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Sunday, July 7 through Saturday, July 13, Youth and Adults from
Christ UMC traveled to Mansfield, OH for the annual Youth Mission
Trip. Trip details can be found on pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter.

Calendar Highlights
1– Stitching Sisters

20– Finance Committee

4– Missions Committee

21– Friendly Seniors Planning

8– Board of Trustees

21– Endowment Committee

8 & 15– Care Ministers Mtg.

23– Caregivers’ Coffee

8– Welcome Committee

24– Iron Pigs Game

14– Men’s Breakfast Group

28– Abington Adult Day Worship

14 & 28– Earthen Vessels

29– Renovations Enabled Ministries

15– Cooking for Manna

Time to Welcome Neighbors
Did you gain any new neighbors this summer? I hope you have made them feel
welcome to your community. Don’t forget to invite them to church as well. As you
get to know them, and their religious background and family situation, you will
discover what are the appropriate ways to introduce them to your church home. Pray
for discernment and then be bold to act.
For some, the church picnic might make a great first encounter with your church
friends. For others you may want to tell them about our pre-school, or children or
youth programs. For others, our amazing selection of musical groups might be just
right. And still others might want to join us first in some mission project. Our small
groups and support groups (grief and caregivers) welcome those from outside our
church as well as those from within.
No new neighbors? Summer is a great time to connect with existing neighbors. Share
a picnic together or a neighborhood ice cream sundae bar. Find out about their
religious background, if you have not done so already, and respond as you might
with new neighbors (above). Be the best neighbor you know how to be and trust
God that, over time, you will have opportunities to share your faith.
In all cases it is not about getting more people for your church. It is about caring for
people. Be a good listener. Be a helper. Be fun. Celebrate the blessings of life that
God makes possible. Don’t be afraid to talk about the place that God has in your life
and realize that God is also already at work in their lives. Look for it and join in.
-Gary Nicholson

Wise Words from the Welcome Ministry
Hospitality doesn't take a vacation. Visitors join us for worship
throughout the year. Be on the lookout for new faces, and extend
a warm welcome. Offer a visitor's packet-we also have children's
bags for little ones. You can find both of these at the table in the
lobby, between the doors to the sanctuary.
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Christ UMC Care Ministers
Are you feeling called to the care ministry here at Christ Church?
As we have in the past several years, we are accepting applications for those
wishing to become a part of this ministry. If this an area where you feel led to
participate, please complete our application, available online at
www.cumclansdale.org or in hard copy at the kiosk in the lobby. It's a thoughtprovoking exercise, which includes the completion of a spiritual autobiography.
Our care ministry is a more organized way of tending to each other. We pray with
you as you are preparing for surgery, we visit you when you are hospitalized and
follow up when you return home.
We visit our members who are homebound, and those living in health care
facilities. If a loved one is facing death, we reach out to you, and we will stay in
touch with you as you grieve your loss.
If you are interested, but don’t feel that visiting is a good fit for you, we have other
opportunities, especially making phone calls, and helping us with some
administrative tasks.
Any of our care ministers would be happy to answer your questions-please reach
out to Sarah Hamill, Karen Fallows, Sussie Venuto, Carolyn Hadka, Sharon Moran or
Marge Kramer, Director of Congregational Care. Applications are due in the church
office by September 30, 2019.
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Youth Mission Trip
Just as a fruit tree is expected to bear fruit, God’s people should produce a crop of good
deeds….If other’s can’t see our faith in the way we treat them, we may not be God’s
people at all (Matthew 3:9-10). Our church’s Youth Mission Trip of 13 youth and 4 adults
made a difference in the lives of others through Blue Rose Mission of
Mansfield, Ohio. The group worked diligently in record heat at our first
home cutting grass, repairing and cleaning gutters,
bolstered sinking steps, stripped paint off a small
back porch/railings/stairs, and did the same on the
home’s large front porch/railings/stairs. After 2 days
of stripping, we painted railings, trim, shutters, door frames, floors,
and spindles. This was a 3 day project and the end result was beautiful!
On Tuesday while one team was fast at work on our first project. A
small group of us broke away in the afternoon to help an elderly
homeowner seal a set of steps that had just been built for her. In the
process, we found two steps that were older and required a
significant amount of cleaning and sanding to
get them ready to receive sealer and match the new steps. In a
short period of time our small but mighty crew cleaned, sanded,
and sealed these steps for her.
A third home needed to have the railings removed from a deck and
6 large bags of debris removed from underneath. The deck was power washed, all the
decking removed/replaced and re-assembled with the proper
spacing; railings and spindles cut, mitered and installed. While
working on the deck, it was determined it needed reinforcement and
the crew made the necessary adjustments to make it sturdy for the
future. Our 4th project was an all-hands worksite as long grass was
cut, trimmed, unattended for years gardens were weeded, shrubbery
trimmed, screens repaired, chair rails and baseboards cut and
installed, while another group was inside working in a bedroom. The
room’s paneling required the creation of several patches made of
paneling to finish the paneling installation. We caulked our additions
and the entire room required a coat of primer and 2 coats of paint.
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We needed air circulation, but had to clean the ceiling fan where a critter had taken up
residence. As this operation was taking place, chair rails were being
measured, cut, painted and installed. When we left, we had
completely transformed the room into a clean and livable area. The
homeowner was ecstatic to see all that had been accomplished
inside and out on one long hot day!
Each evening we gathered together around a fire (thanks to our
men creating a fire pit for the camp and taking down a large
dead tree for firewood), had devotions by the youth, and roasted
s’mores. We shared 18 meals together, enjoyed Wednesday off
at Cedar Point riding terrifying roller coasters and strengthened
our bonds. Our 460 mile trip home was quiet as most of the
youth slept from exhaustion. What we left behind shows God’s
love for others. We rejoice in being able to be the hands of God and make a difference in
other’s lives.

Mission of the Month: Books Through Bars
Based in Philadelphia, Books Through Bars is a volunteer-run organization that
distributes free books and educational materials to incarcerated people in PA, NJ,
NY, MD, DE, VA and WV. Each year they send over 8,000 book packages.
You may ask, “Why send books to incarcerated prisoners?” Studies have
overwhelmingly shown that prisoners who become more educated while
incarcerated are less likely to return to prison. The free books and correspondence
courses, provided by Books Through Bars, directly address the gap in resources
and access to education that are sorely lacking in our prison system today.
Each month, Books Through Bars receives 600-800 letters from prisoners asking for
books. The majority include requests for educational materials. Many prisoners
want books about African-American, Native American, and Latino/a history. Nearly
25% ask for dictionaries. They also ask for books on improving reading, math and
writing skills, using computers, and learning skilled trades like carpentry. Many
need books that will help them get their GED.
Books Through Bars believes, “Our work changes hearts, minds and lives.”
We will be collecting money, not books, for the month of August. Many thanks for
supporting this mission.
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Look What’s Been Happening!

Susannah Wesley Circle End of Year Picnic

Vacation Bible School
Thank you for everyone who served at To Mars and Beyond VBS! Thank you to
those who helped to decorate, prepared the crafts, donated items, served during
the week, helped to clean up, and assisted with the hundreds of other tasks that are
required to make VBS a success! Because of the sacrifices you made, God’s power
and love was experienced by over 150 kids throughout the
week! Please continue to pray for all the children who
attended that their experience would stick with them
throughout their lives.
With thanksgiving,
Pastor Tawny
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Join Us!
Stitching Sisters will meet on August 1st from 10:00am-noon
in the Reichley Room. We will be painting and hand sewing
new Chrismons. We're making new ornaments to add along
with existing Chrismons to a larger tree for the narthex.
Through the fall, we will be making hats and hats and more
hats. They will be donated to the Code Blue shelter, rescue missions and foster
care boarding schools. All sizes, all colors, for men, women and children. If you
wish to help, please place your finished hat in the Stitching Sisters collection
box. Use any pattern you like.

Thank you to everyone who donated yarn to our group. It is much appreciated
and always gets put to good use.

Reminder: Please return finished Chrismon counted cross stitch kits to the
Stitching Sisters box.

Are you a caregiver for a family member, friend or
neighbor? Join us on August 23rd as we share our
experiences. We meet in the church lounge on the
fourth Friday of each month at 11am.

Our annual Church Picnic will take place on
Saturday, September 14, from 5-8 pm, on our
parking lot and ball field. Plans, now, are to begin
with the meal from 5-6pm, have lots of games and
fun activities from 6-7pm, and conclude with our bonfire from 7-8pm. This is a great
time to introduce FRAN (Friends, Relatives, Associates from work or school, and
Neighbors) to your friends at church!
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Join Us!
Our next GriefShare group will begin on Wednesday,
September 11th at 2pm. We invite anyone who would
appreciate help and encouragement, after the death of a
spouse, child, family member or friend, to be a part of this
group. Each chapter of this Biblically based video series is selfcontained, so you do not have to attend in sequence. You can
begin at any time in the 13 week cycle. You will be able to
continue with GriefShare through the next cycle and view any
of the videos you missed.
If you would like to invite a friend or family member, pick up a brochure at the
table in the lobby, against the air lock.
Enrollment:$20 per 13 week session (scholarships are available.)
Sign-up at the link on the church website www.cumclansdale.org, or call the church
office at 215.855.1643.

Walking With…
Do you wonder what it would be like to come from a different racial background?
Are you grieved by the tragic encounters over the last several years between police
officers and African American young people? So you wish there was some way to
help heal the racial divides in this country? Then you might appreciate a day spent
with our District Superintendent, Tracy Bass, and other clergy and laity from across
the East District, at an even entitled “Walking With: An African American
Experience,” to take place September 21, from 9am to 3pm at Chalfont UMC, 11
Meadowbrook Lane, Chalfont.
The program will include a showing and discussion of
“Stranger Fruit” – a 2017 documentary about the killing
of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. Several other
articles will also engage our conversations on systemic
racial issues in our country. The cost will be $15 and
lunch is included. Contact the church office and direct
your questions to Pastor Nicholson who participated in
the first offering of this event in May.
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Join Us!
A Matter of Balance
If you missed our spring balance class, we'd love to have you join us this fall,
beginning September 9th at 1:30pm. Each of the eight sessions runs approximately
90 minutes (a few run a little longer.) We'll talk about advocating for ourselves,
reducing fall risks in our homes, and much more. We'll also learn exercises to prevent
falls. Sign-up at the kiosk in the lobby, or call the church office, to be a part of this
class. Note that we'll be off on October 14th, so our last class will be November 4th.

David Stahl and the Sacred Orchestra
Leading Our Worship on September 15 at 10:30
Christ UMC is pleased to host David Stahl and the Sacred Orchestra on Sunday,
September 15 for a special combined worship at 10:30 am. Sunday School that
morning will be at 9:15 am. You will not want to miss these superb musicians as they
share their faith in word and music and you will want to invite FRAN (Friends,
Relatives, Associates, Neighbors). Pastor Nicholson has hosted them at two of his
previous churches and the worship service has been a highlight of the year. Here is
an excerpt from their website, describing the ensemble:
“After years spent contemplating and molding ideas, Dave Stahl formed The Sacred
Orchestra in April of 1999. The group started as a 14-piece big band with 3 singers
and immediately began to expand in size, adding more vocalists and
instrumentalists until its current aggregation as a 23-piece studio orchestra with 10
female vocalists.
The mission of the Orchestra is to reach out to people of all ages and musical tastes
through the great music of the church in resounding praise to God. The desire is to
draw back into the church those who might have drifted away and hopefully reunite
them with their local church and God. Spoken word, given primarily by the Orchestra
members, is a key part of the worship services and the music highlights that spoken
word.”
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2019 Eastern Pennsylvania Annual
Conference of the United Methodist
Church Report
This report is a compilation of the thoughts of the 8 delegates from CUMC who
attended this year’s 3 day conference (Pastor Nicholson, Pastor Bernhardt, Pastor
Chelton, Irene Dickinson, Chad Hussein, and me representing Christ UMC, and Pam
Nicholson and Brian Dalbow as equalizing lay delegates from our district). You can
talk to any of us in more detail if you please.
•

•

•

We were very pleased that the Bishop reassigned our pastors to us for another
year!
The theme this year was “Tell to the Coming Generation!” It was stressed in each
worship and teaching sessions. Statistics indicate a decline in many
denominations, including the UMC. A key to our church’s revitalization is
reaching the young adults in our midst. Mentoring was shown to be necessary,
however, we must realize that the mentoring needs to be a two way street. It was
stressed that if the church is serious about reaching young adults, it must also be
ready to accept what they bring to the church.
Several resolutions were proposed and passed. Many related to the business of
the Conference, such as Health Care, Pensions, and Salaries. However there was
one that created a lot of discussion. It was a motion that the Conference act in
the spirit of the One Church Plan. It was a plan for the UMC to be more inclusive
to LGBTQIA individuals. The 2019 spring session of the 2016 General Conference
affirmed by a very small majority that the UMC should continue to follow its
current Traditional Plan. So this resolution was looking forward to the 2020
General Conference, and how we should act until then. While it did not propose
breaking the current Discipline, it did propose that steps be taken to promote
more inclusivity in spirit. There were attempts to reword it, and to table it. When
they both failed, the final vote passed the resolution, but by only by a 6%
margin. Clearly we are not of one mind on this issue in our conference. However,
the small majority did favor moving towards more inclusiveness in the future. All
that being said, I personally felt a much higher level of sincere inclusiveness this
year than in past years.
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•

•

•

I mentioned that there is a General Conference of the UMC next year. It will
be the next time we can reexamine our Discipline. After that, we have a
North East Jurisdiction Conference. After a long process, we elected a diverse
delegation, in age, ethnicity, and including men & women to represent the
EPA Conference at next year’s General & Jurisdictional Conferences.
Conference is also a time when we have a chance to learn what other
church’s have been doing and celebrate their successes. One of those times
was when Christ UMC was congratulated as one of the few churches to
observe a Native American Sunday. While this has been a standard
established by conference several years ago, this was our first observance,
and was an example to other churches! Also, a lot of individual networking
between our delegates and other individuals to better the ministry of our
church and the conference was accomplished.
Finally, it should be noted that the Conference passed an aggressive budget,
without any questions, after it was clearly presented by the Conference
Treasurer, Joe Brown, and the Chair of the Conference Committee on Finance
and Administration, our own Irene Dickinson. It shows a commitment by the
conference churches to support its ministries fully and fairly.

I did feel the Spirit of God present, in spite of areas of personal disagreement. I
truly feel we continue to learn and grow thru the discussions and relationships
of all of those attending Conference. I continue to appreciate the opportunity to
serve as one of your delegates.
-Ken Dickinson

11

August Volunteers
Greeters
8:30am
Bruce & Anna Shelton

11:00am
Jean & Fred Davis

4
11
18 Suzanne Williams/Marge Kramer
25 Bill & Sue Weir

Nancy Shane/Joanne Montana
Flo Kalin/Virginia Hare

Children’s Worship
4

Flowers

Anne Marie Legates/Carolyn Hadka

4

Barb Gingrich/Judy Yoder

11 Kathy Barlick

11 Allison King

18 Tina Hooper/Janellen Reid
25 Jean Davis

18 Nancy Albacker/Allison King
25 Christine Rizol

Ushers
8:30am Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer,
John Sullivan, and Sharon Moran.
11:00am Karen Thrash, Eric Thrash, Fred Wynne, Carol
Wynne, and Sussie Venuto.
Captain: Phil Woodruff

Sound Technicians
4
11
18
25

8:30am
Chet Coupe
Ryan Fealy
Bill Schaefer
Steve Fallows

11:00am
Erich Greiner
Nick Hill
Paul Bernhardt

8:30
4
11
18
25

Lay Readers

Wendy Clemmer and Kendra Jennis
Anna Shelton and B./E. Geesaman
Kristi Weatherwax
Liz Zearfoss

4
11
18
25

Nursery Volunteers
9:45
Melissa Sesi
Alicia Sehn
Yoshimi Weir
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8:30am
Anna Shelton
Suzanne Williams
Tina Eckhart

11:00am
Joanne Montana
Tina Eckhart
Judy Yoder
Pam Nicholson

11:00
Judi Plummer/Pat Solomito
Diane Bresser/Alice Neil
Anne Marie Legates/Pat Solomito
Julie Arnold

