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NOVEMBER 29, - DECEMBER 24, 2020 
 

“SHARING OUR FAITH” 
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL GUIDE 

 
Christ United Methodist Church 

Lansdale, Pennsylvania 
 

We'll be focusing on the four candles of the advent wreath. 
The themes will be hope, love, joy, peace. Each devotion 

will consist of a scripture, a meditation, and a prayer.  
 

It's been many years since we have created our own  
Advent devotional. It is a wonderful way to focus on the 

true meaning of the season, both as writers and as  
readers, and it will allow us to learn more about each other. 

 
A special “thank you” to the following: 

 

GUIDE CONTRIBUTORS 
 

 Marge Kramer  Frieda Bailey 
 Gail Schook   Joseph Brown 
 Judy Yoder   Sherry Harris  
 JoAnne Cowles  Judi Plummer 
 Alice Neil   Sue Weir  
 Sandy Brown  Tina Eckhart 
 Nancy Shane  Arlene & Cliff Lukens
 Rev. Zach Hopple  Deryk & Stacey David 
 Rev. Tawny Bernhardt 
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HOPE 
 
 
 

Nicodemus and Jesus 
“Born Again”  

By Frieda Bailey                                                 
 
Sing O little town of Bethlehem, third verse, “how silently, how silently…” 
 
“How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is give’n, 
When God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still 
The dear Christ enters in.” 
   
Read John 3:1-18 aloud 
 
We look at the baby in the manger and recognize God entering the world to be 
with us. We recognize the “wondrous gift”, the birth of God’s essence, His Holy 
Spirit, being born in us today. As we accept this gift, our trust starts small, like the 
mustard seed. That kernel of faith starts to grow as our understanding and our 
relationship to our heavenly Father broadens, and just as the mature mustard tree, 
it finally and completely sustains us so that we can rest in that trust and 
knowledge throughout our lives. 
 
Nicodemus was listening to Jesus’ words and taking them literally. How can we be 
born anew?  Jesus implies that he should have known since Nicodemus was a 
student of the scriptures. He should have been in relationship with the Father as a 
religious leader. He leads Nicodemus into a spiritual understanding of what he 
was saying. Unless God resides in us, being born into us, we can not understand 
the wonders of the Kingdom of God. We do not “see” or understand. We go 
through life blind to the blessings God wants to give us now, if we but ask him.  
When we invite God’s Holy Spirit into our lives, God will open our eyes and minds 
to a new world. Our old selves no longer exist.  Who we were before, has been 
transformed.  We are born anew.  Now God can bring out who we really are 
meant to be. 
 
The writer of O little town of Bethlehem understands this. God’s entrance into our 
lives is silent and unseen, he offers Himself to us, and when we receive Him, our 
“dear Christ enters in.”  
 
Dear Father in Heaven,  
I thank you for coming into my world to find me and bring me back to your loving 
arms. Help me always to be seeking you and finding you in unexpected places 
and in everyday events. I give myself to you, to carry out your wishes and to be 
part of your kingdom here on earth. Amen. 
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Hope  
By Gail Schook 

 
“Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly 

to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term,  that her 
penalty is paid, that she has received for the Lord’s hand double for all 

her sins.  A voice cries out:  ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’” 
- Isaiah 40:  1-5 
 
Among my favorite TV programs to watch are those that repair and restore 
vacant houses that have fallen into disrepair.  Most of them are in such poor 
condition that they appear as though they should just be bulldozed over and 
knocked down.  Walls, roofs, plumbing and electric need to be made new.  Even 
some foundations need to be rebuilt.  But those who restore them see the 
possibilities that will make them beautiful and useful homes again.  While it looks 
like a mess to me, they see their value and envision making them into what they 
were meant to be.  
 
It occurred to me that perhaps God thought that when looking down upon the 
earth?  Instead of giving up on us, God decided to send His son Jesus. The master 
carpenter who can renew, restore, and show us a better way to be. The One who 
shows us that no matter the condition of our disrepair, God values us, loves each 
one of us, and can make us whole again. 
 
Gracious God, thank you for loving us so much that you would send your only Son 
to Earth so that we might know how much you care.  We wait for you to come 
into our lives again, Jesus, to redeem us, restore us, and reconnect us to God.  
You are our hope that we might become what we were meant to be.  Amen. 
 

 
Hope 

By Judy Yoder 
 
“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” 

 - Psalm 46:1 
 
This season of Advent will be different this year.  Covid-19 has come into our midst 
and many of the fondly remembered traditions will be set aside.  Even so God is 
with us; present during this season of Joy and Hope. He will strengthen you; 
remember all things are possible with God no matter what your circumstances.  
So, let God guide you through this Advent season of anticipation and Joy. Affirm 
your trust in Him, praise Him.  Lift your wide-open arms up toward Him.  He is our 
Hope for a new tomorrow.  
 
Dear heavenly Father, as we await the celebration  of the birth of your son, Jesus, 
we thank you for the memories of Christmases past.  Be with us giving us strength 
and Hope as we move into a new year.  In Jesus’ name,  Amen. 
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Hope  

By Joseph Brown 

 

“…So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we 

fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now 

will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.”  

- 2 Corinthians 4:18 

 

During this Advent season, when things don’t seem to be going quite right, a word 

of hope can make all the difference. 

 

In the years 1940 through 1941 the British people faced the German “blitz”.  Day 

after day, the German Luftwaffe (Air Force), like a deadly swarm, rained terror 

and hardship from the sky. After each raid, the British people would do their best 

to put out fires and clear the destruction so that life could go on as normal as 

possible. One thing they had on their side was their Prime Minister, Winston 

Churchill, who would speak to them often on the radio and give them words of 

hope and courage. One such speech was as follows:                      

 

“When I look back on the perils that have been overcome, upon the great 

mountain waves in which the gallant ship has driven, when I remember all that 

has gone wrong, and remember also all that has gone right, I feel sure we have 

no need to fear the tempest.  Let it roar, and let it rage.  We shall come through.” 

It was a speech to parliament, May 7, 1941, almost a year to the day he became 

Prime Minister. 

 

When Jesus came to the earth He also gave and continues to give us words of 

hope. Many times, we are faced with situations that we find are demoralizing. We 

feel like we want to give up. Life is just too hard. Certainly, Paul had many 

situations that fell into this category. Yet, in his second letter to the Corinthians he 

wrote the following: 

 

“…That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being 

renewed every day. For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. 

Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! So 

we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things 

that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things 

we cannot see will last forever.” - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

 

Lord, we face many trials and tribulations in this life. You know because you had 

more than your share. Yet, You overcame them all. Help us to not take what 

appears to be the easy way and just give up. Instead Lord, help us to see the 

hope of a better solution that only You can provide. Amen!   
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      Hope 
By Rev. Zachary Hopple 

 
“Do you not know? 

    Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 

      the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 

    and his understanding no one can fathom. 
He gives strength to the weary 

    and increases the power of the weak. 
Even youths grow tired and weary, 
    and young men stumble and fall; 

but those who hope in the Lord 
    will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not grow weary, 
    they will walk and not be faint.” 

- Isaiah 40:28-31 (NIV) 
 
When I think of hope, this is the first scripture that comes to mind. It is one that we 
most commonly read at funerals, and believe me, I have read it a lot. We use it 
there because we know that in the worst of time, when we are grieving and lost, 
we need hope. Hope serves as a light at the end of the tunnel, helping to show us 
that there is an end in sight to the long dark path that we are traveling.  
  
As a father of two boys who were both born during Advent, I find myself, during 
this time, recalling the struggles my wife and I had to deal with as we approached 
the birth of our sons. The myriad of doctor visits and the stressing over the health 
and welfare of baby and mother. Would it snow when we had to get to the 
hospital? We felt anxious that the house wasn’t ready for the new arrival. All of this 
added to the nervous energy that seemed to grow exponentially with each 
passing day. I can only imagine what Mary and Joseph felt as they approached 
a looming birth date without the luxuries of modern medicine. Not to mention the 
fact that their lives were turned upside down as they were instructed to go to 
Bethlehem for the mandated census. I am sure they were tired. I am sure they 
were weary. I am sure there were even moments of hopelessness. 
 
As Isaiah tells us, when we hope in the Lord, we are renewed. To hope in God is to 
trust in Him. We trust in who He is and what He has promised for us, and it is our 
hope that all things are in His hands. This kind of hope is not wishful thinking, but an 
expectation. We know that God is all-powerful and in complete control, and 
when we live in that expectant hope, we share in His strength and in His power. 
He gets us through, and helps us succeed and thrive where we would otherwise 
be unable to do so on our own. As the Christmas season begins, and we move 
towards that celebration of the birth of our Savior, let us remember that our hope 
is in a loving God who gives us the strength we need to live for him, regardless of 
the situation in which we find ourselves. 
 
Let us pray: 
Oh Lord who controls all things, our hope is in you. We expect you to move in 
mighty ways, so please do so within us and around us. May all that we do reflect 
your love in this world. Amen.  
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Hope 
By Frieda Bailey 

 
“Hope means believing with expectation of fulfillment.  Jesus 
gives us hope that our past sins can be forgiven by God, and we 
can go into the future ready to start anew with God’s spirit directing our 
actions according to His Way. We have hope in the resurrection.” 
- Luke 2: 9,10,11 
 
“And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them (the shepherds in the 
fields); and they were terribly frightened. And the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which shall be for all the 
people: for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.” 
- 1 Peter 1:3 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 
Those shepherds were the first to hear that the long-awaited Messiah had come 
into the world. What a wonder that was! And what good news! The Romans had 
been ruling over Judah for quite some time and the hope of the people was the 
release from that rule. Their hope was in the Messiah who would kick them out 
and start his new kingdom. He would be a king like David! But God had other 
plans for His son. Even better ones. Jesus was sent to the people to bring God’s 
Kingdom to the world. The people would be prepared to receive God’s spirit and 
have God’s laws written on their hearts. Then God’s rule of sacrificial love would 
be implemented through those who love Him. Moreover, Jesus gave the hope of 
life eternal, life extending beyond earthly existence always in God’s presence. 
Many of the leadership, among them the Sadducees, did not really believe in an 
afterlife.  So, it did not really matter how they lived their lives, since there would be 
no after-death accountability or consequences. I guess Jesus’ message scared 
them.  Others, such as the Pharisees, did believe in an afterlife but thought just 
following the rules would assure their entrance into the next life.  But for us, who 
trust Jesus’ words, we have hope in a peaceful and joyful existence after we have 
finished our time in the world. We are part of God’s Kingdom while on the earth 
and continue being part of it after we leave it. Jesus was resurrected and proved 
that what he said was true.  What good news! 
 
Dearest Heavenly Father,  
What a relief it is to know I can claim the hope that I will always be part of your 
Kingdom now and in my life to come. What peace it gives to all of us to know we 
can rely on Jesus’ words of hope.  I will live my life in service to you, knowing that 
your peace and joy will always be with me. 
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LOVE 
 
 

 
“God is Love” 

By Frieda Bailey  
 
 
“God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 
him.” 
- 1 John 4:16b 
 
The author, Debbie Macomber, wrote, “Christmas is a condition of the heart; it’s 
being open and sincere, generous and kind to those with less, or showing our love 
to those we cherish. “(Debbie Macomber in Merry and Bright) 
 
These words struck me as I read this Christmas themed story. Christmas is a 
condition of the heart, and it is not relegated to just these few days in December. 
Being open and sincere, generous and kind, and showing love not only to those 
we cherish but also those whom we find hard to care for, does not come naturally 
to the individual. We tend to be selfish and self-centered, doing what pleases us 
first. Where does this ability to put ourselves second to others come from? Jesus 
tells us that that selfless love comes from a higher power, outside ourselves, but 
one we can draw from if we but ask. That power is Sacrificial Love. We make a 
choice when we accept the demands of that love, but we gain joy and peace 
of mind. Our relationships with others open up as we become aware of their 
needs and choose their needs over our wants. 
It is not for nothing that this awareness of that power of love has lasted millennia. 
Let us embrace that Christmas love and let it change our lives.   
 
Christmas is a condition of the heart.  
It brings people together who may have grown apart. 
It is putting the needs of others ahead of wants of our own.  
It is remembering those who may feel all alone. 
“How Silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given;”  
Words from a Christmas Carol into our hearts are driven. 
This gift is Love, come from above, that God, who is Love, imparts;  
It’s ours to receive, if we but believe, and let it into our hearts, (Frieda Bailey). 
 
Dearest Heavenly Father,  
We are so grateful that your powerful, healing love came into the world in your 
son, Jesus. In him we saw that love at work during his time on earth. We still see it 
daily at work through those who are participating in your Kingdom. Amen.  
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Love 
By Marge Kramer 

 
The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 

“26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be mar- ried 
to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.” 
 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.” 
 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her.” 
- Luke 1:26-38 
 
In the bleak midwinter-sometimes it feels strange mentioning this as my favorite 
Christmas carol-the word "bleak" somehow doesn't fit with the season, does it? I 
first heard this song on a compilation CD of winter songs, and on first hearing, I 
loved it, everything about it. I was happy to find it in the United Methodist hymnal.  
 
This carol includes most of the elements and the participants of the Christmas 
story-just one line depicts Mary, the mother of Jesus: "but his mother only, in her 
maiden bliss, welcomed the beloved with a kiss." She was a young woman, a girl, 
really, who had been visited by the angel Gabriel, and been told that she would 
give birth to a baby boy-she was probably quite bewildered-here she was, a vir-
gin, who had been given stunning news-she had found favor with God, and she 
would give birth to the son of God, son of the most high. On this holiest of nights, 
she had just given birth to our savior, the king of kings, lord of lords-but all of that 
could wait-that moment, that moment in a humble stable, was about love. 
 
Dear God, during this Advent season, may we focus less on the trappings, and 
more on the reason that we anticipate and celebrate. May love prevail. 
Amen.  
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Love 
By Frieda Bailey 

 
 

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the first and Great  

Commandment; and a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.” 
- Matt 22: 37-40 
 
These commandments go back to God’s commandments to Moses and the  
Israelites as they set out on their journey to becoming obedient children of God. 
And likewise, they are meant for us as we travel our faith journey towards full  
obedience to our Heavenly Father.  
 
Long ago a pastor made a statement that stuck in my mind: “The Bible is not a 
book of science. The Bible is a book of relationships. I started to think about that as 
my mind wandered from Genesis to Revelation, and I could see what he meant. 
Genesis starts with God’s creation of the world, and His relationship with it as crea-
tor.. Right away we see God relating to his creation and the creation relating to 
each other.  All life hangs in relationship that is finely balanced and made to run 
smoothly. We see what happened, in the Adam and Eve story, when one of the 
creatures breaks away from that balance to do its own thing.  From then on there 
is discord and chaos. Over all the millennia God is trying to bring his creation back 
into balance. We look at all the stories of human relationships: Adam and Eve, 
Cain and Abel, Noah and his world, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and Esau, Jo-
seph and his brothers, Moses and Pharaoh.  I could go on and on.  
 
The key word is LOVE. When we truly love God with our whole being, heart, soul 
and mind, we want to be like him and to please him. We are in relationship with 
Him.  With His help, we strive to be honest, trustworthy, kind, compassionate, for-
giving, patient, and   life giving. Just as God is all this to us, we, as children of God, 
are all this to our fellow man. God does not give long lists of don’ts, but puts all our 
behaviors under the rule of Love. To make this possible he offers to come into us 
and dwell within us and thus help us to grow closer to Him. We cannot do this 
without him and without his forgiving Grace. Remember Jesus reminded his disci-
ples before his death that he would not leave them orphaned but that he would 
send the Holy Spirit, the comforter. to remind them of all his teachings. He will 
teach, guide, comfort and protect all those who come to him. Likewise, thus 
trained we are to be God’s servants in this world, witnesses of His Love, in caring 
for others, teaching and guiding them in God’s loving ways and willing to be for-
giving even when it seems impossible. As we love others we channel God’s love 
to them.  As we forgive others, God forgives us. 
 
 
Dearest Father, thank you for your loving kindness and for forgiving us even when 
we don’t deserve it. We know we can never be good enough on our own and 
that you love us just as we are, flaws and all. Thank you for your gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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“Devotion” 
By Sherry Harris 

 
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in be-
lieving, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” 
- Romans 15:13 
 
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
- John 3:16 
 
Preparing for Christmas brings back favorite childhood memories for me – the 
excitement of decorating our tree, sharing Christmas Eve with extended family 
and then the anticipation of Christmas morning.  I couldn’t wait to open all of my 
presents!  As adults, the excitement and anticipation can sometimes be lost in the 
midst of a busy Christmas season – lost in all of our Christmas preparations that 
may weigh us down and keep us from fully enjoying Christmas. To find that excite-
ment that we once had, we need to focus on the true reason for the season and 
begin with the most important preparation – preparing our hearts!  If our hearts 
are not prepared to receive the greatest gift that we could possibly imagine, we 
will miss out on experiencing Christmas for we would miss out on ALL of the gifts 
that come with Jesus!  God sent His Son because of the love He has for us.  We 
need to be ready to receive that love and all that it encompasses. God’s love 
provides us with hope despite our circumstances; through the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, we can experience joy and peace. It is only with the assurance of God’s 
love and His promises to us, that we can fully experience Christmas!  
  
Heavenly Father, 
Thank you for loving us so much that You sent Your Son.  Help us to prepare our 
hearts and be ready to receive Him!   In Jesus Name, Amen. 
 
 

Love  
By Rev. Zachary Hopple 

 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the begin-
ning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it…The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
- John 1:1-5, 14 (NIV) 
 
How do you express your love for others? Love can be expressed in any number 
of ways. Sometimes it is through the words that we share as we say “I love you.” 
Sometimes it is through the gifts that we give or a special present that shows that 
we care. Sometimes it is through our actions, where our little acts of kindness help 
to show someone that we are thinking of them. 
  
It is no accident that John mirrors the opening lines of Genesis as he explains that 
“in the beginning” God was present as the Word. In Genesis, we see that God 
spoke and all things came into being. That same word became flesh as Jesus  
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Christ. God’s love was made manifest in the human life of Jesus, a life lived to be 
in service of us, His creation. That love for us existed before time began, before 
creation was spoken into existence. God’s love is expressed to us as his acts of 
kindness permeate our lives. It is expressed in the gifts he gives as he pours out his 
blessings upon us. It is expressed as he tells us “I love you,” through the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus. We cannot deserve his love, but he gives it to us freely. 
You are loved! 
 
Let us pray: 
Alpha and Omega, before time existed your love was present. It was through your 
love that you created us, and it is through your love that we exist. May our lives be 
a sacrifice of thanksgiving for all that you have done, and may your love live in us 
and in all we do. Amen. 

 
 

“The Spirit of Love” 
By Frieda Bailey 

 
“…the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,  

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  
          - Galatians 5: 22 
 
Love is patient: love is kind, love in not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice  
in wrong-doing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things,  
hopes all things, endures all things. 

 
Jesus came into our world to ultimately give us God’s greatest gift, the gift of his 
presence in our daily lives. The gift of the Spirit of Love. 
 
Paul is talking about the Spirit of Love, as it comes to live within us. Over time we 
are transformed by that Spirit so that we grow to become more like Jesus.  We no 
longer act selfishly, thinking only of ourselves, but are more sensitive to the feelings 
and needs of those around us; not only to people but also to the natural world in 
which we live.  We respond lovingly to all life around us, plant and animal.  We 
become concerned with preserving the environment because we love all that 
God has created.   
 
We sometimes wonder why, when we have asked God’s spirit to live within us to 
guide and teach us, we still can be impatient, sometimes unkind, stingy with what 
we have, and lacking self-control.  I think the answer is in a bumper sticker that I 
saw once that said “Be patient, God is not done with me yet.” Another said, “Be 
patient, I am still a work in progress.”  You get the idea. 
 
We do know, though, that when we put God’s kind of Love in the center of our 
lives, things go better. We worry less. As we put our trust in that Love, even in the 
midst of a chaotic world, we find  place of peace and contentment. Our lives are 
filled with joyful moments.  
 
 
Dearest Heavenly Father, what a wondrous gift is this, the gift of your love and 
forgiveness. May we pass this gift on to others in our lives, so we can become 
more like you. Amen. 
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JOY 
 
 
 

“Unexpected Joy” 
By Frieda Bailey 

 
 
“I waited patiently for the LORD to help me; then he listened and heard my cry.  
He lifted me out of the pit of despair, out from the bog and mire, and set my feet 
on a hard, firm path and steadied me as I walked along.  He has given me a new 
song to sing, of praises to our God.” 
- Psalm 40:1,2 
 
 
Many years ago, while driving down to Philadelphia to see my mother before she 
went into surgery for cancer, I was crying out to the Jesus in grief. I did not know 
how to pray for her.  My spirit was agonizing. I was in the depths of pain in my soul.  
Suddenly, in the midst of this pain, came a suffusing sense of joy, filling me from 
my toes to my head, until I could only start praising God and sing to him with my 
thanks. In those moments, God assured me that no matter what happened, all 
would be all right.  As I entered the hospital room my mother sensed that joy and 
mirrored it to me.  Yes, she did pass away a year and a half later, but we spent 
that time wonderfully and joyfully. 
 
JOY! Oh, what evidence of God’s spirit filling ours! The Christmas carols are full of 
joy. We celebrate with joy Jesus’ birth. And we ask that his Spirit also be born in us. 
Joy is a sure sign of God’s presence in our lives.  This joy is not the same as 
happiness. This joy comes directly as a gift from God. It is unexpected and 
unasked for.  The scriptures are full of joy and rejoicing. In the midst of sadness, it 
can intrude into our lives and change our grief to JOY! 
 
Thank you, dear heavenly father, for your gift of joy; for this fruit of the spirit that 
lifts us up even in dark times. We thank you for your constant presence in our lives 
and for guiding us when we feel lost. 
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Joy 
By JoAnne Cowles 

 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will 

towards men.” - Luke 2:14  
 

Edmund Sears composed the five-stanza poem, “It Came upon The 
Midnight Clear.” He served the Unitarian Congregation in Wayland, 
Massachusetts, then moved on to the larger congregation in Lancaster.  He 
worked seven years of hard work, and suffered a break down and returned to 
Wayland and wrote, “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”.  He was going through a 
time of sadness, and had news of Civil War going on in his mind.  Sears portrayed 
the world as dark, full of “sin and strife” not hearing the Christmas message.  His 
song is not focused on Bethlehem, but on his own time, and on the issue of war 
and peace.  Taken from Luke 2:14 were the words: “Peace on the Earth, good will 
to men”. 
 
This song became one of my favorites, at a time when I too was facing a heavy 
work schedule while attending college.  It spoke to me more than other Christmas 
songs and brought great joy to me while I learned to play Christmas songs on my 
new guitar. The Methodists do not include the third stanza, so we go on to the 
fourth. 
 
Heavenly Father,  
Help me to share the joy of knowing Jesus with all those who You place in my 
path, and I pray that throughout the world there may be many people who are 
saved by grace through faith in Christ Jesus, so that they too may experience the 
joy which is freely available to all who believe in the gospel of grace. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 
 

Joy 
By Judi Plummer 

 
15 And the Levites carried the ark of God with the poles on their 
shoulders, as Moses had commanded in accordance with the 

word of the Lord.16 David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint 
their fellow Levites as musicians to make a joyful sound with musical 

instruments: lyres, harps and cymbals. 
- 1 Chronicles 15:15-16 (NIV) 
 
I grew up in a house full of music.  My father played the trumpet and sang and my 
sister plays at least 11 instruments and has a wonderful singing voice.  I wanted to 
be a musician but that was not one of my gifts. But I could sing. So many a 
Sunday afternoon in my house when I was growing up, my sister, my dad and I 
would sit at the piano and sing while my sister played along.  It was so fun and just 
filled our house with joy, thanks and praise.   The Christmas song were always our 
favorites.  
  
Lord, as we enter the Christmas season, we want to take time to thank You for 
sending Your Son to be born as a baby and to become our Savior, so that He can 
bring peace into the hearts of those that believe, and joy to those that find their 
hope in Him.  Lord, we know that only in Him is true peace and lasting joy to be 
found, and as we sing the Christmas carols this Christmas season, we pray that 
true joy would come into the world, and that many would find their peace. In 
Jesus' name, Amen. 
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Joy 
By Marge Kramer 

 
Mary’s Song (the Magnificat) 
 

46 And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the peo-
ple. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messi-
ah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 
- Luke 1:46-47 
 
 
So many Christmas Eve services at Christ Church-the sanctuary filled with so many 
smiling faces, some visiting from out of town, this night being the only time in the 
year that we would see them. This was the night, the most beautiful night of the 
year. Singing carols, an anthem from the choir, the reading of the Christmas story, 
and a message.  
 
Even the peace felt different-an abundance of friendship and fellowship and 
love. And then the candle lighting ceremony that bathed the sanctuary in soft 
light, when all other lights were turned off. The singing of Silent Night-for stanza 
three, the organ was silenced, our candles were held high-"Son of God, love's 
pure light." Candles were extinguished, and the sanctuary lights were turned back 
on. Many years our last hymn was Joy to the World, sung with gusto. We lingered 
a bit in our pews, sharing parting greetings, as we prepared to go out into the 
cold night air.  
 
How many times have we had to say, in this year, 2020, “things are different this 
year"? And so it will be with Christmas Eve-we won't be sitting in a crowded sanc-
tuary, shoulder to shoulder. But we will find ways to feel connected. This year it 
might be more important than ever to find joy wherever we can. It may be a little 
harder-perhaps we will find it in unexpected places.  
 
The joy that we as Christians feel as we await the birth of our savior cannot be 
obscured-not by the trappings of the holiday, nor by COVID-19. May you feel that 
joy. 
 
 
Loving God, remind us every day to search for joy in the everyday moments of 
life, especially at this time as we prepare for the birth of our savior.  
In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.  
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Joy  
By Rev. Zachary Hopple 

 
In that day you will say: 

“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; 

    make known among the nations what he has done, 
    and proclaim that his name is exalted. 

Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; 
    let this be known to all the world. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 
    for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 

- Isaiah 12:4-6 (NIV) 
 
I cannot help but think of joy as an action word. It is hard to contain yourself when 
you feel a deep joy within you. Think back to your first crush, the birth of a child, or 
a wondrous event that has taken place in your life. When that joy filled your be-
ing, did it not compel you to share your excitement and happiness with others? 
The feelings of joy that come with a sure and expectant hope, a never ending 
love, and the serenity of a perfect peace, simmer in the life of the believer as we 
realize what God has done for us. Joy is the catalyst that allows God’s blessings to 
bubble forth out of our lives and into the lives of others. 
 
Advent is the time where our joy in God is made real. His love for us became tan-
gible as He put on human skin to walk among us. He lived our lives and faced the 
temptations that we have faced, yet did not sin. His life became the perfect sacri-
fice to forgive us of our sins, giving us eternal life. This understanding that we are 
saved and forgiven should elicit an indescribable joy within our souls, and should 
bubble forth as we remember what happened at that first nativity 2,000 years 
ago. For those of us who believe in him and realize the blessings that he has given 
to us, it should be our mission to share with the world all of the glorious things we 
have experienced. “Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what He has done.” 
 
Let us pray: 
Creator of all that is good, may your joy fill our souls. May we know you more 
deeply through the blessings that are evident in our lives. Take our lives and use 
them to show the world who you are and how you love us all. 
 

 
Joy 

By Stacey and Deryk David  
 

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
- Luke 2:10–11 (NRSV) 
 
9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy.  - Matthew 2:9–10 (NRSV) 
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20 Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will  
have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is in labor, she has 
pain, because her hour has come. But when her child is born, she no longer re-
members the anguish because of the joy of having brought a human being into 
the world. 22 So you have pain now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will 
rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 23 On that day you will ask nothing 
of me. Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he will 
give it to you. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and 
you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. - John 16:20-24 (NRSV) 
 
Over the past several months, we have all had to deal with being grounded, 
quarantined, masked, bunkered, and put into an unfamiliar existence away from 
social contact. To say that this has been challenging would be an understate-
ment. We have already been through this through three seasons of the year and 
the end does not quite seem in sight. It feels like we are in our 40 years in the de-
sert still meandering with Mt Nebo (from which Moses and Aaron physically saw 
the Promised Land) a long way in the distance. To compound this, our political 
discourse has been nothing but rancorous and has separated us beyond the 
mere physical. How does one speak of Joy in a season such as this? I must none-
theless during this period confess to finding Joy in so many of the simple, mun-
dane things in life. The Joy of sleeping just a bit longer in the absence of a long 
work commute. The Joy of watching orchids bloom and stay in bloom, the Joy of 
discovering new music while on U-tube, the Joy of finding new connection with 
High School friends on Zoom, the Joy of a walk in the crisp air outside, the Joy of 
being able to read a poem by the newly recognized Nobel Laureate – Louise 
Glück, the Joy of reading a sermon by Barbara Brown Taylor and the Joy of redis-
covering an Old Sunday School lesson and most importantly the Joy of being on 
the receiving end of an uninhibited, hard hug and kiss from our grandchildren! So 
many of these, while present in normal times would not quite have allowed for the 
experience of Joy.  I am certain, you have your list too. Perhaps as you pray to-
day, you may want to take a moment and draw your own list and be thankful. 
But should Joy merely be an experience that lifts your senses and fills your heart? 
What should true Joy be? At the coming of the Lord, the people in the times of 
Roman conquest and oppression and Herodian rule were also in troubled times. 
And yet we see that at the news of the coming of The Christ both the Shepherds 
and the Wise Men were filled with Joy! Is today any different? In John 16:20, Jesus 
assures us that our grief will pass and will turn to real Joy! Joy which is the result of 
Hope.  Joy which is rooted in who God is. Joy that is not fleeting or based on cir-
cumstances, worldly possessions, or even the people in our lives.  A Faith in His 
promises and His sacrifice will bring blessings that will make us happy and fuel Joy. 

 
 
Dear Father, I come to you today fearful about what is happening around us. 
Fearful that we are a divided people, fearful that we are divided in who we call 
Christian. I am fearful that the ravages of this pandemic will separate us even 
further. Yet Lord, you give great joy in the very simple pleasures that you make 
possible. Thank you. Lord help me feel your presence today and be Joyful, that in 
your Coming you give me assurance of forgiveness and reconciliation here on this 
Earth but also Joy in the ever after. AMEN!  
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“Joy in Serving” 
By Clifford and Arlene Lukens 

 
 

“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an  

inexpressible and glorious joy.” - 1 Peter 1:9 
 
Because of our love for Jesus in our hearts, Cliff and I felt the call to go and serve 
others through UMCOR and VIM. It was a Mountain Top Experience for both of us. 
We went with a group of about 45 persons to different locations throughout the 
United States  helping families that had major damage to their homes in hurricane 
disasters over a period of about 17 years, one to two weeks a year. It was a joy in 
seeing these families’ burdens lifted as we reached out with loving arms and  
assisted them in this time of struggle and hardship. We listened as they shared their 
concerns and prayed together with them. We invited them to join us for dinner. 
They enjoyed singing and praising God together after the meal. It brought tears to 
their eyes to know we had skills to help them in rebuilding their homes and their 
hearts started to fill with joy again. We were blessed with new friendships we 
made over the years. We still look for ways we can be of service to those in our 
communities, during these difficult times. 
 
Dear Jesus, thank you for giving us the time, talents, and skills to help others.  
Enable us to proclaim your good news to someone in our community, a smile, a 
joyful word to uplift the spirit of those around us each day. In your name, we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Joy 

By Clifford and Arlene Lukens 
 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you: he is Christ the Lord.” - Luke 2:10-11 
 
The third candle is pink and symbolizes JOY. It is called the Shepherd’s Candle, 
and is pink because rose is a liturgical color for JOY. 
 
Joyful, Joyful Lord we adore thee, and lifting voices for this Advent Season. Bells 
ringing, children voices singing glorious hymns of praise of our Savior’s birth. Our 
family and friends gather together, celebrating with happiness and Joy each 
year. We Rejoice! And lift our voices all together and sing glorious hymns of praise 
and adoration. 
One of our favorite hymn verses is “Go, Tell it on the Mountain, over the hills and 
everywhere, Go, tell it on the Mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.” 
 
We thank you, God, for your greatest gift, Jesus. Our hearts are filled with JOY, as 
we lift our praise and adoration to you. Enable us to proclaim your good news to 
someone in our community, a smile, a joyful word to uplift the spirit of those 
around us each day. In your name, we pray. Amen. 
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PEACE 
 
 
 

“I Bring Good News” 
By Frieda Bailey 

 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord.  Luke 2:10,11 
 
…and on earth peace, to men of good will. Luke 2:14 
 
I love getting good news, and this news is awesome!  “Great Joy” and “Peace” 
can come only through the power of God’s Spirit.  Do you see what this means? 
The Spirit of God was bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to all the world, to “all 
People,” and this wonderful event is introduced into the physical world through 
the birth of a Savior, the chosen one of God, the Messiah! 
 
This wonderful news is buried today under piles of tinsel, colored glass balls, 
blinking lights, and Sale! Sale! Sale! Signs. Hallmark used to start their “Countdown 
to Christmas movies as soon as we turned over to the November page on the 
calendar. Already, holiday songs began to be played in the stores and the 
emphasis seems to be on Buy! Buy! Buy!  We even used to have “Christmas in 
July” on the Hallmark channel, and now it is Christmas in March, April, you name 
it!! 
 
That is why it is important to start Advent properly, filtering out the glitz, the 
“MAGIC,” and the distraction of the holiday pooh-hah.  God gave us a wonderful 
gift of Himself. His love is shown through Jesus, placed in that little human being 
born in Bethlehem who showed us that it is possible to live a life of pure Love even 
here on earth. Jesus was able to be faithful in his loving care, never deviating from 
his devotion to Truth, Justice, Mercy, Forgiveness, and Compassion. He was willing 
to do this even when it meant his human death. And he showed us that even 
though we may die a physical death, life can continue on the spiritual level, 
eternally in the presence of Love. Jesus showed us also that even while we live our 
earthly lives, we can be in faithful relationship with our creator, and be part of His 
Kingdom even here. 
 
Great Joy is ours to experience.  It comes to us unexpectedly, even in times of 
sorrow and pain. It is the gift God gave us, along with his unexplainable Peace. 
Like Joy, Peace can fill us, so that amid the turmoil of earthly life, we feel peace of 
mind and spirit. Peace and Joy are ours as we place our lives in God’s loving 
hands, just as Jesus did when he lived among us. With God’s powerful Spirit 
working within us we are gradually transformed to grow to be like Jesus, to be the 
persons we were always meant to be. 
 
Thank you dear Heavenly Father for your gifts of Joy and Peace. 
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“A Gift Beyond Understanding” 
By Alice Neil 

 
“The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

un- derstanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, beloved,[a] whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, what-
ever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excel-
lence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about[b] these things. 9 Keep 
on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me, and the God of peace will be with you.” - Philippians 4:5b-9  
 

“27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  
- John 14:27 
 
Many years ago I sat alone in my parents’ bedroom with my sleeping, 75-year-old 
mother who was dying.  It was my turn to keep vigil so Dad could get a bit of 
sleep during these last days of her life.  Mom’s diagnosis and months of suffering 
had taken its toll on all of us.  I sat thinking about how death would be merciful for 
her cancer-ravaged body but would devastate all of us.  I was reminiscing, thank-
ing God for our strong family.  He had blessed us with a rich life of growing togeth-
er, laughing and loving through the years.  How would Dad get through each day 
now?  What would family and gathering together be like without Mom?  My brain 
was overwhelmed, my heart shattered, as I prayed “I can’t, God.  Help me.” 
 
Then I knew God was present, with me, answering me.  The situation hadn’t 
changed, my soul still ached, but “the peace that surpasses all understanding” 
encompassed me.  It calmed my spirit and strengthened me through the inevita-
ble.  This peace was so far greater than the world offers.  The warm, silent cup of 
tea after a cranky toddler is finally asleep, the sound of the surf and an ocean 
breeze on a much needed vacation, as welcome as they can be, are not even a 
faint shadowing of this tangible essence of God’s Spirit.  God’s peace is truly a gift 
beyond understanding—as are God’s love, God’s hope and God’s joy. 
 
 
Amazing Heavenly Father, in times of deep sorrow, of great joy, and of everyday 
busyness, help us to take time to be still and know that You are God.  As we  
celebrate the coming of the Prince of Peace, open our hearts to the gifts of your 
love, your hope, your joy and your peace.  No matter the circumstances existing 
in this world, use us to share these gifts with all we meet.  Amen. 
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“Peace…Goodwill?” 
By Nancy Shane 

 
Read Luke 2:8-20 
 
“For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one 
and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.”  
- Ephesians 2:14 
 
As I write, it is only October. I have not played nor audibly heard any Christmas 
carols yet this year. There is one carol, however, that keeps repeating and repeat-
ing in my head each day: “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.” I have felt fearful 
for our country in 2020. So far, the Covid-19 pandemic has claimed more than 
225,000 lives in the U.S., and new cases are surging. We have lived through a his-
toric election year that has only fueled the political polarization in our land. Racial 
inequities and injustice have been more publicly exposed and to a wider audi-
ence, leading to peaceful protests, clashes with white supremacist groups, and 
outright violence in our streets. After 2,000 years, where is the “peace on earth, 
goodwill toward men”? Henry Wadsworth Longfellow must have had similar feel-
ings when he wrote his famous carol. His wife Fanny had died in a house fire in 
1861, in spite of his attempts to save her. Two years later, as the Civil War raged, 
his oldest son Charles left home to fight in the Union Army without his father’s ap-
proval. In late November that year, Charles was severely wounded in battle, hav-
ing been shot in the back. On Christmas Day that year, still mourning his wife’s 
death, and uncertain whether his son would fully recover, Longfellow wrote: 
And in despair I bowed my head; 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said; 
    “For hate is strong, 
     And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men.” 
 
His lack of personal peace and lack of country unity were of great concern to 
him, just as today’s events are troubling to me. But the carol doesn’t end there. 
Longfellow, in the final verse, preaches the Gospel to himself – and to us: 
Then peeled the bells more loud and deep: 
God is not dead, nor doth he sleep; 
The Wrong shall fail, the Right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to men.” 
 
Longfellow didn’t deny his pain and suffering. He didn’t deny the desperate cir-
cumstances of a country at war, family fighting family. But his conviction re-
mained firm in our God, who intervenes in history and in our personal lives to set 
things right. This Christmas, let us pray for the Prince of Peace to right our wrongs 
and bring his deep and lasting peace! 
 
Eternal God, thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who 
came to help us where we could not help ourselves. Thank you for forgiving us 
and making us right with you. May the peace of Christ work mightily in our lives 
that we may be vehicles of your peace in our broken land. This we pray through 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Peace 
By Sandy Brown 

 
“...I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here 

on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, be-

cause I have overcome the world.”  - John 16:33 (NLT) 

 

Peace can be a situation, an absence of turmoil; but peace can be a feeling 

too.    There is so much strife in the world now - politics, sickness, economics, social 

unrest - the list goes on.  The common response is most certainly not a feeling of 

peace.   And yet, Jesus said that we can have peace – in Him.  Can the coming 

of Christmas also be a coming of peace? 

· When you receive a Christmas card or a letter or a phone call from someone 

you love, does that give you a feeling of peace? 

· When you joyfully gaze at the decorated tree with its twinkling lights, does 

that give you a feeling of peace?  

· When you light candles and sing Silent Night on Christmas Eve, does that 

warm your heart with a feeling of peace? 

· When you look at snow covering all our dirt and clutter – maybe outside your 

window or maybe on that same Christmas card, do you feel a special kind of 

cleansing peace? 

This Christmas, I hope to let go of the turmoil and enjoy the peace of Christmas - a 

gift from God - a respite in times of trouble. 

 

Dear God, Thank you for the gift of Christmas –a time when we are reassured that 

there is still peace in this world. Help us to share this peace with others as we  

prepare for this remembrance of your birth and the coming of real peace. Amen. 

 
Peace 

By Sue Weir 
 
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your life that your good 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom.  But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.  Such  
wisdom does not come from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  For where 
there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of 
every kind.  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,  
willing to yield��full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or  
hypocrisy.  And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 
peace”. - James 3:13-18 
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(Continued from previous page.) 
 
During these challenging times when peace seems so elusive for so many reasons, 
may we turn to the wisdom from above that will help guide us to finding peace.  
 
 We have been bombarded over these past several months with situations that 
have brought anything BUT peace to our lives.  A pandemic, causing death and 
ongoing health issues for many, political strife, racial unrest, decreased, little or no 
interaction with loved ones and friends, loss of jobs, economic and food insecuri-
ty, storms raging and destroying so much of our country and people’s homes and 
lives.  We are faced with the reality that we, as infinitely fallible human beings, 
cannot bring peace to this world. .  We don’t have the ability to do so.  We never 
did, nor will we ever be able to bring the kind of lasting, comforting, total peace 
we seek unless we look way beyond ourselves and seek it from above.   
 
And so, as we embark on celebrating the Christmas season, which commemo-
rates the birth of the Prince of Peace, may we hold fast to the knowledge and 
assurance that we can have it, only when we seek it from Him.  Take deep 
breaths, pray and give thanks for this amazing gift. 
 
Lord, may the peace we seek in and for our lives have its origins in YOU and not 
be derived from this transient world in which we all live. 
 
 

Peace 
By Tina Eckhart 

 
“I am leaving you with a gift-peace of mind and heart. And this 
peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or 
afraid.” - John 14:27 
 
What is this peace that Jesus promises? It’s not something we can get from the 
world, so it’s not from things. It’s not from people. It’s not from nature. Jesus tells us 
plainly that we will experience many trials and sorrows, so peace is not freedom 
from trouble or from loss.  
 
Paul tells us, “Don’t worry about anything, instead pray about everything. Tell God  
what you need and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s 
peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your 
hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus”. Philippians 4: 4-7. God’s peace is 
above our circumstances. It’s in our hearts. It comes from trusting God in every 
situation. Not expecting that God will fix things to our liking, but trusting that he is 
with us and will walk through the tough stuff with us.  
 
Peace comes from knowing that God has forgiven us. Not because we deserve it 
or earned it, but because God wants to reconcile us to himself. We don’t need to 
hide our faults/shortcomings/bad decisions/hurtful choices from him. He knows it 
all and loves us anyway. We can unburden ourselves to him. When we trust in him 
he will heal our brokenness. 
 
Peace comes from being aware of God’s presence in our lives, in recognizing  
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how God has been at work in our circumstances and living with a heart of  
gratitude. Not just gratitude for happy experiences or good health but for the 
tough circumstances that force us to grow, that cause us to pray harder and to 
seek God’s help. When we try to control our own destiny, we cannot experience 
this peace. 
 
Heavenly Father, Thank you for this wonderful gift of peace. Show me how to 
open and appreciate this wonderful gift. 
 

Peace  
By Rev. Zachary Hopple 

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this.”  -Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV) 
 
Peace is an interesting concept. Peace is not the absent of struggle or conflict, 
but is an internal state. It is not dependent on what is going on around you, but 
exists despite the conditions you are facing. The peace that comes with knowing 
that God is in control, loves us, and protects us, should guard our hearts and 
minds as the world bears down on us. 
 
I love this traditional advent scripture, especially the name given to the Messiah as 
the “Prince of Peace.” He is ruler, and is in absolute control of all things, including 
a peace that passes all understanding. For us to find peace, we must go to him. In 
Jesus we find a true and perfect peace, that only he can give (as we see in John 
14). It is interesting to see that the Prince of Peace came out of such a tumultuous 
situation, as Mary and Joseph could find no place to stay in the overcrowded 
Bethlehem, and were forced to flee as Herod sought to take his life.  
 
Right now, peace is what I pray for more than anything. This world seems to be 
flipped upside down and things are not as we want them to be. Some of these 
things we cannot do anything to change or fix, but we can focus on what is going 
on inside of us. As we move through the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, 
markedly different in the midst of this pandemic, may we turn to the Prince of 
Peace to help us to be calm in spirit, and loving at heart, keeping our minds clear 
and wise.  
 
Let us pray: 
Prince of Peace and ruler of all, we lay our troubles before you. Help us to under-
stand what we can and cannot fix or control, but that all things are in your hands. 
Give us your peace that only you can give. Amen. 
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“Light” 
By Marge Kramer 

 
12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the 
world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the 
light of life.” - John 8:12  
 
I recently came across a hymn I'd not heard before, Christ Be Our Light. This is the 
refrain: 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 
 
We as Christians have an awesome responsibility! It's one thing to carry the light of 
Christ in our hearts-that's the easy part. Christ himself tells us that he is the light of 
the world, not just of you, or of me, or of the members of our church. Remember 
the hymn This Little Light of Mine? It asks the question-"hide it under a bushel?"-and 
with great enthusiasm, children shout "No! I'm gonna let it shine!" Because it's so 
much fun to sing, as children we may not grasp its significance. It may escape us 
even as adults. It is a charge to us-to let the light of Christ shine through us. It is a 
charge to lead others out of their darkness. What is that darkness? The joy that this 
season brings can highlight those parts of our lives that are less than joyous-
relationships that are strained, medical diagnoses, the loss of loved ones. Especial-
ly in this year, many are facing financial difficulties.  
 
How can we shine the light of Christ that lives in our hearts, in practical ways? This 
season inspires us to reach out to others. May the memories of this Christmas sea-
son, and the motivation that a new year seems to bring, inspire us to action-the 
simple gesture of a phone call or text, an e-mail or a card, a donation of food or 
toiletries for Manna on Main Street, or a monetary contribution to one of the many 
organizations that exist to help those who fall behind. 
 
As Christmas approaches, may we be aware of the light of Christ dwelling within 
us-and may we share that light. 
 
 
Heavenly Father, as we know you as the light of the world, help us to shine that 
light on our little part of the world. Amen. 
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Christmas Eve 
By Rev. Tawny Bernhardt 

 
“When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 

what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.” - Luke 2:17-18 

 
Today you will hear the story of Jesus’ birth read from your Bible or preached from 
the pulpit. However you hear it, no matter how many times you hear it today, this 
story doesn’t grow old because it wasn’t just any birth. The birth we celebrate 
today is the birth of our Savior, the Messiah. When the Shepherds heard the great 
news, when they saw the baby lying in a manger, they couldn’t contain their joy. 
They had to tell others what they had heard and seen. And those who heard their 
news were amazed.  
 
As a child, one of my favorite hymns to sing on repeat around Christmas was Go 
Tell It On The Mountain, adapted by John W. Work Jr. (1907). The refrain goes: 
“Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, Christ tell it on the mountain, 
that Jesus is born.” 
 
The pandemic has made us find new ways to stay connected with friends, family, 
and neighbors, but nothing should prevent us from spreading the Good News of 
Jesus. There is still time to invite someone you care about to an outside worship 
service or to worship online. There is still time to share your reason for hope and joy 
with someone. I invite you to read the story of Christmas again this year and then 
go spread the word to the world that God so loves.  
 
 
Emmanuel, God with us, we give thanks on Christmas Eve for the amazing gift you 
gave us. You love us more than we will ever know. Not everyone has heard of 
your steadfast love and forgiveness. Help us to see those who need to hear this 
Good News, take away our fear, and open our mouths to speak words of truth 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  
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