
 

� 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 

Meditation: “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”  -2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV)  

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES: Ashes will be received at the door as you enter and will be self-administered.� 

 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                               “Meditation for Ash Wednesday”                                                J. Nixon  

(Please use this time to prepare your heart for worship.) 

 

ENTRANCE 

*CALL TO WORSHIP- Invitation to Observance of Lenten Discipline  

 Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 The early Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord's passion and resurrection, 
 and it became the custom of the Church that before the Easter celebration there should be a 
 forty–day season of spiritual preparation. During this season, converts to the faith were prepared 
 for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins and had 
 separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled by penitence and 
 forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the Church. In this way the whole 
 congregation was reminded of the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus 
 Christ and the need we all have to renew our faith. I invite you, therefore, in the name of the 
 Church, to observe a holy Lent: by self–examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self–
 denial; and by reading and meditating on God's Holy Word. 
 
To make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now kneel (bow) 
before our Creator and Redeemer. 

*OPENING HYMN                                            “Depth of Mercy”                                                 No. 355, v. 1,4,5 

OPENING PRAYER  

 O God, maker of every thing and judge of all that You have made, from the dust of the earth 
 You have formed us and from the dust of death You would raise us up. By the redemptive power 
 of the cross, create in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit, that we may repent of our 
 sins and lead lives worthy of Your calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

February 17, 2021 

7:00 pm 
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PROCLAMATION & RESPONSE 

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE LESSON: Joel 2:12-17 (NRSV)                                                              (See page 4)                                  

Reader: This is the Word of God for us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE LESSON: Matthew 25:1-13 (NRSV)                                                     (See page 4)                                       

Reader: This is the Word of God for us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                     “A Time to Be Prepared”                                               Rev. Chelton 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

 

THANKSGIVING & COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                           (See pages 5-6)
THE LORD’S PRAYER            

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
 earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP (for those watching at home)  
 
PRAYER TO CLOSE COMMUNION 

 
SENDING FORTH 

*HYMN                                      “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                                   No. 121 

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING (at this time we invite those present to meet outside for communion)  

 
POSTLUDE                                    “Lenten Passacaglia”                                                     R. Pantcheff    
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Old Testament Scripture Lesson 
 
Joel 2:12-17(NRSV) 
 12 Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, 
and with mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents 
from punishing. 14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing  
behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God? 15 Blow the trumpet 
in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Sanctify the  
congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast. Let the 
bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 17 Between the vestibule and the  
altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, 
O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why 
should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 
 
 

New Testament Scripture Lesson 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 (NRSV)  
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took 
their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As 
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there 
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those  
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while 
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into 
the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
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