact is slim to none we would love to have 
you join us for Christian Fellowship. We meet every Tuesday at 12:30pm. Our 

meetings are In Person at Fischer’s Park over the summer. We read and discuss 
books weekly. We also spend time in Fellowship and Prayer. Feel free to 

contact Becky at 215-896-4964 for the Zoom link or any questions.

DEBORAH CIRCLE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2022

11:30 A.M.

The Deborah Circle will not be meeting during August. Our first meeting in the fall will be on 
Monday, September 12 at 11:30 at the church in Fellowship Hall, Room 106. Please bring your 

lunch, a beverage and dessert and join us for food, fellowship and fun! 
Bring a friend!

Our speaker will be Connie Damon, a member of Jarrettown UMC, who will speak 
about the Living Hope High School in Bungoma, Kenya, a mission she actively 
supports. This school is dedicated to lifting students out of poverty to reach their full 
potential.
From the Living Hope website: As Christians, we are compelled to care for and help
others. The Bible instructs us in James 1:27 to care for orphans in their troubles. We
are committed to the support of the students from Living Hope High School with our prayers, love, 
time, and money. By putting Jesus’ words into practice, we can give these children hope, a 
bright future and a chance to witness to their deep faith in Jesus Christ.

Any questions, please contact Jean Davis at 215-393-4649 or Gail Scott at 215-368-
0476. See you on the 12th!! More information will be coming about our meetings in

October, November and December.

         Next meeting Thursday, 8/11 @ 10am-12pm in Fellowship Hall
Stitching Sisters will meet on August 11th from 10:00 am-noon in 
Fellowship Hall.  Join our summer meetings and come and chat while 
you work on our projects or one of your own.  We will continue to work 
on prayer shawls and afghans for FoxChase Cancer Center. We'll 
come up with new plans for the fall.
Questions?  Contact Karen Fallows, 267-240-7800 or 

kbfallows59@gmail.com

mailto:nstauffer@verizon.net
mailto:slwmusic@hotmail.com
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The Water Project
We are blessed to live in an area where clean water is a twist of the wrist

away.  We have clean water literally at our fingertips. This clean water not only 
satisfies our thirst, but it also allows us to wash away germs and diseases. If we 
have a vegetable garden, it allows us to grow a healthy crop. Clean water helps 
us stay healthy, and when we are healthy we can go to work. We can go to 
school. We can take care of our families.

But there are many people in the world who do not have access to clean water.  The 
water that they can get is shared by animals. It is muddy and full of disease. And they may 
spend hours per day in order to get it. Drinking dirty water makes them sick. It keeps them out 
of school and keeps them from leading productive lives. But what if they had access to clean 
water in their own community? What could they do then? What would their lives look like then?

Our August Mission of the Month is the Water Project. The Water Project works with 
communities in Sub-Saharan Africa to determine what is the best way to meet the need for 
clean drinking water. It may be a well, but it also may be a sand dam, a rainwater catchment 
system, or spring protection. But they don’t stop there. The Water Project also provides training 
in hygiene and sanitation. They follow up with the communities to be sure that the completed 
water project continues to function as it should. To learn more about The Water Project, 
https://youtu.be/bySIiPDV6wo.

Your donations to this month’s mission will go toward a specific project in a specific 
community in Sub-Saharan Africa.  You will get to see the impact your contribution makes to a 
community, so stay tuned for updates in the months ahead!

When: Saturday morning, October 8th-Sunday Afternoon, October 9th
Where: Innabah Camp and Retreat Center – Spring City, PA
Cost: $85 for the overnight or approximately $40 for the day

All women of Christ UMC are welcome to attend a weekend of rest and renewal at camp 
Innabah in Spring City, PA.  This weekend is a way to foster fellowship among the women of the 
church and a deeper connection with God. The theme of the retreat will be Listening for God’s 
Voice.

The total cost of the retreat, including lodging and meals, would be $85. (Please note this is 
a $10 increase from 2020 because costs have gone up). In order to make the retreat affordable, 
the sleeping accommodations will be bunk style sleeping with shared bathrooms. Once you've 
filled out the registration form below, please provide a check made out to Christ UMC with 
“women’s retreat” in the memo line. If cost is an issue please see Pastor Tawny. If you paid for the 
retreat in 2020 before it was postponed due to the pandemic and didn't get reimbursed, no 
check is needed.

If you cannot come for the weekend, please register online for the day on Saturday for 
numerous opportunities for bible study, fellowship, outdoor activities, worship services, and more!  

COST SHOULD NOT DETER ANYONE. If you would like to go but the retreat isn't financially 
possible for you, please reach out to Pastor Tawny confidentially.

If you have any questions about the retreat, please contact Pastor Tawny.
Because we need to have a commitment of at least 15 people, please register by September 1.
Here is the link for the sign up for women's retreat: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCPCP4t1nemvCCk4DJ8YKNF9JQYBDI9yVbocbz6-l
VirIuKg/viewform?usp=sf_link

https://youtu.be/bySIiPDV6wo
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCPCP4t1nemvCCk4DJ8YKNF9JQYBDI9yVbocbz6-lVirIuKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCPCP4t1nemvCCk4DJ8YKNF9JQYBDI9yVbocbz6-lVirIuKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Dallas Indian Mission UMC and Chihowa Okla UMC
On June 29 at 6:30 pm a small group gathered in the Rose room to meet for a 
second time with the Dallas Indian Mission UMC. After happy greetings and 
introductions of several new members to the group, Pastor Jackson shared with 
us the progress that has been made with the mural and some personal news 
about the artist. He also told us that funds collected by our church last 
November will help make the completion of the mural possible. Some of our 

donation also went to add much needed chairs to the brand new sanctuary of the Chihowa Okla 
UMC. Our liaison Alan Kriesel has several slides available for us to view next time we meet.

Our main purpose for this meeting was to pray and sing together for Peace. Allana Mathis 
led the group with the prayer We Are Forgiven. Pastor Hopple offered a meditation on the true 
meaning of peace and how we need to be purposeful in our aim to be peace bringers in our 
communities. Jennifer Hopple had brought her keyboard to accompany us as we sang a Peace 
Hymn. Then Pastor Jackson introduced us to his wife Tonnietta (he calls her “the sugar in his 
KoolAid”) and also to two women from his congregation, Linda and Sonia Pahcheka. Linda and 
Sonia are sisters who have been part of the Indian Mission UMC since the sixties and have a long 
and rich heritage in the Comanche Tribe. These two sisters contributed to our prayer meeting with 
two Native American Hymns. Our own Sue Weir said a closing prayer and Pastor Jackson shared 
the Blessing. When we said goodbye we shared our wish for a future meeting after vacations are 
done, possibly in August. We all hope that this connection will benefit our church and the two 
churches in Texas and will serve to bring us in closer communication with our Native American 
neighbors. This is an opportunity for learning, for reconciliation and for future collaboration.

Ineke McCrea
Native American Representative to CONAM
Member of CUMC Mission Committee

BIG News for Our
Youth Program!

We have a new Youth Leader! Mr. Dayjoh King has accepted 
our offer of a part-time position as Director of Youth Ministries. 
Dayjoh will be leading our Youth Group and co-teaching the Youth 
Sunday school class.

Dayjoh’s day job is working in administration at a charter 
school in the Philadelphia School District. Dayjoh and his wife, Kayla, 
have been attending worship services and Pastor Zach’s adult 
Sunday school class for a few weeks already, and their 2 sons, Kevai 
and Amon, have made themselves at home with Miss Gina in the 
Nursery. Because our youth members wisely insisted on being part of 
the selection process, some of them already have begun to get to 
know Dayjoh during his visits to CUMC. We all have learned that 
Dayjoh is full of energy and a great love of Christ that he wants to 
share with all of us.

While the paperwork is being finalized, Dayjoh will begin 
working with Pastors Zach and Tawny on orientation and planning a 
great youth program. We’re happy to have Dayjoh here. Please 
help us give Dayjoh, Kayla, and their beautiful family a warm 
welcome!
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Vacation Bible School July 18th to July 22nd

Thank you to our Volunteers!!!
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Recognition of Service Mary Conroy

It has been wonderful to have been a 
part of the amazing community of 

Christ UMC since my daughters began 
preschool in 1993! I have been so 

blessed to call the preschool my work 
home for the past 25 years. Your warm 
acceptance throughout the years and 

the support and enthusiasm for the 
preschool mission by the Pastors, church 
staff  and the congregation are so very 
much appreciated. I was humbled by 

the beautiful recognition by Pastor Zach 
and Pastor Tawny at the Father’s Day 

service and touched by your generous 
and thoughtful words and gifts. I hope 

to visit with you often in the future. Christ 
Church will always hold a special place 

in my heart!

Check out the plaque that is 
at the playground. This is a  
dedication to Mary’s service 
here at CUMC.

A message from Mary:
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1020 S. Valley Forge Rd
Lansdale, PA 19446

Adults: Starting 6/12/2022 @ 9:45am
● 7/31 - 9/4: Led by Kent and Misti Conway. New Testament Stories From the Backside: 

we will be looking at select New Testament stories “through a unique starting point, a 
creative retelling, a new "lens", or the eyes of a minor or unsympathetic character.”

Children: Starting 6/12/2022 @ 9:45am
● Look for more information in the weekly emails or our website @ www.cumclansdale.org
● Email Pastor Tawny Bernhardt at tawny.bernhardt@cumclansdale.org if you have any 

questions.

mailto:tawny.bernhardt@cumclansdale.org

